
 
 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

This is being sent to all employees, please share with those who don’t have easy access to email. 

Date: November 20, 2020
 

KEEPING YOU SAFE – A MESSAGE FROM TROY JERMAN, COO 

As COVID-19 cases have increased across the state lately, we have 

seen a similar increase in cases across the department. Fortunately, 

through our contact tracing we have found that the safety protocols 
utilized here at work are effective. We are seeing very limited spread 

amongst our employees. I want to thank you for the great work you 
are doing to protect yourselves and others you work with!  
 
As we move into a three day holiday next week, I want to remind you 

that the same safety protocols that have protected you at work, will also protect you 
and your loved ones outside of the work setting. I’m asking you to be just as diligent 

with your safety during the Thanksgiving holiday and as you navigate your personal 
lives outside of work. The more consistently everyone follows safety protocols in every 

aspect of their lives the more quickly we can work to limit the spread of COVID-19. 
Safely enjoy your time off next week and come back refreshed and healthy. 

 

WHAT WE KNOW
 

Statewide, Iowa had 2,342 new positive cases of COVID-19 yesterday. As of 9:15 

a.m. this morning, a total of 203,026 Iowans have tested positive since the start of 



the pandemic. Of those 114,293 have recovered. You can find information 

statewide statistics here.  

Below is a look at our positive cases at the Iowa DOT as of 4 p.m. yesterday: 

 
The chart above is updated by 4 p.m. each day and can be found online. 

 

WHAT WE ARE DOING
 

Employee Town Hall Meetings
 

On Tuesday we wrapped up the last of the employee town hall meetings. These 

meetings were a chance to provide clear, current, and consistent information and give 
everyone a chance to ask questions regarding the DOT’s response to COVID-19. There 

were many great questions asked and we hope that you felt it helped you as we 
journey through this pandemic together. We have posted a recording of the 

https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/
http://dotnet/COVID-19/resources.asp


presentation, as well as the Q&A session from each of the town halls on our COVID-19 

resources page. You can find those links under the COVID-19 Case Tracker.  

 

Electronic Message Boards 
 

As cases remain high throughout the state, we, in conjunction with the Governor’s 

Office, have once again began carrying messages on our electronic message boards 
that are located on major highways statewide. These messages, which started 

running at midnight last night, will run daily. They encourage limited gatherings, mask 
wearing, social distancing, and good hygiene practices. Be sure to look for them if you 

are out on the roadways.  
 

 
 

 
 

Let’s Step Up and Stop the Spread 
 

This week the Governor launched the “Let’s Step Up and Stop the Spread” campaign 
including a public service announcement featuring famous Iowans and health care 

professionals reinforcing the simple steps everyone can take to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. We continue to support the Governor in helping Iowan’s understand the 

essential role they play by promoting the PSA through our social media channels.  
 

Convalescent Plasma
 

Convalescent plasma and platelets are blood-related products that can be pulled from 
people who have tested positive for COVID-19 and since recovered. They can be used 

http://dotnet/COVID-19/resources.asp
http://dotnet/COVID-19/resources.asp
https://www.facebook.com/IAGovernor/videos/133207414907288


to help patients who are currently suffering to aid in their recovery from the virus. 
Supplies of convalescent plasma and platelets have become extremely low in the 

state. As a long-time supporter of blood donation, the Iowa DOT encourages anyone 
who has tested positive for COVID-19 and since recovered to consider a donation of 

convalescent plasma or platelets. If interested, please contact your local blood or 
plasma donation center to find out more details.  

 
 

Due to the holiday, we will not have an update next week. Here’s wishing you a safe 
and happy Thanksgiving! Stay safe in all you do.   
  

 


