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The I-80 Planning 
Study: Key Findings

The Iowa DOT conducted a long-term 
planning study of rural I-80 across Iowa to 
identify a new vision for the interstate. The 
recommended plan, called the I-80 Vision, 
is to reinvest in rural I-80 with a fully 
reconstructed and modernized ultimate 
six-lane roadway. The study determined: 

•	 I-80 is one of Iowa’s most important 
transportation corridors.

•	 Rural I-80 needs to be widened and 
modernized to effectively serve Iowa 
in the future.

•	 New vehicle technologies will play an 
important role in the improved I-80 
operations.

•	 The funding needs of I-80 and 
the state are greater than Iowa’s 
projected revenue.

•	 The upgraded rural I-80 will be 
delivered over time in a balanced, 
statewide approach.

•	 Tolling rural I-80, as an alternative 
funding strategy, is not considered a 
viable option.
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Constructing the Vision will be accomplished over time, as funding is available 
and priorities allow. As a framework for our construction planning and 
programming, individual projects along I-80 will be identified based on the 
Vision’s Implementation Plan. Once identified and funded, we will conduct 
additional engineering and environmental planning studies for each project, 
followed by final design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction. The planning 
studies will include field surveys and investigations of potentially impacted 
environmental resources. During the planning studies, as well as during final 
design activities, public meetings will be held to provide additional opportunity 
for public input and comment.

Funding Funding Funding

Planning Design Construction

Public Input Public Input

The I-80 Vision will 
include additional 
public information 
meetings as part 
of the planning 
studies and design 
activities.

Implementing the Vision The Vision’s Project Implementation Triggers
The Vision will be the primary guiding factor for 
determining where funding is focused. As funding is 
available, the needs of I-80 will determine when and how 
the Vision will be constructed. The improvements can be 
built in phases and stages as the needs arise. When a 
need is identified, we will determine how to best address 
the need while implementing the Vision. Through this 
process, the improvements will be completed over time 
as funding allows.

Priorities for phasing will be triggered by three  
primary factors:
•	 Traffic capacity – Congested traffic operations.
•	 Traffic safety – Areas with higher crash rates.
•	 Infrastructure rehabilitation – End of pavement 

service life requiring full replacement to maintain 
state of good repair.
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Note: The I-80 Vision applies to the rural portions 
of I-80. The urban portions are being evaluated 
separately.
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The Vision’s implementation plan is based on I-80’s 
needs, but depends on funding availability. We know we 
don’t have the funds to timely meet the needs, and will 
implement the Vision as funding is identified through a 
balanced statewide priority approach.

Typical I-80 Vison Roadway
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The I-80 Vision: 
Formed by You
Through multiple public meetings, public 
comments received through our study website, 
and a study questionnaire, we learned about 
the issues most important to Iowans. The 
Vision is the product of listening and adjusting 
to what we heard.

https://iowadot.gov/interstatestudy

During the Planning Study, a study website 
allowed residents and other interested 
parties to participate in the study process. 
Over 100 comments were received through 
the site and over 5,500 participants 
completed the on-line questionnaire. This 
site provided access to:
 
•	 General information about the study.
•	 Maps of the study area.
•	 Multiple technical reports on important  

study topics.
•	 A video about future Automated Vehicle 

technologies.
•	 Three on-line public meeting videos.
•	 The final study report - Vision for 

Infrastructure Investment.

Iowa’s statewide vision  
for transportation:

“A safe and efficient multimodal 
transportation system that 
enables the social and economic 
wellbeing of all Iowans, provides 
enhanced access and mobility 
for people and freight, and 
accommodates the unique 
needs of urban and rural areas 
in an environmentally conscious 
manner.”

Iowa in Motion 2045,  
State Transportation Plan,  
May 9, 2017
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