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Iowa Byways Planning Phases

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3







Lincoln Highway 
Heritage Byway

Glacial Trail Scenic 
Byway

Interpretive Master Plan Interpretive Master Plan

Coming soon!



Interpretation

A communication process that guides 
visitors to discover meanings in objects, 
places, and landscapes.





Planning 
Triangle



Loess Hills Western Skies

Driftless Area River Bluffs



Grant Wood Iowa Valley

Delaware Crossing Historic Hills



Glacial Trail Lincoln Highway 
(Lincoln Highway Association Conference)



Glacial Trail

Plans focus on the uniqueness of each byway
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Lincoln Highway



Glacial Trail



Loess Hills



Driftless
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Historic Hills



Themes and Messag



Driftless Area: The scenic limestone bluffs and valleys of northeast Iowa, 
untouched by recent glaciers, are laced with caves, cool springs, and streams 
that support diverse plant communities and human lifestyles shaped by the 
landscape.

Primary Themes
Loess Hills: The Loess Hills are a unique landform in the world, born of ice, 
water, and wind, and covered by a thin blanket of prairie and oak that nurtured 
ancient cultures, immigrant farmers, and settlements.

River Bluffs: The Mississippi, Turkey, and Volga rivers and their tributaries 
carved deep valleys in the driftless landscape of the River Bluffs Scenic Byway, 
shaping the region’s history and lifestyles, and creating a scenic topography 
where residents can enjoy outdoor recreation and charming villages.

Western Skies: The Western Skies Scenic Byway winds through a rural 
landscape of rolling hills and broad skies where European immigrants created a 
distinct sense of place as they shaped farming practices that have evolved into 
modern-day agriculture.



Iowa Valley: The rich natural resources of the Iowa River Valley between 
Montour and the Amana Colonies have brought together Meskwaki Native 
Americans, communal Amana Germans, Czech farmers, and other 
immigrants into a diverse cultural patchwork.

Delaware Crossing: Delaware County embodies Iowa’s celebrated identity 
as a place where pioneer immigrants built strong communities based on 
shared religious values, commitment to education, and allegiance to their 
new country.

Grant Wood: Art and landscape overlap on the Grant Wood Scenic Byway, an 
80-mile route that winds through scenery traversing three rivers that course 
past limestone bluffs, caves, wooded hillsides, and historic towns—a landscape 
that inspired artists such as Grant Wood and which continues to enchant artists 
and visitors.

Historic Hills: The Black Hawk Purchase of 1833 opened a flood of 
settlement that surged up the Des Moines River and spread across the 
forest and prairie landscape of southeastern Iowa, where communities 
preserve their historic character and natural beauty.

Primary Themes



Common Elements

Natural History

Cultural History 

Sense of Place

Primary Themes



Interpretive Media Concepts



Visual Identity









Unified Design Standards



Wayfinding



Official Byway Attraction Signs: Original Versions

Original concepts do not follow DOT signage standards
Develop direction signs that guide travelers to core byway attractions



Official Byway Attraction Signs: Revised Versions
Modified version of the DOT “Destination/Guide Signs” standards



Additional Byway Loop, Spur, and Route Recommendations

Grant Wood Historic Hills



Experience Hubs

• Serve as an 
orientation hub to 
other attractions

• Command attention 
because they are on 
a roadside scale

• Concentrate a 
number of stories 
into one stop and 
place them into a 
regional context

Presenter
Presentation Notes
• Enforce the visual identity of the byway• Harmonize with the site



Experience Hub Design Weathering steel or powder 
coated headers and brackets

Unique 
cut-outs in
headers

36”x36”, 
½”-thick panels 
made out of 
high-pressure 
laminate, 
mounted on 
steel backing

Rustic timber supports



Limestone base in areas with limestone bedrock



Byway Overview 
panel

Community/Region 
Resources panel

Front side
Full Byway Experience Hubs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
• Enforce the visual identity of the byway• Harmonize with the site



Back side

Entire Byway: 
Natural History 

Resources panel

Entire Byway: 
Cultural History 
Resources panel



Byway Overview 
panel

Region: Natural History 
Resource panel

Front sideRegional Experience Hubs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
• Enforce the visual identity of the byway• Harmonize with the site



Region: Cultural 
Resources panel

Region: Historical 
Resources panel

Back side







Unified curved 
header bar 
(colors unique 
to byway)

Sign panel design

Unified font
styles and sizes 
(all byways)

Byway logo

Iowa Byways 
logo, website, QR 
code (all byways)

Background 
image of byway

Byway map with 
“You are here”

Snapshot images 
of byway







River Bluffs

Two-Panel Kiosks

Grant Wood



• Site-based: Interpret
what travelers are seeing

• Always on the job: Even
when attractions are 
closed

• Relatively inexpensive:
Compared to facilities and 
interpretive staff

Wayside Exhibits

Iowa Valley



Wayside 
Exhibit DesignWeathering steel 

or powder coated 
supports

Unique cut-outs in 
top arch

Iowa Byways logo 
cut-out in bottom

36”x24”, ½”-thick
panels made out 
of high-pressure 
laminate



Loess Hills Western Skies Driftless Area



River Bluffs Grant Wood Iowa Valley

Delaware 
Crossing

Historic 
Hills



Sign panel design
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Byway logoUnified curved header bar 
(colors unique to byway)

Footer bar with Iowa Byways logo, website, QR code (all byways)
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Loess Hills Western Skies

Driftless Area River Bluffs



Grant Wood Iowa Valley

Delaware Crossing Historic Hills



Scenic Overlooks and 
Site Developments

Iowa Valley



Loess Hills





Lincoln Highway/
Iowa Valley



• Cost effective marketing 
tool to reach casual, 
serendipitous travelers

• Encourages visitors to 
travel the byway and 
seek more information 
online or at welcome 
centers

General Byway 
Brochures



Brochure design

Front cover 

Focal point 
image

Curved 
header

Unified 
fonts

Byway logo 
and 

website

Back cover First Reveal

Map, directions, 
contact info

Interpretive 
summary of byway







Brochure design

Interpret communities and resources in specific regions

Second Reveal



Brochure design
Full Reveal



Scenic Byway 
Travel Guides

• Add greater depth to 
the visitor’s byway 
experience

• Include detailed 
maps, colorful 
photos, and 
interpretive 
descriptions of 
attractions divided 
by region and 
category



Travel Guide Design Curved header, unified fonts, logo

Detailed map with snapshot 
photos

Interpretive descriptions of 
attractions and focal point image



Loess Hills Western Skies

Driftless Area River Bluffs



Grant Wood

Iowa Valley



Unified Byway Websites



Curved 
header, 
unified 
fonts, 
colors, 
logos Publications 

to download 
and videos 
to watch

Updated 
events to 
encourage 
repeat visits

Website Design Clear navigation

Social media 
icons specific 
to byway









Audiovisual Mobile Tours

• Byways are ideal venues for 
mobile tours

• Over 75% of Americans own a 
smartphone (2016); 92% of 
18- to 29-year olds, 74% of 50-
to 64-year olds

• Hearing a voice and seeing 
images adds a personal 
character to the tour



Oral history: Karen Galema , Lansing

Courtesy of Wes Modes, Secret History of American River People





Welcome/Visitor 
Center Exhibits

• Increase awareness of 
byway, facilitate 
impromptu planning, 
heighten traveler’s 
expectations

• Durable touch-screen 
kiosk provides 
interactive planning 
and exploration.





Interpretive Artwork

Murals

Iowa Valley/Lincoln Highway



Iowa Valley

Driftless Area

Grant Wood

River Bluffs



Weathered Steel Silhouette Statues

River Bluffs



Grant Wood



Driftless Area

Loess Hills

Iowa Valley

Grant Wood

River Bluffs



Family Activities



Statewide Iowa 
Byways Junior 
Explorer Program

• Activity-based bookletsto 
encourage families to 
explore Iowa’s byways







Discovery Backpacks

• Encourages more in-depth 
discovery along the byway



Family Passport Book

• Provides incentive to visit 
places that may 
otherwise be passed by 
or overlooked

• Unique stamps at each 
location make it a 
valuable take-home 
memory



Iow
a Valley

DriftlessArea

River Bluffs

G
rant W

ood



Byway Thematic Play Areas
• Playground equipment 

or natural playscapes
that reinforce the 
themes of the byway

Osborne Welcome Center, River Bluffs



Hurstville Interpretive Center, Grant Wood



Prairie Heritage Center, Glacial Trail



Harrison County Welcome Center, 
Lincoln Highway, Loess Hills



Media Cost Estimates



Questions?
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