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RESOLUTION NO. 914
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE
BETWEEN
THE QUAD CITIES AND CHICAGO

WHEREAS, the greater Quad City region has been without passenger rail service for over a quarter of a
century; and,
WHEREAS, the proposed addition of Amtrak service between Chicago and the Quad Cities has the
potential to create up to 825 jobs, increase household income up to $16 million per year, and increase
property values up to $77 million in the area; and,
WHEREAS, the proposed route for Chicago to Quad Cities rail includes the Iowa-Interstate tracks which
pass through the center of Geneseo’s business district; and,
WHEREAS, the proposed route for Chicago to Quad Cities rail includes a possible station location in
Geneseo; and,
WHEREAS, the greater Quad City area and the City of Geneseo would experience economic growth and
enhanced quality of life from the availability of passenger rail service.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GENESEO, ILLINOIS:
SECTION I: That the aforesaid recitals in the preamble to this Resolution shall be and are hereafter made
a part of this Resolution.
SECTION II: That the City of Geneseo offers its full support for the effort to restore passenger rail
service between the Quad Cities and Chicago.
Passed by the City Council of the City of Geneseo on this 8th Day of September, 2009 and approved by
the Mayor September 9, 2009.

(seal)
/S/ Tracy A. Kotecki
TRACY A. KOTECKI
CITY CLERK
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
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6
0
0
2

/S/ Patrick Eberhardt
PATRICK EBERHARDT
MAYOR FOR THE CITY OF GENESEO

DEENER, EWERT, SCHMID, SPENSLEY, VAN DER LEEST & WEST.

Kennett and Peterson.

Memorandum of Understanding between the State of Illinois and the Following Communities and
Transit Agencies:

City of Chicago;

City of Naperville;

City of Genoa;

City of St. Louis, MO;

City of Plano;

City of Dubuque, IA;

Village of Summit;

City of Princeton;

City of East Peoria;

City of Joliet;

City of Geneseo;

City of Elgin;

City of Pontiac;

City of Moline;

METRO (St. Louis);

City of Normal;

City of East Moline;

Madison County Transit;

City of Bloomington;

City of Bettendorf, IA;

Showbus (Pontiac);

City of Lincoln;

Village of Coal Valley;

Grundy County Transit;

City of Alton;

City of Rock Island;

Bloomington Normal
Transit System;

City of East St. Louis;

Rock Island Couny;

City of Champaign;

Scott County;

City of Urbana;

City of Silvis;

City of Peoria;

City of Colona;

Kendall County Transit
District;

City of Rockford;

City of Freeport;

MetroLINK (Quad Cities);

Village of LaGrange;

City of Galena;

Rockford Mass Transit;

St. Clair County Transit
District;

to Promote Livable Communities around High Speed and Intercity Rail Stations in Support of
Illinois’s Applications for Federal Funding

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is entered into this first day of October, 2009, by the
Mayors of the abovementioned 34 communities surrounding the current and prospective Illinois
passenger rail corridors (Rail Communities) as well as the Administrators from the abovementioned
Transit agencies for the purpose of memorializing our mutual support and commitment to the State
of Illinois’s federal funding applications.
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WHEREAS, the Rail Communities and Transit Agencies, as recommended in US DOT’s “Vision for
High Speed Rail in America” agree to include the following priorities (The Five Priorities) when
planning for future development and service for the high speed and intercity passenger rail
initiative:
1. Transportation Benefits
2. Economic Recovery
3. Environmental Quality
4. Energy Efficiency
5. Livable Communities
WHEREAS, the State of Illinois has applied for funding for high speed and intercity passenger rail in
Illinois from the Federal Railroad Administration by submitting applications for federal
appropriations and funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)
on August 24, 2009 and will be submitting additional applications for ARRA funding on October 2,
2009.
WHEREAS, the Rail Communities and Transit Agencies will benefit from the cooperation and
submittal of applications to the FRA in support of the high speed and intercity rail initiative,
WHEREAS, the State of Illinois entered into an MOU with seven other Midwest States and the City of
Chicago on July 27, 2009 in support of the development of a high speed and intercity rail corridor
that connects residents throughout the Midwest region.
WHEREAS, the Chicago region is the nation’s rail hub and home to Union Station, one of the busiest
intercity passenger rail stations in the United States and located in one of the highest concentrations
of office space in the world, Chicago is uniquely situated to serve as the hub for a Midwest high
speed rail network. Chicago is one of the nation’s most economically vibrant, and transit oriented
metropolitan areas and is the focal point of an extensive transit and roadway system. This system
connects Union Station with the entire Chicago region and beyond and supports economic growth
and livable communities through enhanced transportation access, improved environmental quality
and energy efficient development and redevelopment. The Chicago Regional Environmental and
Transportation Efficiency Plan (CREATE) will further increase the Chicago Hub’s capacity for train
movements, enabling higher speeds, improved reliability and increased safety. Future plans call for
creating new transit links and providing additional capacity, better transit connectivity and
additional passenger amenities at Union Station. The proposed West Loop Transportation Center
will further expand capacity and intermodal connectivity for intercity rail. Additional projects are
contained in the Chicago Central Area Plan that will further enhance regional connectivity and
support future sustainable economic growth.
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WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis, Missouri recently opened a new $31 million Multimodal
Transportation Center located in the St. Louis region’s downtown central business district. This
station operates 24 hours a day and serves Amtrak, St. Louis MetroLink, MetroBus, Greyhound
cross country busses and taxis. This location serves as a mass transit connection to the entire St.
Louis region through 18 different bus lines and a MetroLink connection to Lambert St. Louis
International Airport as well as to communities in both Missouri and Illinois. The City of St. Louis has
experienced a rebirth over the past 8 years with over $4 billion dollars invested to date. The
downtown neighborhood is home to 15,000 people and is the work destination for 100,000 people
on a daily basis. Downtown St. Louis is the cultural and entertainment hub for the entire state of
Missouri. St. Louis is home to professional sports teams such as the St. Louis Cardinals, Blues and
Rams as well as cultural destinations like the Grand Center arts and entertainment district, the St.
Louis Symphony, Forest Park and the Washington Avenue shopping district. All of these attractions
are accessible to the downtown multimodal station either by walking or by using Metro. St. Louis
hosts hundreds of thousands of tourists each year from throughout the Midwest and the world and
is proud to show its growth and the re development of its walkable communities.
WHEREAS, the City of Joliet is planning a new multi modal passenger transportation center across
from the current Union Station that integrates high speed rail service, commuter rail service,
commuter bus service, intercity bus service and car service in one location. City plans also include
transit oriented development that will further complement downtown attractions near the station
including Harrah’s Casino, The Rialto Theatre, and Silver Cross Field (Minor League Baseball) and
provide economic recovery and growth to Downtown Joliet.
WHEREAS, the Town of Normal has begun a transit oriented development construction project in its
Uptown neighborhood adjacent to the Town’s rail station. The project seeks to revitalize the
Central Business District to promote increased economic opportunities and livable neighborhoods.
The plan includes a new Multimodal Transportation Center as a centerpiece, as well as several
mixed use developments and public infrastructure improvements. The Central Business District will
be one of the first in the nation to receive the LEED ND designation and will become a model for
livable communities across the country. As a result of this initiative, Normal has already experienced
over $200 million in private investments in the Uptown area over the last 6 years. This includes a
new full service Marriott Hotel and Conference Center, which Marriott chose to locate in Uptown in
large part due to the immediate proximity of the train station.
WHEREAS, in September the City of Dubuque partnered with IBM to build a “Smarter, Sustainable
Dubuque” as a model sustainable community that can be emulated by cities and towns across
America. The announcement of the partnership was preceded by IBM opening a Global Service
Center in Dubuque, creating 1,300 new jobs for the City in the midst of the recession. The Iowa
State legislature has committed funds to build a rail platform in the Port of Dubuque, which has
been redeveloped from a brownfield site to become a revitalized community gathering point. The
City of Dubuque and private and non profit partners have invested over $400 million in the
America’s River development at the Port of Dubuque. This location will provide multiple
transportation opportunities, including passenger rail connections to Chicago, public transportation
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options, bike paths, and walkable streets, so that residents and visitors can easily move from the
Port to the Downtown, redeveloped Historic Millwork District, and Washington Neighborhood.
WHEREAS, the Quad Cities are planning a new multi modal passenger transportation center in the
City of Moline at MetroLINK’s Centre Station that integrates proposed intercity passenger rail
service with existing local and regional bus service in one location. The City of Moline has developed
plans for transit oriented development that will attract new jobs and economic growth to
complement the downtown corridor that includes the Western Illinois University Quad Cities
campus, i wireless Center, John Deere Pavilion, and KONE Tower.
WHEREAS, the City of Lincoln is centrally located and is home to a university, two colleges, many
employers looking to expand, and over 15,000 residents. High speed and intercity rail service play a
vital role in connecting Lincoln’s people and institutions to points throughout the Midwest, opening
additional avenues for economic development, and enhancing the livability of the community.
Lincoln is also home to an historic train depot facility. The City is currently in negotiations with the
private owner of the property to ensure continued access and development of the grounds and
surrounding area.
WHEREAS, the City of East Peoria has begun construction on Downtown 2010, a brownfield
development project that creates a vibrant new mixed use center for East Peoria incorporating the
fundamentals of New Urbanism, to bring together Community, Commerce and Technology. This
development will provide approximately 5000 jobs to the area within the next 5 years. The project
is supported by $130 million in mostly private investments. The site encompasses over 86 acres that
will include over 500,000 sq. ft. of retail space, more than 300,000 sq. ft. of office space, Live/Work
units and Civic buildings, making prime retail locations available in this highly visible, easily
accessible, energy efficient, dynamic trade area located in the heart of the Central Illinois market.
The anchors for this new downtown will be a civic plaza and East Peoria Caterpillar Heritage
Museum. While East Peoria is not located on the Chicago/St. Louis corridor, the Norfolk & Southern
railways adjacent to the Downtown 2010 projects allow for future rail connection to the corridor.
WHEREAS, the Regional Transit Authority, Chicago Transit Authority and PACE will submit a letter of
support that corresponds to this Memorandum of Understanding in lieu of signature because of
procedural rules that govern the respective organizations.
WHEREAS, the Illinois Department of Transportation seeks input from the Rail Communities and
Transit Authorities to assist with the review and revision of plans, ordinances, policies, and
practices regarding land use, financing, tax incentives, training, and resource allocation to ensure
the adoption of best practices to promote The Five Priorities and allow all parties to take full
advantage of sustainable development opportunities provided by a high speed or intercity
passenger rail station and the transportation network it serves.
THEREFORE, the Rail Communities and Transit Agencies pledge to work with one another and with
experts to ensure a consistent application of common criteria, standards, and performance
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measures necessary to meet the objectives referenced above, e.g., LEED certification, guidance from
US EPA and US DOE.
THEREFORE, the Rail Communities will explore private and public transportation investment options
to extend the transportation network created by high speed and intercity rail. These transportation
options may include, but are not limited to:
1. “Complete Streets” where pedestrians and bicyclists can travel with the safety of
sidewalks and bike lanes
2. Bike parking/rental options
3. Private taxi service
4. Private/public bus service
5. Streetcar/light rail service
6. Commuter rail service
7. Intercity bus connectors
8. Car sharing service
THEREFORE, the Rail Communities and Transit Agencies listed agree to apply for relevant grants to
fund sustainable development around rail stations. Grants may be available through the Illinois
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunities (DCEO), the Urban Finance Authority, the
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA),
and other state agencies as well as federal agencies.
THEREFORE, the State of Illinois and the Rail Communities and Transit Authorities agree that the
State of Illinois will establish a single point of contact for Rail Communities and Transit Agencies to
identify applicable grants available to rail communities and transit agencies meeting the eligibility
requirements in support of sustainable development in areas surrounding the high speed rail
stations.
THEREFORE, the Rail Communities, Transit Agencies and the State of Illinois agree to work together
to develop, draft, and introduce substantive (non monetary) legislative proposals that will
encourage future development of livable communities around rail stations.
THEREFORE, Rail Communities and Transit Agencies agree to work together in planning for new
development to ensure the development of the high speed rail transportation network embodies
the concepts of the Five Priorities.
THEREFORE, the Rail Communities and Transit Agencies agree to cooperate and communicate with
the State of Illinois, the host railroads, Amtrak or any other future operator, and other stakeholders,
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during environmental reviews of potential rail projects and at other times, as appropriate. Public
forums will be jointly held so as to communicate potential conflicts with existing development and
to discuss other relevant matters, so as to ensure that stakeholders and decision makers are fully
advised of facts and plans, so as to create transparency for the greatest benefit to all.
AND FINALLY THEREFORE, be it resolved the Rail Communities and Transit Agencies agree to:
•

Fully support Illinois’s applications for federal funding for high speed and intercity rail
service.

•

Be separately responsible for the planning, implementation and construction, with no
separate funding requirement, related to the five US DOT priorities listed above within
their city limits.

•

Allow other Rail Communities the opportunity to join in this MOU at any time in support
of all aspects of this agreement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the parties may mutually agree in writing to amend this MOU and
to develop such additional provisions and procedures as they determine necessary in order to
support Illinois’s application for federal funding for high speed and intercity rail service.
AND, FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED THAT in signing this MOU, the undersigned understand and accept
the roles and responsibilities assigned to each of the parties. Each of the parties agrees to
cooperate to the maximum extent to support Illinois’s application for federal funding for high speed
and intercity rail service.

Signature of Governor

Governor Pat Quinn

Signatures of Mayors

Mayor Richard M. Daley
Chicago, IL
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Mayor Francis G. Slay
St. Louis, MO

Mayor Joseph W. Strzelczyk
Summit, IL

Mayor Arthur Schultz
Joliet, IL

Mayor Stephen F. Stockton
Bloomington, IL

Mayor David W. Mingus
East Peoria, IL

Mayor Lawrence J. Morrissey
Rockford, IL

Mayor Chris Koos
Normal, IL

Mayor Tom Hoechst
Alton, IL

Mayor Elizabeth Asperger
LaGrange, IL

Mayor A. George Pradel
Naperville, IL

Mayor Keith Cain
Princeton, IL

Mayor Pat Eberhardt
Geneseo, IL

Mayor Donald P. Welvaert
Moline, IL

Mayor Stan Engstrom
Coal Valley, IL
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Mayor Robert T. Russell
Pontiac, IL

Mayor Keith Snyder
Lincoln, IL

Mayor Alvin Parks Jr.
East St. Louis, IL

Mayor Robert Hausler
Plano, IL

Chairman James E. Bohnsack
Rock Island County, IL

Mayor John Thodos
East Moline, IL

Mayor Michael J. Freemire
Bettendorf, IA

Mayor Dennis E. Pauley
Rock Island, IL

Chairman Jim Hancock
Scott County, IL

Mayor William M. Fox
Silvis, IL

Mayor Terry J. Renner
Galena, IL

Mayor Jim Ardis
Peoria, IL

Mayor Danny L. McDaniel
Colona, IL

Mayor Gerald Schweighart
Champaign, IL

Mayor Roy D. Buol
Dubuque, IA

Mayor George Gaulrapp
Freeport, IL

Mayor Todd Walker
Genoa, IL

Mayor Laura Lunt Pressing
Urbana, IL

Mayor Edward Schock
Elgin, IL

Transit Agency Administrators

Jerry Kane
Madison County Transit (Alton)
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Laura Dick
Showbus (Pontiac, IL)

Dan Duffy
Grundy County (Dwight)
Transit

Pete Webber
Bloomington Normal Transit
System

Jeff Nelson
Quad Cities MetroLINK
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Delores Lysakowski
St. Clair County Transit District
(East St. Louis)

Rick McVinnie
Rockford Mass Transit

Tom Zucker
Kendall County Transit (Plano)

Robert J. Baer
METRO (St. Louis)
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