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Director’s Office
800 Lincoln Way l Ames, IA 50010
Phone: 515-239-1111

June 2, 2015

The Honorable Anthony Foxx
Secretary, United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
The Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT) is pleased to submit an application for the Upper Midwest
Transportation Hub (UMTH) project for the United States Department of Transportation’s Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant program. If successful in obtaining an
award, the Iowa DOT will administer the project. The full resources of the Iowa DOT will be available to assure
that obligation dates and all other federal requirements are met.
This project exemplifies a regional, public-private approach to further state and national economic development,
infrastructure improvement, and intermodal priorities. I am pleased that the Minnesota DOT has recognized the
regional benefits of this application and has joined us as a partnering agency in this application. In addition,
private matching funds are being committed by the Iowa Northern Railway Company (IANR) and the UMTH, LLC,
an operating entity of IANR. Iowa DOT’s administration of the project will include funding oversight.
I strongly support the development of a regional, full-service intermodal facility in Manly, Iowa, at an established
yard and terminal. The UMTH project meets the TIGER grant program’s strategic goals and project readiness
criterion, and its benefits extend beyond Iowa’s borders to Minnesota and other Midwestern states. By expanding
the way in which the region’s products can be shipped, this project has the potential to transform the economy
and lives of those in the Upper Midwest.
The Iowa DOT’s own Freight Advisory Council has identified both a lack of intermodal facilities and a lack of
qualified truck drivers as a challenge to improving freight transportation within Iowa. By harnessing the strengths
of both the rail industry and the trucking industry at a new regional intermodal facility, the region will have a
stronger, more diversified transportation system.
We believe the UMTH project provides an innovative approach to invest in an intermodal project that will help
lower transportation costs for intermodal shipments for Midwestern producers and consumers and strengthen the
region’s economy. Specifically, the UMTH will help:


Facilitate federal, state, local, and private sector collaboration to improve the efficiency of the national
freight network;
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Improve transportation safety by reducing reliance on road transportation;
Improve the condition of existing transportation facilities and systems;
Increase transportation options and destinations for Midwestern products, and thus, more competitive
transportation pricing;
Reduce routine “long haul” trucking to intermodal centers outside of Iowa;
Provide opportunities for more attractive jobs in the trucking industry by encouraging shorter hauls that
get drivers home to their families and communities;
Facilitate the growth of Midwestern exports in manufactured and agricultural products, including value
added products that help create jobs and increase family incomes;
Facilitate effective containerized shipping of the region’s organic and genetically modified agricultural
products to preserve source and genetic identity, and support the growth in diversified farming practices;
Reduce the use of fossil fuels and shrink emissions due to less truck miles and more efficient rail miles;
Support growth in warehousing and distribution centers in the region where intermodal service is critical;
Improve the competitiveness of Iowa’s wind energy manufacturing facilities and biofuel products in the
global marketplace; and
Improve the shipping container balance and availability for Midwestern products.

Additionally, the project will help achieve critical national objectives, including:




Advancing the President’s goals to increase exports and improving America’s competitiveness in a global
economy.
Supporting the core functions of the White House Rural Council and advancing our nation’s bioeconomy.
Supporting the President’s goals to reduce transportation-related air emissions and to diversify America’s
energy portfolio by improving the competitiveness of alternative fuels, including biofuels.

I appreciate your thoughtful consideration of the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub TIGER grant applications.
Sincerely,

Paul Trombino III
Director
PT:lp

Minnesota Department of Transportation
Transportation Building
395 John Ireland Boulevard
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155-1899

May 28,2015

The Honorable Anthony Foxx
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE: TIGER 2015 - Upper Midwest Transportation Hub at Manly, Iowa
Dear Secretary Foxx:
I wish to express the Minnesota Department of Transportation's support for the Upper Midwest
Transportation Hub at Manly, Iowa that is the subject of an Iowa DOT grant application under TIGER
2015. I recognize the many regional benefits of this project, and am pleased to join Iowa DOT's
application as a partnering agency.
The proposed investment will strengthen the market access and transportation options for a full range of
businesses in this region and the Upper Midwest. Minnesota's interest lies in the economic
competitiveness of industries in southeastern Minnesota, a region notable for its farm production and
food processing, but also supporting a diverse manufacturing sector and high technology presence in
energy and medical technology. The area has built a vibrant economy on export markets to a large
extent. The Manly facility would for the first time provide a direct rail access for containerized goods to
the major Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles, via the Iowa Northern and the Union Pacific, and entry
onto domestic container corridors to all parts of the nation. Current logistics patterns require an
expensive and often indirect truck haul to Chicago, the Twin Cities, or Kansas City to reach an
inte1modal terminal, presenting a significant barrier to the competitiveness of businesses with a national
and international reach.
Approval of this grant will enhance the capacity and efficiency of our transportation infrastructure that
will grow our presence in new markets and bolster the entire regional and U.S. economy. We ask that
you give positive consideration to this notable addition to the integrated freight transpm1ation network.

~

Charles A. Zelle
Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Transpmiation
c: Paul Trombino III, Iowa DOT Director

An equal opportunity employer

Iowa Northern Railway Company
Paramount Theatre Building
305 Second Street, Southeast, Suite 400
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401
319-297-6000

May 31, 2015

The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx
Secretary of Transportation
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
The Iowa Department of Transportation as lead applicant and the Minnesota Department of
Transportation as a partnering agency are submitting a TIGER Grant application for the
infrastructure construction for the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub (UMTH) project at
Manly, Iowa. The request is for a grant of $7.1 million or 46 percent of the total cost of the
UMTH project.
Iowa Northern Railway Company (IANR) is pleased to support the two State DOTs on this
critical, transformative project, and commit private funding of $9,065,138 for this TIGER grant
application. For over thirty years, Iowa Northern Railway Company (IANR) has worked to bring
safe and efficient rail service to the communities served between Manly and Cedar Rapids,
Iowa, and we have a strong partnership with Iowa DOT and Worth County, Iowa. IANR has
grown from a modest start-up short line in 1984 with little traffic, to a successful and dynamic
railroad with multiple connections and a growing portfolio of customers. IANR also handles
classification and staging of carload traffic for Union Pacific (UP), supporting their congested
Twin Cities Terminal operations.
As IANR has grown, there have been many changes in our rural area, and some have not been
good. We can do a lot on our railroad to support the needs of shippers and producers, but we
cannot do it all without additional innovation. Our region urgently needs modern and
affordable intermodal service so our north Iowa-southern Minnesota area can retain and
attract new industries by connecting with the international trading network. Shippers with
cargo going to Mexican or Eastern, and Southwestern US markets involves costly dray moves
over 400 miles to reach existing intermodal terminals in Chicago. Those same loads often then
travel back through Iowa in unit trains of the Class I carriers.
The development of a regional, full-service intermodal facility in Manly, Iowa, at an established
yard and terminal and has the potential to transform the way products are shipped in the
Upper Midwest. It offers an innovative approach to invest in an intermodal project that will
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help lower transportation costs for intermodal shipments for Midwestern producers and
consumers and strengthen the region’s economy.
The UMTH, LLC was recently formed by principals of IANR. The UMTH intermodal operation
can easily be absorbed into IANR’s existing daily operations.
IANR is currently going through an equity recapitalization that will provide funds to not only
build the intermodal facility, but to also finish substantial improvements to IANR tracks. This
upgrade, expected to be completed by fourth Quarter, 2016 will allow IANR to raise track
speeds to support the competitive transit times needed to add double stack container trains to
our line. We have already completed replacement of five bridges that had restrictive
clearances that would have prevented the movement of double stack containers on our main
line.
IANR will oversee the construction and operations of the intermodal facility, which will be
adjacent to our existing logistics campus at Manly and within the existing loop track of Manly
Logistics Park (MLP).

In the event that the TIGER Grant is awarded to Iowa DOT, IANR is committed to provide the
necessary resources for the completion of the project.
Land will be conveyed under an existing arrangement with the current landowners (and equity
partners with IANR in MLP). Cascade ail, track and turnout construction and work trains will be
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furnished by IANR. Lift equipment will be purchased by IANR at startup. These components of
the total cost represent a major portion of the non-TIGER portion of the project: All other
expenses required after the TIGER Grant would be covered by IANR from internally generated
funds.
Item
Land Conveyance
Rail
Track Construction
TIGER Grant
All Other Expense
Total Project Cost

TIGER Grant

$7,100,000
$7,100,000

IANR/UMTH, LLC
$2,724,193
$ 577,500
$1,412,362
---$4,351,083
$9,065,138

Total
$16,165,137

IANR has the operating personnel, expertise and resources to partner with Iowa DOT to get this
new opportunity underway as quickly as possible. IANR/UMTH, LCC will share the responsibility
for the intermodal operation. By starting quite small and scaling up as traffic is generated, we
are confident that we will be able to manage and fund the project without difficulty.
IANR will be working closely with our connecting lines to coordinate markets, rail connections
and access to their networks. We also plan on working with them to expand intermodal
networks to Manly for the Eastern Class I carriers over Chicago as well. We also plan to invite
our other connecting railroads to have direct access to the new facility. This will give potential
customers efficient access to the entire North American rail network, providing an innovative
approach to solving the growing problem of limited, competitive and economical access to
freight transportation in the Region.
IANR is also working with various trucking and warehouse interests to develop additional
infrastructure at Manly to enhance the volumes and capacity to the over-all logistic
opportunities that would occur if this application is approved. In addition, Iowa DOT has
outlined significant public benefits within the application.
A TIGER Grant to the Iowa DOT for the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub at Manly, Iowa, will
go a long way toward achieving economic success for this region.

Sincerely,

Daniel R. Sabin, President

Attachment to IANR letter
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COMMITTEES

TOD R. BOWMAN
STATE SENATOR

Transportation, Chair
Agriculture
Economic Growth
Education
State Government

Twenty-ninth District
Statehouse: (515) 281-3371
–
HOME ADDRESS

812 Grant St
Maquoketa, IA 52060
H: (563) 652-5499
C: (563) 370-2422
tod.bowman@legis.iowa.gov

The Senate
State of Iowa
Eighty-sixth General Assembly

Transportation, Infrastructure, and Capitals
Appropriations Subcommittee, Vice Chair

STATEHOUSE
Des Moines, IA 50319

May 14, 2015
The Honorable Anthony Foxx
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:
I am writing to express my support for the TIGER Grant Application to establish the Upper Midwest
Transportation Hub at Manly, Iowa.
This grant will help develop and complete an intermodal container handling facility, which will allow the
trans loading of domestic and international shipping trailers and containers. The facility will have a major
positive impact on the area and rail shipping throughout the U.S.
This hub will stimulate a region of rural America, which is working hard to provide economic
opportunities and advance the well-being of our citizens. The growth forecast by this project will
revitalize Northern Iowa and Southern Minnesota and provide good, high-wage jobs to those still
recovering from the recent economic downturn.
The TIGER Grant will help expand intermodal service and truck/rail connectivity, which will help keep
down shipping and energy costs on a large scale by providing fast, close, efficient services.
This transportation hub can better rail access to both American coasts, as well as to international ports and
markets. Your support for the Manly Transportation Hub TIGER Grant is appreciated, as it would be a
vital component to furthering our economic recovery. Thank you for your considering the Manly
Transportation Hub for a TIGER Grant.
Sincerely,

State Senator Tod Bowman

ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER

AMANDA RAGAN
STATE SENATOR

COMMITTEES

Twenty-seventh District
Cerro Gordo, Butler and
Franklin Counties
Statehouse: (515) 281-3371

amanda.ragan@legis.iowa.gov
__
HOME ADDRESS
361 S Pennsylvania Ave 1-D
Mason City, IA 50401
H: (641) 424-0874
O: (641) 424-2316

The Senate
State of Iowa
Eighty-sixth General Assembly
STATEHOUSE
Des Moines, IA 50319

Agriculture, Vice Chair
Appropriations
Human Resources, Vice Chair
Natural Resources and Environment
Rules and Administration
Veterans Affairs
Health and Human Services Appropriations
Subcommittee, Chair

May 13, 2015
The Honorable Anthony Foxx
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
The purpose of this letter is to express my strong support for the TIGER Grant Application to establish
the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub at Manly, Iowa. This grant will aid in the development and
completion of an intermodal container handling facility which will allow the trans-loading of domestic
and international shipping trailers and containers. The construction of this facility will have a major
positive impact on our area and rail shipping throughout the United States.
First, this hub will have a stimulative effect on a region of rural America which is working very hard to
provide economic opportunities and advance the well-being of our citizens. The growth forecast by this
project will revitalize Northern Iowa and Southern Minnesota and provide good, high-wage jobs to a
population still recovering from the recent economic downturn.
We also believe The TIGER Grant will contribute to expanding much needed intermodal service and
truck/rail connectivity in our area. The closest similar services are obtainable 150 miles away or more.
This hub can help conserve both shipping costs and energy costs on a large scale by providing fast, close,
efficient services.
As our Nation continues to compete strongly in the global marketplace, I feel sure this transportation hub
can provide better, more economical, rail access to both American coasts and then on to international
ports and markets. Your support for the Manly, Iowa, Transportation Hub TIGER Grant will be greatly
appreciated and can be a vital component in furthering the robust recovery we are beginning. Thank you
for your consideration of this matter.
Sincerely,

State Senator Amanda Ragan

The Honorable Anthony Foxx
Secretary, United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:
I write to express the Iowa Economic Development Authority’s support for the Upper Midwest
Transportation Hub (UMTH) project for the United States Department of Transportation’s
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant program. This
project exemplifies a regional approach to further state and national economic development,
infrastructure improvement and intermodal priorities. By expanding the way in which the region’s
products can be shipped, this project has the potential to transform the economy of the Upper Midwest
region.
We strongly support the development of a regional, full-service intermodal facility in Manly, Iowa, at an
established yard and terminal. The UMTH project meets the TIGER grant program’s strategic goals and
project readiness criterion, and its benefits extend beyond Iowa’s borders to Minnesota and other
Midwestern states. Moreover, multiple state agencies, along with the Minnesota Department of
Transportation, stand ready to quickly implement this public-private project.
We believe the UMTH project provides an innovative approach to invest in an intermodal project that
will help lower transportation costs for intermodal shipments for Midwestern producers and consumers
and strengthen the region’s economy. Specifically, the UMTH will help:
 Facilitate the growth of Midwestern exports in manufactured and agricultural products,
including value added products that help create jobs and increase family incomes;
 Growth in warehousing and distribution centers in the region where intermodal service is
critical;
 Increase transportation options and destinations for Midwestern products, and thus, more
competitive transportation pricing;
 Facilitate more cost effective shipment of the region’s organic and genetically modified
agricultural products that require containerization to preserve source and genetic identity;
 Improve the competitiveness of Iowa’s wind energy manufacturing facilities and biofuel
products in the global marketplace;
 Improve the condition of existing transportation facilities and systems;
 Improve the shipping container balance and availability for Midwestern products;
 Reduce “long haul” trucking to intermodal centers outside of Iowa and reduced rail congestion
in the Chicago area;
 Facilitate Federal, State, local and private sector collaboration to improve the efficiency of the




national freight network;
Reduce the use of fossil fuels and shrink emissions due to less truck miles and more efficient rail
miles; and
Improve transportation safety by reducing reliance on road transportation.

Additionally, the project will help achieve critical national objectives, including:
 Advancement of the President’s goals to increase exports and improve America’s
competitiveness in a global economy;
 Supporting the core functions of the White House Rural Council and advancing our nation’s bio
economy;
 Supporting the President’s goals to reduce transportation-related air emissions and to diversify
America’s energy portfolio by improving the competitiveness of alternative fuels, including
biofuels.
I appreciate your thoughtful consideration of the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub TIGER grant
application.

Sincerely,

Debi V. Durham
Director

Transportation Organizations or Companies

Economic development organizations

June 2, 2015

VISION:

The Honorable Anthony Foxx, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, DC 20590-9898

TO BE THE TOP
ECONOMIC GROWTH
REGION IN THE
COUNTRY.

Dear Secretary Foxx,
I am writing on behalf of the Cedar Rapids Metro Economic Alliance in
support of the joint application of the Iowa and Minnesota Departments of
Transportation for a FY 2016 Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant to partially fund the Upper Midwest
Transportation Hub (UMTH).
The Economic Alliance has more than 1,000 members representing
92,000 employees in Iowa’s Creative Corridor. Our work is focused on our
vision to be the top economic growth region in the country. Through core
functions of business support, economic development, community
development, regional development and public policy our mission is to serve
as a catalyst for economic diversity, growth and prosperity for our region.

MISSION:
TO SERVE AS THE
CATALYST FOR
ECONOMIC DIVERSITY,
GROWTH AND
PROSPERITY FOR OUR
REGION.

VALUES:
WE VALUE OUR
MEMBERS AND STRIVE
TO EXCEED THEIR
EXPECTATIONS.

We know a key ingredient in our region’s economic growth is a reliable and
accessible transportation system. The grant request is to enhance our
region’s global trade efforts for years to come.

WE EMBRACE
INNOVATION IN
OUR WORK.

The region is seen as vital to future economic development and business
retention in our state and the Economic Alliance strongly supports this grant
application. We urge you to give it consideration.

WE FOCUS ON
COLLABORATIVE
RELATIONSHIPS IN
EVERYTHING WE DO.

Sincerely,

WE ARE
COMMITTED TO A
HIGH‐PERFORMANCE
CULTURE, CENTERED
ON CORE
COMPETENCIES.

Dee Baird
President & CEO
Cedar Rapids Metro Economic Alliance

319/398.5317

501 First Street SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401

cedarrapids.org

June 05, 2015
Anthony Foxx
Secretary of Transportation
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
SUBJECT: LETTER OF SUPPORT – IOWA/ILLINOIS DOT JOINT-TIGER GRANT APPLICATION
Dear Secretary Foxx:
On behalf of the Cultivation Corridor, a regional economic development organization focused on value-added
agriculture, I offer this letter in support for the Iowa DOT and Minnesota DOT joint-TIGER grant application
for partial funding of the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub.
Enhancing safe, reliable, efficient and cost effective transportation of goods both in and out of the
region, this Manly, Iowa hub will keep the upper Midwest in the forefront of global trade for
decades to come. This has significant impact on economic development and business retention
for our region. Attached is a summary fact sheet briefly outlining the project. With the application
being submitted June 3, we need your personal letter of support as soon as possible.
The Manly, Iowa project is an exceptionally important one to ensure the orderly transfer of goods and
commodities throughout the Upper Midwest.
Thank you in advance for your strong consideration of the Iowa/Minnesota DOT joint-TIGER grant
application.
Respectfully,

Brent M. Willett, CEcD
Executive Director

Educational institutions

515-576-7201 / 800-362-2793
www.iowacentral.edu

June 2, 2015

The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
I am writing in support of the Iowa DOT TIGER grant application. This investment will help us
transport Ag and bio products out of the recently developed Webster County Iowa AG-Industrial
Center, "Iowa's Crossroads of Global Innovation".
The Iowa and Minnesota Departments of Transportation are partnering to submit a TIGER grant
application to the U.S. Department of Transportation for partial funding of the Upper Midwest
Transportation Hub (UMTH). In conjunction with this application, UMTH is also pursuing private
equity funding for the development of the facility. Identifying the interest of potential users of
UMTH is important, as well as supporters of this major economic development initiative.
Enhancing safe, reliable, efficient and cost effective transportation of goods both in and out of the
region, this Manly, IA hub will keep the upper Midwest in the forefront of global trade for decades
to come. This has significant impact on economic development and business retention for our
region. With the application being submitted June 3, we need your personal letter of support as
soon as possible.
A successful TIGER grant for the UMTH will develop an independent, full service intermodal
container facility for the transfer of domestic and international shipping trailers and containers
from truck to rail and rail to truck. This development will serve customers in an approximate 150
mile radius in north central Iowa and southern Minnesota.
The region is currently at a disadvantage in attracting and keeping businesses that need intermodal
services. Now, many Iowa and southern Minnesota shippers requiring intermodal service typically
truck commodities to intermodal centers in Chicago, Kansas City, Council Bluffs (Iowa’s only
intermodal center) or Minneapolis (existing intermodal centers have limited routing options) where
their products enter the national rail system.

FORT DODGE CENTER
One Triton Circle
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-576-7201 / 800-362-2793
www.iowacentral.edu

STORM LAKE CENTER

WEBSTER CITY CENTER

916 N. Russell Street
Storm Lake, IA 50588
712-732-2991 / 800-362-2793
www.iowacentral.edu

1725 Beach Street
Webster City, IA 50595
515-832-1632 / 800-362-2793
www.iowacentral.edu

DOT TOGER Grant Letter of Support
Page -2-

Many businesses in the region needing intermodal service experience higher transportation costs,
making them less competitive due to the additional truck miles to a full service intermodal facility.
Businesses with intermodal needs (warehousing, distribution, manufacturing, and many others) are
less likely to consider this area as a future location. Or, as shipping costs rise, existing businesses
may seek locations with more comprehensive or cost effective transportation option. Additionally,
this region’s abundant food and agricultural products increasingly require sealed containers to
preserve a good product or ingredient’s source or genetic identity.
The capacity of the trucking industry is currently constrained and expected to become more critical,
due to shortages of qualified drivers and restrictions on hours of service. Continued increases in
trucking costs and reductions in available trucking services will drive shippers to reduce long-haul
trucking and more extensively use truck/rail intermodal services.
Benefits of the project:
 Reduces transportation costs for intermodal shipments, increasing profitability for regional
producers.
 Increases available markets for the multi-state region’s products and encourages
competitive pricing because of the multiple rail connections at or near the Manly, IA
location.
 Facilitates the growth of exports in manufactured products and agricultural goods such as
from equipment, dried distiller’s grain and identity-preserved grains.
 Encourages regional growth in warehousing and distribution centers where intermodal
service is critical.
 Mitigates an emerging trucking capacity shortfall and encourages more cooperation among
trucking and rail firms to grow their business together.
 Provides “short Haul trucking options, which can reduce costs and provides employment
option in the trucking industry that are more attractive to today’s workforce by providing a
better quality of life.
 Increase employment opportunities in rural area where well-paying job opportunities are
limited.
 Saves fossil fuels, reduces emissions, and relieves highway congestion due to fewer tuck
miles and more efficient rail miles.
 Locates an intermodal transfer facility at an existing logistics center where support services,
a rail yard and some existing infrastructure can be used or repurposed, leveraging $4.8
million in prior public investment and over $25 million in prior private investment.
Thank you in advance for your support.
Sincerely,
James B. Kersten
Vice President, External Affairs and Government Relations
C: Daniel Sabin, President, Iowa Northern Railway
Paul Trambino, Director, Iowa DOT

Trade organizations
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The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re: Upper Midwest Transportation Hub Grant Application
Dear Mr. Secretary:
On behalf of the Iowa Association of Business and Industry and the 1,500 companie s that comprise our
membership, I write in strong support of the Manly, Iowa, Upper Midwest Transportation Hub . The UMTH
is the subject of an Iowa DOT grant application under TIGER VII.
The proposed investment will strengthen the market access and transportation options for a full range of
businesses in this region and the Upper Midwest. At ABI , our interest lies in the economic
competitiveness of industries in our region (notable for farm production and food processing) , but also
supporting a diverse manufacturing sector and high technology presence in energy and other
technologies. To a large extent, the area has built a vibrant economy on export markets. The Manly
facility would for the lirst time provide a direct rail access for containerized goods to the major Ports of
Long Beach and Los Angeles, via the Iowa Northern and the Union Pacific, and entry onto domestic
container corridors to all parts of the nation. Current logistics patterns require an expensive and often
indirect truck haul to Chicago, the Twin Cities, or Kansas City to reach an intermodal terminal, presenting
a significant barrier to the competitiveness of businesses with a national and international reach.
Approval of this grant will enhance the capacity and efficiency of our transportation infrastructure that will
grow our presence in new markets and bolster the entire regional and U.S. economy. We ask that you
give positive consideration to this notable addition to the integrated freight transportation network that we
are all working for.

~V'~~~~Y'~
Michael Ralston
President

cc:

Iowa Northern Railway Company
305 2"" Street SE, Suite 400
Cedar Rapid s, IA 52401
Dsabin @iowanorthern.com

400 East Court Avenue, Suite 100

cc: Iowa Department of Transportation
Office of Rail Transportation
800 Lincoln Way
Ames, IA 50010
Diane.Mccauley @dot.iowa.gov

I Des Moines, IA 50309-2017 I 515.280.8000

800.383.4224

I

Fax 515.244.3285

I www.iowaabLorg

June 2, 2015
The Honorable Anthony Foxx, Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
The National Propane Gas Association (NPGA) offers this letter in support of the TIGER Grant Application to establish
an Upper Midwest Transportation Hub to be located at Manly, Iowa. A successful TIGER grant for the Upper Midwest
Transportation Hub will develop a full service intermodal container facility for handling and trans-loading (filling on-site)
of domestic and international shipping trailers and containers. This development will serve customers in an approximate
150 mile radius in north central Iowa and south central Minnesota.
In 2014, the flow of the Cochin pipeline was reversed and now propane is no longer transported to Iowa or Minnesota via
the Cochin Pipeline. The area designated for the Hub will be a great location for propane to be delivered by rail and then
transported by trucks to customers for home heating and agricultural purposes. In so doing, it will facilitate a more
accessible and timely delivery of propane, especially during periods of peak demand.
The capacity of the trucking industry is currently constrained and expected to become more critical, due to shortages of
qualified drivers and restrictions on hours of service. Continued increases in trucking costs and reductions in available
trucking services will drive shippers to reduce long-haul trucking and more extensively use truck/rail intermodal services.
The benefits of this project are that it will:
 Lessen the effects of the Cochin Pipeline reversal and reduce the need for local propane marketers to travel
long distances to obtain propane supply during critical demand periods, thereby minimizing the impact on
other regions of the country.
 Mitigate an emerging trucking capacity shortfall and encourage more cooperation among trucking and rail firms
to grow their business together.
 Provide "short haul" trucking options, which can reduce costs and provide employment options in the trucking
industry that are more attractive to today's workforce.
NPGA strongly supports this effort and we would appreciate your consideration of the TIGER Grant. It will have a
tremendous impact on the overall future growth and stability of the economy in Iowa and Minnesota.
Sincerely,

Michael A. Caldarera
Vice-President, Regulatory and Technical Services

Businesses

Deere & Company World Headquarters
One John Deere Place, Moline, IL 61265 USA
Phone: (309) 765-6638 Fax: (309) 749-0235
E-mail: RatzburgWilliamA@JohnDeere.com
William A. Ratzburg
Director, Economic & Community Development
Corporate Citizenship Center of Excellence

June 4, 2015

The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Re: Upper Midwest Transportation Hub TIGER VI Grant Application
Dear Mr. Secretary:
John Deere would like to express its support for the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub (UMTH) in
Manly, Iowa which is the subject of an Iowa DOT grant application under TIGER VI.
Deere & Company is a world leader in providing advanced products and services and is committed to
the success of customers whose work is linked to the land - those who cultivate, harvest, transform,
enrich and build upon the land to meet the world's dramatically increasing need for food, fuel, shelter
and infrastructure.
The proposed UMTH in Manly would strengthen market access and transportation options for a full
range of businesses in the upper Midwest region. John Deere has several large manufacturing
facilities in Iowa within 150 miles of the proposed UMTH. Current logistics patterns to and from our
factories require costly and often indirect truck haul to Chicago, the Twin Cities, or Kansas City to
reach an intermodal terminal, presenting a barrier to the competitiveness of businesses with a
national and international reach.
Additionally, the ability of our customers to expeditiously ship harvested commodities to feed a
growing world can be impeded by the lack of intermodal transport and capacity in the upper Midwest
region. Approval of a TIGER grant for the UMTH would provide a significant funding boost and help
bring a competitive logistical option to the region. The UMTH would also support further economic
development and job creation.
In closing, we ask that you give positive consideration to the TIGER Grant Application from Iowa DOT
for the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub at Manly, Iowa, which could be a notable addition to the
integrated freight transportation network in the United States.
Sincerely,

William A. Ratzburg

Linn County Rural Electric Cooperative
5695 REC Drive

PO

Box 69  Marion, IA 52302-0069  Phone: 319-377-1587 or 1-800-332-5420  Fax: 319-377-5875

June 2, 2015
The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington D.C 20590
Re:

TIGER grant award
Upper Midwest Transportation Hub (UMTH)

Dear Secretary Foxx:
Linn County Rural Electric Cooperative offers its support of the Iowa and Minnesota Department of
Transportation application for Transportation Investment Generation Economic Recovery funding.
The proposed Manly, Iowa hub will help the Midwest region attract and keep businesses that need intermodal
services. Transportation costs for intermodal services would be reduced for the region. Competition would be
increase. The Manly hub would serve the region well in support of its manufactured and agricultural products.
As a result of all these factors, the hub would be a significant contributor to economic development efforts in
the region with increased employment opportunities in rural areas.
Linn County Rural Electric Cooperative believes TIGER funds used for this project would take advantage of an
existing logistics center that has support services and a rail yard where existing infrastructure can be used or
repurposed. Using the Manly hub would take advantage of previous public and private investments.
Thank you for consideration of TIGER funds for Upper Midwest Transportation Hub. It is a project that would
have great benefit for the Midwest region.
Sincerely,

Kim R. Colberg, GM/CEO
Linn County Rural Electric Cooperative

Email: lcrec@linncountyrec.com

Web:

www.linncountyrec.com

Meadowland Soy
th

25333 710 Avenue
Grand Meadow, MN 55936
June 17, 2015
Mr. Anthony Fox, Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE: Upper Midwest Transportation Hub Tiger VI Grant Application
Dear Mr. Secretary:
Meadowland Soy wishes to express its support for the manly, Iowa, Upper Midwest Transportation Hub that is the
subject of an Iowa DOT grant application under TIGER VI.
The proposed investment will strengthen the market access and transportation options for a full range of
businesses in this region and the Upper Midwest. Meadowland Soy’s interest lies in the economic competitiveness
of industries in our region notable for its farm production and food processing. The Manly facility would provide a
direct rail access for containerized goods to the major Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles, via the Iowa Northern
and the Union Pacific, and entry onto domestic container corridors to all parts of the nation. Current logistics
patterns require an expensive and often indirect truck haul to Chicago, the Twin Cities, or Kansas City to reach an
intermodal terminal, presenting a significant barrier to the competitiveness of businesses with a national and
international reach.
This will make Meadowland Soy more competitive with other areas such as Canada and Chicago that have better
freight rates than here in the Upper Midwest. Having a transportation hub in this area for containerized shipping
will lower my cost of shipping my product to counties such as South Korea, Taiwan, Japan, and other countries in
SE Asia. We have a hard time competing with others in the market as our transportation cost is much higher even
though we are geographically closer to the ports than many of our competitors.
Approval of this grant will enhance the capacity and efficiency of our transportation infrastructure that will grow
our presence in new markets and bolster the entire regional and U. S. economy. We ask that you give positive
consideration to this notable addition to the integrated freight transportation network we are all working for.
This is a very important investment for the Upper Midwest.
Please feel free to contact me on this matter.
Sincerely,

Lon Baldus
Meadowland Soy
th

25333 710 Avenue
Grand Meadow, MN 55936
meadowlandsoy@gmail.com 507-459-5151

Date:

5/28/2015

To:

The Honorable Secretary Anthony R. Foxx
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

From: Steven E. Sukup –VP, CFO
Sukup Manufacturing Company
Sheffield, Iowa 50475

Subject: TIGER Grant – Upper Midwest Transportation Hub in Manly, Iowa
Mr. Foxx,
My name is Steve Sukup & I’m a family owner in Sukup Manufacturing Company, located in Sheffield,
Iowa. Our core business is manufacturing agricultural storage and drying equipment, such as grain bins,
hopper bins, fans, heaters, grain dryers & pre-engineered steel buildings. We’ve been in business since
1963 & currently employ near 550 people. We have six distribution centers, strategically located around
the Midwest. I’m writing you today in support of awarding a TIGER Grant for the Upper Midwest
Transportation Hub in Manly, Iowa. This grant could have a great impact not only on my business, but
on all manufacturers located in the upper Midwest. Annually, we go through well over 50,000 tons of
steel coil in our manufacturing process. Getting these coils to our facility is very costly. Trucking is
constantly an issue, storage is constantly an issue, & freight charges are through the roof. We currently
rail a majority our coil into Minneapolis, Minnesota, & then have it hauled by truck back down to us. In
many cases, our steel travels right on by us before it is trucked into our facility. Growing freight costs,
coupled with astronomical storage costs have actually pushed us into looking at the possibility of
developing our own local intermodal facility. We estimate that a facility of this type would pay for itself
within three to five years’ time (for our needs alone). Think of what a facility of this size and capacity
could do for multiple companies in the Upper Midwest. Awarding a TIGER grant to this project would
greatly impact the outgoing end of our business as well. We ship product all over the world, & an
intermodal hub within the Upper Midwest would greatly help facilitate that. I believe a hub of this size
would attract new businesses & jobs to the Upper Midwest, & substantially reduce the costs of
transportation for my company in specific. I appreciate your time and consideration of providing this
TIGER Grant to the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub in Manly, Iowa. Thank you and have a nice day.
Sincerely
Steve Sukup
CC:

Iowa Northern Railway
PO Box 640
Greene, IA. 50636

Yermeer
Vermeer

1210 Vermeer Road East
Pella, IA 50219
Phone: (641)628-3141
Fax; (641) 621-8400

Mary Vermeer Arodringa

Chief Executive Officer
Chair of the Board

www.vermeer.com

June 26, 2015

The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx
U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
Mr. Secretary,

We appreciate the foresight and goals of the Transportation Investment Generating Economic
Recovery (TIGER) grants announced by the U.S. Department of Transportation to assist in
funding capital investments in surface transportation infrastructure projects across the country.
As CEO of Vermeer Corporation, in our role as an lowa-based manufacturer needing a strong

supply chain and distribution capabilities, or with the Nat'l Association of Manufacturers (recent
NAM Chair) ensuring the vitality of manufacturing in the US, or as a President's Export Council
member making sure strong infrastructure exists to meet exporting opportunities, I am concerned
that we have the right physical structure in place to move forward. I am especially concerned that
productive rural and smaller urban areas in the US are tied in to the global value chain.
The Iowa and Minnesota Departments of Transportation have partnered to submit a TIGER grant

application for partial funding of the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub (UMTH). Enhancing safe,
reliable, efficient and cost effective transportation of goods both in and out of the region, this
Manly, Iowa hub will keep the upper Midwest in the forefront of global trade for decades to come.
This has significant impact on economic development and business retention for the region.
A successful TIGER grant for the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub will develop an independent,
full service intermodal container facility for the transfer of domestic and international shipping
trailers and containers from truck to rail and rail to truck. This development will serve customers
in an approximate 150 mile radius in north central Iowa and southern Minnesota.
This region is currently at a disadvantage in attracting and keeping businesses that need
intermodal services. Currently, many Iowa and southern Minnesota shippers requiring intermodal
service typically truck commodities to intermodal centers in Chicago, Kansas City, Council Bluffs
(Iowa's only intermodal center) or Minneapolis (existing intermodal centers have limited routing
options) where products enter the national rail system.
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Many businesses in the region needing intermodal service experience higher transportation costs,
making them less competitive due to the additional truck miles to a full service intermodal facility.
Businesses with intermodal needs (warehousing, distribution, manufacturing, and many others)
are less likely to consider this area as a future location. Or, as shipping costs rise, existing
businesses may seek locations with more comprehensive or cost effective transportation options.

I would like to register support for the TIGER grant application of the Iowa and Minnesota
Departments of Transportation for partial funding of the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub

(UMTH). This significant infrastructure improvement would improve the productivity and
competitiveness of the region and companies like Vermeer Corporation.
Respectfully,

Mary Vermeer Andringa

Chief Executive Officer and Chair of the Board

Government Relations

701 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW ▪ Suite 750 ▪ Washington, DC 20004

LUKE M. HARMS
Senior Manager, Government Relations

June 2, 2015

The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
Whirlpool Corporation (“Whirlpool”) strongly supports the TIGER grant application for the Upper Midwest
Transportation Hub (UMTH). This partnership between the Iowa and Minnesota Departments of Transportation
would help ensure reliable and cost effective transportation of goods into and out of the Upper Midwest region.
Whirlpool is the number one major appliance manufacturer in the world, with approximately $20 billion in annual
sales, 100,000 employees and 70 manufacturing and technology research centers throughout the world in 2014.
The company markets Whirlpool, Kitchenaid, Maytag, Consul, Brastemp, Amana, Bauknecht, Jenn-Air, Indesit and
other major brand names in more than 170 countries.
Having intermodal capability in Iowa would support our Midwest manufacturing and distribution operations in
Middle Amana and North Liberty, Iowa. The UMTH would allow Whirlpool to avoid costly drayage to Chicago and
other more distant intermodal facililties.
Again, Whirlpool strongly supports the TIGER grant application for the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub. Thank
you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Luke M. Harms
Senior Manager, Government Relations
CC: Iowa Department of Transportation

