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DISCUSSION/BACKGROUND:

Carroll County submitted a RISE Immediate Opportunity application requesting a grant to assist in
the improvement of approximately 3,500 feet of 210th Street located northwest of Ralston in Carroll
County. This project is anticipated to be completed by October 2015.
Because this project will provide improved access to approximately 25 acres for industrial purposes
and to maximize RISE support for this project, staff evaluated the application as a RISE Local
Development project.
The evaluation and rating for the project will be discussed.

PROPOSAL/ACTION RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended the Commission, based on the capital investment commitment and potential for
future job creation, reclassify the project as a RISE Local Development project in the February 2015
round of applications and award a RISE grant of $163,800 or up to 50 percent of the total RISEeligible project cost, whichever is less, from the county share of the RISE Fund.
Aye
Boswell
Huber
Miles
Putney
Reasner
Rose
Yanney

COMMISSION ACTION:

Moved by

Division
Director

Seconded by

Legal

State Director

Vote
Nay

Pass

PPM-2015-64

Craig Markley, Office of Systems Planning, said Carroll County submitted a RISE
immediate opportunity funding request to assist in the improvement of approximately
3,500 feet of 210th Street located northwest of Ralston in Carroll County. Because this
project will provide improved access to approximately 25 acres for industrial purposes
and to maximize RISE support for the project, staff evaluated the application as a RISE
local development project. Under RISE local development criteria, the project scored
65 points. Total estimated project cost is $327,600. The county is requesting a RISE
grant of $163,800 and will provide a 50 percent local match. He introduced Marty
Danzer, Chair, Carroll County Board of Supervisors.
Mr. Danzer said agriculture is a vital part of Carroll County and this is a great
partnership with West Central, a soy processing plant that is expanding. He introduced
the delegation members.
Alicia Clancy, Director of Communications, West Central, said West Central is a farmerowned cooperative; owned by about 3,500 partner members in 12 counties in western
Iowa. They are the 41st largest cooperative owned by farmers in the U.S. and the 16th
largest grain company in the country. West Central is an innovative company. One
product for the last 30 years is a soybean meal marketed under the brand name
SoyPLUS. This product is shipped nationally and internationally.
The plant expansion would increase their current capacity by about 50 percent and add
11.5 jobs. It is a significant investment (about $30 million) for a farmer-owned
cooperative. They would also be significantly increasing their truck traffic at the location
for outbound SoyPLUS as well as inbound soybeans. Ms. Clancy noted they would use
the equivalent of about two entire counties’ worth of soybeans with the successful
expansion of this facility so they are excited about the initial market demand and having
improved farm-to-market roads in their area.
Mr. Markley reviewed staff’s recommendation.
Commissioner Yanney moved, Commissioner Miles seconded the Commission, based
on the capital investment commitment and potential for future job creation, reclassify the
project as a RISE Local Development project in the February 2015 round of applications
and award a RISE grant of 163,800 or up to 50 percent of the total RISE-eligible project
cost, whichever is less, from the county share of the RISE fund. All voted aye.

