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Coordinator Letter

M- L H

M%F'RAIRH::/ IVERS

December 2016
To the Readers of the Corridor Management Plan:
The unique experience of researching, writing, and assembling a document of this size

and one that is so important to the future the Lincoln Highway and the state of lowa
has been very interesting, rewarding, and inspiring.

HIGHWAY

, : . N HERITAGE
The Lincoln Highway has such a unique story to tell. It was the first improved BYWAY

transcontinental road in the United States. It has seen changes in how roads are built,

how bridges are designed, and even changes in the design of automobiles that drive on
it. In the early days, to travel the length of the route, from Times Square in New York to the Legion of Honor
Park in San Francisco, was quite a feat. | liken it to today’s “Survivor” TV show. Many drivers had to be their

owh mechanic and take tires, oil, and other supplies with them. Would there be gas available along the road?
Did they have enough oil to put in headlights, if needed? Would they find a place to sleep or a place to eat?

Many of these early coast-to-coast trips have been re-created 100 years later. In the summer of 2016, a group
of women motorcyclists paid honor to the Van Buren sisters who rode their motorcycles from New York to
California in 1916. Anita King {(a Hollywood actress) drove solo in her car from California to New York on a
challenge from her director Cecil B. de Mille. In honor of Anita {their great-great aunt), three sisters drove the
same route 100 years later. Tribute rides like this occur quite often on the Lincoln Highway. Today, people
from Europe will even ship their cars over just to drive the route and proclaim, “| drove the entire Lincoln
Highway!”

As | traveled across the state visiting attractions, parks, and historical/cultural sites | met very interesting
people and was rewarded with their stories about the Lincoln Highway, what early travel was like, and how the
Lincoln Highway brought visitors to their communities and helped spur economic growth.

During the community input meetings that were held in 2015 and 2016, it was inspiring to hear what residents
saw as a future for the Lincoln Highway and for their communities. It was through thase meetings that we saw
an invisible thread connecting each city along the route, yet saw the importance of each community’s
unigqueness.

My hape is that, as a reader, you find a section of this Corridor Management Plan that interests you. As you
think about the intrinsic qualities that make a road a byway (archaeological, cultural, historical, natural,
recreational, or scenic) you will incorporate portions of the spirit of the Lincoln Highway into your life. If you
serve on a board, commission, council, public office, or just as a citizen, | will hope that you consider the
Lincoln Highway in your conversations as you make decisions and carry out projects.

| hope you find this document informational, interesting, and inspiring. It was truly a labor of love.

k}uuw KW

Janice K. Gammon, MPA
Coordinator, lowa Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway
Manager, Corridor Management Plan

2402 South Duff Avenue “* Ames, |A 50010 ** 515.232.0048 %* www.prrcd.org

a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization
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Abbreviations

A.D.= Anno domini (in the year of the Lord)
B.C.= Before Christ
CIG= Conservation Innovation Grant
CMP= Corridor Management Plan
CSR= Corn Suitability Rating
DNR= Department of Natural Resources
DOT= Department of Transportation
E= Endangered (Species)
FHWA= Federal Highway Administration
FTY= Failure to Yield
IDOT= lowa Department of Transportation
ILHA= lowa Lincoln Highway Association
LHA= Lincoln Highway Association
LHHB= Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway
T= Threatened (Species)

NRHP= National Register of Historic Places
RC & D= Resource Conservation and Development
REAP=Resource Enhancement and Preservation
ROW= Right of Way
TEIM= Travel Association’s Economic Impact Model
TODS= Tourist-oriented directional signage

UP = Union Pacific
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Bob and Joyce Ausberger

Bob and Joyce Ausberger were chosen to serve as Honorary Advisors for the Corridor Management Plan. The Ausbergers
have been a driving force for the Lincoln Highway Association at the local, state, and national level. They, and a few oth-
er individuals, formed the Greene County Lincoln Highway Association in 1991 as a result of working to save the Eureka
Bridge, just west of Jefferson, lowa.

Avyear later in 1992, the Ausbergers and others gathered in Ogden, lowa to form the national Lincoln Highway Association.
Bob served as the 2nd President of the national group and Joyce served as an early secretary. They both have held offices
in the lowa Lincoln Highway Association, with Joyce being the current treasurer and Greene County Consul.

Marshall County Consul and State Center Mayor, Harlan Quick, says, “Bob and Joyce Ausberger have been unwavering in
their support of the Lincoln Highway Association and the lowa Lincoln Highway Association since its inception. They have
worked tirelessly to build the organizations and to promote the Lincoln Highway. Bob and Joyce have been instrumental
to the success of both organizations.”

From LHA State Director for lowa and Linn County Consul, Dean Parr, “Over the last ten years of working with the Lincoln
Highway Association, | have found Bob and Joyce to be a great source of encouragement. No matter what the issue is
they have constructive ideas for how to solve or minimize the impact of a problem or build on an opportunity. Their
leadership has made their community aware of the importance of the Lincoln Highway, not only in Greene County,
but all across the United States. They have shared the message about the impact the Lincoln Highway made on local
economics and the growth of towns along its pathway. Their dedication to preserve, protect, and promote is the basic
mission of the Lincoln Highway Association. Bob and Joyce continue to raise the bar for all of us.”

Kay Shelton, President of the Lincoln Highway Association, says, “In 2017, the Lincoln Highway Association (LHA) will
celebrate the 25th Anniversary of its re-founding in Ogden, lowa. Without Bob and Joyce Ausberger, that quarter cen-
tury of work reviving interest in the Lincoln Highway may not exist. They and a group of over forty historians and road
enthusiasts, including the late researcher, author, and publisher Gregory Franzwa, came together for a meeting in Og-
den on October 31, 1992 on the 79th anniversary of the dedication of the Lincoln Highway to plan how to organize the
re-founding of the LHA. After that initial meeting, the Ausbergers did not stop working hard to preserve the history of
the Lincoln Highway throughout lowa and at the national level. Among many other leadership positions, Bob served as
the National President of the Lincoln Highway Association from 1994 to 1996 and Joyce is the long-time treasurer of the
lowa Chapter. Their contributions to the Lincoln Highway over the decades became exemplary models for how other
states organized their chapters, car tours, preservation efforts, local museums, and many other activities.”

Bob and Joyce Ausberger have been valued volunteers, sharing their vast knowledge of the history of the Lincoln Highway,
with the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway. Prairie Rivers of lowa and the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway are fortunate
to have their support in this CMP project.
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Introduction and History of the Lincoln Highway

The Lincoln Highway plays an integral role in the history
of transportation in the United States. This is especially
true of the impact it had in lowa

History

In the late 1800s and early 1900s,
bicycles were still the preferred
mode of transportation and the
automobile was just coming
onto the scene. Carl Fisher had
raced and sold bicycles and he
was just developing his Prest-
O-Lite auto headlight business
when the idea for a coast-to-
coast road came to him. If peo-
ple, average people, could get |
out and drive this new invention
called the automobile, he and —
other auto businesses would re- Carl Fisher
ally thrive. Fisher, always the “idea man,” created the
Indianapolis 500 and would later develop Miami Beach.
He died penniless in 1939 after losing his fortune in the
1929 Stock Market Crash. Fisher received his fortune as a
result of connections with the owner of a U.S. Patent for
acetylene headlights, which led his firm to be the supplier
of almost every headlight put on early automobiles. This
also led him to friendships with notable auto magnates
which he would call upon to create this road he initially
wanted to call the “Coast-to-Coast Rock Highway,”

One of the auto industry leaders that was on-board with
Fisher’s idea was Henry Bourne Joy, President of the Pack-
ard Motor Car Company. With the help of Henry B. Joy,
Fisher started looking at existing roads, wagon trails,
and dirt roads to make this dream a reality. The road
would begin in Times Square in New York City and end
in San Francisco at the Palace of the Legion of Honor in

Lincoln Park. The route would
connect main streets of com-
munities across the nation and
it was an honor to be named as
a town on the route. When the
Lincoln Highway was established
in 1913, it was decided to name
it for Abraham Lincoln, the six-
teenth president, as a memori-
al to him. Both Fisher and Joy
were admirers of President Lin-
coln. And by attaching Lincoln’s
name to the route, it could be
used as a marketing tool.

Henry B. Joy

But it was not exactly easy to come up with the route.
Mr. Joy, Mr. Fisher, and others in the auto industry joined
together to create the Lincoln Highway Association (LHA).
Joy served as the first president of the national Lincoln
Highway Association. Each community across the nation
had a representative to help encourage the building and
improvements to the roadways.

In lowa, the LHA had to find good bridges to cross the Mis-
sissippi River and the Missouri River and determine how
to navigate through lowa’s very wet and swampy land, of-
ten called “gumbo.” The Union Pacific railroad had come
through first and found what looked to be the most direct,
most level, and driest route. Therefore, in most of lowa,
the Lincoln Highway mirrors the UP railroad tracks.

The 2005 Lincoln Highway Corridor Managment Plan done
by lowa State University states,

“The Lincoln Highway in lowa is an integral segment of the
first coast-to-coast highway in the United State. Initiated
at the dawn of the nation’s automotive age, the approxi-
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mately 3,000-mile-long Lincoln Highway was developed as
both a transportation corridor and an important economic
development opportunity for the communities adjacent to
the transcontinental route. Existing Communities began to
extend beyond their traditional boundaries to take advan-
tage of the newly designed roadway. In lowa, the highway
provided new markets for existing businesses that were al-
ready located on the route, but also provided the impetus
for the development of new businesses, particularly gas
filling station, tourist courts and motels, and diners and
cafes that could take advantage of the growing number of
motorists traveling in and through lowa.

Extending from Times Square in New York to Lincoln Park
in San Francisco, the highway was named for Abraham Lin-
coln, the sixteenth President of the United States. The
highway, which was established in 1913, ushered in a new
era that would change forever the way that Americans
traveled for both work and leisure. The Lincoln brought
urban travelers from both coasts through lowa, but also
made travel between lowa’s communities more efficient
and convenient. The concept of the Lincoln Highway was
important in national transportation and an important first
step in long-distance transportation that eventually led to
the designation of national and state roads as well as to the
creation of a national interstate system.”

lowa was known for its “gumbo” (mud) and early travelers
often complained about getting stuck in the lowa mud.
Horses were used to pull autos out of the mire and used for
grading roads, also later used for incorporating gravel into
the roadbed as a road improvement. The lowa Depart-
ment of Transportation (IDOT) library has an extensive col-
lection (available on-line) containing early photos of road
construction, road maintenance, and the building of road
infrastructure on their website at http://www.historical-
photos.iowadot.gov/.

The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan

The national office of the LHA decided each rural state
should pave a one-mile stretch of road, called a “seedling
mile”, to show how concrete could be used to create an
ideal, drivable road and to encourage communities to pool
their money and build their own roads. In 1918, lowa was
the last state to build a “seedling mile,” which is just out-
side of Cedar Rapids. They used train cars full of donated
cement and piles of sand to make the concrete on a very
muddy stretch of land in Linn County and brought residents
out to witness what driving on a good road was like. The
only other section of paved road for quite some time was
in Greene County, where they paved a 6.5 mile section
equidistant from the center of Jefferson (so as to not favor
one side of the community over the other). By late 1924,
Greene County had completed paving all of its 30 Lincoln
Highway miles and by 1929, all of lowa’s Lincoln Highway
was paved.

Professionals and the Lincoln Highway

Jens Jensen was an early landscape architect invited by
the national LHA to help develop
the Lincoln Highway. He had done
work for many auto magnates at
their homes and factories. His plans
for the Lincoln Highway included
walking and bike paths, lighting
along the route, parking areas, and
camping and picnicking areas with
special attention to native prairie =&
plantings to create a pleasant route |t
for the traveler. Indiana’s “seedling
mile” used some of Jensen’s ideas
to create their “ideal section” - a
1.5 mile paved road between Scher-
erville and Dyer in Indiana.

Jens Jensen

The Anderson Law was passed in 1902 and allowed for high-
way commissions to be formed. lowa’s State Highway Com-
mission was at first a research entity at lowa State College
and did data collection, planning, and public education,
then broke away to become its own entity. With the An-
derson Law, the tradition of local control of roads was re-
versed. Instead of local farmers having the responsibility
of roadways, counties started taking control. County engi-
neers were hired to oversee improvements. Over time, the
route in lowa did improve. New bridges were built and the
alignment of the Lincoln Highway shifted slightly to these
new bridges and roads. lowa State University Engineering
Department helped develop best methods for building and
maintaining roads. In the beginning, horses were used to
drag the roads to level out the “gumbo” and add in coarser
gravel. Eventually trucks with blades, snowplows, mow-
ers, and other machinery were developed.

In the early 1900’s, Thomas MacDonald was a graduate
student studying engineering under Anson Marston at lowa
State College. MacDonald’s thesis investigated the subject
of road building in detail and compared different types of
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road surfaces. He also looked at use of road taxes. When
the State Highway Commission was
officially formed in 1904, MacDonald
was placed in charge of field opera-
tions. As lowa’s Chief Highway Engi-
neer until 1919, he campaigned for
good roads, organized a profession-
al staff, and began to set standards
for highway construction. In 1919,
MacDonald was appointed director
of the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads.
Much of his work was evident in the
Lincoln Highway improvements as Thomas MacDonald
well as other roads across lowa.

The Lincoln Highway Today

The Lincoln Highway was eventually improved in each of
the 13 states it travels through across the United States.
They are:

e New York

* New Jersey

e Pennsylvania

e Ohio

¢ Indiana

« lllinois

¢ lowa

¢ Nebraska
e Colorado
«  Wyoming
o Utah

¢ Nevada

e C(California

In lowa, the Lincoln Highway travels across 13 counties.
From east to west they are:

e Clinton
o« Cedar

e Linn

« Benton

¢ Tama

e Marshall
e Story

e Boone

o Greene
e Carroll

« Crawford
e Harrison

o Pottawattamie

Each of these counties will be explored in depth within the
intrinsic quality context for a Scenic Byway in Chapter 3.

As the route was developed, along with it came economic
development for each of the counties and communities it
touched. When the LHA named the towns the Lincoln High-
way would travel through, the announcement came with
great celebrations, orations, and festivities on Halloween
night in 1913. Communities knew they had it made. Travel-
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ers would come and they would thrive. I

The Lincoln Highway Association felt their job was don I
once the road was paved, signage was in place and the #30
assigned to the route, so they dissolved. Years passed and

in 1992, the LHA was resurrected in a meeting in Ogden,
lowa. In the 2000s, the LHA submitted an application to the
lowa Department of Transportation Byway program.

Today, the Lincoln Highway route is designated as an lowa
Byway by the lowa Department of Transportation scenic
byways program with the official name of Lincoln Highway
Heritage Byway. It is one of lowa’s current 11 sate byways
and although it is an old road, it is the most recently desig-
nated and also is the longest in the lowa Byways collection.
The Byway route is a mix of the original route and sub-
sequent realignments, determined to provide the byway
traveler with the best combination of the historical charac-
ter of the road and a pleasant driving experience. Some of
the other alighments over time are marked as “loops” off
the main route, and these loops always return the traveler
back to the main route.

The route travels through 13 counties with a population of
640,243 lowans, or 21% percent of the entire population of
lowa. The Byway program is a Department of Transporta-
tion program and the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway is
managed by Prairie Rivers of lowa, a Resource, Conserva-
tion, and Development (RC&D) non-profit in Ames, lowa.

From the 2005 Lincoln Highway CMP created by lowa State
University,

“The Lincoln Highway from its conception was more than just a
roadway; driving it was planned to be a motoring experience.
The route was marked with highway markers bearing the image
of Lincoln, state-of-the-art bridges and culverts were installed
along the route, and travel guidebooks published by the Lincoln
Highway Association informed motorists about the route they
were traveling and roadside services available in communities
along the route. The Lincoln Highway Association was not only
the forerunner of latter day travel clubs, but actively promot-
ed the highway and advocated improvement of roads through-
out the nation. By 1925, there were so many roadways in the
United States that a national numbering system was instituted
to eliminate confusion among routes bearing similar names and
numbers, and the Lincoln Highway between Philadelphia and
Salt Lake City became U.S. 30. With these innovations and the
growing availability of roadside services, maps, and changes in
commercial advertising, there was less need for the early ser-
vices and promotions offered by the Lincoln Highway Association.
As a result, it ceased operations in 1927, but the name Lincoln
Highway has persisted in informal usage over the years and much
of the original route remains in use throughout lowa and in much
of the Nation. The Lincoln Highway Association reformed in Og-
den, lowa in 1992 as part of a nationwide interest in preserving
historic highways and roadside architecture.”
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Chapter 1: Overview of the Corridor
Management Plan
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Section 1: The Corridor Management Plan

What is a Corridor Management Plan?

A Corridor Management Plan (CMP) is a written plan for a
byway that both defines the important assets of the by-
way and sets out a guide for preserving and enhancing
those assets. It focuses not only on the historical aspects
of the byway, but also its scenic, archeological, cultur-
al, natural, and recreational qualities. A CMP includes
plans for interpreting key sites along the byway, increas-
ing tourism, and contributing to local economies. These
plans are for the short (0-3 years), medium (3-5 years),
and longer (5-10+ years) terms.

Why is a CMP important?

A CMP is important for several reasons. First, it gives
everyone connected to the Lincoln Highway-community
members, business leaders, attractions, and residents
of Lincoln Highway towns-a chance to contribute to the
guide that helps us reach our goals for the Lincoln High-
way Heritage Byway in lowa. Second, the statewide
lowa Byways program, of which the Lincoln Highway is
a member, requires up-to-date CMPs for each byway in
the state. Finally, the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) requires a CMP for all byways applying to become
a National Scenic Byway (right now, the Lincoln Highway
is designated at the state level).

The lowa Byways Program requirement for a Corridor
Management Plan (CMP) is based on guidance from the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). FHWA describes
the scope of a CMP in detail in its interim policy for the
National Scenic Byways program, published in the Federal
Register on May 18, 1995.

This CMP project is being conducted to build upon and
update the March 2005 CMP that was completed by the
Department of Landscape Architecture, Institute for De-

WEOrTey

sign Research and Outreach within the College of Design
at lowa State University in Ames, lowa.

The 2005 CMP was an introduction to the road and a list-
ing of locations that are important to the history of the
road and the communities it travels through. The plans
outlined in it relate more to infrastructure and history of
the roadway, rather than a focus on all of the intrinsic
qualities.

One of the outcomes for this 2016 CMP is to identify proj-
ects that could be undertaken all along the route to make
it a more cohesive unit, while still allowing each com-
munity or location along the road keep its own identity
and uniqueness. Prior to this planning process, disparate
projects along the byway (related to all intrinsic quali-
ties) were undertaken without regard for byway themes
and priorities.

Another outcome is to create a more comprehensive CMP
that could be used if there is another call for National
Scenic Byway nominations. There are 14 points used by
both the FHWA for national designation and the lowa De-
partment of Transportation (DOT) for the state byway
program. These points will be addressed throughout this
document. The FHWA also lists the requirements for a na-
tional designation on their website.

HIGHWAY
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FHWA Requirements

From the FHWA website, the requirements for a national
designation are:

“To be considered for national designation, your byway
must have completed and adopted a Corridor Manage-
ment Plan in accordance with Section 9 of the Interim
Policy. In the nomination application, you will be asked
to:

Plan Adopted. Provide the date your CMP was ad-
opted. Draft CMPs that have not been adopted will
not be considered.

Plan Update. Indicate whether your State/Indian
tribe/Federal land management agency requires that
CMPs be regularly updated to reflect current priori-
ties and if so, how often.

Priorities for the Next Five (5) Years. If your
State/Indian tribe/Federal land management agency
does not require that CMPs be regularly updated to
reflect current priorities, you will be asked to de-
scribe in ten concise bullet points or less your priori-
ties for the byway for the next five (5) years.

Your byway’s Corridor Management Plan must address
each of the following points. In the nomination applica-
tion, you will be asked to identify the principal pages in
your document(s) that discuss this point and summarize
the key findings or objectives from your plan.

1. A map identifying the corridor boundaries, location,
intrinsic qualities, and land uses in the corridor.

2. An assessment of the intrinsic qualities and their
“context” (the areas surrounding them).

Section 2: The Lincoln Highway Heritage
Byway’s Unique Needs

There are also several elements to be included in the Lin-
coln Highway Heritage Byway CMP based on the unique
needs of this historic roadway in lowa:

An emphasis on community priorities for the Lincoln
Highway Heritage Byway developed as a result of com-
munity input and meetings across the state.

Creation of multiple projects across the state based on
these community priorities to spur community action
after the CMP is adopted. The CMP process will help
position communities to seek the necessary support to
complete the projects.

3. A strategy for maintaining and enhancing each of
those intrinsic qualities.

4. The agencies, groups, and individuals who are part of
the team that will carry out the plan, including a list
of their specific, individual responsibilities. Also, a
schedule of when and how you will review the dgree
to which those responsibilities are being met.

A strategy for how existing development might be
enhanced and new development accomodated to pre-
serve the intrinsic qualities of your byway.

A plan for on-going public participation

A general review of the road’s safety record to lo-
cate hazards and poor design, and identify possible
corrections.

A plan to accomodate commercial traffic while en-
suring the safety of sightseers in smaller vehicles, as
well as bicyclists, joggers, and pedestrians.

A listing and discussion of efforts to minimize anom-
alous intrusions on the visitor’s experience of the by-
way.

. Documentation of compliance with all existing local,
state, and federal laws about the control of outdoor
advertising.

. A plan to make sure that the number and placement
of highway signs will not get in the way of scenery,
but still be sufficient to help tourists find their way.
This includes, where appropriate, signs for interna-
tional tourists who may not speak English fluently.

. Plans of how the byway will be marked and publi-
cized.

. Any proposals for modifying the roadway, including
an evaluation about design standards and how pro-
posed changes may affect the byway’s intrinsic qual-
ities.

. A description of what you plan to do to explain and
interpret your byway’s significant resources to visi-
tors.”

An Economic Impact Assessment based on byway best
practices to document the role of the Lincoln Highway
Heritage Byway to the state and local economies and
to help increase economic development through the
byway.

A strong focus on interpretation of Lincoln Highway
resources to complement the interpretive strategies
of related groups, especially the lowa Lincoln Highway
Association and the lowa Byways statewide interpre-
tive plan.

An emphasis on the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway
in lowa in the context of the larger coast-to-coast Lin-
coln Highway, especially for building connections with
other Lincoln Highway byways and building a strong
heritage corridor nationwide.

Integration with existing major information-collecting
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projects including work done by lowa State University
and its affiliates prior to the Lincoln Highway being
designated a state byway, the lowa Byways statewide
points of interest database, and the lowa Byways
statewide photography project.

The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway looked at several
existing CMP’s to draw from for style, content, and orga-
nization. The best practices found for CMPs were Harriet
Tubman, Journey through Hallowed Ground, and Loess
Hills. Each had its unique strengths and our intent was
to capture those in the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway
Corridor Management Plan.

Section 3: Intrinsic Qualities Defined

According to guidance form the Federal Highway Admin-
istration and the National Scenic Byway Program, intrin-
sic qualities are outstanding qualities that make a road
worthy to be considered a Byway. Both the lowa DOT and
the National Scenic Byway adhere to these qualities when
determining Byway designation.

“To be designated a National Scenic Byway, a road must
possess characteristics of regional significance within at
least one of the intrinsic qualities.

Archaeological
Archaeological Quality involves those characteristics of

the scenic byways corridor that are physical evidence of
historic or prehistoric human life or activity that are visi-
ble and capable of being inventoried and interpreted. The
scenic byway corridor’s archeological interest, as iden-
tified through ruins, artifacts, structural remains, and
other physical evidence have scientific significance that
educate the viewer and stir an appreciation for the past.

Cultural

Cultural Quality is evidence and expressions of the cus-
toms or traditions of a distinct group of people. Cultur-
al features including, but not limited to, crafts, music,
dance, rituals, festivals, speech, food, special events,
vernacular architecture, etc., are currently practiced.
The cultural qualities of the corridor could highlight one
or more significant communities and/or ethnic traditions.

Historic

Historic Quality encompasses legacies of the past that
are distinctly associated with physical elements of the
landscape, whether natural or manmade, that are of such
historic significance that they educate the viewer and
stir an appreciation for the past. The historic elements
reflect the actions of people and may include buildings,
settlement patterns, and other examples of human ac-
tivity. Historic features can be inventoried, mapped, and
interpreted. They possess integrity of location, design,
setting, material, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Natural

Natural Quality applies to those features in the visual
environment that are in a relatively undisturbed state.
These features predate the arrival of human populations
and may include geological formations, fossils, landform,
water bodies, vegetation, and wildlife. There may be ev-
idence of human activity, but the natural features reveal
minimal disturbances.

Recreational

Recreational Quality involves outdoor recreational activ-
ities directly association with and dependent upon the
natural and cultural elements of the corridor’s landscape.
The recreational activities provide opportunities for ac-
tive and passive recreational experiences. They include,
but are not limited to: downhill skiing, rafting, boating,
fishing, and hiking. Driving the road itself may qualify as a
pleasurable recreational experience. The recreational ac-
tivities may be seasonal, but the quality and importance
of the recreational activities as seasonal operations must
be well recognized.”

Scenic

Scenic Quality is the heightened visual experience de-
rived from the view of natural and manmade elements of
the visual environment of the scenic byway corridor. The
characteristics of the landscape are strikingly distinct and
offer a pleasing and most memorable visual experience.
All elements of the landscape--landform, water, vege-
tation, and manmade development--contribute to the
quality of the corridor’s visual environment. Everything
present is in harmony and shares in the intrinsic qualities.

Because the Historical and Cultural Qualities have the
highest significance for the Lincoln Highway, it has been
deemed a “Heritage Byway.”
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Chapter 2: Developing a
Corridor Management Plan
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Section 1: Stakeholders

Lincoln Highway Association (LHA)

The Lincoln Highway Association, today, holds a national
conference each June and has almost 870 members. The
original papers, documents, and photographs for the Lin-
coln Highway Association, as well as the development of
the road itself, are housed in the University of Michigan’s
Bentley Historical Museum and Hatcher Library. Also in
the archives at the Bentley are Jens Jensen’s plans. The
lowa LHA chapter is the largest and holds quarterly meet-
ings. Each of the 13 counties the Lincoln Highway travels
through is represented by a county consul, harkening back
to the original structure of the LHA in the early days of
the Lincoln Highway. A state director, from each of the 13
states the route travels through, reports to the national
board. Each state also has a Membership Director.

Art Groups

The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway is interested in de-
veloping art projects in the communities along the Byway.
We have contacted the following groups and expressed an
interest in working together:

Ames Community Arts Council

(Ames) City of Ames Public Art Commission
Bluffs Art Council

Carroll Arts Council

(Cedar Rapids) Murals and More - Cedar Rapids Mural
Trail Society

Cedar Rapids (City of) - Visual Arts Commission
(Council Bluffs area) lowa West Public Art
Crawford County Arts Council

lowa State University Art on Campus

Linn County Public Art Commission

Marion Arts Council

Marshall County Arts and Culture Alliance
Marshall Public Arts Committee

Mount Vernon Area Arts Council

Planners/Administrators/Engineers

Various city, county, and state officials are keenly inter-
ested in the work being done on the Lincoln Highway Her-
itage Byway. The Byway has, and will continue, to build
relationships with the planners, engineers, and metropol-
itan groups that oversee the road building and design of
the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway. Please see Appendix
A of this document for a series of tables listing these part-
ners.

Section 2: One-on-One _and Small-Group

Meetings

In the spring and summer of 2014, Lincoln Highway Her-
itage Byway representatives held a series of one-on-one
and small group meetings with key stakeholders from
communities across the byway. The purpose of these
meetings was to establish the Lincoln Highway Heritage
Byway as a valuable partner for communities, introduce
the Corridor Management Planning (CMP) process, and
provide stakeholders with an opportunity to document
their priorities and aspirations for the Lincoln Highway in
their locations.

Target meetings were held prior to public community
meetings in byway towns, in order to inform those sub-
sequent meetings and to provide byway allies in each lo-
cation with resources to support the CMP project among
local residents. Byway and introductory CMP materials
were prepared and distributed at this time. Byway rep-
resentatives met with stakeholders from communities in
Clinton, Benton, Tama, Marshall, Story, Greene, Carroll,
Crawford, Harrison, and Pottawattamie Counties. Stake-
holders included tourism and economic development pro-
fessionals, city managers, mayors, small business owners,
community volunteers and advocates, historical preserva-
tionists, and others.

In the course of meetings, local stakeholders provided
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their perspectives on opportunities for enhancing the
Lincoln Highway in their areas and for engaging with the
Lincoln Highway and its resources to enhance local com-
munities. Example of ideas discussed at these meetings
include:

o Elevating Clinton as a gateway community along the
Lincoln Highway, specifically from travelers from ILli-
nois;

e Opportunities to provide an enhanced image for trav-
elers arriving in Denison by enhancing streetscaping
along the byway;

e Reconciling needs for road safety enhancements and
local economic concerns in Missouri Valley; and

o Supporting local businesses, attractions, and resourc-
es along the byway in Carroll.

Throughout, stakeholders demonstrated an appreciation
for the historical resources of the byway and other intrin-
sic qualities that were identified as the unique character-
istics of the Lincoln Highway. These meetings were also
valuable as they allowed stakeholders to share planned
and prospective local initiatives affecting the byway
corridor, including road construction, development, and
preservation projects.

After these initial small group and one-on-one meetings,
byway staff and volunteers developed a series of coun-
ty fact sheets to guide subsequent data collection and
CMP analysis for each location. Locations and resources
of note based on these meetings were included, helping
to inform the larger, public meetings that began shortly
after these initial meetings. Targeted stakeholder meet-
ings continued throughout the rest of the project, allow-
ing local leaders direct input into the development of the
Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway CMP and ensuring that
byway planning complemented local efforts across lowa.

Section 3: Community Meetings

Prairie Rivers of lowa and the Lincoln Highway Byway staff
held community meetings from February - September of
2015 in 15 communities along the Byway. These were:

Clinton

Lowden

Mt Vernon /Lisbon (held in Lisbon)
Marion/Cedar Rapids (held in Marion)
Tama

Marshalltown

State Center/Colo (held in State Center)
Nevada

Ames

Boone/0Ogden (held in Boone)
Jefferson/Scranton/Grand Junction (held in Jefferson)
Carroll

Denison
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Meeting held Feb. 17, 2015 in Greene County

Harrison County (held in Missouri Valley)
Council Bluffs (two meetings)

The purpose of the meetings was to gather residents’ per-
spectives on what the Lincoln Highway means to them,
identify similar threads of themes between communities
and along the Byway, and understand what each commu-
nity envisions for the future of the Lincoln Highway and
the Byway. Notes were taken at the meetings and shared
with everyone attending. Notes were also shared publicly
on Prairie Rivers of lowa’s Lincoln Highway Heritage By-
way web page and the Byway’s Facebook page.

Feedback from these meetings will be shared later in this
document under each county’s intrinsic quality pages.

Another round of meetings was held in in August and Sep-
tember of 2016 in the same communities once the Corri-
dor Management Plan was in draft form. Residents were
once again asked for their input with additions, correc-
tions, comments to be incorporated before the final doc-
ument was created and dispersed to interested parties.

Section 4: Plans Consulted

The Review of Plans

For the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Manage-
ment Plan, many county and city plans, economic devel-
opment and chamber websites, and smaller communities’
website and Facebook pages were reviewed to gain in-
sight into the plans and projects already in effect. The
larger metropolitan areas had several plans such as Coun-
cil Bluffs with its West Broadway Corridor Plan, Mid-City
Neighborhood Plan, Playland Park Plan, Bluff Tomorrow:
Pottawattamie Multi-Jurisdictional Pre-Disaster Mitiga-
tion Plan. A smaller community, like Wheatland, might
have a wish for a sidewalk to the nursing home, a walk-
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way around the city park, and new hanging baskets/street
lights listed as their future plans.

A “Parks to People” plan is being developed in Boone
County as part of the lowa Great Places program under
the Department of Cultural Affairs. The Lincoln Highway

Heritage Byway will work in concert with this program.
Some early ideas are to interpret the Dragoon Trail and
history along the Des Moines River.

Another project in Boone County is to develop a welcome
center featuring the story of Kate Shelley, who as a teen-

A Background of Comprehensive Plans

If a city or county has zoning, by lowa law it must have
a comprehensive plan. The March 2011 Legislative Guide
from the Rebuild lowa Office gives a background into lowa
law and the development of comprehensive plans.

“The lowa Smart Planning Act was signed into law on April
26, 2010. The legislation, found in lowa State Code Chap-
ter 18B: Land Use -Smart Planning, has three components:

1. Articulates ten lowa Smart PLanning Principles for ap-
plication in local comprehensive plan development and
public investment decision-making
Provides comprehensive planning guidance for cities
and counties, and
Established the lowa Smart Planning Task Force with
various responsibilities.

The lowa Smart Planning Act does not mandate how com-
munities should grow, rather it requires that communi-
ties and state agencies consider Smart Planning Principles
when planning for the future and provides guidance con-
cerning important elements local plans should include.

The first major section of the lowa Smart Planning Act out-
lines ten lowa Smart Planning Principles.

These principles must be considered and may be applied
when local governments and state agencies deliberate all
appropriate planning, zoning, development, and resource
management decisions. The principles are: 1) Collabora-
tion; 2) Efficiency, Transparency, and Consistency; 3) Clean,
Renewable and Efficient Energy; 4) Occupational Diversi-
ty; 5) Revitalization; 6) Housing Diversity; 7) Community
Character; 8) Natural Resources and Agricultural Protec-
tion; 9) Sustainable Design; 10) Transportation Diversity.

The second section outlines the 13 elements that may be
included in a city or county’s comprehensive plan. 1)
Public Participation Element; 2) Issues and Opportunities
Element; 3) Land Use Element; 4) Housing; 5) Public In-
frastructure and Utilities Element; 6) Transportation Ele-
ment; 7) Economic Development Element; 8) Agricultural
and Natural Resources; 9) Community Facilities Element;
10) Community Character Element; 11) Hazards Element;
12) Intergovernmental Collaboration Element; and 13)Im-
plementation Element.

The Act stipulates that local comprehensive plans devel-
oped using the guidelines listed above shall address pre-
vention and mitigation of, response to, and recovery from
catastrophic flooding. The Act also stipulates that cities
and counties shall consider and may apply Smart Planning
Principles when developing or amending a comprehensive
plan or developing other local land development regula-
tions.

lowa Code Chapters 335, County Zoning, and 414, City Zon-
ing, already state that zoning regulations shall be made in
accordance with a comprehensive plan. These two chap-
ters, along with Chapter 329, Airport Zoning, were amend-
ed to state that zoning regulations shall be made with con-
sideration of the lowa Smart Planning Principles. County
boards of supervisors and city councils are also directed
to publish notice of meetings in which a comprehensive
plan will be considered for adoption. Following adoption,
copies of county comprehensive plans are to be sent or
made available to neighboring counties, cities within the
county, the council of governments or regional planning
commission where the county is located, and public librar-
ies within the county. Cities are to send or make available
copies of comprehensive plans to the county where the
city is located, neighboring counties and cities, the council
of governments or local planning commission where the
city located, and public libraries within the city.

lowa Code Chapter 28I, Metropolitan or Regional Planning
Commissions, was also amended to state that comprehen-
sive plans completed under this chapter shall be made
with consideration of the lowa Smart Planning Principles.

Nothing in this bill should be read to negate local compre-
hensive plans already in effect prior to the Act’s passage
and should not hinder cities, counties, and regions from
producing innovative plans that go above and beyond the
guidelines listed above.

The third section of the Act created a 33-member lowa
Smart Planning Task Force to develop recommendations
to the Governor and General Assembly regarding effective
implementation of the Smart Planning Act. The lowa De-
partment of Management (IDOM) or its designee will pro-
vide administrative support for the Task Forces’ activities
and may request assistance from the lowa Association of
Regional Councils.
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ager crawled across a high trestle train bridge during a
night time thunderstorm in July 1881 to warn another
train of a washout. Serving as a transportation informa-
tion center, it would include not only railroad history, but
the Lincoln Highway history as it passes through the area
and over the Des Moines River. This center could also be
used for hands-on art, history, and nature classes for both
residents and visitors.

In Story County, a new initiative created through the
County is the C2C (Cornerstone to Capstone) Plan. This
plan takes into consideration city plans within the county,
MPO (Metropolitan Planning Organizations) plans, neigh-
boring counties, and the elements within the lowa Smart
Plan.

An example of a County and a City working together is
the Ames Mobility 2040 Plan, a long-range transportation
plan recently adopted by the Ames Transportation Policy
Committee, of which Story County is a voting member.
The plan outlines the city’s vision for transportation over
the next 25 years. The plan includes in-depth analysis,
goals, and a project list for transportation related im-
provements. Proposed projects in the MPO planning area
include intersection improvements, traffic signal adjust-
ments, trail connections, pedestrian improvements, and
mass transit infrastructure improvements. The majority
of the LRTP proposed projects, if completed, will be done
within municipal boundaries but could have unforeseen
impacts on Secondary Roads in Story County.

Not all plans use all 13 elements suggested in the lowa
Smart Planning Act. Larger communities generally do,
smaller communities do not. Due to the many rivers and
streams in lowa, several plans address flooding- how to
mitigate floods and how to respond once they have oc-
curred, have been made. Improving wetlands and habi-
tats are addressed in a number of plans, with the Boone
County comprehensive plan citing which plants, birds,
mammals, reptiles, and amphibians are endangered or
threatened on either a federal or state level. The Lincoln
Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan ad-
dresses this topic in Chapter 3, Section 2.

The Pottawattamie County Comprehensive Plan specifi-

cally addresses the Lincoln Highway and Scenic Byways in
part of the plan.
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“Several sections of the scenic highways have experi-
enced development of large concentrations of individual
dwellings to the point where views of the Loess Hills’
valleys and views have been blocked from the ‘Scenic By-
ways” or Highways (Old Lincoln Highway). A few multiple
lot subdivisions exist within the Loess Hills region; how-
ever the vast majority of these dwellings were developed
as separate parcels. In order to protect these valleys and
vistas, the following policies have been developed:

LOESS HILLS DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

A variety of policies have been considered that could be|
utilized to limit continued development in the Loess Hills.

Policies to be considered when developing in the Loess
Hills are as follows:

e Promote preservation methods that preserve the
Loess Hills region, and at the same time allow appro-
priate levels of development

o Limit the concentrations of single family dwellings
along hard surfaced county roads, and State and Fed-
eral Highways. Examples currently exist where rows
of dwellings along these hard surfaced roads block
scenic views to the valleys and canyons beyond.

o Establish provisions within the Zoning and Subdivi-
sion Regulations that prevent erosion of sensitive
Loess Hills soils. Changing the natural topography for
dwelling sites and entire subdivisions can, and has,
severely damaged the ecosystems of the hills below
the development sites.

o Devise methods that promote the least amount of
site leveling and re-grading by “incentive zoning”
techniques that allow smaller lot sizes if the dwell-
ing footprint “steps” with the natural topography to
limit the need for excess excavation.
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Loess Hills Nature Center

e Clustered subdivisions should utilize the natural to-
pography to “step” the dwellings into the hillside to
retain natural grades as much as possible.

e The majority of development in the Loess Hills has
been by individual dwellings, as opposed to multiple
lot subdivisions. Establish a stringent subdivision re-
view and compliance process that “clusters” dwell-
ings together in regions of the Hills that are environ-
mentally suited.

o Limit development along the designated roadways of
the Loess Hills National Scenic Byway.

« Implement protective measures to limit excavation
within sensitive soil areas, such as the Loess Hills re-
gion, by developing a Slope Protection Overlay Dis-
trict.

e Implement grading permits with varied standards
based on the quantity of soil disturbed and establish
local criteria for development and enforcement of
storm water pollution prevention plans (SWPPP) and
erosion control plans.

e Promote Loess Hills related tourism, as appropriate.”

Incorporating ideas from the plans/websites listed in Ap-
pendix B of this document and those submitted during the
Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway public engagement pro-
cess, a Corridor Management project plan with timeline
and possible partners/lead agencies was developed (see
Chapter 5, Section 7 for that listing).

Section 5: Corridor Defined

The corridor for a Byway may be more than just what a
person might see on either side of the road. The road it-
self, locations to either side of the road, and those located
within a reasonable traveling distance from the road may
be included in the corridor. As amenities, attractions, and
sites change from county to county, the actual boundary
of the Byway may vary. Since the Lincoln Highway travels
as an east/west road, the boundaries of the Byway will be
to the north and south of the road.

Originally, a five-mile band was considered for the Byway
corridor. It was felt that a traveler might deviate five
miles to visit an awesome park, significant historical fea-
ture, or other important site. An exception to this rule is
Herbert Hoover’s Presidential Library and Museum in West
Branch. A history buff, as one might be when traveling
the Lincoln Highway, might be willing to drive 21.5 miles
or 25 minutes by car to see a Presidential Library. Other
sections along the Byway, like in Benton County, may only
have one attraction right along the roadside (Youngville
restaurant) and the corridor boundary could narrow sig-
nificantly.

Following is the corridor as defined by the Byway Commit-
tee, based on input from the community input meetings
held in 2015 and the open forum meetings held in 2016
which roughly a five-mile band on either side of the Lin-
coln Highway.

Another section of the Pottawattamie County Compre-
hensive Plan states,

“The Loess Hills Commercial Overlay District allows for
limited commercial land use that would enhance the
socio-economic aspects of the Loess Hills. The district
would be in close proximity to the Lincoln Highway Her-
itage Byway with the intent of this use to encourage
limited commercial development associated with locally
made or grown products that would include such types as
arts, craftsmanship, foods, wine, and produce”.

Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum and the
Youngville Cafe (inset)
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Map of Corridor Boundaries
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Chapter 3: Visitor Experience

27




The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan

e DRIVE=THE |
" HIGHWRY.Z

1/

Section 1: Finding & Following the Byway

Subsection 1: Lincoln Highway Heritage

Byway Signage
History

When the Lincoln Highway was
developed in 1913, the Lincoln
Highway Association led the way
to improve the road and encour-
age paving the route. They de-
veloped the red, white, and blue
logo with a large “L” and painted
the design on rocks, fence posts,
telephone poles, and anything
they could to show directional
change within communities or in
the open land.

Original LHA sign

From Drake Hokanson’s book, The Lincoln Highway: Main
Street across America,

Iri®

The markers were all shipped to towns and cities along
the line, and the holes dug in preparation. Then on Sep-
tember 1, 1928, eight months after the active association
had ceased to exist, Boy Scout troops across the country
fanned out with their loads of markers. At an average of
about 1 per mile, they lowered the concrete markers into
the holes, leveled them, tamped the solid tight around
them, and went home.”

“In 1928, Gael Hoag, the last paid representative of the
LHA made notes of where directional markers should be
placed. With old friends in the cement industry, some
three thousand markers were cast, each with a small
directional arrow and a small bronze bust of Lincoln.
Around his profile were the words ‘This Highway dedi-
cated to Abraham Lincoln.’ It was a last flourish for the
Lincoln Highway Association, the last of many efforts
that was to keep this highway in the minds of Americans
across the nation, and it was planned accordingly. Gael
Hoag arranged for the Boy Scouts to place these markers
along the highway, and better yet, arranged with troops
all across the country to have the signs all placed on the
same day.
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Signage Today

Over time, some of these mark-
ers have gone missing due to
road improvements, theft, or
vandalism. One of the first proj-
ects of the 1992 re-formed lowa
Lincoln Highway Association was
to identify where original mark-
ers are located and to make sure
that there is at least one in every
county along the route in lowa.

Current signage

When the lowa Department of

Transportation developed the Lincoln Highway into the
Scenic Byway program, permission was given by the LHA
to use the red, white, and blue logo with the large “L.”
Using as much of the original route as possible, the lowa
Department of Transportation Wayfinding signage plan
was developed (sign map by jurisdiction) and a mapping
system of Byway signage locations given to each Byway
manager. The initial installation of signs was outsourced
by the IDOT and the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway con-
ducted a sign inventory along the Byway in 2014. Over
120 signs of the nearly 1,150 signs were missing or need-
ed replacing. In 2015, the Byway started to contact city
or county staff to have those signs installed. Subsequent
inventories will be done by driving the entire route using
new DOT software. Inventories are to be done every three
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to four years.

Auto tours and motorcycle groups often travel the Lincoln
Highway just by following the Byway signs. Groups may
travel just a portion in lowa, across the state, through
multiple states, or the entire length from Times Square
to San Francisco. Europeans have also been known to ship
their cars to the United States, traveling from New York to
California and then shipping their cars back home. lowa
has been reported to be the best signed state by several
travel groups.

The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway submitted the first
change in the signage program in October, 2016. Harlan
Quick, the State Center Mayor and Marshall County LHA
Consul, requested that the first route on 4th St SE be des-
ignated as a loop section of the Lincoln Highway Heritage
Byway. A DOT grant helped restore a cottage-style Home
Oil gas station on this stretch of city streets. The station
is now used as the State Center Police Department. State
Center would like visitors to the city to drive by and stop
to visit this historic building. It would also be a great lo-
cation for interpretation about gas stations, repair shops,
and early traveling by auto. The Lincoln Highway Heritage
Byway submitted this route change to the DOT for the
addition of 14 city blocks as a loop in State Center.

More information on DOT signage can be found at http://
www.iowadot.gov/iowabyways/signage.html. This site
includes the byway signage manual and other resources.

Documentation

Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway signage documentation
can be found in a series of different documents. All of
these documents can be found in Appendix C.

Included in this series of documents is the Registration
of Mark with the lowa Secretary of State. This is for both
approval of the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway logo for
transporation usage as a sign along the road way and ap-
proval to be used in advertising and business purposes.

The DOT’s Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Policy and Pro-
cedures Manual follows the Registration of Mark in Appendix
D. This covers procedures regarding size, color, and logos
used for Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway signs.

Finally, a spreadsheet of inventory listings taken in 2013
by the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Coordinator can
be found in Appendix E. Maps by county follow this spread-
sheet that show the location of each sign.

Subsection 2: Other Signage along the

Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway

Primary Highways under DOT Control

The Office of Traffic and Safety in the lowa Department
of Transportation has an Advertising Management Section
to oversee signage along the state’s primary highways.
The general prohibitions and signs controls through this
department apply to all primary highways including signs
located in:

o (ities, if they are visible from the primary highway
and located within 660 feet of the highway right of
way (ROW).

e Rural areas, if they are visible from the highway, re-
gardless of their distance from the highway right of
way.

The sign controls do not apply to signs on:

o (City and country roads not visible from the Primary
Highway System

o Interstate and freeway highways, with the exception
of private directional signing. Information regarding
controls on interstate highways is in the publication
Guide to lowa Outdoor Advertising Regulations for In-
terstate Highways.

General prohibitions for signage on the primary highways,
except for tourist-oriented directional signs are:

1. No sign may encroach on or hang over the highway
right of way.

2. No sign may be lighted so it impairs the vision of any
motor vehicle driver.

3. No sign may obstruct the view of any highway or rail-
road to the extent it makes it dangerous to use the
highway.

4. No sign may imitate or resemble an official traffic con-
trol sign, signal, or device.

5. No sign may obscure or physically interfere with an
official traffic control sign, signal, or device.

The lowa Department of Transportation also has regula-
tions for political campaign signs; real estate signs; spe-
cial event signs; official city and county signs; and church
service club and cemetery signs.

Space on blue Logo Signs may be purchased and will in-
clude specific information for gas, food, lodging, camp-
ing, and tourist attractions. More information about this
program is in a publication called Logo Business Signs
through the Advertising Management Section of the Office
of Traffic and Safety.

Private directional signs (located on private property
along interstate, freeway primary and primary highways)
are intended to inform motorists of public and privately
owned sites of natural phenomena, historic, cultural, sci-
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entific, educational, religious sites, and areas of natural
scenic beauty or naturally suited for outdoor recreation
that are nationally or regionally known.

Along the primary highway, as the Lincoln Highway Heri-
tage is in some locations, a private directional sign visible
from the primary highway, an individual activity, area, or
attraction must meet one of the following conditions:

a. Have an annual visitor count of 10,000 or more.

b. Be on the National Register of Historic Places and
have an annual visitor count of 5,000 or more.

c. Have an annual visitor count of 2,500 or more, of
which at least 25 percent of the visitors must reside
outside the county in which the activity, attraction, or
area is located.

It is imperative for attractions, activities, and areas along
the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway to have guest books
available and encourage visitors to sign-in with their res-
idence information. As tourism grows along the Byway,
more locations will qualify for these types of signs.

In addition to these above conditions,

1. A permit must be obtained prior to erecting the sign.
Signs along primary highways must be located within
50 air miles of the activity, attraction, or area.

a. No sign may be located in any publicly owned rest
area, parkland, or scenic area.

b. No sign may be located within the adjacent area on
either side of the highway within 2,000 feet of such
facilities.

c. No sign may be located adjacent to the highway on
either side within 2,000 feet of an interchange along
any interstate or freeway primary highway.

3. The sign should not exceed 150 square feet, including
border and trim, nor be more than 20 feet in height
or length.

4. No more than three signs pertaining to the same activ-
ity, area, or attraction and facing the same direction
can be erected along any one primary highway.

5. Signs facing the same direction must be a minimum of
one mile apart.

6. Messages shall be limited to the identification of the
activity, area, or attraction and directional informa-
tion useful to the traveler in locating it. This may in-
clude mileage, route numbers, or exit numbers. The
message may include current and sufficient informa-
tion to inform the motorist of the hours, days, and
months of operation.

7. In general, flashing, intermittent, or moving lights are
prohibited.

8. Provided with the permit application, the following in-

formation must be provided:

a. Proof of required visitor cound and visitor address-

es, if neccesary.
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Example of a TODS sign

b. Information concerning when the activity, area, or
attraction is open to the public.

c. Written assurance the attractions, activity, or area
complies with all applicable laws concering public ac-
commodations, without regard to race, religion, color,
sex, or national origin.

Tourist-oriented directional signage (TODS) are blue signs
intended to provide the motorist with specific information
about activities or sites of significant interest to the trav-
eling public, and businesses providing motorist services.
An example of this blue sign would be for an orchard with
its name, a directional arrow, and the number of miles to
the orchard from the sign.

The activity or area must be open reasonable hours to the
public, not in a residence (unless a separate entrance is
convenient and well-marked), located in a rural area or
inside a city with 5,000 or less, if the location is not adja-
cent to the highway or visible from the highway, it must
be placed on a higher classified highway to direct motor-
ists to a lower classified highway or a lesser traveled road.

Seasonal activity or sites must have a “closed” panel or
masking attached to the TODS when they are closed for a
period of time or if hours of operation decrease below the
minimum requirements.

There are other special requirements for motorist ser-
vices, tourist attractions, agricultural activity, and other
commercial activities.

County and City (Municipality) Jurisdiction

If a county or city has zoning, which most do along the
Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway, there may be ordinanc-
es that vary between county to county or by city to city.
Each jurisdiction could have varying size requirements,
LED restrictions, or other restrictions and fees. If an at-
traction, activity, or area wishes to install a sign, they
should consult the appropriate jurisdiction. If unsure who
to contact, a good beginning point will be the Advertising
Management Section at the lowa Department of Transpor-
tation (515-239-1296) or the contacts listed for counties
and cities in Appendix F.
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Section 2: Existing Visitor Attractions and

Amenities

Subsection 1: Intrinsic Qualities Overview

NATURAL INTRINSIC QUALITY

The Beginning

The Earth’s history is divided into three eons. The first
two, the Achaean (until 2.5 billion years ago) and the
Proterozoic (until .5 billion years ago) are buried under
3,500-4,000 feet of the youngest eon, the Phanerozoic.
Rocks from the first two eons are only known from scat-
tered drillings and gravity and magnetic surveys around
the state. The better known Phanerozoic Eon is divided
into three eras. The longest era, the Paleozoic (until 225
million years ago), is divided into seven periods. During
the Paleozoic time, lowa had alternating shallow seas
that deposited sediments and uplifts that caused erosion.
Gypsum deposits and coal deposits were formed.

Fossils are found in lowa from the many Paleozoic Era pe-
riods.

e Cambrian (burrows, barachiopods)

e Ordovician (orthids, brachiopods, corals, graptolites)

e lowa Silurian (corals, pentamerids, nautiloids)

o Devonian (spiriferid, brachiopods, corals,
derms, stromatoporoids)

e Mississippi (brachiopods, corals, bryozoans, pelecy-
pods, fish teeth, gastropods)

e Pennsylvania (flora and fauna, marine fossils, brachio-
pods, gastropods, corals, bryozoans, fusulinids)

e Permian (large reptiles and further advancements of
marine and plant life, but extinct by the next era)

echino-

During the latter half of the Paleozoic Era, parts of North
America, Europe, Africa, and South America were joined
in one continental mass. Seas frequently invaded the in-
ner regions on the continent and lowa was flooded many
times. The rising and falling of water levels formed cyclic
deposits of alternating shales and limestones.

One of the earliest finds from these prehistoric times
was crinoids in a quarry in LeGrand, lowa. lowa, at that
time, was located near the equator and submerged under
a warm sea. Crinoids (often called “sea lilies” or “feath-
er stars”) are echinoderms (spiny-skinned animals) with
skeletal parts made of calcareous (limy) plates and are
related to starfish and sea urchins. Crinoids have been
around since the Ordovican Period until the Mid-Cambri-
an and almost became extinct in the Permian period. In
1931, while blasting rock at the LeGrand Quarry, a huge
rock was discovered that unveiled the remains of 183
starfish and other specimens. Many of these fossils found

in the LeGrand Quarry died on the sea floor about 350
million years ago.

After the Mesozoic Era (Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous
periods) came the Cenozoic Era. Deep valleys formed and
mammals developed. Starting about 2.5 million years ago,
the climate began a series of alternating cold and warm
periods. During the cold periods, a number of glaciers ad-
vanced across lowa from the north. Numerous layers of
volcanic ash were blown in from the Yellowstone area.
The last glacier to deposit till over the entire state oc-
curred before 500,000 years ago. As the glacier retreated
and the climate grew warm again, streams developed in
the till.

During 300,000 to 130,000 years ago, the climate grew
cold again and glaciers of the Illioian Glacial Stage ad-
vanced to only parts of lowa. During the ice advances, the
Missouri River Valley was a large drainage way for huge
columns of meltwater and sediments from the glaciers.
In the winter, the melting was reduced and water volume
diminished, exposing the sediments to the wind. The fine
sand, silt, and clay picked up by the wind, drifted east-
ward across the state for thousands of years. This “loess”
can be found in in parts of lowa, but is the deepest in
Western lowa, near the Missouri River thus creating the
“Loess Hills” as we know it now.

lowa, today, is a land between two rivers- the Mississippi
on the east edge and the Missouri on the west. Visitors
to the lowa Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway will notice
the change in landforms and topography as they travel
across the state. Glaciers contributed to the land forms
and rivers.

Land Forms Created by Nature

Along the Mississippi River in Clinton County, the river
front is generally a level area of stream terraces, paleo-
channels, backwater sloughs, and oxbow lakes within the
broad Mississippi River valley.

Heading west, the lowan Surface covers parts of Clinton
County, Cedar, Linn, Benton, and parts of Tama County.
This form is eroded Illinoian till with moderate loess for-
mation, frequently in the form of paha ridges, muted re-
lief except for steep rolling hills near river valleys, and
deeper valleys. The town of Mount Vernon is situated on
a paha. The hills east of Tama on Highway 30 and to the
north are called the “Bohemian Alps” by the locals. When
the Lincoln Highway route was formed, it was decided to
detour around the hills and travel through the lowa River
Valley instead.

The Des Moines Lobe is often called the Prairie Pothole
Region. It was glaciated up until 12,000 years ago during
the Wisconsin Glaciation. The area is marked with rolling
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Loess Hills

terrain and ridges. Historically, this area was peppered
with small interconnected swamps, most of which has
been drained for farmland. The lobe is “tongue” shaped
and covers parts of Marshall, Story, Boone, Greene, and
part of Carroll County.

The Southern lowa Drift Plain surrounds the southeast
and southwest part of the Lobe and covers parts of Tama,
Marshall, Carroll, Crawford, Harrison and Pottawattamie
counties. In lowa, it covers almost the whole southern
half of the state and consists of rolling hills of Wiscon-
sin-age loess on Illinoian (or earlier) till.

The western edge of the Lincoln Highway Byway, in Harri-
son and Pottawattamie County, has the most unique land-
form with the Loess Hills. It is very thick deposits of loess
(wind swept soil) which was deposited during the Wiscon-
sin and Illinoian period.

Along the very end of the Byway is the Missouri River Allu-
vial Plain which may be the only true flat region of lowa.
It has terraces, sloughs, and oxbows. Its valley trench is
not as deep as the Mississippi River system and the Missou-
ri River is a much narrower channel. The Missouri River is
a very fast moving river.

There are many other rivers and streams throughout lowa.
They, and the landforms mentioned above, contributed to
the way Eastern Europeans and others settled the land, as
well as how they made a living and added to the story of
the Lincoln Highway.

Vegetation and Habitats

Vegetation along the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway in-
cludes habitat for many animals and the vegetation helps
protect the streams and rivers, aiding the fish habitats.
Native prairies contained very tall grasses and wildflow-
ers. In Pottawattamie County, it is reported that grapes,
gooseberries, raspberries, and crab apples grew wild.
Honey Creek, also in Pottawattamie County, was named

L ==
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for the many wild bees that were found in the area. Cal-
amus in Clinton County was named for the nearby creek,
which was named for the plant Acorus calamus or “Sweet
Flag” plant that grew nearby.

Even the Lincoln Highway Association (LHA) understood
the importance of vegetation along the road. They want-
ed to enhance natural resources while developing a road
system through hills, farmland, and river valleys. The
LHA hired a pioneering landscape architect, Jens Jensen,
who had done work in Chicago parks and over the years
collaborated with architects Louis Sullivan, Frank Lloyd
Wright, George Maher, and Albert Kahn. Kahn had built
several homes for the Ford family in Michigan and Maine
and Jensen was called upon to create the landscape de-
signs for them. Jensen also worked on other projects for
Henry Ford including the Dearborn Inn, Henry Ford Hospi-
tal, and Henry Ford Museum. Jensen, a Danish immigrant,
embraced the prairie style of landscape architecture and
led the movement to conserve natural areas. He used
indigenous plants, natural-looking waterways, layered
stonework, meadows, and sun-openings. Jensen was not
only known among the auto industry and Detroit, but in
the nation as he was named “dean of American Landscape
architecture” by the New York Times. Jensen said, “Ev-
ery plant has fitness and must be placed in its proper sur-
roundings as to bring out its full beauty. Therein lies the
art of landscaping.”

For the LHA, Jensen designed an “ideal” section complete
with a seating area to view the traffic on the Lincoln High-
way, campgrounds, and picnic areas. A sample “ideal”
mile was built in Indiana, but no others have been built
to date. In another drawing of what to plant in a prairie
area, he includes specific directions not to plant in for-
mations, but to disperse them so they grow in a natural
manner. He also designed a lamppost for the Lincoln High-
way as the original plan was to light the entire length and
include a lane for bicycles. Bicycles were important to
Carl Fisher, who originally devised the plan for the Lincoln
Highway. He had been a bicycle enthusiast, having raced
and sold bicycles prior to the invention of the automobile.

Today the vegetation is under county, state, or munici-
pality jurisdiction. County engineers or cities may apply
for Living Roadway Trust Fund assistance for equipment,
seeds, or to create plans and take plant inventories. The
13 counties along the Byway handle vegetation different-
ly. Linn County has applied every year for some type of
funding and is the number-one funded county in lowa.
Next-door, Cedar County has not applied at all and would
like assistance doing so. Carroll County has found random
plantings to not be successful and does not do burns, but
is spot spraying. Farmers, themselves, are burning the
ditches. Greene County farmers are not excited about
native plantings as it can create havoc with their tile sys-
tems. Crawford County residents dislike native plantings



The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan -I

Lamppost sketch by Jens Jensen
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in the rural areas, as the right-of-way (ROW) is too narrow
and tall plantings create obstructions when trying to view
animals (deer) crossing the road. Native plantings create
sod and water does not drain off the roadway effectively.

According to lowa Code 314.17, mowing of roadside ditch-
es is restricted until July 15th to protect young pheasants
and other ground-nesting birds until they are ready to
fledge. The law, which applies to county secondary roads
as well as state primary and interstate highways, also pro-
tects habitat for pollinators and other beneficial insects,
including crop-pest predators. The exception to this law
is:

e Within 200 yards of an uninhabited dwelling

e On a right-of-way within one mile of the corporate
limits of a city

« To promote native species of vegetation or other long-
lived and adaptable vegetation

« To establish control of damaging insect populations,
noxious weeds, and invasive plant species

o For visibility and safety reasons

o Within rest areas, weigh stations, and wayside parks

o Within 50 feet of a drainage tile or tile intake

e For access to mailbox or for other accessibility pur-
poses

e On right-of-way adjacent to agricultural demonstra-
tion or research plots.

In addition to the land adjacent to the roadway, there are
other sections of native areas that need protection and
they are classified as the following:

State Preserve

Highest level of protection

e Protection, management, and use governed by Chap-
ter 451C.1 of Code of lowa

e Seven-person Preserves Board, appointed by the Gov-
ernor and director of DNR advises DNR on acquisition,
dedication, and management of State Preserves

Five Categories of Preserves

o Natural Preserve - based on biological features
e Geological Preserve

e Archaeological Preserve

o Historical Preserve

e Scenic Preserve

Only 95 dedicated State Preserves in lowa
Little or no development on areas
May be privately owned versus publically owned

Parks
Generally selected because of unique area, but not the
uniqueness of preserve

Generally intensively managed for recreation
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o Usually managed for non-consumptive reasons

Generally publically owned, managed, and operated by
national, state, county, or municipality entities. They can
be also be privately owned.

Wildlife Management Areas, State Forests, Marshes/

Prairies/Wetlands

e Publically owned and managed- perpetually owned
and managed

e Public use areas

Under each of these types of protection, there are differ-
ent hunting and fishing regulations, including no hunting
or fishing. Websites and posted signs will indicate what
is allowed and what it not. In many areas along the By-
way waterfowl, pheasant, quail, deer, turkey, rabbit, and
squirrels may be hunted. Fish populations can include
channel catfish, crappie, bluegill, largemouth bass, wall-
eye, or tiger musky depending on the river, stream, lake,
pond, or manmade lake.

Endangered Species

Over time, either through natural causes or manmade
causes, certain species have become endangered or
threatened. Species may either be on a Federal or a State
Endangered (E) and Threatened (T) List. Usually the hab-
itats near rivers or streams have been disturbed or are
not connected to allow for species to travel for hunting,
nesting, and reproduction. On the next page is the Fed-
eral List for the 13 counties the Lincoln Highway Heritage
Byway travels through.
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Threatened and Endangered Species

Type | Species | Clinton | Cedar

N. Long
Eared
Bat

Linn

Benton

Tama

Mar-
shall

Story

Boone | Greene | Carroll

Craw-
ford

Harri-
son

Pott.

Indiana
Bat

Higgins
Eye
Peraly
Mussel
Rep-
tiles

Plants W.

Prairie
Fringed
Orchid

E.
Prairie
Fringed
Orchid

Prairie
Bush
Clover

Meads T
Milk-
weed

T = Federally Threatened Species
E = Federally Endangered Species
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTRINSIC QUALITY

According to the Office of the State Archaeologist housed
at the University of lowa in lowa City, there are approxi-
mately 27,000 recorded archaeological sites in lowa. Most
people are unaware of and would pay little attention to
the vast majority. Many sites are completely gone or badly
disturbed by plowing, by erosion, or by roads and other
development. Large rivers appear to have been the high-
ways of prehistoric people, and similar site types often
cluster along specific river systems. Archeologic sites are
documented but often exact locations are not shared with
the public in order to aid preservation. As river banks
erode and more soil is disturbed, additional artifacts may
surface. If a new, unreported site or artifact is found,
please contact:

Site Records Coordinator
Office of the State Archaeologist
The University of lowa

700 Clinton Street Building
lowa City, 1A 52242-1030
(319) 384-0732

Email: collen-eck@uiiowa.edu

The term “prehistoric” is often used to describe the time
prior to any contact established with European settlers
(approximately 1676 AD). The time after European con-
tact is known as “historic.” Twelve-thousand years ago,
people and cultures moved about the state finding plants
and animals to eat and sometimes growing their own food.
They did not live within state, county, or city boundaries.
Therefore, the archeologic intrinsic quality is difficult to
explain by county, so the following detailed explanation
is given for the state of lowa, as a whole, but emphasizes
what occurred along the Lincoln Highway. The other in-
trinsic qualities will be shared county-by-county.

CULTURAL INTRINSIC QUALITY

After the Blackhawk Wars, the land west of the Missis-
sippi River opened up for settlement. Eastern Europeans
and others settled in lowa. Not only were there pockets
of German and Czech towns, but a variety of religions
with Quaker, Amish, and Mormons leaving their influences
and creating communities along what would become the
Lincoln Highway. The Meskwaki Indian tribe also came to
settle near the lowa River in Tama County. Each group
brought their own celebrations, arts, foods, and way of
life. Much of this is still apparent today.

HISTORICAL INTRINSIC QUALITY

The Lincoln Highway Byway is best known for its histori-
cal feature. When Henry B. Joy, President of the Packard
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The Lincoln Highway mirrors the railroad tracks

Company, and Carl Fisher first set out to create the first
coast-to-coast highway, they looked for the most direct
route. In lowa, they needed to cross two major rivers-
the Mississippi and the Missouri. It is no coincidence that
the Lincoln Highway in lowa runs beside the Union Pacific
Railroad. The railroad came through first and found the
flattest, less swampy areas to lay their track. The Lincoln
Highway mirrors the train track and in many parts of the
state, runs just within feet of the railroad.

Now that is not to say that automobiles had an easy time
traveling through lowa. The Des Moines Lobe area, known
for its swampland, proved to be a challenge to travelers.
As road improvements were made and technology devel-
oped on how to build roads, bridges, culverts, etc., travel
became more common.

To accommodate these travelers, gas stations, restau-
rants, repair shops, and tourist cabins opened up. Some
of these are still open for business, others are now mu-
seums, some are unoccupied, and some have met the
wrecking ball.

There are other historical features, museums, and plac-
es of interest along the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway
related to the railroad, the settling of the land west of
the Mississippi River, and the residents. This Byway story
is more than the evolution of transportation, but that is a
large share of the story.

RECREATIONAL INTRINSIC QUALITY

Along the many rivers and natural areas, the land offers
diverse recreational activities. In the warmer months-
camping, swimming, hiking, biking, fishing, and birding
are some of the activities. In the colder months, hunt-
ing, ice fishing, skiing, snowshoeing are offered. Other
recreational activities include: golfing, bowling, basket-
ball, and many others. Often these are privately owned as
compared to the natural environments that are managed
by the State of lowa, County Conservation Commissions,
or the Department of Natural Resources (DNR).
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SCENIC INTRINSIC QUALITY

Travelers will find several scenic places along the Lincoln
Highway Heritage Byway. From high bluffs overlooking the
Mississippi River, to the Loess Hills overlooking the Mis-
souri River; from the hills near Tama to the many river
valleys, there are diverse locations along the way to stop
and enjoy the sights.

Subsection 2: Details of Archaeological

Intrinsic Quality for the Lincoln Highway
Heritage Byway

The story of lowa, her land, and her people stretches back
into some of the farthest reaches of human history. The
story of this state can be said to start during what is re-
ferred to as the Paleo-Indian time period which dates back
to 20,000 years ago. Current archaeological theories pro-
mote the idea that colonization first occurred during the
last Ice Age (known as the Pleistocene epoch) when gla-
ciers covered much of North America, Europe, and Asia.
Water levels would have dropped and land may have been
exposed in which people, plants, and animals may have
used to migrate between continents. Evidence of these
early people and their descendants is scarce in lowa, but
what archaeologists do know stems predominantly from
Clovis and Folsom sites that are typically found close to
running water and have abundant flint in nearby areas.
The earliest remaining evidence of the Paleo-Indian peri-
od is dated to approximately thirteen thousand years ago.

This evidence is in the form of projectile points, called
Clovis or Folsom points respectively, which are represen-
tative of the unique construction for this particular time
period. A Clovis point may be identified as such if it three
to six inches long, thin, laurel-leaf shaped and shows ev-
idence of fine chipping. Furthermore, these points also
have fluting that runs from the base of the point up to-
wards the center and may have made it easier to attach
the point to the wooden shaft that comprises the entire
weapon. Although these points may be found all across
the state of lowa, one of the largest caches was found at
the Rummels-Maske site in Cedar County near Hare Run.
In 1965, Wayne Rummels and Richard Maske contacted the
Office of the State Archaeologist concerning a few stone
spear points they had discovered in a cornfield. At this
particular archaeological site, more than 20 complete and
fragmented points were discovered in a plow zone that
was being worked over in a farming operation. The points
were all made of a rock called Burlington chert, which
was a considered a quality material by the Paleo-Indian
people. The chert is a stone that is found embedded in
limestone deposits throughout southeastern lowa and evi-
dence suggests that early inhabitants placed high value on
the stone and would travel or trade to procure it.

Unfortunately, many
historical artifacts do
not withstand the test
of time particularly well
and as such, we know
very little or nothing
at all about how these
early lowa people ar-
ranged their societies,
what they wore, or how
they made their homes.
It is assumed that these

were a nomadic people
that moved with herds of
wild game such as mammoths, horses, bison, and even
camels. As such, it is likely that these earliest inhabitants
traveled and lived in groups large enough to effectively
hunt and kill the big game that seems to have formed
a significant part of their diet. Additionally, working on
the supposition that tribes were nomadic, archaeologists
have proposed that homes were presumably created with
ease of traveling in mind. A frame may have been creat-
ed from flexible braches or bones and then been covered
with animals skins or woven mats. Clothing is likewise
thought to have been made of animal skins that were
tanned, stretched, and possibly decorated with items
such as feathers. These suppositions along with the phys-
ical evidence that has lasted thousands of years form the
foundation for all that archaeology knows about the peo-
ple who first called lowa home.

Rummels-Maske site

The Archaic period follows the Paleo-Indian prehistoric
time period and is generally demarcated between 10,000
and 3,000 years ago. Archaeological remains from the Ar-
chaic period are scattered throughout the state of lowa
and the most commonly found remnant is a characteris-
tic type of stone point that would have been attached
to a wooden shaft for hunting purposes. However, addi-
tional stone artifacts are found more often than in the
earliest era of lowa’s history and the remains discovered
include items such as drills, scraping stones, and blades
made from stone. First emerging during this Archaic pe-
riod were stone tools constructed by pecking and abrad-
ing rather than the former traditional method of chipping
away at the stone. This new technique was an import-
ant advancement that allowed native people to begin to
work with harder stones, such as granite and quartzite.
Consequently, tools were increasingly durable and could
be used to grind, crush, and chop more efficiently. Stone
tools regularly found that date to the lowa Archaic peri-
od are abraders, axes, manos, and metates. According to
the Office of the State Archaeologist of lowa, manos were
stones that were used by early natives to grind seeds and
nuts by a crushing or rubbing them against a stone base
that is known as a metate.
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The lowa Archaic period ushered in additional technologi-
cal advances, including new hunting techniques. One such
advancement was the use of the bannerstone as a weight
on the atlatl or spear thrower. The atlatl is a multi-com-
ponent tool that typically consists of a wooden shaft,
roughly two feet in length, which was fitted with hook,
typically made of antler bone, and finally a handle at the
opposite end. A bannerstone is heavy, polished stone that
was perforated and created to resemble boats, birds, and
other animals. The bannerstone weights were fitted onto
the wooden shaft of the atlatl and are responsible for
changing the way natives hunted. The ramifications of this
advancement were enormous as it would have allowed Ar-
chaic hunters to hurl their spears further and with greater
force. This meant safer hunting for the men because the
distance between hunter and hunted increased as well as
the increased number of successful kills. The kill provid-
ed families with fresh meat for cooking, bones for tools
and decoration, and skins for clothing and housing.

In addition to new stone artifacts, archaic people in lowa
also created a range of bone and copper products. Bone
awls have been discovered across the state and were most
likely used in the creation of baskets to work the neces-
sary fibers as well as to pierce the tough hides of animals.
Another tool used to work animal skins during the Archaic
period are bone scrapers that were utilized in the prepa-
ration and dressing of hides. In Cherokee County, a unique
archaeological find was discovered: a hollow bird bone
that had been carved into a whistle. It is believed to be
the earliest artifact of its kind ever discovered in North
America. Furthermore, it is during this archaic period that
native people began to work with raw copper that was
primarily mined in the Great Lakes region and then trans-
ported throughout eastern North America.

Hunting was of crucial importance to the people of this
time period. Bison were hunted and killed in large num-
bers at sites such as Pisgah, in Harrison County (13HR2).
In addition to these large animals, people hunted smaller
prey such as deer and elk, caught turtles, fish, and birds,
and collected wild plants for nuts, berries, and seeds. Ap-
proximately 1,000 years ago, natives began to specifically
cultivate certain plants; this was a crucial innovation that
paved the way for current agriculture. We know about the
diets of Archaic lowans because of the middens (garbage
heaps) that have been excavated across the state. Also
found in the middens are a variety of stone artifacts, flint
shards, and bone tools. It appears that the majority of the
tools found were used for butchering animals like bison,
and dressing the hides of those animals to be used for
clothing, shelter, and possibly cooking.

There is no archaeological evidence of pottery during the
Archaic Era, which has led many archaeologists to spec-
ulate that cooking was done by lining dug-out pits with
animal hides that were filled with water and surrounded
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by hot stones. Meat and possibly edible roots were placed
in the pit with hot water and then cooked. Another possi-
bility involves using hot stones in bags made from animal
hides and then placing them along with meat and tubers
into a tightly woven basket, which allowed the meat to
cook. There is evidence, however, of roasting pits and
earth ovens that indicate a variety of cooking practices
were used by the Archaic people of lowa.

These early people lived in small groups consisting of a
few families that were highly mobile and likely moved in
accordance with the different seasons and followed their
primary food sources such as bison. As such, temporary
housing was an imperative. It seems likely that these mi-
gratory people would erect a type of tent with wooden or
bone poles and cover it with animal skins or thick, tight-
ly woven mats. Similarly to the tent coverings, clothing
was also most likely created by sewing together hides or
textiles created by plant material into wearable items.
Sewing was done using copper or bone needles.

Death is an inevitable part of life and the native lowans
had rituals and burial practices to celebrate the life and
death of their people. During this time period, communal
graves were common and one such example is the Lew-
is Central School site located in Pottawattamie County.
Human remains are often found covered in red ochre,
but archaeologists have no idea what this could be indi-
cating. Bodies were buried with care, typically lying on
their side with knees raised to the chest. Personal and
oftentimes valuable artifacts such as shell necklaces or
projectile points have been found to be buried with these
long deceased humans. It is interesting to note that many
of these burials mirror what has been found by archaeol-
ogists working in Europe or the Near East during the same
time period. This suggests that perhaps there was a global
connection between peoples living in different areas of
the world.

Three thousand years ago, native lowans underwent a
change and lifestyle and cultural practices transitioned
from the Archaic period into what is known as the Wood-
land period. The lowa Woodland period is primarily char-
acterized by the appearance of pottery, the presence
of burial mounds, and the cultivation of formerly wild
plants. Archaeologists traditionally split the Woodland
period into three distinct phases aptly named the early,
middle, and late Woodland periods. The advent of pottery
is of utmost importance to archaeologists; although the
ceramics are highly susceptible to breaking, the pottery
shards are practically indelible. The nature of these pot-
tery shards gives scientists an unprecedented glimpse into
what life may have been like for lowans living during both
the Woodland period and thereafter.

Pottery tells archaeologists about the tangible, practical
aspects of native life, but it also provides insight into the
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artistic traditions and
preferences of these ear-
ly people. There is great
variety in the patterns
that have been found
on pottery shards across
the state of lowa; these
artistic differences have

allowed archaeologists
to trace their origins, de-
termine the popularity of the design, and then witness it
morph into newer designs and styles. It appears that the
earliest pots were designed based on the woven baskets
or leather pouches that had been used by earlier people.
Early ceramics were created using a coiling method to
build the pot and then padded to create smooth, straight
walls with flat bottoms. Archaeologists have found signif-
icant amounts of grit (pulverized stone and shells, sand,
or plant material) in early ceramic ware. It is likely that
this grit was intentionally added to the wet clay in order
to prevent cracks in the pottery as it was dried and fired.
A notable example of pottery during this early time peri-
od comes from the Spring Hollow site in Linn County, in
which people began to use wooden or bone tools to incise
designs on the clay. Pottery designs continued to morph
and become more elaborate as geometric patterns were
etched into the clay pots.

Illustration of Woodland pottery

The year 200 B.C.E. typically serves as the delineating
time in which the Early Woodland period ends and the
Middle Woodland period begins. This middle era is dif-
ferentiated by the presence of what is known as Hava-
na style pottery and large burial mounds that represent
the prominently recognized Hopewellian complex. The
term “hopewell” is used to describe one of several burial
customs that was present, predominantly in eastern por-
tions of America, from approximately 3,000 B.C.E. and
the time at which the first European explorers arrived on
the shores of the New World. Hopewellian sites are typi-
cally funerary grounds that contain a multitude of burial
mounds. Archaeologists have discovered that native peo-
ple practiced cremation, as well as inhumation to mark
the passing of their loved ones. The tombs frequently
contain unexpectedly rare artifacts and materials, such
as: conch shells from the Gulf region, volcanic glass from
the Rocky Mountains, and copper from the Great Lakes
region. The presence of these goods indicates two sig-
nificant archaeological revelations. First, it seems prob-
able that the items reveal the respective social standing
of the individual with whom they are buried. Second, it
also demonstrates that a widespread network for trade
existed across the United States with people moving and
exchanging goods across broad stretches of land.

The demarcation between the Middle Woodland period
and the Late Woodland period is the year 500 A.D. There
are several noticeable changes in culture and lifestyle

that differentiate the two eras of time. The larger, more
permanent villages that characterized the middle period
gave way to smaller, temporary camps that allowed the
people to migrate with the seasons. Mound building con-
tinued in honor of the dead, but the size and shape shift-
ed dramatically. Tall, conical mounds are the hallmark of
Middle Woodland burial mounds, but the Late Woodland
people preferred mounds that that were linearly oblong.
In Northeastern lowa, natives created burial mounds in
the shape of animals, such as birds and bears. Further-
more, these burial mounds typically lack the “luxury”
items, such as copper and obsidian, which were promi-
nent during the Middle Woodland period. Pottery styles
also shifted during this time period. Pots became more
rounded in shape, openings at the top narrowed, and the
decorations were relatively simple.

Social groups during the Woodland period were likely small
and consisted primarily of immediate family members. It
is, however, thought that larger groups may have formed
at certain times during the year to cooperate in hunting
ventures or the gathering of bountiful fruits and plants.
Burial mounds may have served a number of purposes for
the Woodland people including marking tribal boundaries
and serving as a gathering place for larger numbers of
people to celebrate or mourn. The Woodland period is
when archaeologists begin to note the first, true and pur-
poseful cultivation of plants such as squash, sunflowers,
and tobacco. The earliest evidence of cultivated tobacco
in lowa comes from the M.A.D. site in Crawford County.
In the Late Woodland period, corn became a solid staple
in the diet of many native lowans. Hunters continued to
utilize spears or darts up until the Late Woodland peri-
od, when the bow and arrow were becoming increasingly
prevalent, as the projectile points discovered suggested.

Great Oasis is a sub-culture in the Late Woodland period
and is thought to have developed from the Woodland cul-
ture around 900 A.D.. Archaeological excavations indicate
that Great Oasis people chose to construct their homes on
low ground, typically on terraces above river floodplains.
Some of the best examples of these building sites were
found in Boone County, lowa at the Hubby, Meehan-Schell,
and Old Moser Villages. These excavations have provid-
ed insight into the construction of houses as well as the
towns as a whole. Houses were “wattle and daub” con-
struction, in which wooden posts were erected and then
flexible sticks were woven between the main posts and
then coated with a mud mixture. The homes were fairly
long and rectangular and likely had an entryway that was
covered and extended outwards from the main section
of the home in which families resided. Inside the home,
archaeologists have found a central fireplace and numer-
ous cache hollows in which perishable food items were
stored. If the food rotted or was unearthed by rodents,
the hollow was filled dirt and debris. The cache pits pro-
vide valuable insight into the diets of lowans during this
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time. Archaeologists have unearthed large quantities of
both deer and elk bones, which speaks to the importance
of these two animals in the hunting and gathering lifestyle
of native people. It is possible that deer and elk eclipsed
even bison as a food source during the Great Oasis time
period. The findings in cache pits suggest that Great Oasis
people occupied a single site throughout the fall, winter,
and spring months and only migrated during the summer
months.

Archaeological excavations in the city of Des Moines, lowa
have shown that Great Oasis people cared deeply about
their dead. In this single cemetery, nearly one hundred in-
dividual remains were discovered and all were positioned
similarly with their knees drawn up and tucked close to
the chest. The graves also included a multitude of intact
pots and numerous small beads that were created from
the shells of a freshwater snail that inhabits the Eastern
portion of the United States. At the Des Moines burial site,
archaeologists also discovered cross shaped relics that
were created using a specific variety of clam shells. It is
not clear what purpose these artifacts served either in
life or after death.

The next segment in the archaeological story of lowa is
the Mill Creek culture that primarily developed along the
western edge of lowa on lands near the Missouri River and
its tributaries. Houses were constructed in a similar man-
ner to those of the Great Oasis people, being “wattle and
daub” and containing several cache pits for perishable
food items. When individuals have conducted archae-
ological excavations, a plethora of gardening tools and
plant remnants have been uncovered at Mill Creek sites.
This indicates the importance of horticulture to these na-
tive people. They grew maize, a variety of squashes and
beans, as well as sunflowers and tobacco. The prairie sod
grasses would have been nearly impossible to farm and as
such, river bottomlands were farmed instead. These dark,
rich soils would have been far easier to plow using the
handmade tools that were available to these early farm-
ers. Hoes were made from the shoulder blades or skulls
of large animals such as bison. Knives, fishhooks, and awls
were also manufactured from the bones of various ani-
mals.

The presence of so many bone tools, implements, and arti-
facts tells archaeologists that hunting was another crucial
activity in the lives of the Mill Creek people. It is posited
that men hunted and fished throughout the year to pro-
vide meat for their families, but during certain seasons,
larger groups of hunters would gather and work together
to bring down bison. A large portion of this meat would be
dried and used during the scarcer winter months. Native
Americans let little to nothing of their hunts go to waste.
The bones were utilized to make tools, but the skins and
feathers of animals were also important. Skins were used
to make clothing, provide shelter, and keep warm. Feath-
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Illustration of a Great Oasis house

ers were used decoratively on ceremonial implements.

Further findings at Mill Creek sites indicate that these
people may not have been peaceful hunter gatherers or
were surrounded by tribes that wanted to expand. Many
of the sites have deep ditches dug around them on three
sides which suggest a defensive purpose. It is entirely
possible that the disappearance of Mill Creek culture was
due to outside pressures that were exerted by neighbor-
ing nations that rivaled Mill Creek people. Another pos-
sibility is that the changing climate along with depleted
resources, such as timber, played a role in the decline.
Climatologists have posited that there was an approxi-
mately 50 year span (1200-1250 A.D.) in which weather
patterns changed and the lands became increasingly dry,
which made horticultural efforts difficult.

In the same era that Mill Creek culture flourished in the
northwestern portions of lowa, the Glenwood culture was
established in southwestern lowa along the famous loess
hills. Of particular interest to many archaeologists are the
earth lodges that were constructed during this time pe-
riod. Glenwood people built houses that were rectangu-
lar in shape, but had rounded edges and an opening that
faced to the south. What is unique about the construction
is that these homes were built within a partial subterra-
nean pit, hence the name “earth lodges.” The inside of
these dwellings is similar to what has been found in earli-
er homes with a central firepit and a number of cache pits
to store food items. Unlike their neighbors in the north,
archaeologists have found no evidence of any fortifica-
tions or defenses surrounding the homes or villages. This
suggests that the Glenwood people lived peacefully with
each other and with surrounding tribes of people.

There is little doubt that agriculture was of great impor-
tance to the Glenwood people. Homes were built on land
that was relatively easy to till and there are charred rem-
nants of foods like corn and beans. Furthermore, a great
many of the tools found at Glenwood sites would have
been used in farming, including bone hoes made from
the scapula of large mammals (i.e. bison and elk.) Mussel
shells were also used for hoes and possibly to shell corn.
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Hunting was as important as always, but the hunting hab-
its and rituals changed with the people and their environ-
ment. Archaeologists find little evidence of bison being
used as a food source and instead have found significant
quantities of deer and elk which could be found in the
forests or grasslands. These animals were hunted using
the bow and arrow with small projectile points that were
notched to fit snugly on the shaft of the arrow.

The final portion of lowa’s archaeological past, (after this
point when contact was established with European set-
tlers, it is deemed “historical”) chronicles the culture of
the Oneota who inhabited the vast majority of lowa be-
tween 1200 and 1700 A.D.. Oneota sites are large (typical-
ly around one hundred acres) and are predominantly lo-
cated along the many great waterways that flow through
lowa. Unfortunately, archaeologists know very little about
the housing structure of the Oneota people as very few
have ever been excavated. But, it is thought that the
homes were likely long, rectangular dwellings with the
quintessential central fire pit and a number of cache pits.
Archaeologists know far more about the death and burials
of the Oneota people than they do the housing arrange-
ments as a large number of Oneota burial sites have been
excavated. The deceased are laid out in an extended posi-
tion, rather than curled up as was common earlier. Bodies
were accompanied to the grave by a plethora of objects
that must have had personal, cultural, or religious signifi-
cance. Items include whistles crafted from bone, ceramic
pottery, and jewelry created using copper, brass, shells,
and beads. One of the most noticeable and remarkable
features of the Oneota culture is their widespread use of
red pipestone which was obtained from a mine source in
southwestern Minnesota. Artisans used the pipestone to
craft items such as pipes that were used in ceremonies
where tobacco was smoked. Various plaques were also
crafted and depicted animal and nature scenes as well as
geometric patterns.

The Oneota people appeared to have spent relatively
equal amounts of time in agricultural efforts and hunt-
ing. It is likely that these people were semi-sedentary and
lived in more permanent residences during certain sea-
sons, but at other times traveled to follow the bison. The
hunting tools and an abundance of bison bones indicate
that the bison had become increasingly important to the
Oneota as time passed. Some of the latest Oneota sites
have shown evidence of the earliest interactions with
European settlers which includes the presence of glass
beads and various cooking utensils that had never been
seen before. The very first recorded contact occurred in
1676 at an Oneota site between French fur trappers/trad-
ers and the native loway people.

An earth lodge built by the Glenwood people

41

ey |




e

The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan

Subsection 3: Clinton County

In Clinton County, the Lincoln Highway travels through
five communities: Clinton, DeWitt, Grand Mound, Cala-
mus, and Wheatland.

Archaeological, Natural, Recreational, and
Scenic Intrinsic Qualities
Background

The Mississippi River, on the east side of the county, forms
the border between lowa and Illinois and gives Clinton
County its irregular shape on the east and is known today
as Ol Man River, The Big Muddy, Old Blue, The Gather-
ing of Waters, and other nicknames. The name “Missis-
sippi” comes from either the Ojibwe or Algonquin word
“misi-ziibi,” meaning “great river.” The Mississippi River,
beginning in Lake Itasca MN, runs 2,341 miles to the Gulf
of Mexico.

The Wapsipinicon River flows to the south on the western
side of the county and then in a zig-zagged, almost direct-
ly east direction. This river gives the county its non-uni-
form southern border. Most counties in lowa are rectangu-
lar in shape and only have irregular shapes due to either
the Mississippi or Missouri River. Clinton County has both
an east and southern non-uniform shape.

According to archeologists, the Oneota culture inhabited
vast portions of Eastern, Central, and Northwestern lowa
from 1200-1700 A.D. It is possible to find their human re-
mains in Clinton County buried with whistles crafted from
bone, ceramic pottery, and jewelry made from copper,
brass, shells, and beads. In September 2015, while pre-
paring a site for a parking lot and retaining wall near the
Clinton County Administration building, a human skeleton
was unearthed and sent to the State Archaeology Office
for analysis. Tradition indicates that this could possibly be
a Native American burial ground. In the 1960’s, two boys
found two or more skeletons in the same location.
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Clinton County had some of the earliest settlers in lowa
after the land west of the Mississippi opened up for set-
tlement. There are 23 pioneer cemeteries in the county,
which can attest to that fact.

The original Clinton county seat was the town of Caman-
che. In 1841, it moved to the city of Vandenburg. By
1841-42, that town petitioned to change its name to De-
Witt to further honor DeWitt Clinton, Governor of New
York, the driving force behind the Erie Canal. As the pop-
ulation grew more rapidly along the river, the towns of
Lyons and Clinton fought for the right to become the new
county seat. Clinton won out and the citizens of DeWitt,
not wanting to lose the distinction of being the county
seat, hid the bell from their courthouse by burying it in
the Elmwood Cemetery. Later, when a bell was needed
for the Christian Chapel (now Grace Evangelical Luther-
an Church), the same people retrieved the bell from the
graveyard. The town of Lyons is now part of Clinton, which
is now known as the Ly-
ons District, and is on the
north edge of Clinton.

In 1878 and again in 1897,
new courthouses were
built in Clinton. The loca-
tion for the 1897 building
had some construction
problems due to quick-
sand. After some delays
and additional costs, the
new Romanesque-style
courthouse was built of
granite and Red Indian
Pipestone from Minneso-
ta, and its large central
tower of copper has weath-

ered to a bright green color. It still stands today.

Clinton County Courthouse

Traveling to the western part of the county and away from
the Mississippi River, the landscape changes to agricultur-
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The Lyons-Fulton Bridge

al with fields of row crops, mostly corn and soybeans.
Clinton County, Nature, and the Lincoln Highway

As the railroad came through lowa first and laid its rails, it
formed towns, caused towns to move, or even to fail. Of-
ten towns were named by railroad officials or after these
officials. Two communities in Clinton County did not fol-
low that rule. Calamus is named for the nearby creek that
received its name for the Acorus calamus or Sweet Flag
plant that grew nearby. German settlers from Wunder-
thausen named Wheatland after President Buchanan’s es-
tate.

The railroad became successful in lowa over a few years
and the Chicago Northwestern Roundhouse was once the
largest of its kind in the nation. The railroad built bridges
and found the flattest and driest path to lay their rail
lines. Years later, the Lincoln Highway faced some of the
same challenges as it navigated alongside the rail line in
lowa. How and where was the best place to cross the Mis-
sissippi River? The Lyons (lowa)-Fulton (Illinois) Bridge
was determined to be the best place to enter lowa from
the east. The Lyons-Fulton Bridge, built in 1891, has now
been removed and a newer one built to the south. Prior to
bridges all trains, horses, wagons, and people crossed by
ferry. Bridges simplified crossing a large river such as the
Big Muddy (Mississippi River).

The Lincoln Highway was developed in 1913, with the
route created by existing roads, dirt roads, and wagon
trails. In 1919, an Army truck convoy tested out the Lin-
coln Highway from Gettysburg to San Francisco. Eighty
vehicles loaded with 300 men made the trip. In several

locations, it was found bridges were not sturdy enough to
carry this load. Many bridges collapsed, but the Lyon-Ful-
ton Bridge survived.

In the early days of the Lincoln Highway, one newspaper
counted 400 cars passing the Clinton Courthouse in one
hour one evening. Traveling the Lincoln Highway was a
popular thing to do. By 1923, there were 38 miles of paved
Lincoln Highway from the city of Clinton to Lowden.

At the intersection of US 30 and 67, there stands an
original Lincoln Highway marker and a brick pillar with
a limestone capstone with the red, white, and blue Lin-
coln Highway Association logo, and a plaque to honor W. F.
Coan, the initial consul of the Lincoln Highway Association
for the State of lowa.

The town of DeWitt is at the intersection of the Blues
Highway (#61) and the Lincoln Highway (#30) at 10th St
and 6th Ave.

Just outside of Wheatland are three historic bridges.
One is completely blocked off from traffic and the other
two are need of attention. Clinton County may sell these
bridges to neighbors and discontinue their public use. The
area is abundant with wildlife and the remains of an ear-
lier Lincoln Highway alignment is seen deep in the woods
that has grown around it.

Wildlife/Natural Areas

The largest natural area in part of Clinton County and
managed federally is the Upper Mississippi Wildlife Refuge
and includes parts of four states: Wisconsin, Illinois, lowa,

43




e

and Minnesota. It was established in 1924 with 240,000
acres as a refuge for fish, wildlife, and plants. It serves
as a breeding place for migrating birds, with wooded is-
lands, waters and marshes. The Mississippi River bottom
is two to five miles wide. Primitive camping is allowed but
for no longer than 14 days. Equipment left unattended
over 24 hours is subject to impoundment. Campfires are
permitted, but no tree cutting, littering, collecting, con-
trolled substances, private structures, and no firearms or
fireworks (except for arms used by a licensed hunter or
trapper during the season) are allowed. Alcoholic bever-
ages are permitted except while hunting. Public assem-
blies permitted with special permission from Refuge Man-
ager. The refuge is for the benefit of migratory birds, fish,
plants and animals. Visitors should avoid disturbing Heron
and Egret rookeries, eagle nests, ducks, young wildlife,
turtle nests, snakes and other animals that share the
refuge with humans as it is their home. (42.8488956,-
91.895438)

Two other federally managed areas are Bulger’s Hollow
Recreational Area in the northeast section of the coun-
ty (41.9364756,-90.1846048) and Lock and Dam #13 in
Clinton on the Mississippi River (41.5353,-90.0921).

Syracuse Wildlife Area (41.8297139,-90.7958897) is 538
acres managed by the DNR for hunting in lowland and tim-
ber for waterfowl, deer, and turkey. It has primitive camp-
ing, hiking, fishing, horseback riding, cross-country ski-
ing, snowmobiling. Three other state managed areas are
Barber Creek Wildlife Area (41.7714297,-90.6202366),
Goose Lake Wildlife Area (41.9611224,-90.3982162),
and Wapsi Wildlife Area (41.7679715,-90.5669804).

Clinton County Conservation manages 2,030 acres of
parks, wildlife areas, preserves, and marinas. A few along
or near the Lincoln Highway are:

o Killdeer Recreation Area is 16 acres (including a 12-
acre lake) with picnicking, fishing, ice fishing, boating
and pit toilets (41.8126942,-90.4655089).

e Syracuse Access is one acre and has access to the Wap-
sipinicon River for fishing, boating, and has a boat
ramp. This area is subject to flooding and may be
closed periodically (41.831624,-90.794641).

e Grand Mound Conservation Area is 16 acres of unde-
veloped habitat area, just south of the Lincoln High-
way, near the town of Grand Mound (41.825243,-
90.6252546).

e Malone Park is a 30 acre park with a nine-acre fish-
ing and swimming pond. It has picnicking areas, beach
area, boating, shelter, prairie restoration, disc golf,
and pit toilets (41.813185,-90.5669804).

Fishing Access, Marinas, and Boat Ramps
A new fishing access between 5th and 6th Ave., north
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Upper Mississippi Wildlife Refuge

on Riverview Dr., just south of the Showboat Theater is
handicapped accessible. There is also fishing accessibility
along the Discovery Trail which begins at Riverview Dr and
9th Ave. North. The indigenous fish found in the Mississip-
pi River are Bluegill, Sunfish, Crappie, Largemouth Bass,
Channel Cat, Walleye, Sauger, Bullhead, Smallmouth Bass,
Northern Pike, Flathead Catfish, and Yellow Bass.

The riverfront area where the Lincoln Highway crosses
the Mississippi and enters lowa has been renovated and
the marina at 511 Riverview Dr. contains 150 slips from
20-50 feet. They welcome transients, but reservations
are recommended. The marina has full service amenities
including shower rooms, laundry, gas and diesel, pump-
out station, 4-lane boat launch and boater’s store. The
Candlelight Inn on the second floor of marina offers dining
inside or on the deck. There are courtesy slips for dining,
but it is suggested to call ahead.

Another marina is in Camanche, called the Rock Creek
Marina at 3942 291st St. and is located on the backwaters
of the Mississippi River. It offers camping, paddle boat,
canoe, boat and cabin rentals, marina, and camp store
(41.7583137,-92.8395849).

Public boat ramps are located at:

e 30th Ave. North and McKinley
e 25th Ave. North and Harding St.
9th Ave. North on Riverview Dr.
¢ 19th Ave. South and 5th Ave.

Other Locations of Note
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o Discovery Trail is a 14 mile trail starting at Eagle Point
Park, through downtown Clinton and ending in the
town of Camanche. It is dedicated to three Clinton
County Astronauts: Commander Dale A. Gardner (US
Navy), Dr. George D. (Pinky) Nelson, Col David C. Hilm-
ers (US Marine Corp). It has tennis courts, swimming,
a minor league baseball park, and camping along the
trail (41.8976584,-90.1752079).

e The Bickelhaupt Arboretum, 340 S 14th St., Clinton,
is a nationally recognized 14-acre outdoor museum of
shrubs, ground covers, perennials, and annuals. There
is also a Monarch butterfly watch station, bird haven,
and herb garden.

e The Soaring Eagle Nature Center, privately-owned at
4201 N. 3rd St., Clinton, offers hiking trails, natural
prairie, one-room schoolhouse, nature center, and a
butterfly garden (41.8921122, -90.1821292).

o Blue Heron Eco Cruises are given by the Clinton Coun-
ty Conservation Board at Rock Creek Marina and
Campground, south

of Camanche on
Thursday evenings
and led by a natu-
ralist (41.7684321,-
90.329636).

e The Mississippi Riv-
er Eco Tourism Cen-
ter, 3942 291st St.,

Camanche, houses a
9,000 gallon aquari- Blue Heron Eco-Cruise
um with species from
the Mississippi River along with wetland displays, high-
lighting reptiles, amphibians, water fowl, and other
species that call the backwaters and sloughs of the
area home. It also has a large collection of replicas
of State of lowa record fish species (41.7503285,-
90.3302446).

e Lyons Four Square Park, at Main Ave. and Roosevelt St.
in the Historic Lyons District, has a gazebo and band-
shell.

Other Recreational Opportunities

e Canyon Creek Golf, 1871 420th Ave., Clinton

o DeWitt Aquatic Center, 1000 14th St., is on the north
side of town and has a zero depth entry and waters-
lides.

e Emma Young Park, 11th Ave. N and N. 14th St., in Clin-
ton has ball fields, tennis courts, cross-country skiing,
hiking and biking trails, playground equipment, con-
cessions, picnic tables, restrooms and shelters, lake
area, and a golf hitting area.

o Felix Adler Children’s Discovery Center, 332 8th Ave. S,
is named for world-famous clown and Clinton native,
Felix Adler. It has 20 permanent and traveling interac-
tive exhibits.

o Imperial Lanes, 823 S. Washington Blvd., Camanche.
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e Legends Sports Bar and Grill (for billiards), 2118 Har- I
rison Dr., Clinton.

e There are many smaller neighborhood parks managed
by the City of Clinton and offer playgrounds and other
opportunities for recreation.

e The Oaks Golf and Dining, 3330 Harts Mill Rd., Clinton.

e Plaza Bowl of Clinton, 1119 North 2nd St., Clinton.

e Prairie Pastures Dog Park on N. 3rd St. in Clinton is
on a site of a former zoo, so it offers 8 acres of off-
leash adventures for dogs of all ages, including unusu-
al structures, varied terrain, and a swimming pond
(41.7503285,-90.1821292).

o Riverview Swimming Pool, 101 S. 1st Ave., in Clinton
offers lap swimming and a water slide.

e Wild Rose Casino, 777 Wild Rose Dr., Clinton

Scenic Views

The Eagle Point Park, 3900 N. 3rd St., was established
in 1937 on 200 acres and has a rustic lodge with large
glass windows. The park offers panoramic views of the
Mississippi River and the birds, plants, and animals that
call the area home. The area is home to migrating bald
eagles, wild geese, ducks, turtles, and cranes. Nearby lily
pads, when in bloom, are spectacular. Watching barges
and other water craft travel through the Lock and Dam
#13 is a favorite activity for both residents and visitors.

Historical and Cultural Intrinsic Qualities

Buildings and Objects of Note

Perhaps because of the proximity to the Mississippi River
and the east/west railroad line, the cities of Clinton,
DeWitt, and Low Moor were considered three of the stron-
gest points along the Underground Railroad system, which
in the 1850s spirited slaves out of the south.

View from Eagle Point Park
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Between 1850 and 1900,
the towns of Lyons and
Clinton became the cen-
ter of the lumber industry
and the area was known
as the “Lumber Capitol
of the World.” Huge log
rafts floated down from
Wisconsin and Minnesota
bringing logs to be cut
into lumber to Clinton
and then shipped by rail
or by river. Between 1850 and 1890, Clinton boasted 13
resident millionaires - more millionaires per capita than
any other town or city in the nation. A typical saw mill
employed 300 men and boys who worked 10 hour days, six
days a week. Clinton and Lyons hosted three steamboats
per day, or 1200 per year. By 1900, the northern forests
were depleted and mills closed.

Curtis Mansion

Large homes or mansions were built in Lyons and Clinton
for the many lumber barons, like the Curtis Mansion at
420 5th Ave. S, home now to the Clinton’s Women’s Club.
The Randall House was a plush 300-room hotel which nev-
er opened its doors for business. Completed in the depth
of financial panic in 1857, no one could be found to lease
or operate it. A group of Lyons investors traded the build-
ing for land in South Dakota. In 1880, the Randall House
was dismantled and shipped by rail to South Dakota.

The Sawmill Museum, 2231 Grant St in the Lyons District,
pays tribute to this history and has a recreated 1888 lum-
berjack camp for kids to explore, a Struve mill where a
piece of lumber can be followed from rough cut slab to a
smooth chair leg, and a restored 1920s sawmill in action.
The newest exhibit is an animated “Meet the Lumber Bar-
ons” display.

The Clinton County Historical Society and Museum, 601 S.
1st St., is housed in a building built in 1858 as the Com-
mission House for Steamboat. It was sold to the Oakes
family for their lumberyard, which operated until 1983.
In 1995, the Society
bought it and made it
into a museum.

The town of Clinton
offers a walking tour
which starts at Clinton
County Museum and
goes to the Lafayette
Hotel, the Moeszing-
er-Marwes  Building,
and Carnegie Library.

German Hausbarn in DeWitt

The town of DeWitt, a former Clinton County seat, has
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an 1878 Opera House, Central Community Historical Mu-
seum at 628 6th Ave., and a 1727 German Hausbarn from
Schleswig-Holstein brought over from central Germany
and re-assembled in 2008. The Hausbarn is located at
1010 6th St. and is used as a museum and as the Chamber
of Commerce office.

The post office in DeWitt has a mural painted in 1938
called Shucking Corn by John Bloom.

[MAYOR

The Shucking Corn mural in the DeWitt Post Office

Wineries and Breweries

Wide River Winery, 1776 E. Deer Creek Rd., is along the
bluffs of the Mississippi River at its widest point. Visitors
can visit the tasting room, picnic on the deck, or hike the
bluff trail for striking views of the Mississippi River and the
six acres of vineyards (41.91892,-90.18454177).

Tycoga Vineyard and Winery, 2585 195th St. in DeWitt,
opened in 2014 and has an event center, tasting room,
and production room (41.8933344,-90.5925965).

Events

e The Lumberjack Festival is held every June at the
Sawmill Museum with world class competitors showing
their lumberjack skills.

e The Clinton Area Showboat Theater is a professional
reparatory theater that performs musical and come-
dies on a restored old river paddle boat. It is located
in the Riverview Park area.

e Clinton Symphony Orchestra concerts are held at the
Riverview band shell as well as Juneteenth and the
Clinton 4th of July celebrations.

e The Gateway Contemporary Ballet is a pre-profession-
al ballet group that performs at open air concerts and
festivals, as well as introducing ballet into schools.

o Felix Adler Days is held every June, complete with a
circus.

e Lyons Farmer’s Market is held May-November on
Wednesday afternoons and Saturday mornings.

o DeWitt holds “Tunes in Town” every Tuesday from June
to August in Lincoln Park, between two alighments of
the Lincoln Highway.

e Grand Mound’s Steam Thresher Show and Car Show are
held every July.



The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan

Sports Teams

Clinton is home to the Clinton LumberKings, a Class
1A Baseball team. They are an affiliate of the Seattle
Mariners. Games are held April to September at the
Ashford University Field.

The Muddy River Rugby Football Team plays August to
November at the George O’Morris Park as part of the
USA Rugby Division Il Men’s Competition.

Colleges and Universities

The Lyons Female College was the state’s first educa-
tional institution for
young ladies, opening
in 1858. In 1872, it
metamorphosed into
Our Lady of Angels
Seminary and oper-
ated until 1965. The
aging buildings were
razed in 1969.

In 1875, the River-
side Institute opened
in the empty Randall
House and was affiliated with the Protestant Episcopal
Church, though not under its control. It went down in
the 1880s as other institutions sprung up.

Wartburg, a Lutheran college, was founded in 1868 in
Galena, Illinois, moving to Mendoata, Illinois in 1874;
then again to Waverly, lowa in 1885; and to Clinton,
lowa in 1894. Instruction was given half in English and
half in German. In 1935, the college moved back to
Waverly where it found its permanent home.

Clinton Community College was founded in 1946 as
World War |l veterans returned from the service. It
is now a 2-year college offering Associate in Arts (AA)
and Associate in Science (AS) degrees and is part of the
Eastern lowa Community Colleges along with Musca-
tine and Scott County Community Colleges.

The LumberKings were 2016 Western Divi-
sion Champions

Famous People Along the Lincoln Highway

Duke Slater, All-American football player who played at
University of lowa and professionally for 10 years. He is
enshrined in the College Football Hall of Fame.

Marcus Childs, a Pulitzer winning author.

Lillian Russell, Comic Opera and Vaudeville singer and
actress. Born Helen Louise Leonard in 1861 in Clinton,
moved to Chicago at age 5 and eventually to New York
City.

Felix Adler, famous circus clown.

Ruby Bell Rickoff, “Madame Coretta,” a world famous
little person, who at age 13 was 30 inches tall and
weighed 19 bs.

First triplets born in lowa (names not found).

Duke Slater

Lillian Russell
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National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

County City Name Location
Clinton DeWitt Ames Creek Bridge 300th St. over Ames Cr.
Clinton Clinton Ankeny Building 201 5th Ave. South
Clinton Camanche Horace Anthony House 1206 Anthony PL.
Clinton Clinton Castle Terrace Historic District Roughly along jct. of Terrace Dr.

and Caroline Ave.
Clinton Clinton Cherry Bank 1458 Main Ave.
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & West of Main St., between Railroad

Pacific Depot St. & Clinton Ave.
Clinton Wheatland City Hotel 214 South Main St.
Clinton Clinton Clinton County Courthouse Between 6th & 7th Aves.
Clinton Clinton Clinton High School & Public 600 South 4th St.

Library
Clinton Clinton Clinton Public Library 306 8th Ave. South
Clinton Clinton George M. Curtis House 420 South 5th Ave.
Clinton Delmar Delmar Calaboose Vane St.
Clinton Clinton Peter Dierks House IA 136, 5 mi. west of Clinton
Clinton Grand Mound Dugan’s Saloon 516 Smith St.
Clinton Grand Mound Farmers and Merchants Savings 601 Smith St.
Bank

Clinton Clinton First National Bank 226 5th Ave. South
Clinton Grand Mound Grand Mound Town Hall and Water- 613-615 Clinton St.

works Historic District

Clinton Grand Mound Helvig-Olson Farm Historic District 2008 260th St.
Clinton Clinton Howes Building 419-425 2nd St. South
Clinton Calamus George Johnson House 2566 190th Ave.
Clinton Calamus Kvindherred Lutheran Church, 2589 190th Ave.

School, and Cemetary

Clinton Clinton Lamb-Lafayette House 317 7th Ave. South
Clinton Clinton Moeszinger-Marquis Hardware Co. 721 2nd St. South
Clinton Clinton Saint Boniface Church 2500 North Pershing Blvd.
Clinton Clinton Saint Irenaeus Church 2811 North 2nd St.
Clinton Lost Nation Sharon Methodist Episcopal Church 1223 125th St.
Clinton Clinton Van Allen Store 5th Ave. & South 2nd St.
Clinton Clinton Wilson Buildings 211-219 5th Ave. South
Clinton Delmar Wilson District #7 School 1507 270th Ave.
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Clinton County Cultural and Historical Points of Interest

1 Concrate Cubeart, Clinton County 34 City Hall |0ld Post Office), DeWist

24 Cancrate Culvert and Headwalk, 38 German Hausbarn Museum, Dellitt
Clintan Courty 36 Lincoln Highway Plague, DeWwitt

5 Roadway Grade, Whaatland 37 Dewitt Chamber of Commerce, Dewit

& Road (esign, Whaatland 38 1878 Opera House, DeWitt

7 City Hotal, Wheatland 39 Contral Community Histarical Musgum,

8 Curtis Memarial Library, Wheatland Deitt

9 0ld Caratery, Wheatland &0 Wiristhar Maotel, DeWwirt

10 Downtown, Wheatland 41 Shucking Corn Mural by John Bloom in

11 Lake Bridge, Wheatkand DeWit Clty Hall, DeWitt

12 Original Guard Rail Detail, Wheatland 42 Tunas in Town, DeWidt

13 |-Beeam Bridge, Wheatland 43 |ohn Bloam Mural in ity Hall, DeiWitt

14 Third Wapsipinican Bridge, Wheatland &4 Jahn Bloam Statues in Downtown, Dewin
15 Dripinal Guard Rall Detail, Calamus 45 Lincoln Highway Bridge Site, Clinton

16 Old Waps| Overflow Bridge, Calamus Cointy

17 Second Wapsipmicon Bridge, Calamus 46 Detoured Corner, (inton County

18 Syracuse Pony Truss Bridge, Calamus 47 Horace Anthony House, Camanche

19 Linealn Highway Marker, Calarmus 48 Wild Rose Casing & Resort, Clintan

20 Canogy Gas Statfon, Calamus 49 Coan Marker, Clinton

21 George Johnson Howse, Clinton County 50 Lincaln Kighvay Sign, Clintan

42 Kvindherred Lutheran Church, Schood, 51 Castle Terrace Historic District, (inton

and Cemetery, Clintan County 52 Gearge 0'Morris Park (Muddy River Rugby
23 Steam Thrishir Shaw & Car Show (Juby Faotball Team|, Cintan

Event), Grand Matind 53 Clinton Community College, Clirton
24 Rallroad Crossing, Grand Mound 54 Lincaln Highway Marker, Clinton

25 Evergraen Cemetery, Grand Mound 85 Van Allen Store, Clinton
26 Grand Mound Town Hall and Waterwarks 56 First Mational Bank, Clinton

Histaric District, Grand Mound 57 Gearje M. Curtis House, Chatan

27 Dupan's Salopn, Grand Mound 58 Union Pacific Depat, Clinton

28 Farmers and Merchants Savings Bank, 59 Smit Brothers Hardware, Clinton
{irand Mound B0 Lafayette Hatel, Clinton

29 Grand Mound Fire & Rescue (Fire Station 61 Concrate Linooln Highway Marker, Cinton
Restared), Grand Maund 62 Clirbon County Courthause, Clinton

30 Downtown, Grand Maund 63 Clinton County Historical Society

31 Cottage Style Gas Station, DeWidt Museum and Lbrary, Clinton

32 Uincoln Fark, Da'Witt B4 Ankeny Building, Clinton

33 Carnegie Library, DeWitt B8 Clinton Public Library, Clinton

68 Howes Bullding, Clnton

67 Lafayette Lamb House, Cinton

68 Moeszinger-Marguis Hardware Co. [Clintan
Conventlon and Visitors Bureau), Cinton

&3 Clinton High School and Public Library, Clinton

10 Washington Junior High School and lefferson
Grade School, (hnton

T1 Wilson Guildings, Clinton

72 Clinton Lumber Kings, Cinton

13 River Arts Center, Clinton

T4 Clinton Area Showboat Theatar, Clinton

18 Clintan Symphony Orchestra Concerts, Clintan

76 Ashbord University Field |Clinton LumberKings),
Clinton

17 Ashioed University Clinton Campus {CLOSED], Clintan

18 Cherry Bank, Clinton

14 Site of the Fulton and Lyons Bridge Ramp, Clinton

B0 MeElpney Mators, Cinton

B1 Saint Bonétace Church, Clinton

82 Salnt Irenagys Church, Clintan

83 The Sawmdl Museum, Clinton

B4 The lumberjack Festival (Held at the Sawmill
Muzewrm), Cliriton

85 Lyans Farmers Market, Cinton

86 Lincoln Highway Bridge Site, Clinton

87 Wide River Winery, Clinton

B8 Peter Dierks Mouse, Cinton County

B9 Tycopa Vineyard & Winery, Dewit

90 Wilson District Mo, 7 5chool, Clintan County

91 Chicago, Mibwaukee, St, Paul & Pacthic Depot, Delmar

92 Dalmar Calaboose (One-Reom Jaill, Delmar

93 Sharon Methadist Episcopal Church, Lest Mation

04 50, Jarmes Camedary {Farmer Brown' Burial Grounds),
Taronte

95 Indian Mound (ary Stephenson’s Farm|, (aton
County

96 Helvig-0lson Farm Historic District, Clinton County

51 __J




C
S
[a
e}

C

(O]

€

(&)

on

©

C

[g°]
=

| .

o
o

-

| S

(@]
O

>

[

2

=
o

(O]

on

(o]
s

| .

(O]
I

>

©

2
=
o0
T
=

(@]

O
=
—

(O]
<
T

LOU| [ "F || ARt L E g WU seng o wsaadg uu ARRIIOH BT SIAMET 5 pue g s T PUNDy PURID UMURDT §

LIS e 9 "AEMpUEY Sauoeg Yijwes gE UGS oy Mg £T LR B e ssliung 9 puridja) pluers e g pood W B
LHIRID "alee] Ssai0] |jaysg gf Lk ) LUy fjakdge g sedrg B WAABD PuUnog prueds et g Jeg s aeiiayn g
UG T Ui 5, My e THEE 5538 YiigliH §F WEIL|T Sl @ U] AJurndT 1F ‘BINE Eadsan 5 Ase] 5 snugepET ‘deg 5 sgjans g
(TR SO WIRINELSaY LBOEUIT R supdod g B0 SN]SR O LilisiAe] 5 e T SNILE BT B0 ARUPT SNLERT €
TuEINEYERE Q0] |7 Apuse umog DG £F ] uealy MR HA BT PLEARIYAS ‘uMDLADY)
unqul|[J Bidad T 2§ LY I S | 5 AR 0T a3 pUe £2214 5,307 Addey 6T TH AL |50 JSISUINA BT pUSIRALAS 5 opriadsa] §
UL ‘) Jydjajpue]) TE UL e KA s Wara] R R sdng 11 PUBEESY N SOR|] SH T
UDJUI|D ST S0IOK O pue iog swods spuaBia 57 pUE JBg UESDELY BTSN BT AN UL LAWY 0T PLRTICILMY, ‘59 SN T

18 o) g EF ST DO peYay Sudpe  f  spieD ARmyiY ujcaun

A
JuEInEray . LIEE SR . ArmiEiH ujeaun
X I

SYIUBWD] .
100 MO] P
S e, W JPuUBaRIYM
| L ..,...... i,
“. .n_. —
< /
. l-| I-rl-
uopuid | 5
| ojuoseg-
UoRBN 1507
ayo7 25005
Al s ipwiag
Al : y
| L4 f
L —— w .r..r. .._.. M
. i \ 5
.a_-_..lu_.ﬂ..".._lu..._ _ .r._.

sapualy AJuno) uojui|d

52




The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan

Subsection 4: Cedar County

The Lincoln Highway in Cedar County travels through four
communities: Lowden, Clarence, Stanwood, and Mechan-
icsville.

Archaeological, Natural, Recreational, and
Scenic Intrinsic Qualities
Background

The largest cache of Clovis points, from the Paleolndian
time was found in Cedar County at the Rummells-Maske
site near Hare Run. Twenty complete points and many
fragments were discovered as well as some Gainey points,
which are an intermediary between Clovis and Folsum
points. This is the earliest verification of life in Cedar
County.

In 1884, The Bealer Quarries operated in Cedar County,
finding limestone, sandstone, and magnesia stone some
90 feet below the surface of the Cedar River. The two
quarries owned by the Bealer family are now popular fish-
ing spots in Cedar Valley Park.

The city of Clarence was once called “Onion Grove” be-
cause of wild onions growing nearby. When the railroad
laid its line, the city moved closer to the rail and changed
its name to Clarence.

Cedar County, Nature, and the Lincoln Highway

The Lincoln Highway runs along the very upper northern
part of the county with the county seat, Tipton, to the
south, near the center of the county.

Cedar County was the last county in lowa to be paved and
a sign proclaiming “where MUD begins and ends” once
greeted the traveler.

The Lincoln Highway route travels in a “stair steps” fash-
ion on the east side of Lowden, just after the Clinton/

Cedar County line.

An abandoned section of the Lincoln Highway to the west
of Lowden would need a bridge, but would make an ex-
cellent walking trail.

Presidents Hoover and Truman both rode the train and got
off the train in Lowden.

Wildlife/Natural Areas

The Cedar County Conservation manages several parks.
Because the Lincoln Highway travels across the northern
part of the county, many residents cross into Jones County
to enjoy their wildlife and natural areas. Those nearest
the Lincoln Highway in Cedar County are:

e Massillon Park is 20 acres of bottomland and upland
timber. It offers camping, drinking water, picnicking,
stream fishing, boating, winter sports, log cabins,
and pit toilets. The lower campground and boat ramp
are subject to flooding (Hoover Hwy, 41.8880371,
-90.9591696).

e Red Oak Park, a 7-acre Oak and Hickory forest has
drinking water available, a picnic area, and pit toilets
(41.8337698,-91.646956).

e Rock Creek Timber is open for hunting, in season
(41.8392427,-91.1904904).

« Townsend Wildlife Area is 178 acres open for hunting,
in season (41.8151126,-90.9591696).

e Mink Run Wildlife Area is 75 acres of upland timber
and native grasses, managed by the DNR (41.881956,
-91.3487777).

Lakes/Ponds

The Cedar and Rock Rivers are the main fishing areas in
the county. The Wapsipicon River briefly runs through the
northeast corner of the county. Fish species that can be
caught are: Bream, Bluegill, Catfish, Largemouth Bass,
Crappie, Smallmouth Bass, Flathead Catfish, Carp, Blue
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Catfish, Bullhead, Sunfish, Pumpkinseed Sunfish, and Sun-
fish.

Other Locations of Note

On the northwest corner of Tipton (the county seat) and
not on the Lincoln Highway, is the Hardacre Community
Garden located on the former Jacob Hardacre farm. Pro-
duce grown here by the community and county residents
is distributed all across Cedar County.

Other Recreational Opportunities

3/30 Golf and Country Club, 101 Country Club Lane, a
nine-hole privately owned course with clubhouse and
swimming pool is located on the east side of Lowden
(41.8576761,-90.9185868).

Scenic Views

Scenic views identified in community meetings were at
Tipton’s Hardacre Community Garden, and the “stair
step” section of the Lincoln Highway outside of Lowden.

Historical and Cultural Intrinsic Qualities
Buildings and Objects of Note

Herbert Hoover was the 31st President of the United
States and was born in West Branch, lowa in 1874 in a
two-room cottage. West Branch is not on the Lincoln
Highway, but is in the southwest corner of Cedar County.
Hoover was orphaned at age nine and left the area, nev-
er to return again. However, his Presidential Library and
Museum is located in West Branch at the Herbert Hoover
National Historic Site, 201 Parkside Dr. Included are his
birthplace cottage, Friend’s Meetinghouses, Presidential
Museum and Library, blacksmith shop, schoolhouse, and
his gravesite.

The Herbert Hoover Highway
travels from West Branch
westward into lowa City, just
to the north of Interstate 80
in the southern tier of Cedar
County.

As the Lincoln highway devel-
oped, many businesses sprang
up to accommodate the trav-
eler. Cedar County was no ex-
ception to this. In Lowden, the

Lincoln Hotel is still in operation as a bed and breakfast
(but the owners are retiring and wishing to sell). There
are old gas stations in Lowden and Stanwood. The one
in Stanwood is the last canopy station in lowa. The Cor-

The Lincoln Hotel in Lowden
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ner Café in Lowden, truly
is located on a corner, with
the entrance facing the in-
tersection. Buildings were
often designed that way at
to not favor one side of the
building over the other.

The historic Stanwood gas station In Clarence, the Wendt Re-
alty building was once a gas
station. Today, the Mill Creek Café operates along the Lin-
coln Highway. Clarence also has several murals on build-
ings downtown including a Grant Wood mural.

Tipton’s Carnegie
Library, 206 Cedar
St., was built in 1903
has displays of origi-
nal Grant Wood art,
including 17 litho-
graphs, and oil by
Marvin Cone, and an
original oil naif and
two prints by Pol-
ly Kemp. The Cedar
County Historical So-
ciety Museum and Prairie Village, 1094 IA38, is located in
Tipton as is the 1898 Queen Anne home of Alex and Harri-
et Fulwider Spear, now known as the Spear Bed and Break-
fast at 120 E. 9th St. The Old Cedar County Jail, 711 E.
South St., Tipton is the last standing “mom and pop” jail
in the country (41.761805, -91.1263454).

Old Cedar Jail

Cultural Groups

Early settlers had many battles to overcome- harsh win-
ters, floods, droughts, and disease. One such incident
happened in Cedar County when Elliott Parr returned
from the war 1848 to help build houses. In 1867, he suc-
cumbed to the smallpox epidemic and the residents did
not want him buried in the Van Horn cemetery (the only
one in the area). His father, Old Billy, said he had enough
land and his son had been a good soldier. So he deeded a
quarter acre to Cedar County and buried his son. Today,
just off the Hoover Highway (3 miles south of Lowden) is
a lone grave surrounded by a high wire fence and a flag.
The government placed a marker at his grave years ago
(41.8446017,-90.9544769).

Many Quakers settled in Cedar County. In 1890, the lowa
Wilburite Quakers founded the Scattergood’s Friends
School. Today, at 1951 Delta Ave., it is still in operation as
a grade 9-12 college prep school. It has an organic farm
and raises 200 animals per year and 140 varieties of pro-
duce (41.66493083,-91.3092479).

During the depression, farmers in eastern and southeast-
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ern lowa rose up in a violent protest against a state policy
they felt interfered in their farming operation. This pro-
test became known as the Cedar County Cow War of 1931.

Colleges and Universities

Kirkwood Community College, in Cedar Rapids, operates
a Cedar County Center in Tipton. There are no other col-
leges or universities in Cedar County.

Famous People Along the Lincoln Highway

e Herbert Hoover (1874-
1964), 31st President of the
United States, was born in
West Branch, (southwestern
Cedar County).

e« John Brown (1800-1859),
abolitionist who maintained
his headquarters at Spring-
dale, just east of West
Branch, while planning his
Harpers Ferry raid.

e Lawrie (1822-1900), an Indi-
an Agent to the Kiowa and
Camanche tribes, and be-
ginning in 1884, became the
guardian to the future President Herbert Hoover.

Herbert Hoover

National Register of Historic Places

County City Name Location
Cedar Downey Downey Savings Front St.
Bank
Cedar Tipton Floral Hall W of Tipton on
Cedar County
Fair Grounds
Cedar Rochester Green, William, 1709 Madison
House St.
Cedar West Branch Gruwell and 109 W. Main St.
Crew General
Store
Cedar Buchanan Hall, Hannah 1285 Garfield
Morse Fowler, Ave.
House
Cedar West Branch Herbert Hoover Off 1-80
National Histor-
ic Site
Cedar West Branch Herbert Hoover | 110 Parkside Dr.
National Histor-
ic Site (Bound-
ary Increase)
Cedar Tipton Hotel Tipton 524-527 Cedar
St.
Cedar Lowden Kreinbring 200 Main St.
Phillips 66 Gas
Station
Cedar Lowden Lincoln Hotel 408 Main St.
Cedar Clarence Mill Creek Plum St. over
Bridge Mill Cr.
Cedar Tipton Red Oak Grove 751 King Ave.
Presbyterian
Church and
Cemetery
Cedar Tipton Reichert, 508 E. Fourth
John Christian St.
and Bertha
Landrock,
House
Cedar Durant St. Paul’s Epis- 206 6th Ave.
copal Church
and Parish Hall
Cedar Tipton Tipton State 501 Cedar St.
Bank
Cedar West Branch West Branch W. Main and N.
Commercial Downey Sts
Historic District
Cedar West Branch West Branch N. Downey and
Commercial E. and W. Main
Historic District Sts.
(Boundary Incr
ease)
Cedar West Branch West Branch 124 W. Main St.
Commercial

Historic District
(Boundary Incr
ease)

West Branch Commercial Historic District
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Cedar County Cultural,
Historical, and Scenic Points of Interest
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Cedar County Cultural,
Historical, and Scenic Points of Interest

1 Architectural Character, Maechanicswille

4 Architectural Character, Mechanicoville

3 Diovwrrbosain, Machanicosville

4 Lowden Hotal, BMechanicoysilla

5 Conorete Culvert, Mechanscsville

& Former Loation of Highway Gardens,

Starvwood

T Frontapge Road, Stamwood

B Industrial Entry, Stanwood

9 Motel, Stanwood

16 Single Post Canopy Gas Statian,
Starwaod

11 Landscape Characier, Stamsood

12 Red Qak Growe Prasbyterian Chisrch
and Cemetery, Stanwaod

13 Mill Creek Bridge, Clarence

14 Moderm Lincoln Highway Bural, Carence

15 Clarence Mator Co., Clarence

16 Wendt Realty, Clarence

17 Lincaln Highway Marker and Veterans Park,
Clarence

18 Ml Creek Café, Clarence

13 Concrite Bridge, Carence

0 Concrete Bridge, Clarence

H Concrets Bridge, Lawden

22 abandoned Section of Lincoln Highway
[Weast], Lowden

3 Abandoned Zection of Lincoln Highway,
Lovedar

24 Waaden Rail Culvert, Lowdean

25 Lowden Cemetery, Lowdean

26 Concrete Bridge, Lowden

47 330 Golf and Country Club, Lowden

28 American Legian hMural, Lowden

29 Lincoln Hoted, Lossden

30 Krainbring Fhillips &6 Gas Staton, Lowden

31 Kemmann Chevrolet (CLOSED], Lawden

32 Herbert Homver Highway Marker, Lawden

33 Lowden Historical Sochety Museum (Lowden
D pot], Lowden

34 Comer Café [(CLOSED), Lowden

35 Good Tirmes LLC (Former Opera Howse), Lowdan

36 Visizle Curd, Lowden

A7 Concrete Bridge, Lowden

38 Concrete Culvert, Lowden

33 Elliatt Parr Marker & Flag by Grave, Lowden

40 Hannah Morse Fowler Hall House, Budhanan

41 Cadar County Historical Soclety Musaum and
Prairie Willage, Tipton

42 Hardaore Community Garden Scenic Ares, Tigton

43 Spear Bed and Breakiast, Tipton

44 Old Cedar County Jall, Tipton

45 Carmegse Librany, Tipton

46 Floral Hall, Tiptan

A7 kafin Cheistian and Bertha Landrock Raicksart
Hewiss, Thptan

48 Cedar Cownty Sheriff's House and Jall, Tiptan

49 Tipton State Bank, Tiptan

50 Hardsore Theater, Tipton

54 Tiffany's Tipton Bakery, Tipton

52 Gruwell and Crew Generad Store, West Branch

£3 Herbert Hoower Presidentsal Library and Museumn,
West Branch

54 President Hoower Birthplace, West Branch

55 Fresdent Hoower Grave Site, 'West Branch

56 Wast Branch Commercial Histonc District, Wiest
Bramch

57 Scattergood Friends School, Weast Branch

58 Downey Savings Bank, Downey

58 Willlam Green House, Cedar Courity

60 Marman Handcart Trail Hstorical Marker, Cedar
Caunty

61 5t. Pauls Episcapal Chunch and Parich Hall, Durant
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| Cedar County Amenities

— Mechafr/wicsville

_ : Clarence
\ J‘Q\ Lowden
\ Stanwood
A \K

Bennett
West Branch
Durant
n ey
Wilton
Miles = Lincoln Highway ‘ Gas Station . Restaurant
0O 125 25 5 7.5 10 Lincoln Highway Corridor . Lodging Retail
1 Casey’s General Store, 7 Mill Creek Café, Clarence 14 Lincolnway Flower Farm
Mechanicsville 8 The Onion Grove Bar and Grill, (CLOSED), Lowden
2 Bubba’s Sports Bar and Grill, Clarence 15 Spear Bed and Breakfast,
Mechanicsville 9 River Valley Co-Op, Clarence Tipton
3 Downtown, Mechanicsville 10 Lincoln Hotel, Lowden 16 Tiffany’s Tipton Bakery, Tipton
4 Fast Stop, Stanwood 11 Corner Café (CLOSED), Lowden 17 Tipton Motel, Tipton
5 Ditto’s Family Restaurant, Stanwood 12 Schneids Bar and Grill, Lowden 18 West Branch Commercial
6 Casey’s General Store, Clarence 13 Lowden Fast Stop (CLOSED), Lowden Historic District, West Branch
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Subsection 5: Linn County

The Lincoln Highway travels through four communities
in Linn County: Lisbon, Mount Vernon, Marion, and Cedar
Rapids. When Mount Vernon Road was paved, the Lincoln
Highway was realigned and Marion was no longer on the
route. It is, however, on a loop of the Lincoln Highway
Heritage Byway.

Archaeological, Natural, Recreational, and
Scenic Intrinsic Qualities
Background

The town of Lisbon is in the lowan Surface region as it
intersects with the Southern lowa Drift Plain and is char-
acterized by level to gently rolling terrain with stepped
topography towards drainage divides and well-established
dendritic drainage systems. Scattered areas of large field-
stones or glacial erratics across the ground surface are
typical. Lisbon is in a broad, nearly level upland interfluve
in-between two stream valleys that flow into the Cedar
River. Mount Vernon’s main street is atop a Paha, which
is erosional remnants of the once higher and older Pre-Il-
linoian glacial plain and preserved by thick wind-blown
Loess deposits.

A variety of Pleistocene sediments, including Wiscon-
sinan-age loess, mantles the near surface limestone bed-
rock of the region. Stone quarrying was an early industry
in the Mount Vernon-Lisbon area and it was mostly used
for foundations and railroad ballast. Clay deposits were
used to make bricks. The local clay and sand from the
Red Cedar River was used to make bricks and were often
baked on site. The reddish-orange soft brick was suitable
for chimneys and wall construction, but bricks made in
the area were mostly used for building facade. Bricks used
for paving would have likely been made in higher quality
brick manufacturing facilities like those in St. Louis or
other parts of Missouri and shipped to the area.

Fossils from the Silurian Epoch (425 million years ago)

have been found in the Kepler-Palisades State Park when
the area was a shallow sea in southern tropics. The verti-
cal cliffs (palisades) have a maximum height of 89 feet and
were originally created with lime mud deposits with cri-
noids (sea lilies) debris and locally common coral. These
deposits went through dolomitization, which is a chemical
change from the lime originally deposited to dolomite. To-
day dolomite comprises virtually all the exposed bedrock.
Because of molar volume decrease during replacement,
some sediment was dissolved and not replaced, creating
void spaces. Over time, some of the dolomite dissolved
due to modern weathering processes such as rain water,
which is slightly acidic and will slowly dissolve the dolo-
mite bedrock. This process has created solutionally en-
larged fractures, rock shelters (overhanging rock ledges),
and small caves and other openings in the park.

Findings of early civilizations date back to the Paleoindi-
an Period with just a few fluted spear points have been
found on the uplands along the margins of the Cedar River
valley. This period was 11,000-11,500 years ago when the
land had spruce and larch trees and the climate was cold-
er and wetter. Mastodons, mammoths, giant bison, cam-
els, and horses shared the land with the early peoples. A
molar from a Mastodon was found in the Palisades-Kepler
State Park area.

Pottery from the Early Woodland Period (500-100BC) was
found at the Spring Hollow site. Wood or bone tools were
used to incise designs on the clay.

A number of Woodland-age sites (500BC-1000AD) have
been recorded in the Mount Vernon-Lisbon area, partic-
ularly in the Palisades-Kepler State Park. A mound group
located just inside the entrance to the campgrounds is
marked by an interpretive sign and was first examined
by Charles Keyes. He was a professor at Cornell College
and founder of the lowa Archaeological Survey, who was
responsible for the recording of most of the known burial
mound groups in lowa.
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Fragments or sherds of shell-tempered pottery and small
triangular points were found from the Late Prehistoric
Period near the Pleasant Creek reservoir. They are char-
acteristic of Oneota artifact assembly. A single sherd of
shell-tempered pottery was found near the Wickiup Hill
Outdoor Learning Center on the east side of the river.
Another site in southeast Linn County, near Mount Ver-
non-Lisbon appears to show the Oneota used temporary
camp sites there on a seasonal or sporadic basis.

The Protohistoric Period (1640-1700 AD) found Native
America tribes along the major river valleys. They includ-
ed the loway, Oto, Omaha, Dakota, and Missouri. During
this time, European influence started trickling into the
area in the form of gunflints, metal trinkets, and glass
beads. Evidence of this period in Linn County is sparse.
Perhaps the loway and Oto used the Cedar Valley occa-
sionally while living to the north where there is evidence
of their cultures.

By the late 1700s, the Meskwaki (originally called the Sac
and Fox) had moved into the area. There is evidence the
Sac and Fox encamped near Marion as they journeyed to
trading points and to hunting grounds. Arrowhead Road
area was once the site of an Indian village. It has been
noted in early pioneer history that the area experienced
friendly relations between Indians and the early settler
groups.

Linn County has
several creeks
and rivers run-
ning  through
it. The Cedar
River enters di-
agonally from
the northwest
from Cedar
Falls and trav-
els southeaster-
ly towards the
corner of the
county and into
Cedar County. The Cedar River floods in 2008 damaged
much of Cedar Rapids’ business and commercial districts.
Big Creek travels through Marion and into Bertram, where
flooding has also occurred and a historic bridge was lost.
The Wapsipinicon River and Buffalo Creek travel through
the northeast corner of the county and then into Jones
County.

2008 flooding in Cedar Rapids

These rivers and creeks brought opportunities for saw-
mills and grain mills to flourish in the area. The area was
also home for wildlife in the area. Bald eagles are often
seen today along the rivers.

Marion was the first county seat, being laid out in 1838.
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Cedar Rapids was not laid out until 1841. Mount Vernon
was founded in 1847 along the Military Road (now Highway
1) at a point on the road where the route had to climb a
steep hill (Paha) to avoid low marshy areas on both sides.
First a well was dug to water the horses and soon a saloon
and stores followed. In 1851, Lisbon was laid out just one
mile to the east. It is unusual for two towns so close in
proximity to both survive and one not overtake the other.
Cedar Rapids became the Linn County seat in 1919.

The railroad is important to Linn County as several lines
travel from east to west and north to south and intersect
within Cedar Rapids. They include the lowa Northern Rail-
road (IANR), the Canadian National (CN), the Union Pacific
(UP), lowa Interstate Railroad (lAIS), and the Cedar Rap-
ids and lowa City Railway Company (CRANDIC) or (CIC).

Due to the Cedar River, rail lines, Interstate 380 con-
necting to Interstate 80 (which goes to the east and west
coast), Cedar Rapids has flourished as a leading region for
food processing. A number of companies including Gener-
al Mills, Quaker Oats, PepsiCo Company, H.J. Heinz, and
Ralston Foods serve North America from Cedar Rapids.

Linn County, Nature, and the Lincoln Highway

The Military Road was formed in 1839 by Lyman Dillon,
hired by the government to lay out a road by digging a
furrow between lowa City and Dubuque. The Blooming-
ton Road connected the river port of Bloomington (later
called Muscatine) and Marion in Linn County. Joe Good-
love, the Cedar County LHA Consul, says his relative cre-
ated a furrow with a plow to form Bloomington from Mus-
catine to Marion. Bloomington Road later became part of
the Lincoln Highway. Both roads became important post
and stage roads.

Linn County does have some hills that proved to be chal-
lenges for the automobile. Lincolnshire Road on what was
often called Snake Hill, proved to be one. Historic stories
are that early automobiles needed to go up the hill back-
wards to keep the fuel flowing to the engine. Fuel pumps
had not been created at that point in time.

Wildlife/Natural Areas

e Chain-O-Lakes Wildlife Area is 612 acres managed
by the DNR with hunting and river fishing. The bot-
tomland river floodplains is 1/3 oxbows and marshes,
1/3 timber, and 1/3 open land is home to waterfowl,
turkey deer, squirrel, and pheasant (42.0739899,
-91.7893928).

e Hanging Bog is 16 acres
(42.0374977,-91.7682367).

« Highway 13/30is 130 acres of bottomland timber flood

plain managed by the DNR. Hunting is allowed.

Indian Creek Nature Center, 6665 Otis Rd., has four

of wooded hillsides
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Chain-0O-Lakes Wildlife Area

miles of trails winding through 210 acres of wetlands,
riparian forests, maple sugar bush, tallgrass prairies,
and oak savanna. The land is in various stages of eco-
logical and restoration with hiking, birdwatching,
cross country skiing, and fishing available (41.966973,
-91.5823637).

o Matsell Bridge Natural Area, Matsell Park Rd., near
Central City (not on the Lincoln Highway), has a shoot-
ing range and hiking, equestrian trails, and groomed
ski trails (42.1280972,-91.374435).

e Morgan Creek Park, 7517 Worchester Rd., is 230 acres
with camping (30 amp electric hookups), drinking wa-
ter, showers, pit toilets, picnicking, hiking trails, cross
country ski trails, and facilities for the handicapped
(41.989106,-91.7697042).

o Palisades-Dows Preserve is 330 acres of mature hard-
wood timber (41.9016501,-91.5618132).

o Palisades-Kepler State Park, 700 Kepler Dr., is 840
acres created in 1922 and has modern camping (26
electric campsites, 18 non-electric campsites), hiking
trails, boat ramp, lodge, ranger, stream fishing, and
rental cabins (41.9110261,-91.504686).

e Squaw Creek County Park is 662 acres south of Mar-
ion with camping (50 amp electric hookups), drink-
ing water, flush toilets, picnicking, hiking, bridle and
cross-country ski trails, winter sports, and facilities
for the handicapped (42.0069568,-91.5613324).

e Vecny Woods is 28 acres of massive hardwood trees
stewarded by the neighboring Indian Creek Nature
Center (41.966973,-91.5823637).

o Wakpicada Natural Area is 352 acres of oxbow wet-
lands and several ponds remaining from sand quarrying
that took place with the 4-lane construction of High-
way 13 in the 1970s. This natural area is just south of
Central City near the Linn County Fairgrounds. There
is Wapsipinicon River access, no water or electricity,
primitive camping and restrooms, hunting, and hiking/
equestriand trails (42.1957599,-91.5370346).
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Pleasant Creek Lake is located four miles north of Palo
on the northwest corner of Cedar Rapids and is inside the
Pleasant Creek State Park (42.1217313,-91.8168875).

Between the Chain Lakes County Park and the Chain-O-
Lakes Wildlife Management Area, there are several small-
er lakes, including Mud Lake (42.0652882,-91.7777164).

The Cedar Lake is inside the city of Cedar Rapids, be-
tween the Cedar River and Interstate 380 (41.9902559,
-91.6772461).

Other Locations of Note

e Chain Lakes County Park, NE of town, 4200-4300 Chain
Bridge Rd., (42.0604182,-91.7819255).

e Farmers Markets are held in many communities during
the summer and fall months.

o Cedar Rapids, Green Square Park, 5th St. SE and
3rd Ave. SE, Wednesdays and Saturdays

o Cedar Rapids, New Bo area, 1100 3rd St. SE, Sat-
urday and Sunday

o Cedar Rapids, Noelridge (42.0204049,
-91.6620073), Monday, Wednesday, and Friday

e Marion, City Park, 2200 31st St., Wednesdays and
Saturdays

e Mount Vernon, Community Center, 221 1st St. NE,
Thursdays

o Palisades Natural Area is 89 acres managed by the DNR
with camping, picnicking, pit toilets, fishing, boat
ramp, and hunting (subject to flooding), (41.916085,
-91.572475).

o Palo Marsh Natural Area is 144 acres with pit toilets,
hiking and cross-country ski trails, stream fishing, and
hunting (42.074380,-91.796053).

e Rock Island Preserve is 20 acres with hiking and cross
country ski trails (42.026346,-91.725759).

e« South Cedar Natural Area, S. Cedar Park Lane and
Cedar Park Rd., Mt Vernon, is 162 acres with camp-
ing, drinking water, pit toilets, picnicking, hiking and
bridle trails, stream fishing, boating, and hunting
(41.8728566,-91.94480107).

e Wickiup Hill Natural Area, 10260 Morris Hills Rd., Tod-
dville, has and education center, hiking and cross-coun-
try ski trails, pit and flush toilets, stream fishing, and
hunting (42.0830333,-91.7671741).

Other Recreational Activities

o Cedar Rapids has a professional minor league baseball
team, the Cedar Rapids Kernels and a professional
hockey team, the Roughriders.

Cedar Rapids College Community Schools Disc Golf
Course, on 76th Ave., flows through abandoned little
league ball diamonds (41.9025037, -91.736004).
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Hawkeye Downs,
4400 6th St. SW
in Cedar Rapids,
is a speedway for
stock cars, motor
cross, and other
races. It also has
a bingo hall, con-
cessions, and a
campground.

Jones Park Disc
Golf on Wilson Ave.
in Cedar Rapids
has rolling grass
and water haz-
ards (41.9505,-
91.6532).

K9 Acres Dog Park,
5200 Golf Course

Rd., in Squaw Creek Park, Marion, allows dogs to run
off-leash, but a permit is required (42.0125438,-
91.5539772).

Legion Park Disc Golf, 343 Marion Blvd., is at the rear
of Thomas Park in Marion, secluded in a natural setting
of open and wooded holes (42.0262881,-91.612735).
Lisbon City Park and City Park Wading Pool, South
Jackson St.

Lincoln Square Park, on Main St. in Lisbon.

Mount Trashmore is the site of the former Otis Quarry
which, in 1965, became “Site 1 Landfill.” It is on the
south side of Cedar Rapids on C St. SW, between 22nd
Ave. SW and Summit Ave. SW. The landfill was capped
in 2006, but with the floods of 2008, it was reopened to
accommodate all the flood damaged/destroyed build-
ing material. It was capped again for good in 2013.
The original 200-foot mound of trash covers 65 acres
and it has lost about 30 feet of height due to settling.
In 2014, the city hired an outside agency to create a
plan for the site. The mound was seeded and has been
used for 5K runs, offering great views of the city and

Cedar Rapids is home to the Kernels
(above) and the Roughriders

Mount Trashmore
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land below. In 2014, a classic car show was allowed

to drive to the top. Mount Trashmore might also have

hiking trails added in the future, but downhill skiing is
unlikely (41.9622384,-91.6538742).

Mount Vernon Road is popular for the bicyclist as is

many gravel roads like Bloomington Road heading to

the Big Creek area.

Shaver (Titan) Park Disc Golf on Shaver Rd. and J

Ave. in Cedar Rapids is a very technical course with a

wood chip path in a wooded area and tight fairways.

Whitetail deer can often be seen here (42.001437,

-91.676075).

Thomas Park, 343 Marion Blvd., is Marion’s largest park

with volleyball courts, horseshoes, ice rink, bike trail,

tennis, disc golf course, and a sledding hill.

Cedar Rapids, Marion, and the outlying areas have

many bike trails.

e Bowling Street, neighborhoods and industrial ar-
eas (41.955856,-91.657544)

e Boysen Trail, connects North Crosstown and Mari-
on system (42.0352601,-91.6148602)

e (Cedar Lake Trail, loop around Cedar Lake
(41.995672,-91.674410)

e (Cedar Rapids Bikeways — longest section
(41.995672,-91.674410)

e Cedar River Trail — North connects to downtown,
South connects to Hoover Trail. Center point
(41.980123,-91.666435)

e Cedar Valley Nature Trail, connects to Linn
County Metro area with Waterloo (42.0475002,
-91.6545975)

e CEMAR Trail, from Cedar Lake Trail to Boysen Trail
in Marion (42.00692,-91.6545975)

e County Home Road Trail, between 1-380 and Hwy
13 (42.093817,-91.550974)

e Ellis Trail, downtown along west banks of Cedar
River (42.005089.-91.707650)

e Grant Wood Trail, Hwy 13 to Oxley Rd., then to
Jones County (42.027606,-91.617947)

e Groomed cross country ski trails
e Morgan Creek Park, 7515 Worcester Rd., Palo

(41.98911,-91.7697042)

e Wickiup Hill Outdoor Learning Center, 10260
Morris Hills Rd., Toddville (42.0830333,
-91.7671741)

e Squaw Creek Park, 4305 Squaw Lane
(42.0126814,-91.5635368)

o Matsell Bridge Natural Area

e Pinicon Ridge Park

e Hoover Trail, connects Cedar River Trail to Wright
Brothers Blvd. and to Ely (41.904276,-91.617947)

e Kirkwood Trail, C St. SW from Cedar River Trail
to Kirkwood Community College (41.923182,
-91.637688)

o Lindale Trail, connects C Ave. and Blairsferry Rd.
to Boysen Trail in Marion (42.035829,-91.636084)

o Marion Bikeways, lanes on 7th, 8th, 29th Avenues
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and 15th, 31st, 35th Streets

e Pinicon Ridge — Central City Trail (42.2155015,
-91.537652)

e Prairie Park Trail, loops around Prairie Park Fish-
ery, 2125 Otis Rd. SE (41.952265,-91.633798)

e Robins Trail

e Sac and Fox Trail, follows Indian Creek and Cedar
River (41.948389,-91.624310)

Scenic Views

With the rolling hills in Linn County, there are many plac-
es that offer scenic views. The approach to Mount Vernon
from the Lincoln Highway, the views from the “seedling
mile” and within Mount Vernon are among some of the
most spectacular views. A hill to the north of Mount Ver-
non on Springville Road is the highest point in the county
and offers a sweeping view. Linn County landscape looks
like that in a Grant Wood painting.

The view from the old Bloomington Road Bridge leant it-
self to art classes and photographers, but the new bridge
in 2016 with its concrete sides will not allow the same
view. Towards Bertram, there is a low boggy area that
allows a great view of the lowlands.

As in most of lowa, the changing of seasons brings vibrant
colors. Linn County has a very strong roadside vegetation
plan and in the spring as plants emerge, the greens take
over and wild flowers can be seen along the Lincoln High-
way and other roads in Linn County. With harvest season,
the grasses and crops turn a golden yellow, which give way
to the brilliant white of fresh snow in the winter months.

The Abbe Creek School in Linn County has an original Lincoln
Highway marker just outside its doors.

Historical and Cultural Intrinsic Qualities

Buildings and Objects of Note

Lisbon:

Lisbon History Center,
102 E. Main St., has a
military display, re-
search library, taped
interviews and family
history books.

Many historic interpre-
tive panels have been
installed in Lisbon. One
is just outside the Lis-
bon History Center.
Heritage Hall is in the second floor of the Lisbon
Public Library (Wink and Hauser Building) at 101 E.
Main. Built in 1875, the second floor was originally
used as a meeting area, concert hall, and theatre
hall. It was renovated in 1997 and some of the graf-
fiti and signatures on the walls were covered up,
but some panels were left exposed. Some of the
graffiti dates back to 1875. Today, because of the
great acoustics, string quartets and other musical
groups perform here. The Heritage Hall also brings
in poetry readings and other top flight entertain-
ment.

The Lisbon Opera House, 122 Main St., is a three-sto-
ry brick building built in 1893 with the opera house
on the first floor also used for school activities and
as a gymnasium. The upper floor was used by the
Oddfellows fraternal group.

The bank in Lisbon donated old doors and a safe
to Cornell College, but residents are unsure what
happened to them.

There is a Lincoln Highway-era gas station at 502
E. Main Street and a Lincoln Highway-era service
garage at 422 E. Main St. in Lisbon.

One former gas station in Lisbon has been convert-
ed into a private residence and is almost a museum
in its own right.

A Planning for Preservation Project was conducted
by Tallgrass Historians in 2007 for the City of Lisbon
and many historic buildings were identified.

In 1916 the Women’s Relief Corps obtained a large
boulder from Gettysburg and placed it in the Lisbon
Cemetery. It is five feet tall and is sheltered from
the elements. A bronze plaque shares this informa-
tion. A few feet away is a concrete triangular base
that perhaps held cannon balls like seen in many
military displays.

Cornell College:

Bowman-Carter Hall on the campus of Cornell Col-
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lege in Mount Vernon is a prime example of an 1880s
women’s dormitory.
The finest example of
steamboat gothic ar-
chitecture is at Cor-
nell College.

Peter Paul Luce Art
Gallery, McWethy
Hall, 600 1st St. SW,
has rotating displays.
The Cornell College
Theater Department
gives three or four
main productions every

year in the Kimmel Theatre, 601 1st St. SW, and teach-
es students in performance, management, directing,
research, analysis, design, and opportunities to study
in Chicago and New York.

Cornell College was the first lowa College to establish
a Geology Department. The Norton Museum Geology
Center and Anderson Museum was built in the Carnegie
Library-style and houses geology books, maps, period-
icals, and over 20,000 specimens of rocks, minerals,
and fossils.

Peter Paul Luce Gallery, Cornell College

Mount Vernon:

Downtown Mount Vernon could qualify for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places with its many
historic and well-kept buildings.

Mount Vernon has many art studios and art galleries.

o East End Art on Main, 221 1st St. NE, classes and
over 50 juried local and regional artists work dis-
played.

e Fuel Art and Expresso, 103 1st St. NE, has art and
antiques gathered from around the world.

o First Brick Art Gallery, 224 1st St. SW, located in
The Shops at First Brick features many of the ar-
ea’s finest artists’ work.

e lron Leaf Press, 102 1st St. SW, offers letterpress
paper goods using three antique printing presses.

o Liberty Iron Works, 117 1st Ave. NW, creates cus-
tom spiral staircases and stainless steel cable rail-
ing for home owners.

e One Tree Wood Coop, under the Lincoln Wine Bar
on 2nd Ave., offers unique wood furniture in nat-
ural form.

e Ruth’s Twig Room, 221 1st St. NE, has art inspired
by nature and teaches classes in twig chairs and
other twig items.

In downtown Mount Vernon, there is a sign with a sun

on it and a description of the solar system. Further

west is another sign about the planet, Mercury and
further west, other signs about each planet in the so-
lar system. The signs are placed by the Mount Vernon

Solar Tourist Society and the distance between the

signs are in scale with the entire solar system. The
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Asteroid Crossing sign is located several blocks from
the Sun and Pluto is six miles away, out in the country.
A mural on the side of the building at 101 1st St. NE
(Skillet Café) welcomes visitors to Mount Vernon.
Many Lincoln Highway-era buildings have gone by the
wayside. Foundations of old gas stations can still be
seen like the Happy Valley Station and restaurant at
the end of the Seedling Mile and an old cabin site
southeast of Ballard on Mount Vernon Road. Tourist
cabins in Lisbon (Dick Moore’s) and cabins between
Abbe School and the Seedling Mile are reminiscent of
the travelers’ life along the Lincoln Highway.

The Abbe Creek School Museum, W. Mt. Vernon Rd., is
a one-room schoolhouse built in 1856 and is believed
to be the oldest standing one-room brick schoolhouse
in lowa. Early pioneers organized the school in 1844
and built a log school. The brick school house was used
until 1936, then used as a private residence, and later
donated to the Linn County Conservation to manage as
a museum. It is located one mile west of Mt. Vernon
near the Abbe Creek. Both the school and the creek
are named for the early pioneer, William Abbe, who
farmed nearby (41.9410667, -91.4565386).
Between Mount Vernon and Cedar Rapids, just east of
the Palisades Park, is a barn painted with a Grant Wood
by artist Mark Benesh (41.9178318, -91.4896412).

The first jail was built
in Marion in 1840. The
first prisoner was ar-
rested for horse steal-
ing and he was con-
fined in it before the
logs were laid higher
than his shoulders.
Klopfenstein  Amphi-
theater, 4901 Alburnett

Rd., is in Lowe Park in Marion and has a 50-foot stage,
sub-stage, and oak leaf-like sculptured canopy made
of Corten steel.

Marion Sculpture Trail, 4901 Alburnett Rd., is also in
Lowe Park near the Amphitheater. Two sculptures and
art displayed on LEED certified buildings adds to the
performance art in the amphitheater.

American Gothic barn

Cedar Rapids:

The Masonic Library, 813 1st Ave. SE in Cedar Rapids, is
the only one in the United States and one of the larg-
est in the world. It incorporates at least three museum
collections.

The current Linn County Courthouse, 50 3rd Ave.
Bridge, was built in 1925 of Bedford Stone on a gran-
ite foundation. There are ten fluted columns support-
ing the entablature and parapet. Inside, the walls are
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travertine and the floors are marble. Marion was the
original county seat,

but the City of Ce-
dar Rapids donated
the land on May’s
Island in the middle
of Cedar Rapids and
the Cedar River to
the county and Ce-
dar Rapids became

the county seat. The

building  sustained
some damage in the
floods of 2008.
Brucemore Mansion, 2160 Linden Dr., is a four-story,
21-room Queen Anne style mansion built on ten acres
by 33 year-old widow Caroline Soutter Sinclair for her
six children. She commissioned Indianapolis architect,
Maximillian Allardt to create the home, but midway
through construction his daughter took ill and he re-
turned to Indianapolis. Local architects Josselyn and
Taylor finished the project. The Douglas family, im-
portant in the industrial and cultural development of
Cedar Rapids, were the next residents in the home.
The last residents of the home were the Hall family
and their descendants donated it to the National Trust
Historic Preservation. The property has rolling yards,
soaring trees, a timber-lined pond, orchard, stunning
gardens, and outdoor rooms covering the present day
property of 26 acres.

The National Czech and Slovak Museum and Library,
1400 Inspiration Place SW, began in 1974 when a group
of second- and third-generation descendants of Czech
immigrants formed the Czech Fine Arts Foundation in
Cedar Rapids with a purpose of preserving the Czech
heritage and culture. Their collection of artifacts and
books soon outgrew the three-room house and moved
to a commercial building in 1981 only to move again
in 1993 when they built a new museum and library.

Linn County Courthouse

Brucemore Mansion

The floods in 2008 caused $11 million in damage to the
NCSML campus as eight feet of water flowed through
the collections, destroying exhibits and leaving mud
amongst the books. The NCSML staff and volunteers
cleaned and moved what they could to higher ground.
Professionals in Chicago and at the University of lowa
cleaned, repaired and restored artifacts and books.
In 2011, the 3 million-pound building was raised off
its foundation, moved to higher ground, then pivoted,
then raised 11 feet in the air, and slowly pushed onto
the new foundation. An expansion was added and to-
day the facility has a theater, gift store, exhibit halls,
and galleries.

Palisades-Kepler State Park, 700 Kepler Dr., has a
lodge, roads, hiking trails, entry points, and other
rock and timber structures built by the CCC (Civilian
Conservation Corps) in the 1930s and the lodge was
renovated in 1999 (41.9110301,-91.511252).

The historic Chain Lakes Bridge was built in 1884 and
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It
goes over the Cedar River near the Chain Lakes County
Park, to the west of Marion.

Cultural Groups
The Dutch

Early settlers to the Lisbon area were a large contingent
of Pennsylvania Dutch who arrived in 1847. The town was
later nicknamed “Dutch Town.”

Czech and Slovaks (Bohemian)

A large group of Czech and Slovaks immigrated to the
Cedar Rapids area in the 1850’s. In 1871, T.M. Sinclair
opened a meatpacking plant near downtown and the city
was opposed to the odors being so close to the downtown.
He was persuaded to move to the south end of Third St.
East. The business flourished here and Bohemian immi-
grants found steady work in the slaughterhouse and pack-
ing plant. Word got out in Europe and waves of new Bohe-
mians arrived and settled in the area between downtown
and the plant.

Between 1900 and 1910, Cedar Rapids decided the area
known now as New Bohemia (NewBo) would serve as a
wholesale/warehouse manufacturing district. Entire
blocks of Czech settlement were destroyed and many
Czechs moved into across the river where the Douglas
Starch plant (now Penford Products) was located as steady
employment was also offered there. Other groups moved
into a neighborhood that had original residents of Italian,
Russian, and Syrian (Lebanese). A new bridge connecting
4th Ave. NE with 16th Ave. NW made the area more desir-
able for settlement.

The NewBo 40-block area, south of the downtown, was
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designed in 2009 as a way to breathe life into the his-
toric area after suffering economic decline for several
years and almost being destroyed by the floods in 2008.
The Main Street 4-Point approach, grants and incentives
have brought new restaurants, residences, shopping, and
events to the area.

Grant Wood

Grant Wood is an iconic American
artist who, although he grew up in
Anamosa in the next county to the
east of Linn County, left his mark
on Linn County as well. His art
is seen on the side of barns and
other buildings and the hills in his
paintings are reflective of the Linn i
County countryside. e

College Legends Grant Wood

Cornell College, like most universities, has some tradi-
tions and legends. One of them involves the largest Ging-
ko tree in lowa that stands on the President of Cornell
University’s lawn. Legend says female students may see
the image of their beloved in a mirror while brushing their
hair beneath its boughs on a moonlit night.

Wineries and Breweries

o Sutcliff Cider Company, 382 Sutcliff Rd. in Lisbon, is
just north of the Lisbon Historic Buildings near the Ce-
dar River crossing where the old trestle bridge is lo-
cated. It has an orchard and event center and in 2008,
a tasting room was opened (41.8872688,-91.38826).

e Belvedere Vines and Pines, 1191 Museum Rd. in Mount
Vernon, is an upstart winery and Christmas Tree Farm
just west of town (41.945078,-91.4531977).

e Lincoln Wine Bar, 125 1st St. SW in Mount Vernon offers
craft beer, wine by the bottle or glass, and wood-fired
pizza.

e Another Road Brewing, 1175 8th Ave., Marion, has
brew on tap.

e Walnut Tree Winery, 1197 13th St. in Marion, is a small
working winery offering tours and a tasting room.

e Granite City Food and Brewing, 4775 1st Ave. SE in
Cedar Rapids, is a chain and was started in St Cloud,
Minnesota in 1999. There are now 34 restaurants in
14 states. Wort is shipped from the central brewing
facility to individual stores for the beginning of the
fermentation process and the brewing completed.

e Lion Bridge Brewing, 59 16th Ave. SW, Cedar Rapids, is
a ten-barrel brewery in the Czech Village in the New
Bo District brewing both beers and sodas. Bar snacks
and appetizers are available as well.

e Third Base Brewery, 500 Blairs Ferry Rd. NE, was Cedar

Rapids’ first microbrewery. It is a sports bar and grill
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with outdoor seating and a party room available.

The Winery at Kirkwood, 6301 Kirkwood Blvd. in Cedar
Rapids, is part of the Kirkwood Community College.
Wines created through the program are sold at The
Hotel at the Kirkwood Center, local Hy-Vee grocery
stores, and local restaurants. Students may obtain
certificates in either Vitaculture Management or Wine
Making and Winery Facility Management.

Pleasant Creek Vineyard, LLC, 3920 Lewis Bottoms Rd.
in Palo, is just on the northwest corner of Cedar Rapids
(42.1476724,-91.8223616).

Events

A Murder Mystery Dinner is held in Lisbon in October
and utilizes local writers, actors, and decorators.
Sauerkraut Days in Lisbon is held every August. There
are games, contest, brats and kraut, displays, music,
bathtub race, tractor pull, music, parade, and dances.
Antique Extravaganza in Mount Vernon is held on the
4th of July and the open air market has vendors from
all over the country.

Chalk the Walk in Mount Vernon is held the first full
weekend in May. It is lowa’s first and largest Maddon-
nari Festival presenting the works of over 200 artists
using Main Street as the canvas.

Heritage Days in Mount Vernon is a three-day celebra-
tion held in July with live music, parade, kids’ enter-
tainment, food, and fireworks.

The Lincoln Highway Art Festival is held in Mount Ver-
non in September and offers over 30 artist booths with
works for sale.

Cedar Rapids hosts the lowa Junior Amateur Golf
Championship at the Ellis Park Golf Course every June.

Development of the Lincoln Highway in Linn County

The Lincoln Highway Association felt that each state
should pave a “seedling mile” to show how an improved
road would feel to drive on and how it would benefit the
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traveler. The LHA’s thinking was, “One permanent mile
established and built under proper specifications will lead
to further connecting miles of the same standard.” And
this theory has never failed to work out.

lowa’s first paved section of the Lincoln Highway, the
“seedling mile,” is between Mount Vernon and Cedar
Rapids (41.974416,-91.5005139). It was paved in 1918-
1919. The cement was donated by NW States Portland Ce-
ment Company, but Linn County paid $2100 just to have it
hauled to the site. The cement was delivered and stored
in barns. Three firms submitted bids for paving, but they
were all too high. In the re-bidding process, Ford Pav-
ing got the bid at $3.15/square yard, but persuaded the
State Highway Commission to approve $2.84/square yard,
change from a two-course concrete to one-course con-
crete, and use Muscatine gravel as aggregate rather than
crushed rock.

The location of the “seedling mile” is eastward of the
point where the road known as the “shortcut” connects
with the Lincoln Highway. The site selected was one of
steep hills and the area was very prone to mud. The lo-
cals charged high rates to pull stranded motorists out of
the gumbo. Often the visitor was “robbed” or at least
overcharged by “mule skinners” and their horses that
came to their aid. As a way to alleviate this problem and
protect the visitor, legend says the LHA picked this area
as the seedling mile.

After the “seeding mile” was paved, families would travel
out there and drive back and forth on the road, just for
entertainment.

It has been said that lowa has retained more original Lin-
coln Highway than any other state. Mount Vernon’s por-
tion of the Lincoln Highway, down Main Street, is bricked.
Original Lincoln Highway markers are on Walford Rd.,
Johnson Ave., and Mount Vernon Rd., as well as other
sites.

A Parker-through truss bridge on Bloomington Road near
Marion was replaced in 2016. It is on the loop section of
the Byway, but not original to the Lincoln Highway. The
original route was changed in 1921 when Mount Vernon
Road was paved. The local historical groups and LHA de-
termined it was not historic, even if it was 85 years old
when it was replaced.

The LHA has installed nine interpretive signs in Linn Coun-
ty. They are located outside the Lisbon History Center,
in the Prairie Park in Mount Vernon, at the Abbe Creek
School, in Cedar Rapids at Thomas Park, Squaw Creek
Park, on Mount Vernon Rd. in Cedar Rapids, outside and
inside the fire station in Cedar Rapids, in Haskell Park on
Johnson Ave. NW, and on the northwest corner of the in-
tersection of 16th Ave. SW and West Post Rd. in Cedar
Rapids.
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Seedling Mlle in Linn County, 1915

Colleges and Universities

Cornell College in Mt Vernon was founded in 1853 by
George Bryant Bowman, a Methodist minister from North
Carolina. Cornell was originally called lowa Conference
Seminary and then renamed for William Wesley Cornell,
a prosperous merchant and devout Methodist. It was the
first college west of Mississippi to grant admission to
women (the first woman graduated in 1858). Cornell’s De-
partment of Geology is the oldest in lowa.

Kirkwood Community College was formed in 1966 as
part of lowa Gover-
nor Harold Hughes’
proposal for pub-
lic colleges to train
people for jobs. The
original idea was for
vocational and tech-
nical training, but
Kirkwood’s  found-
ing board chair, Bud
Jensen, spoke to the
legislature and urged
them to be more inclusive. Community colleges now of-
fer associate degrees that transfer to approved four-year
colleges and liberal arts and science education as well as
the vocational and technical classes. Kirkwood was named
for Samuel J. Kirkwood, lowa Governor 1860-64, 1876-77
and US Senator and Secretary of State. A bronze statue of
Kirkwood, a gift from the University of lowa, stands at the
school gate.

Cornell College

Mount Mercy in Cedar Rapids was formed in 1906 when
the Sisters of Mercy leased the land. They purchased the
land in 1907 and by 1928, it became a junior college. In
the 1950s Mercy became a four-year college and co-ed in
1969.

Coe College in Cedar Rapids was founded in 1851 as the
“School for Prophets” by Rev. Willson Jones. He named
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the college for a
Catskill mountain
farmer, Daniel
Coe, who gave
$1500 on the
condition that
women would be
admitted too. In
later years, the
college ran into
financial  prob-

lems and the Sin-
clair Meat Packing Co. came to their aid. At that time, it
was decided the Presbyterian Synod was to assume future
responsibilities for the institution.

o College, Cedar Repids, Towa.
HELTE i Sinalair Memorial.

Coe College

New Technology along the Lincoln Highway

The Duane Arnold Energy Center is lowa’s only nuclear
power plant and is located about nine miles north of Ce-
dar Rapids near Palo, lowa. It applied for a permit in 1970
and began commercial operation in 1975. The Center is
situated on 500 acres on the banks of the Cedar River
with most of the site being leased to local farmers for
agriculture use. The reactor is a General Electric boiling
water reactor with a net electrical output of 615 million
watts of electricity which is enough power to supply the
annual needs of more than 600,000 homes, equaling eight
percent of lowa’s power needs. The plant employs 600
people on a daily basis (1,500 during outage operations)
and creates $246 million in economic growth.

The reactor vessel is 67’ high and 15’ wide. The two cool-
ing towers are mechanical draft type with 12 cells each
using makeup water from the Cedar River. Production cost
of 2.72 cents/kilowatt hour makes the plant more cost ef-
fective than oil, natural gas, or even other nuclear plants
in the United States.

The plant is built on a low seismically stable part of the
country and the land was elevated 20 feet above river
level to protect it against flooding. During the historic
floods of 2008, the Cedar River crested 14 feet below the
plant’s designed flood level. Operations continued unin-
terruptedly. NextEra Energy owns the plant and its license
expires in 2034.

Famous People along the Lincoln Highway

e Priyaka Chopra, actress

e Marvin D. Cone, artist

e Joshua Coyne, musician

o Don Defore, actor and president of the National Acad-
emy of Television Arts and Sciences

e Benny the Bat, a local favortie from Mount Vernon,

thought she was a vampire and dressed and acted the
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Bobby Driscoll, child actor Treasure Island, Peter Pan
Paul Engle, poet

Terry Farrell, actress

John Hensch, Disney animator and imaginer

Ashton Kutcher, actor, star of films and television’s
Two and Half Men

Ron Livingston, actor Office Space, Band of Brothers
Grimes Poznikoy, called the “Human Jukebox,” got his
start at Cornell College. He became well-known as a
street performer and fixture of the San Francisco Fish-
erman’s Wharf in the 1970s and 80s. He would wait in
a cardboard box until a donation offered and then pop
out of the box to play a song on a trumpet, kazoo, or
other instrument. He once played music on the “Mike
Douglas Show”.

Elijah Wood, actor, Lord of the Rings

Grant Wood, famous painter (American Gothic)

Clockwise from top left: Don Defore, Ashton Kutcher, Ron Livingston,
and Elijah Wood
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National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

County City Name Location
Linn Cedar Rapids Armstrong, Robert and Esther, 370 34th St., SE
House
Linn Mount Vernon Ash Park Historic District 5th--7th Aves. N, between 6th
and 8th St. NW
Linn Cedar Rapids Ausadie Building 845 1st Ave. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids Averill, A. T., House 1120 2nd Ave. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids B Avenue NE Historic District B Ave. NE. from 15th to 21st
St.
Linn Mount Vernon Beach School NW of Mount Vernon off US 30
Linn Bertram Bertram Bridge Ely St. over Big Cr.
Linn Cedar Rapids Best Qil and Refining Company 624 12th Ave. SE.
Service Station
Linn Cedar Rapids Bethel African Methodist Epis- 512 6th St. SE.
copal Church
Linn Cedar Rapids Bohemian Commercial Historic 1000 to 1300 Blks of 3rd St.
District SE and 100 to 200 Blks of 14th
Ave SE
Linn Cedar Rapids Bohemian Commercial Historic | Roughly bounded by 9th Ave.
District SE, 4th St. SE, 14th Ave. SE,
15th Ave. SW, C St. SW, 17th
Ave. SW & A St. SW
Linn Marion Bowman, James W. and Ida G., 1372 8th Ave.
House
Linn Marion Braska House 889 2nd Ave.
Linn Cedar Rapids Brewer, Luther A. and Elinore 847 4th Ave. SE
T., House
Linn Cedar Rapids Brown Apartments 1234 4th Ave. SE
Linn Walker Burlington, Cedar Rapids, and | Between Rowley and Washing-
Minnesota Railroad: Walker ton Sts.
Station
Linn Cedar Rapids C.S.P.S. Hall 1105 3rd St. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids Calder Houses 1214 and 1216 2nd Ave. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids Cedar Rapids Central Fire 427 1st St. SE
Station
Linn Cedar Rapids Cedar Rapids Post Office and 305 2nd Ave. SE
Public Building
Linn Cedar Rapids Cedar Rapids Pump Company 605 G Ave. NW.
Factory and Warehouse
Linn Central City Central City Commercial His- | E. Main St. 300-400 blk., N. 4th
toric District St. to Commercial
Linn Hiawatha Chain Lakes Bridge Pedestrian trail over Cedar R.
Linn Cedar Rapids Consistory Building No. 2 616 “A” Ave. NE
Linn Mount Vernon Cornell College-Mount Vernon | Roughly bounded by RR tracks,
Historic District College Blvd., N. 10th, N. 8th,
and S. 3rd Aves.
Linn Cedar Rapids Damour, William and Sue, 1844 2nd Ave., SE
House
Linn Cedar Rapids Dewitt--Harman Archeological Address Restricted

Site
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National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) cont.

Linn Cedar Rapids Douglas, George B., House 800 2nd Ave. SE
Linn Ely Dows Street Historic District | Dows St. btwn. State and Main
Sts.
Linn Marion Dunn, William and Phebe C., 524 10th St.
House
Linn Ely Ely School House 1570 Rowley St.
Linn Cedar Rapids Evans Manufacturing Company 301 6th Ave. SE
Building
Linn Cedar Rapids First Avenue Bridge US 151 over Cedar R.
Linn Marion First Presbyterian Church of 802 12th St.
Marion, lowa
Linn Cedar Rapids First Universalist Church of 600 3rd Ave. SE
Cedar Rapids
Linn Marion Granger House 970 10th St.
Linn Viola Grant Wood’s “Fall Plowing” | 0.5 mi. N of jct. of Matsell Ln.
Rural Historic Landscape and Stone City Rd.
District
Linn Marion Grant, Douglas and Charlotte, 3400 Adel St. SE
House
Linn Cedar Rapids Hamilton Brothers Building 401 1st St. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids Highwater Rock Cedar River near 1st Ave. and
1st St. NE
Linn Mt. Vernon Horecky, Henek and Mary, Log Address Restricted
Cabin
Linn Cedar Rapids Hotel Roosevelt 200 1st Ave. NE
Linn Cedar Rapids IANR Railroad Underpass Ely Rd.
Linn Cedar Rapids Indian Creek Bridge Artesian Rd. over Indian Cr.
Linn Cedar Rapids lowa Building 221 4th Ave. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids lowa Wind Mill and Pump Com- 42 7th Ave. SW.
pany Office and Warehouse
Linn Ely Janko, Jan F. and Antonie, 4021 Vista Rd.
Farmstead District
Linn Mount Vernon King Memorial Chapel Cornell College campus
Linn Marion Lane, Samuel M., House 1776 8th Ave.
Linn Cedar Rapids Lattner Auditorium Building 217 4th Ave. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids Lesinger Block 1317 3rd St. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids Lustron Home #02102 2009 Williams Blvd. SW
Linn Marion Marion Carnegie Public Library 1298 7th Ave.
Linn Marion Marion Commercial Historic 560-748 10th, 958-1298 7th
District Ave., 760-96 11th St., 766-76
13th St., 1108 8th Ave., and
969 6th Ave.
Linn Springville Matsell Bridge Natsell Park Rd. over Wapsip-
inicon R.
Linn Cedar Rapids May’s Island Historic District Between 1st and 5th Aves. on
May Island
Linn Marion Mentzer, Joseph P., House 2233 3rd Ave.
Linn Ely Minor, Josias L. and Elizabeth 7500 Ely Rd.

A., Farmstead District
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National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) cont.
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Linn Ely Moorhead, Joseph and Clara 88 Palisades Access Rd.
Amanda H., House
Linn Cedar Rapids Moslem Temple 1335 9th St. NW
Linn
Linn Mount Vernon Mount Vernon Commercial 1st St. between 2nd and 1st
Historic District Aves., N.
Linn Alburnett Notbohm Mill Archaeological Address Restricted
District
Linn Cedar Rapids Oak Hill Cemetery Historic Roughly bounded by Mt. Ver-
District non Rd. SE, 15th St. SE, S.& E.
lot lines
Linn Troy Mills 0dd Fellows Hall Troy Mills Rd.
Linn Cedar Rapids Paramount Theater Building 121--127 3rd Ave. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids People’s Savings Bank 101 3rd Ave. SW
Linn Cedar Rapids Perkins, Charles W. and Nellie, 1228 3rd Ave. SE
House
Linn Ely Podhajsky--Jansa Farmstead Hoosier Creek Rd.
District
Linn Marion Pucker Street Historic District | Bounded by 13th St., 9th Ave.,
20th St., and 8th Ave.
Linn Marion Pyle, Glenn O. and Lucy O., 1540 8th Ave.
House
Linn Cedar Rapids Redmond Park--Grande Avenue Roughly bounded by US 151,
Historic District 19th St., and Washington Ave.
Linn Cedar Rapids Second and Third Avenue His- 1400 to 1800 blks of Second
toric District Ave. SE and Third Ave. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids Security Building 2nd Ave. and 2nd St. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids Seminole Valley Farmstead W of Cedar Rapids
Linn Cedar Rapids Sinclair, T. M., Mansion 2160 Linden Dr. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids Sokol Gymnasium 417 3rd St. SE
Linn Cedar Rapids St. Paul Methodist Episcopal 1340 3rd Ave. SE
Church
Linn Lisbon Stuckslager, Harrison, House 207 N. Jackson St.
Linn Mount Vernon Sumner School 877 W. Mount Vernon Rd.
Linn Cedar Rapids Taylor-Van Note 4600 Blairs Ferry Rd.
Linn Marion Terrace Park Historic District | Roughly bounded by 10th Ave.,
9th Ave., 11th St. and E. side
of 12th St.
Linn Lisbon Torrance House S. of Lisbon
Linn Coggin Upper Paris Bridge Sutton Rd. over Wapsipinicon
R.
Linn Cedar Rapids Historic District 3rd Ave. SW between 1st &
3rd Sts. SW.
Linn Mount Vernon West, Wesley, House Palisades Rd.
Linn Whittier Whittier Friends Meeting House | Jct. of Co. Rds. E34 and X20
Linn Cedar Rapids Witwer Grocery Company 905 3rd St. SE.
Building
Linn Cedar Rapids Wolff, Philip A., House and 1420 Seminole Ave., NW

Carriage House
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Linn County Natural, Recreational, and Scenic Points of Interest
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Linn County Natural,
Recreational, and Scenic Points of Interest

1 Suburban Views, Cedar Rapids

2 Morgan Creek Park, Cedar Rapids

3 Ellis Trail, Cedar Rapids

4 Shaver (Titan) Park Disc Golf

Course, Cedar Rapids

5 Cedar Lake Loop Trail, Cedar Rapids

6 CeMar Trail, Cedar Rapids

7 Bever Park, Cedar Rapids

8 McDonald’s Farm (Petting Zoo),

Cedar Rapids

9 Cedar River Trail, Cedar Rapids

10 Mount Trashmore, Cedar Rapids

11 Jones Park Disc Golf Course,
Cedar Rapids

12 Kirkwood Trail, Cedar Rapids

13 College Community Schools Disc
Golf Course, Cedar Rapids

14 Sac & Fox Trail, Cedar Rapids

15 Indian Creek Nature Center,
Cedar Rapids

16 Legion Park Disc Golf Course,
Marion

17 Thomas Park, Marion

18 Lindale Trail, Cedar Rapids

19 Marion Parks Trail, Marion

20 Squaw Creek Park, Marion

21 K-9 Acres Dog Park, Marion

22 Grant Wood Trail, Marion

23 Landscape Character, Marion

24 Landscape Character, Linn County

25-26 Landscape Character,
Mount Vernon

27 Railroad Views, Mount Vernon

28 Lisbon Bike Path, Mount Vernon

29 Nature Park (Including Dog Park),
Mount Vernon

30 Lincoln Square Park, Lisbon

31 Lisbon City Park and City Park
Wading Pool, Lisbon

32 Excavations at Ginger Stairs,
Linn County

33 Farm Views, Mount Vernon

34 Palisades Kepler State Park,
Mount Vernon

35 Cedar Cliff Trail, Linn County

36 Cool Hollow Trail, Linn County

37 Woodland Trail, Linn County

38 Overlook Trail, Linn County

39 Campers Trail, Linn County

40 Palisades-Dows State Preserve, Ely

41 The Eastern lowa Observatory and
Learning Center, Ely

42 Hoover Nature Trail, Ely

43 Lake Trail, Center Point

44 Pleasant Creek State Recreation
Area, Linn County

45 Cedar Valley Nature Trail, Robins

46 Linn County Conservation and
Wickiup Hill Outdoor Learning
Center, Palo

73

ey |
I
I




The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan

Linn County Cultural and Historical Points of Interest
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Linn County Cultural and Historical Points of Interest I

1 Ced-Rel Supper Club, Cedar Rapids
2 Abandoned Section of the Lincoln Highway,
Cedar Rapids
3 Orchard Site, Cedar Rapids
4 Lincoln Highway Marker, Cedar Rapids
5 Twin Tower Tourist Camp and Cabins, Cedar Rapids
6 Haskell Park, Cedar Rapids
7 Lustron House, Cedar Rapids
8 Memorial in All Veterans Memorial Park,
Cedar Rapids
9 Cedar Rapids Rough Riders Hockey, Cedar Rapids
10 Belmont Hill Victorian Bed and Breakfast,
Cedar Rapids
11 Mosque Temple, Cedar Rapids
12 St. James United Methodist Church, Cedar Rapids
13 May’s Island Historic District, Cedar Rapids
14 Gas Station, Cedar Rapids
15 Kozy Inn, Cedar Rapids
16 Cedar Rapids Central Business District Commercial
Historic District, Cedar Rapids
17 Consistory Building No. 2, Cedar Rapids
18 Grant Wood Studio, Cedar Rapids
19 Mittvalsky House, Cedar Rapids
20 Veterans Memorial Building (City Hall) , Cedar Rapids
21 Hotel Roosevelt, Cedar Rapids
22 Grant Wood’s Boyhood Home, Cedar Rapids
23 Brucemore, Cedar Rapids
24 Oak Hill Cemetery, Cedar Rapids
25 Cottage Gas Station, Cedar Rapids
26 People’s Savings Bank, Cedar Rapids
27 Phillips Gas Station, Cedar Rapids
28 West Side Maid Rite, Cedar Rapids
29 Cedar Rapids Area Convention and Visitors
Bureau (CVB), Cedar Rapids
30 African American Historical Museum, Cedar Rapids
31 National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library,
Cedar Rapids
32 Ausadie Building, Cedar Rapids
33 AT. Averill House, Cedar Rapids
34 Calder Houses, Cedar Rapids
35 Cedar Rapids Post Office (Witwer Building) ,
Cedar Rapids
36 William and Sue Damour House, Cedar Rapids
37 Carl and Mary Kohler History Center (George B.
Douglas House), Cedar Rapids
38 Evans Manufacturing Company Building,
Cedar Rapids
39 First Universalist Church of Cedar Rapids,
Cedar Rapids
40 lowa Building, Cedar Rapids
41 Lattner Auditorium Building, Cedar Rapids
42 Cedar Rapids Scottish Rite Center, Cedar Rapids
43 lowa Masonic Library and Museum, Cedar Rapids
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44 Czech-Slovak Protective Society Hall, Cedar Rapids

45 Bohemian Commercial Historic District, Cedar Rapids

46 Luther A. and Elinore T. Brewer House, Cedar Rapids

47 Hamilton Brothers Building, Cedar Rapids

48 Linn County Courthouse, Cedar Rapids

49 B Avenue NE Historic District, Cedar Rapids

50 Best Oil and Refining Company Service Station
(Panda Lin), Cedar Rapids

51 Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church,
Cedar Rapids

52 Brown Apartments, Cedar Rapids

53 Cedar Rapids 2nd Avenue SE Automobile Row
Historic District, Cedar Rapids

54 Cedar Rapids Central Fire Station, Cedar Rapids

55 Grant Vocational High School, Cedar Rapids

56 Harper and Mclintire Company Warehouse,
Cedar Rapids

57 Highwater Rock, Cedar Rapids

58 lowa Wind Mill and Pump Company Office and
Warehouse, Cedar Rapids

59 Lesigner Block, Cedar Rapids

60 Paramount Theater Building, Cedar Rapids

61 Charles W. and Nellie Perkins House, Cedar Rapids

62 Redmond Park-Grande Avenue Historic District,
Cedar Rapids

63 St. Paul Methodist Episcopal Church, Cedar Rapids

64 Security Building, Cedar Rapids

65 Sinclair Building-Smulekoffs Furniture Store,
Cedar Rapids

66 Sokol Gymnasium, Cedar Rapids

67 White Star Ale House, Cedar Rapids

68 Lincoln Highway Historical Plaque at Cedar Rapids
Fire Station, Cedar Rapids

69 First Ave Bridge US 151 over Cedar River,
Cedar Rapids

70 Cedar Rapids Civic Character, Cedar Rapids

71 Coe College, Cedar Rapids

72 Grant Wood’s Home and Studio, Cedar Rapids

73 Grant Wood Stained Glass Window, Cedar Rapids

74 Orchestra lowa, Cedar Rapids

75 Cedar Rapids Museum of Art, Cedar Rapids

76 Theatre Cedar Rapids, Cedar Rapids

77 Green Square Farmers Market, Cedar Rapids

78 New Bo Area Farmers Market, Cedar Rapids

79 Lion Bridge Brewing, Cedar Rapids

80 Glenn M. and Edith Averill House, Cedar Rapids

81 Our Mother of Sorrows Grotto Historic District,
Cedar Rapids

82 Mount Mercy University, Cedar Rapids

83 Seminole Valley Farm, Cedar Rapids

84 Ushers Ferry Historic Village, Cedar Rapids

85 IANR Railroad Underpass, Cedar Rapids

86 Taylor-Van Note, Cedar Rapids
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Linn County Cultural and Historical Points of Interest

87 Noelridge Farmers Market, Cedar Rapids

88 Third Base Brewery, Cedar Rapids

89 Klopfenstein Amphitheater, Cedar Rapids

90 Marion Sculpture Trail, Marion

91 Canopy Gas Station, Cedar Rapids

92 Auto Dealership, Cedar Rapids

93 Gas Station, Cedar Rapids

94 Irish Democrat, Cedar Rapids

95 Fran Allison Grave, Cedar Rapids

96 Douglas and Charlotte Grant House, Marion

97 Granite City Food and Brewing, Cedar Rapids

98 Old Marion Depot Park, Marion

99 Maid Rite, Marion

100 Gas Station, Marion

101 Milwaukee Railroad Depot, Marion

102 Carnegie Library, Marion

103 Granger House Museum, Marion

104 Marion Heritage Center, Marion

105 James W. and Ida G. Bowman House, Marion

106 Braska House, Marion

107 First Presbyterian Church of Marion, Marion

108 Samuel M. Lane House, Marion

109 Joseph P. Mentzer House, Marion

110 William and Phebe C. Dunn House, Marion

111 Marion Commercial Historic District, Marion

112 Pucker Street Historic District, Marion

113 Glenn O. and Lucy O. Pyle House, Marion

114 Terrace Park Historic District, Marion

115 Civic Character, Marion

116 Campbell Steele Gallery, Marion

117 Another Road Brewing, Marion

118 Walnut Tree Winery, Marion

119 Giving Tree Theater, Marion

120 Marion City Park Farmers Market, Marion

121 Original Lincoln Highway Bridge Squaw Creek
Park, Marion

122 Abandoned Section of Lincoln Highway
(West), Marion

123 Abandoned Section of Lincoln Highway
(East), Marion

124 Field Gate, Marion

125 Concrete Culvert, Linn County

126 Architectural Character, Linn County

127-129 Concrete Culvert, Linn County

130 Truss Bridge, Linn County

131 Historic Iron Bridge, Linn

132 Abandoned Route, Linn County

133 Suburban Development, Linn County

134 Seedling Mile, Linn County

135 Bridge, Linn

136 Robert and Esther Armstrong House, Cedar Rapids

137 Monroe Elementary School Historic District,
Cedar Rapids
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138 Weblu Inn, Cedar Rapids

139 Indian Creek Bridge, Cedar Rapids

140 Indian Creek Bridge (2), Cedar Rapids

141 Lighthouse Inn, Cedar Rapids

142 The Painted Pony, Cedar Rapids

143 Hawkeye Downs Speedway Expo Center, Cedar
Rapids

144 The Winery at Kirkwood, Cedar Rapids

145 Kirkwood Community College, Cedar Rapids

146 Josias L. and Elizabeth A. Farmstead District, Ely

147 Jan F. and Antonie Janko Farmstead District, Ely

148 Dows Street Historic District, Ely

149 Ely School House, Ely

150 Joseph and Clara Amanda H. Moorhead House,
Ely

151 Barn Painted with a Grant Wood by Artist Mark
Benesh, Mount Vernon

152 Abbe Hills Farm (CSA), Mount Vernon

153 Belvedere Vines and Pines, Mount Vernon

154 Abbe Creek School Marker, Mount Vernon

155 Lincoln Highway Marker, Mount Vernon

156 William Abbe Historic Marker, Mount Vernon

157 Abbe Creek School, Mount Vernon

158 Abbe Creek Pioneer Cemetery, Mount Vernon

159 Lincoln Highway Boy Scout Marker, Mount Vernon

160 Cornell College Historic District, Mount Vernon

161 Former Location of Cement Drive Markers and
Fence Posts, Mount Vernon

162 Mount Vernon Cemetery, Mount Vernon

163 Wolfe-Ellison Block, Mount Vernon

164 Neff Block, Mount Vernon

165 Charles Kepler Building, Mount Vernon

166 Post Office Building, Mount Vernon

167 Humbolt Block, Mount Vernon

168 Smith-Hoggle Block, Mount Vernon

169 Kopt Brothers Building, Mount Vernon

170 H.A. Collin Bank Building, Mount Vernon

171 Old Fellows Block, Mount Vernon

172 First Presbyterian Church, Mount Vernon

173 Mount Vernon United Methodist Church,
Mount Vernon

174 Methodist Parsonage, Mount Vernon

175 Mount Vernon House, Mount Vernon

176 Memorial Park, Mount Vernon

177 Dr. Hogel House, Mount Vernon

178 Stearns Apartments, Mount Vernon

179 Stearns Garage, Mount Vernon

180 Strite House, Mount Vernon

181 Theodore Stinger House, Mount Vernon

182 Old Knox Grill, Mount Vernon

183 Kettleson House, Mount Vernon

184 Stoner House, Mount Vernon

185 Rood House, Mount Vernon
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Linn County Cultural and Historical Points of Interest I

186 Albright House, Mount Vernon

187 Wade House, Mount Vernon

188 George Lyttle House, Mount Vernon

189 Baldwin House, Mount Vernon

190 Benesh House, Mount Vernon

191 DeBray Hosue, Mount Vernon

192 Prall House, Mount Vernon

193 Stephen Fellows House, Mount Vernon

194 Boyd House, Mount Vernon

195 Van Etten House, Mount Vernon

196 Jordan House, Mount Vernon

197 Marsden Keyes House, Mount Vernon

198 William B. Van Valkenburg House, Mount Vernon

199 W.H. and Ella Harde House, Mount Vernon

200 Henry Bain House, Mount Vernon

201 Reuben Ash House, Mount Vernon

202 Maaske House, Mount Vernon

203 Albert Franklin Johnson House, Mount Vernon

204 C.F. Little Barn, Mount Vernon

205 C.F. Little House, Mount Vernon

206 R.S. Tallman House, Mount Vernon

207 Martin Rigby House, Mount Vernon

208 Penn Dairy Farmstead, Mount Vernon

209 Lawrence Hunter House, Mount Vernon

210 Charles R. Keyes House, Mount Vernon

211 Rigby House, Mount Vernon

212 Barn, Mount Vernon

213 Strite Garage, Mount Vernon

214 Chicken House, Mount Vernon

215 Original Lincoln Highway Marker, Mount Vernon

216 Ash Park Historic District, Mount Vernon

217 King Memorial Chapel, Mount Vernon

218 Bowman-Carter Hall, Mount Vernon

219 Mount Vernon Commercial Historic District,
Mount Vernon

220 Cornell College, Mount Vernon

221 Community Center Farmers Market, Mount
Vernon

222 Peter Paul Luce Art Gallery, Mount Vernon

223 Kimmel Theatre, Mount Vernon

224 East End Art on Main, Mount Vernon

225 Fuel Art and Expresso, Mount Vernon

226 First Brick Art Gallery, Mount Vernon

227 Iron Leaf Press, Mount Vernon

228 Liberty Iron Works, Mount Vernon

229 One Tree Wood Coop, Mount Vernon

230 Ruth’s Twig Room, Mount Vernon

231 Lincoln Wine Bar, Mount Vernon

232 Chicago & North Western Railroad Bridge,
Mount Vernon

233 Downtown, Lisbon

234 Harrison Stuckslager House, Lisbon

235 Carriage House, Lisbon
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236 Shed, Lisbon

237 Lisbon History Center, Lisbon

238 Original Lincoln Highway Gas Station, Lisbon

239 Original Lincoln Highway Marker, Lisbon

240 Heritage Hall, Lisbon

241 Lisbon Opera House, Lisbon

242 Lisbon Cemetery, Lisbon

243 Lisbon Methodist Church, Lisbon

244 Sauerkraut Days, Lisbon

245 Sutliff Cider Mill, Lisbon

246 Whittier Friends Meeting House, Whittier

247 Grant Wood'’s “Fall Plowing” Rural Historic
Landscape District, Central City

248 Matsell Bridge, Springville

249 Central City Commercial Historic District,
Central City

250 Upper Paris Bridge, Coggon

251 Odd Fellows Hall, Troy Mills

252 Burlington, Cedar Rapids, and Minnesota Railroad:
Walker Station, Walker

253 James Greer McQuilkin Round Barn,
Eagle Center

254 Center Point Depot and Historical Museum,
Center Point

255 Duffy’s Collectible Cars, Center Point

256 Pleasant Creek Vineyard, LLC, Palo

257 Duane Arnold Energy Center, Palo

258 Chain Lakes Bridge, Hiawatha
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Linn County Amenities
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Linn County Amenities

1 Ced-Rel Supper Club, Cedar Rapids
2 Lincoln Highway Interpretive Kiosk (8),
Cedar Rapids

3 Rodeway Inn, Cedar Rapids

4 Budget Inn, Cedar Rapids

5 Aspen Inn, Cedar Rapids

6 Clarion Hotel & Convention Center,

Cedar Rapids

7 Quality Inn South, Cedar Rapids

8 Econo Lodge, Cedar Rapids

9 Economy Inn & Suites, Cedar Rapids

10 Hampton Inn, Cedar Rapids

11 Hometown Inn & Suites, Cedar Rapids

12 Holiday Inn Express Hotel and Suites,
Cedar Rapids

13 Red Roof Inn, Cedar Rapids

14 Super 8 Motel West, Cedar Rapids

15 Country Inn & Suites, Cedar Rapids

16 Best Western Cooper’s Mill Hotel &
Restaurant, Cedar Rapids

17 Belmont Hill Victorian Bed and Breakfast,
Cedar Rapids

18 Lincoln Highway Interpretive Kiosk (7),
Cedar Rapids

19 West Side Maid Rite, Cedar Rapids

20 Double Tree Hotel and US Cellular Center,
Cedar Rapids

21 Cedar Rapids Central Business District
Commercial Historic District, Cedar Rapids

22 Bohemian Commercial Historic District,
Cedar Rapids

23 Bistro on the River, Cedar Rapids

24 White Star Ale House, Cedar Rapids

25 Best Oil and Refining Company Service
Station (Panda Lin), Cedar Rapids

26 Austin Blues BBQ, Cedar Rapids

27 Lincoln Highway Interpretive Kiosk (9),
Cedar Rapids

28 Lion Bridge Brewing, Cedar Rapids

29 Village Meat Market & Café, Cedar Rapids

30 Czech Cottage, Cedar Rapids

31 Homestay, Cedar Rapids

32 Lincoln Highway Interpretive Kiosk (5),
Cedar Rapids

33 Lighthouse Inn, Cedar Rapids

34 The Painted Pony, Cedar Rapids

35 Irish Democrat, Cedar Rapids

36 Days Inn & Suites, Cedar Rapids

37 Collins Inn and Suites, Cedar Rapids

38 Residence Inn, Cedar Rapids

39 Baymont Inn & Suites, Cedar Rapids

40 Cedar Rapids Marriott, Cedar Rapids

41 Comfort Inn North, Cedar Rapids

42 Holiday Inn Express, Cedar Rapids

43 MainStay Suites, Cedar Rapids

44 Third Base Brewery, Cedar Rapids

45 Lindale Mall, Cedar Rapids

46 Victorian Lace Bed and Breakfast, Cedar Rapids

47 Granit City Food and Brewing, Cedar Rapids

48 Best Western Longbranch Hotel & Convention
Center, Cedar Rapids

49 Lincoln Highway Interpretive Kiosk (6), Cedar Rapids

50 Maid Rite, Marion

51 Ramsey’s Wine Bistro, Marion

52 Merrill Gardens, Marion

53 Michello’s Pizzeria & More, Marion

54 Tomaso’s Pizza, Marion

55 Wit’s End Coffeehouse, Marion

56 Zio Johno's, Marion

57 Zoey’s Pizzeria, Marion

58 Uptown Snug, Marion

59 Marion Commercial Historic District, Marion

60 Marion Motel, Marion

61 Microtell Inn & Suites, Marion

62 Lincoln Highway Interpretive Kiosk (4), Cedar Rapids

63 Lincoln Highway Interpretive Kiosk (3), Linn County

64 Lincoln Highway Interpretive Kiosk (2), Mount Vernon

65 Blythe Cottage Inn, Mount Vernon

66 Brackett House Bed and Breakfast, Mount Vernon

67 Engelbrecht Inn, Mount Vernon

68 Guppy’s On the Go, Mount Vernon

69 Visitors Center, Mount Vernon

70 Lincoln Wine Bar, Mount Vernon

71 Fuel Art and Expresso, Mount Vernon

72 Iron Leaf Press, Mount Vernon

73 Mount Vernon Commercial Historic District,
Mount Vernon

74 Palisades Road Bed and Breakfast, Mount Vernon

75 Sleep Inn & Suites, Mount Vernon

76 Mount Vernon Motel, Mount Vernon

77 Casey’s General Store, Lisbon

78 Lincoln Highway Interpretive Kiosk (1), Lisbon

79 Gwen'’s Restaurant, Lisbon

80 Whitey’s Bar & Grill, Lisbon

81 Downtown, Lisbon

82 Central City Commercial Historic District,
Central City
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Subsection 6: Benton County

The Lincoln Highway travels through one town in Benton
County: Belle Plaine

Archaeological, Natural, Recreational, and
Scenic Intrinsic Qualities
Background

In 1886, it was discovered that Belle Plaine is underlaid by
a water-bearing stratum and this fact ushered in an era of
artesian well drilling. Private individual and business own-
ers, often forming corporations, began sinking wells along
the main streets, often at the corners of streets. This al-
lowed for hot fountains up and down the Main Street. The
average well was 225 feet deep and used an iron casing
with a diameter of two or three inches and could produce
250 gallons per minute.

All went well until the residents in the south part of town,
along Beech and Washington Streets, wanted to dig a well
for fire protection. They struck water at 183 feet, using a
two inch casing. The water shot 53 feet into the air and
the casing would not stay in place. In 24 hours, the hole
had become two feet wide and was growing. The strata
of the hole was made up of these layers: top crust was
silt, clay, and sand mixture for 20 to 25 feet; then a strata
of sand (with a quicksand character) from 30 to 40 feet;
after which a blue clay was found in the water stratum;
and then layers of sand . The blue clay was permeated
with pockets of gravel. The loose character of the ma-
terial made it hard to control the flow of water as it had
nothing to hold onto. The wash of water was constantly
changing the characteristic of the hole. A civil engineer’s
measurements showed 8,500 gallons were produced in 24
hours. It was feared this “Jumbo” well would compromise
the entire artesian well system. It took 14 months to har-
ness it. This was once called the “Eighth Wonder of the
World.”

There are still several artesian wells in the area, with the
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City of Belle Plaine owning one. The water is too hard to
use in the water system.

It is also noted that several peat bogs were located in the
county in the early years. As in all 99 counties, parts of
the Benton County have been drained for row crops.

Benton County, Nature, and the Lincoln Highway

The Lincoln Highway has had a close relationship with the
railroad and that is evident in Belle Plaine. The round-
house and machine shop was laid out in 1860 and Belle
Plaine became the terminus of the Clinton Division of
the Chicago Northwestern. The railroad takes a southern
direction after leaving Linn County and angles to Belle
Plain. The Lincoln Highway travels across the southern
tier of Benton until turning south again to Belle Plaine.
Most of Benton County along the highway is a flat prairie.

Wildlife/Natural Areas

The Cedar River begins in Minnesota and enters Benton
County in the northwest corner, then travels a southern
route before turning eastward on a very crooked route.
The Lincoln Highway does not intersect with this main
river as the route is in the southern tier of the county.

The Lincoln Highway does cross the Prairie River, which
then takes an almost 90 degree turn to the east and flows
out of the county. The lowa River flows just to the south
of Belle Plaine, crossing at the corners of Benton, Tama,
lowa, and Poweshiek counties. Although this technically is
not in Benton County, lands around it are in the 8500-acre
lowa River Corridor. Deer, turkey, pheasant, waterfowl,
rabbit, squirrel find this three-quarters river bottom and
one-quarter timber area as home. Hunting is allowed, in
season.

Lakes and Ponds

The lake at Hannen Park is a 45 acre man-made lake,
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the first built by the County Conservation in the state.
Fish species in this lake include Bluegill, Channel Cat-
fish, Crappie, Largemouth Bass, and Redear (41.863999,
-92.1159837).

Other Locations of Note

Hannen Park is 180 acres and has the first county con-
servation-built (man-

made) lake in the
state. It offers camp-
ing, electricity, drink-
ing water, picnicking,
flush toilets, showers,
hiking trails, swim-
ming, 45-acre lake,
fishing, boat rentals,
boat ramp (electric
motor only). Facili-
ties for handicapped
are available and a park ranger is in residence here
(41.863999. -92.1159837).

Atkins Roundhouse Area is 985 acres with an aban-
doned railroad roundhouse and turntable area. This is
a Game Management Area and offers hunting and fish-
ing. (41.9985145, -91.8428096).

The Winegar Park Equestrian Trail, 503 22nd Ave., is
along the Cedar River in the northern part of the coun-
ty (42.2962298, -92.0570866).

The Nature Center is at Rodgers Park, 5718 20th Ave.,
Vinton (the county seat in the northern tier of Ben-
ton County). It has miles of trails, an outdoor garden,
bridges, waterside walkways, and indoor displays
(42.1933586,-92.0901639).

Lake at Hannen Park

Other Recreational Opportunities

Belle Plaine Community Pool, 815 13th Ave.,
seasonally.

Belle Plaine Country Club, 1911 13th Ave., opened in
1930 and is nine-hole course with 2,857 yards of golf,
the longest tees for a par 36. The course rating is 0.0
and the slope rating is 110.

Franklin Park Disc Golf, 815 13th Ave., Belle Plaine.
Wildcat Bluff Disc Golf is a professional caliber course
in Urbana (not on the Lincoln Highway) (42.191133,
-91.884009).

is open

Scenic Views

The views along the Lincoln Highway showcase the lowa
River Corridor and its expansive low prairies. To the north
are the beginning of breathtaking hills and spectacular
views.

Historical and Cultural Intrinsic Qualities

Buildings and Objects of Note

Youngville  Café,
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2409 73rd St., is on
the straight east/
west portion of the
Lincoln  Highway,
just after leaving
Linn County and
heading west. It
is at the intersec-
tion of Highways
218 and 30 and has
no other structures
around it. It stands alone alongside the open road, but
gives its address as Watkins, lowa. At one time, it
offered food and gas to the Lincoln Highway travel-
er. The building is on the National Register of Historic
Places and today the café is run on limited days by
volunteers (41.9638791,-92.0256353).

The Belle Plaine Area Museum, 901 12th St., has many
informative and interesting displays. Attached to the
building is the Henry B. Tippie Annex and Auditorium.
Mr. Tippie has his own collection of memorabilia on
display and donated funds to build the auditorium and
annex as a way to thank you to the community for his
success as a businessman.

Sankot’s Garage, 807 13th St., is also on the National
Register of Historic Places and was operated by Bill
Sankot. His display of a working garage tells the tales
of early motorists and the changes the auto repair
business has seen over the years.

Preston’s Station, 400 IA21 (13th St.), is one of the
most noted buildings in Belle Plaine from the Lincoln
Highway era. George Preston moved his garage from
8th St. to the Lincoln Highway and the stickers that
adorn it makes it stand out to the traveler. Today, his
family is in the process of restoring it to its former
glory. George Preston was on Johnny Carson’s Tonight

Youngyville Cafe

K
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Sankot Garage
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Show several times. He utilized a 900 phone number in
which people could call and listen to recordings of Lin-
coln Highway stories. He also wrote magazine articles
for a country magazine.

Due to the Lincoln Highway and the increase in trav-
elers, Belle Plaine, according to 1909 advertisements,
had 22 gas stations, all doing a prosperous business.
Later, auto related businesses used stacked tires with
planted corn at the top, upside down ads, and other
unusual strategies to entice customers to their loca-
tion.

The Lincoln Café,
1214 8th Ave., was
established in 1928
and in 2001 was rec-
ognized by Governor
Terry Branstad and
the Main Street Pro-
gram as “Best of the
Best.” At one time,
an iconic neon light
with the name lit the
front of the building,
but it proved too costly to maintain.

The King Theater, 720 Main St., has been a mainstay
in the community since 1930 and is complete with the
large old style marquee out front and two-story ver-
tical sign. The building is three stories with the upper
two levels used for apartments.

The Belle Plaine Main Street suffered a fire in 1894.
It spread quickly in four directions burning five solid
blocks. Eighty businesses were lost, causing $500,000
in losses. Only $200,000 was covered by insurance.
Belle Plaine once had a cannery and the building is on
the National Register of Historic Places.

Another historic building houses the Maid-Rite busi-
ness. It was moved to its current location some time
ago.

Carlos and Leona Tippie created the first motel-type
inn in lowa, called the Wayfarers Cottage Camp. They
had seen the concept for tourist cabins while in Cali-
fornia and thought it could work in Belle Plaine. They
had nine single cabins, two double cabins and a com-
munity room. It was successful until 1937 when the by-
pass went through and they sold out. It is reported at
least one cabin was taken to a farmer’s field to serve
as a ladies’ washroom.

Belle Plaine also has many murals on its downtown
buildings, including one depicting the Lincoln High-
way. To the north of town, where the Lincoln Highway
route turns south to Belle Plaine, there is a large silver
grain bin with a mural advertising Belle Plaine to en-
tice the traveler to turn off of Highway 30 and onto the
original Lincoln Highway and into Belle Plaine.
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One of the many murals in Belle Plaine

Events

« National Train Days are held in May in Belle Plaine.
e AFourth of July celebration is held in Belle Plaine.
o Jumbo Well Days is celebrated each September.

Cultural Groups

Avariety of nationalities settled in the neighboring areas,
German to the south in Amana Colonies, Czech to the east
in Cedar Rapids, and the Meskwaki to the west near Tama.
The influences of these cultures spilled over into Benton
County.

The train brought entertainment to Belle Plaine in the
form of traveling musicians, acting troupes, and the
circus. Politicians traveled by train and made speeches
from the last car. William Jennings Bryan stopped in Belle
Plaine in 1896 and President William McKinley stopped in
1898 while thanking citizens for their support of the Span-
ish American War.

The train also brought undesirables of thieves, criminals,
and “snake oil” salesmen, usually following the circus
through town. Hobos became commonplace and if you of-
fered food to one, they would mark your home for others
to get a bite to eat too. Some regulars came through Belle
Plaine like Scoop Shovel Scotty.

The Boxer Kingfish Levinsky, as well as other boxers,
stopped at the Lincoln Café and had a photo op. The story
tells us that they might have been in town for more color-
ful activities since this was during Prohibition.

Development of the LH in Benton County

At the dedication ceremony for the Lincoln Highway, it
rained a lot and no one could get into Belle Plaine from
out of town. The guest speaker arrived by train two hours
late, delaying everyone until he arrived.
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Colleges and Universities

Kirkwood Community College has a satellite school in Belle
Plaine.

The town of Vinton, the county seat, is home to the lowa
Braille and Sight Saving School.

Famous People along the Lincoln Highway

e Mary Ingalls (1865-1928), student in Vinton at lowa Col-
lege for the Blind (now the lowa Braille and Sightsee-
ing School) in the 1880s. Vinton is often mentioned in
connection with the writings of her sister, Laura Ingalls
Wilder, author of Little House on the Prairie.

e Bing Miller (1894-1966), baseball player and coach for
the Philadelphia Athletics. His walk-off hit won the fi-
nal game of the 1929 World Series against the Chicago
Cubs. He was born in Vinton.

e Adeline DeWalt Reynolds (1862-1961), actress who

made her film debut at age 79 after an eventful life.
She was born and raised near Vinton.

Bing Miller Adeline DeWalt Reynolds
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National Register of Historic Places

County City Name Location
Benton Belle Plane Belle Plaine Roughly
Main Street bounded by
Historic Dis- 7th & 9th
trict Aves., 11th &
13th Sts.
Benton Vinton Benton Coun- E. 4th St.
ty Courthouse
Benton Vinton Burlington, 612 2nd Ave.
Cedar Rapids
& Northern
Passenger
Station--Vin-
ton
Benton Vinton Central Vin- W. 6th Sts.
ton Residen-
tial Historic
District
Benton Belle Plaine | Herring Hotel | 718 13th St.
Benton Vinton lowa Canning | 201 1st Ave.
Company
Seed House
Building
Benton Eagle Center McQuilkin, CR D56
James Greer,
Round Barn
Benton Vinton Ray, Frank G., | 912 1st Ave.
House & Car-
riage House
Benton Eagle Center | Round Barn, Off US 218
Bruce Town-
ship Section 3
Benton La Porte Round Barn, W of US 218
Bruce Town-
ship Section 6
Benton Belle Plaine | Sankot Motor | 807 13th St.
Company
Benton Shellsburg Shellsburg Pearl St. over
Bridge Bear Cr.
Benton Vinton Upper Stone E. of Vinton
Schoolhouse
Benton Vinton Vinton Public | 510 2nd Ave.
Library
Benton Watkins Youngyville 2409 73rd St.
Cafe
Benton Belle Plaine | Zalesky, Frank [ 802 9th Ave.
E. and Katie
(Cherveny),
House
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Benton County
Historical and Cultural Points of Interest
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Benton County
Historical and Cultural Points of Interest

1 George Preston’s Station, Belle Plaine 27 Benton County Cemetery, Benton County
2 George Preston’s Cabins, Belle Plaine 28 Cemetery US Route 30, Benton County
3 Sankot’s Garage, Belle Plaine 29 Hank’s Kozy Korner, Benton County
4 Pierce Lumber (Former Brick Factory), 30 Youngville Station Cabins, Benton County
Belle Plaine 31 Youngyville Station, Benton County
5 Tippie’s Corner, Belle Plaine 32 Youngville Café, Benton County
6 Herring Hotel, Belle Plaine 33 Sindt Antique Museum, Keystone
7 Lincoln Café, Belle Plaine 34 Schroeder Public Library, Keystone
8 Jumbo Well Marker, Belle Plaine 35 lowa Cricket Farmer LLC, Keystone
9 King Theatre, Belle Plaine 36 Van Horne Public Library, Van Horne
10 The Lincoln Highway Hideaway, 37 Community Center, Van Horne
Belle Plaine 38 Old Public School Site, Newhall
11 Belle Plaine Community Development 39 Atkins Public Library, Atkins
Corporation, Belle Plaine 40 Shellsburg Bridge, Shellsburg
12 Belle Plaine Area Museum, Belle Plaine 41 Shellsburg Public Library, Shellsburg
13 Belle Plaine Main Street Historic 42 Upper Stone Schoolhouse, Vinton
Business District, Belle Plaine 43 Benton County Courthouse, Vinton
14 Frank E. and Katie (Cherveny) Zalesky 44 Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern
House, Belle Plaine Passenger Station, Vinton
15 Old Belle Plaine Train Depot, Belle Plaine 45 Central Vinton Residential Historic
16 Oak Hill Cemetery, Belle Plaine District, Vinton
17 Belle Plaine City Hall, Belle Plaine 46 lowa Canning Company Seed House
18 Kirkwood Community College Building Building, Vinton
(Former Carnegie Library), Belle Plaine 47 Frank G. Ray House & Carriage House,
19 Belle Plaine Community Library, Vinton
Belle Plaine 48 Vinton Public Library (Carnegie Library),
20 Hannen Park First Man-Made Lake Vinton
in lowa, Blairstown 49 Palace Theatre, Vinton
21 Blairstown Public Library, Blairstown 50 Horridge House, Vinton
22 Blairstown Demolition Derby, Blairstown 51 lowa Braille & Sight Svng School, Vinton
23 lowa Baseball Museum of Norway, 52 Corn Sculptures, Vinton
Norway 53 Murals, Vinton
24 Mural, Benton County 54 Tobin’s Cabin Area, Mount Auburn
25 Pingle’s Station, Benton County 55 Round Barn, Bruce Township
I 26 Canopy Gas Station, Benton County
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Benton County Amenities
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1 Belle Plaine Municipal Airport, Belle Plaine
2 BP Service Station, Belle Plaine

3 The Lincoln Highway Hideaway, Belle Plaine
4 Main Street Getaway, Belle Plaine

5 Lincoln Café, Belle Plaine

6 Ice House Drive In, Belle Plaine
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Lincoln Highway Corridor . Airport . Lodging

7 Casey’s General Store, Belle Plaine

8 Belle Plaine Main Street Historic Business
District, Belle Plaine

9 Grieder Beverage Depot, Belle Plaine

10 Zip Mart Convenience, Belle Plaine

11 Dollar General, Belle Plaine

Trails

Walford

Norway

N

. Gas Station . Restaurant

Retail

12 County Food Pride, Belle Plaine
13 Turner Hall, Keystone
14 Youngyville Café, Benton County
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Subsection 7: Tama County

The Lincoln Highway travels through three communities in
Tama County: Chelsea, Tama, and Montour.

Archaeological, Natural, Recreational, and
Scenic Intrinsic Qualities
Background

The Sac and Fox were formerly two distinct nations near
the St. Lawrence River and moved around due to con-
flicts. In 1803, as the Black Hawk Wars ended and as
settlers entered lowa, the Meskwaki came too. The U.S.
Government saw them as one people and through treaties
over the years, the Sac and Fox ceded away their land and
property and became known as the Meskwaki. In 1845, by
Federal Mandate, they were removed to Kansas to a res-
ervation. Some Indians stayed in Tama County and other
residents hid them from the authorities. Three hundred
and seventeen Meskwaki returned from Kansas as they
wished to live in lowa, not in Kansas on a reservation.
Citizens in the Tama County were asked by the State of
lowa legislature to vote, allowing the Meskwaki stay and
purchase their own land. They bought 80 acres along the
lowa River in Tama County. Today, they own 7,779 acres
in Tama and Palo Alto County and are their own sovereign
nation and settlement.

The first European settlers from the East came on two
distinct paths to Tama County. Settlers following the path
from the south came from Davenport and Muscatine and
those on the path to the north came from Dubuque. The
Southern route settlers came to Tama County later and
sometimes settled further west.

Tama County’s county seat was formed in 1843. The Cedar
Rapids and Missouri River Railroad (now the Chicago and
Northwestern) built 2 2 miles away and placed a depot
at the lowa River. Tama City (first called luka) was built
around the depot. Tama City later changed its name to
just “Tama.” The City of Toledo raised money to build a
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three-mile branch to bring the railroad to them, as they
feared Toledo might lose its county seat status. In 1872,
the first “lron Horse” rolled into Toledo. The two towns
today are connected due to growth.

A roundhouse was located in Tama in the southeastern
section near 3rd St., but it has since been removed and
a large grain elevator is situated there today. Trains no
longer stop in Tama, but whiz through as they do in most
lowa communities.

Tama County, Nature, and the Lincoln Highway

Paths created by the Meskwaki and early settlers followed
the hills and the lowa River. The original Lincoln High-
way skirted around the many hills in the area and trav-
eled in the low land near the lowa River. The residents
lovingly call the hills to the north the “Bohemian Alps.”
Many Czechs settled in this area, finding it similar to their
homeland.

The current route of the Lincoln Highway leaves Belle
Plaine to the east at the Benton County line and trav-
els westward to the town of Chelsea. Chelsea has expe-
rienced flooding from the Otter Creek and lowa River. In
the floods of 1993, the town council voted to move as
much as they could to higher ground, but residents did
not want to relocate out of the floodplain. In 2008, the
town experienced flooding again, not as severe, but still
with six feet of water in the lowest point and many homes
with water in the basements. Many residents still have not
moved out of the floodplain.

The Lincoln Highway travels on into Tama and west to-
wards the Meskwaki Settlement. Tama County is similar to
many other counties, with tractor and other slow-moving
agricultural equipment often found on the highways as
they head to fields or to the grain elevators.

US Highway #30 was rerouted to the north of Tama and
now travels through Toledo. The lowa DOT created a Busi-
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ness #30 which will take a traveler along the east side of
Tama, but not through the town.

Even the American White Pelican follows their own path
from southern Minnesota to Tama and the lowa River.
They have been tracked to then fly west to the Missouri
River before heading south through Nebraska and Kansas.
This is a different flight pattern than the one that travels
to the west into Boone County and westward.

Wildlife/Natural Area

e The Otter Creek Marsh is 3,400 acres managed by the
DNR. It is half marsh, quarter river bottom, and a quar-
ter timber. The semi-open marsh is home for water-
fowl, pheasant, rabbit, and deer. Hunting is allowed,
but restricted in areas. The waterfowl refuge is closed
to trespassing in the fall. An observation deck and
mounted binoculars offer a visitor spectacular views
of the marsh, vegetation, birds, and other creatures
that call this area home (41.938481,-92.449489).

e The lowa River Corridor is 10,000 acres of one-quar-
ter timber, three-quarters river bottom and is home to
deer, turkey, pheasant, waterfowl, rabbit, and squir-
rel. Hunting is allowed in season. It runs from Otter
Creek marsh to Marengo and is member of the Bird
Conservation Area program (41.960682,-92.447427).

e Mericle Woods State Preserve is 132 acres of mature
oak forest (42.027979,-92.615553).

e Lohberger Memorial Park is five acres of wildlife ref-
uge (42.0335257,-92.6404222).

Lakes/Ponds

Cherry Lake is a man-made lake and named after Herbert
Cherry, who owned and operated the paper mill that used
water from the lake for production purposes. Today, part
of the South Tama Trail circles the lake and offers biking
and hiking opportunities (41.9613102,-92.5955898).

Other Locations of Note

e Columbia Wildlife Area, 2171 370th St., 160 acres with
hiking trails, lake fishing (one-acre lake), and hunting
(41.9573001,-92.5766752).

o Dufus Landing, 2711 360th St., near Chelsea, one acre
with stream fishing and a concrete ramp (41.9058072,
-92.5442293).

« lowa River Natural Wildlife Area, near Chelsea, 100
acres with stream fishing and hunting (41.920860,
-92.428413).

o lzaak Walton Tract Rec Area, north of Toledo, 17 acres
for archery and has a shooting range (42.0027685,
-92.616861).

e Longpointe Landing, 3469 P Ave., one acre with stream
fishing and a concrete ramp (41.94965,-92.4970725).

e Manatt’s Landing, 1974 340th St., seven acres with
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stream fishing and a concrete ramp (41.9468248,
-92.6252502).

e McCoy Landing, 2970 C Ave., three acres with
stream fishing and a concrete ramp (42.0069135,
-92.7318642).

o Salt Creek Wildlife Area, 114 acres managed by the
DNR. Timber home to deer, squirrel, rabbit, turkey.
Hunting allowed (41.979874,-92.392912).

e West Salt Creek Wildlife Area, 80 acres managed by
the DNR. Upland home for pheasant and rabbits. Hunt-
ing allowed.

Other Recreational Opportunities

ATV Park, Highway 63, south of Tama (41.9573001,
-92.5766752).

Tama-Toledo Aquatic Center, 1301 S. Broadway, has a zero
depth entry, water slides, and active water features.

Tama-Toledo Country Club, 806 W. 13th St, Tama is a nine-
hole semi-private course with a par 35, length of 3,042
yards, slope 121, and a rating of 34.6.

Venture Lanes, 1411 E. 5th St., is a bowling alley in Tama.

Meskwaki Bingo, Casino, Hotel, Hwy 30 West, Tama.

Scenic Views

The road leading out of Belle Plaine, through Chelsea, and
on into Tama, is very scenic with wide expanses of the
river bottom area and marshes. Another area that is very
scenic is further west, along the south side of the Meskwa-
ki Settlement. The area is undisturbed for the most part
and wildlife is abundant along the winding lowa River.

KING
TOWER

King Tower
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The Tama County Museum is on the National Register of Historic Places

Historical and Cultural Intrinsic Qualities
Buildings and Objects of Note

e The most iconic feature in Tama is the 1915 Lincoln
Highway Bridge on E. 5th St. The words “Lincoln
Highway” are spelled out in the concrete side pan-
els. It is a favorite photo op for the Lincoln Highway
traveler. Nearby is the Lincoln Highway Bridge Park
with a memorial plaque honoring Abe Lincoln, a gar-
den, and soon-to-be butterfly garden (41.9635673,
-92.776296).

o King Tower, 1701 E. 5th St., is located just down the
Lincoln Highway from the Bridge. Only one tourist cab-
in remains from the complex. Residents are working
to move it to the Lincoln Highway Bridge Park to be
used as a Tourist Information Center. The King Tower
restaurant recently underwent renovations. The iconic
neon light of the head of an Indian Chief in full head-
dress is still attached outside the building, but it does
not light up.

e Meskwaki Tribal Museum is located on tribal land near
the casino and hotel. Information and artifacts from
early tribal life through the present day are on display.
Classes, such as sewing and beading, are offered to
pass down skills to the newer generations.

e The Stone House is located on the Meskwaki Pow-Wow
grounds and was built in 1941 by the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps (CCC) Indian Labor Division. The intention,
perhaps, was to use it as a gas station, for food sales,
souvenir stand, or a combination of those purposes.
It was to utilize the traffic from the Lincoln Highway,
but sales were sporadic. When the Lincoln Highway
re-routed to the north in 1955, the building became a
sort of gathering place for the Meskwaki community.
Tribal members preferred the “Cave” site as a social
hub instead, near the intersection of Meskwaki Road
and Battleground Road and the Stone House fell into
disrepair and in the 1970s, a VISTA group did some re-

pairs on the building. The building never had a full

use as the center of the community shifted north. To-
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day, the shell of it stands as a testament to the tribe’s
persistence to make a living without moving away
from the Meskwaki Settlement. It is similar to many
other CCC projects across the state, but is the only
CCC structure made by hands of the tribe on their own
land.

Tama Paper Company, 117 Siegel St., began in 1878
and drew its water for production from the lowa River.
Herbert Cherry was born in 1877 and worked for his
father at the Cherry Company in Cedar Rapids. When
the company bought the Tama Paper Company in 1914,
he moved to Tama to oversee the operations. This pa-
per mill merged with seven other area paper mills and
became known as Central Paper Products. Today, the
same paper mill has been in Tama since 1878 and op-
erates as Carauster.

Cherry Mansion, 1412 State St., was built in 1903. By
1949, it was worth more than $1 million, with its six-
hole golf course, heart-shaped garden, reflecting pool,
outdoor fireplace with two built-in ovens, and private
landing strip. Herbert Cherry, a prominent Midwest in-
dustrialist, died in 1949. In the 1950s and 60s, his wid-
ow, Louise “Grandma” Cherry, held grand Halloween
parties with hot dogs, punch, and individually deco-
rated cookies (no two looking the same). Kids were
led through the house to the dining room in the back
of the house where Grandma Cherry would sit in a
sparkling gown and large hat from her vast collection.
After the child would announce his/her name, Mrs.
Cherry would hand the child their individual work-of-
art cookie.

The Wieting Theatre is located at 101 S. Church in To-
ledo. Built in 1912, the theatre eventually fell on hard
times and in 1960, concerned citizens became aware
it would lose the trust fund it had operated under if
not re-opened. The town rallied and volunteers helped
clean, repair, and paint the building. In the summer
of 1960, the Wall Street Journal featured the Wieting
Theatre as a movie house that had made a comeback.
It operates yet today.

Tama County Museum, 200 N. Broadway, Toledo, is in a
former county jail with three floors of Indian artifact
displays, 1880s log cabin area, and many other histor-
ical items. The building is on the National Register of
Historic Places.

The Tama County Courthouse, 100 W. High St., Toledo,
was built in 1866 and is also on the National Register of
Historic Places. The clock on the front of the building
is 95 percent original and the internal workings of the
clock may be viewed on the second floor of the court-
house, under glass.

The Hope Fire Company Engine House, 109 S. Broad-
way, served Toledo 1867-1989 and is on the National
Register of Historic Places.

The Haven One-Room Schoolhouse is located south
and east of Tama, near the community of Haven and
is located next to the Haven Community Center. It
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was closed in 1968 and then in 2008, it was used for
two weeks when the City of Chelsea flooded. Desks
were still mounted to the floor and the chalkboard
and playground were used for students (41.8916023,
-92.4771665).

e Lincoln Land Grant Marker is located about five miles
north of Toledo and a few miles to the west at T55 and
260th St. (42.066153,-92.629573). A brass plaque
reads “Abe Lincoln served in the 4th Illinois Volunteer
Infantry during the Black Hawk War in 1832. For his
services, he was granted land warrants in lowa. One
of these was a 40-acre tract in Tama County, issued to
him on April 16, 1852.” The land later transferred to
his son, Robert Todd Lincoln, who sold the land. Loca-
tion is in Howard Township. Legal description is NW %4
of SW % Sec 20 T.84 R.15 West.

e In Chelsea, the original steel bridge of the Lincoln
Highway was replaced in 1928-29 with the Otter Creek
Bridge. That bridge was replaced again in 2007, but
local citizens encouraged the preservation of the lamp
posts, which graced the old bridge railings. They were
then added to the new bridge.

e The Periwinkle Bed and Breakfast in Chelsea holds
murder mystery
dinners and is of-
ten the location
for antique and
car shows.

e Rube’s Steak-
house in Montour
has a “grill your
own”  concept
and offers large
cuts of meat to
choose from. It is
an anchor for Montour’s downtown.

e« The Tama County Pioneer Cemetery Association won
an award in 2010 for their outstanding work in restor-
ing, maintaining, and educating the public about their
28 pioneer cemeteries located across the county. Maps
of the 28 locations are available at the Tama County
Museum.

Periwinkle Bed and Breakfast

Cultural Groups

The Meskwaki have been in Tama County for over 140
years and are the only Indian Tribe to live directly along
the Lincoln Highway. As more land was required by the
two railroads and two major roads (Lincoln Highway and
new US #30), the Meskwaki bought more land to be able
to sustain their residents. As the Highway shifted north,
the tribe opened up a truck stop to provide services for
travelers. The Meskwaki Nation is the largest employ-
er in the county with their casino, hotel, and convention
center at 349 Meskwaki Rd. The Meskwaki would like to
elevate their story to the Lincoln Highway traveler.

e R ‘

The Meskwaki Pow-Wow is held each August

In the 1830s, nearby Czech and German citizens learned
some Meskwaki language, and vice versa. These Czech
communities were built to the north of Tama in the “Bo-
hemian Alps.” The Czech influence is still very strong as
local cafes, businesses, and social gatherings often offer
their specialty-kolaches, a jelly-filled pastry, to visitors.

Germans settled south in the Amana Colonies, but their
influence is also seen in Tama County.

Tama, being a railroad town, was rowdy and hid out many
bad people in the early part of the 20th Century. It was
given the name “Little Chicago.”

Development along the Lincoln Highway

Tama’s portion of the Lincoln Highway to the east of town
was built by going around the hills and in through the lowa
River Valley. When Highway 30 was improved in the 1950s,
the new road went in a straight line, but caused it to go
up and down the many hills. The Lincoln Highway remains
in the river valley, but current DOT plans will change it
forever.

On June 2, 1920, Henry Ostermann, the field secretary of
the Lincoln Highway, died on his 21st trip on the Lincoln
Highway. He had been staying with friends in Tama and
was headed to Marshalltown to conduct business with the
highway’s district consul. At 4:00 am, just six miles east
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of Tama near the town of Montour, he hit soft earth along
the edge of the grade, lost controll, skidded 200 feet,
rolled twice, and was killed instantly. Today, there is a
marker at this site near Montour.

Wineries and Breweries
o John Ernest Vineyard and Winery, 329 N Ave., Tama.
Events

e Lincoln Highway Bridge Festival held every May in the
Lincoln Highway Bridge Park and downtown area.

e Meskwaki Pow-Wow is held early August at the Pow-
Wow grounds with dancing and ceremonies. A variety
of food is sold, including Indian Fry Bread.

o Double D Rodeo is usually held in August at the Double
D Arena.

e Lincoln Highway BuyWay Yard Sale is held in August in
various locations around Tama, including the Lincoln
Highway Bridge Park.

Colleges and Universities
There is no university or college in Tama County.
Famous People along the Lincoln Highway

e Qutlaw Kid Curry (Harvey Logan) was born in Tama
County in 1867 and was a member of Butch Cassidy’s
“Wild Bunch.” He was one of the most feared killers in
the West. On June 8, 1904, he and other outlaws were
trapped in a box canyon near Parachute, Co. Logan
was shot in the shoulder and rather than giving up,
he committed suicide by shooting himself in the left
temple.

e Leonard “King” Cole, born in Toledo in 1886, was base-
ball player who won 21 games for the Chicago Cubs in
1910.

The King Tower Cafe in Tama
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National Register of Historic Places

County City Name Location
Tama Chelsea Chambers 385th St. over
Ford Bridge lowa R.
Tama Gladbrook Conant’s Cab- | IA96, 3 mi. E.
in and Park of Gladbrook
Tama Toledo Hope Fire 109 S. Broad-
Company En- way
gine House
Tama Le Grand Le Grand Abbot Ave.
Bridge over lowa R.
Tama Tama Lincoln High- E. 5th St.
way Bridge
Tama Buckingham Round Barn, Off US 63
Buckingham
Township
Tama Traer Star-Clip- 534 2nd St.
per-Canfield
Building and
Winding Stair-
way
Tama Toledo Tama County State St.
Courthouse
Tama Toledo Tama County | Broadway and
Jail State Sts.
Tama Toledo Wieting The- | 101 S. Church
ater St.
Tama Traer Young, John Off US 63
W., Round
Barn
—————————————————— |
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Tama County Natural, Recreational, and Scenic Points of Interest
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1 Pilgrim Heights Camp and Retreat Center, Montour
2 Outback Campground and Resort, Tama

3 Landscape Character, Tama

4 ATV Park, Tama

5 Lincoln Highway Bridge Park, Tama

6 Cattle Yard, Tama

7 Tama-Toledo Aquatic Center, Toledo

8 Tama County Nature Center, Tama County
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9 Otter Creek Lake & Park, Tama County
10 Longpointe Landing, Tama County
11 Otter Creek Marsh, Chelsea

12 Dufus Landing, Chelsea

13 Landscape Character, Chelsea

14 Landscape Character, Chelsea

15 Union Grove State Park, Garwin
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Tama County
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Tama County I
Historical and Cultural Points of Interest

1 Montour West Entry, Montour
2 Canopy Gas Station, Montour

3 Replica Burma Shave Signs, Montour

4 Montour East Entry, Montour
5 Osterman’s Curve, Montour
6 Stone Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) Building, Montour
7 50’s Style Diner at Meskwaki
Travel Plaza, Meskwaki Settlement
8 Meskwaki Bingo Casino Hotel,
Meskwaki Settlement
9 Meskwaki Tribal Museum,
Meskwaki Settlement
10 Meskwaki Powwow Grounds,
Meskwaki Settlement
11 Toledo Bridge, Toledo
12 Hope First Company Engine
House, Toledo
13 Tama County Historical Museum
and Library, Toledo
14 Tama County Courthouse, Toledo
15 Wieting Theatre, Toledo
16 Tama County Museum, Toledo
17 Big T Maid Rite, Toledo
18 Twin Town Motel, Toledo
19 Lincoln Highway Markers, Tama
20 Cherry Mansion, Tama
21 Concrete Lincoln Highway Marker,
Tama
22 Canopy Gas Station, Tama
23 Canopy Gas Station, Tama
24 Auto Garage, Tama
25 King Tower Café, Tama
26 King Tower Cabin, Tama

27 Tama Paper Company, Tama

28 Tama Ballroom, Tama

29 1915 Lincoln Highway Bridge,
Tama

30 John Ernest Vineyard and Winery,
Tama County

31 Indian Head Sculpture, Tama
County

32 Old Highway Road Grader,
Tama County

33 Country School, Tama County

34 Haven One-Room Schoolhouse,
Haven

35 Blazek’s, Chelsea

36 Auto Garage, Chelsea

37 Concrete Lincoln Highway Marker,
Chelsea

38 S. Dvorak Motor Co., Chelsea

39 Periwinkle Bed and Breakfast,
Chelsea

40 Bridge, Chelsea

41 Chambers Ford Bridge, Belle Plaine

42 Lincoln Land Grant, Garwin

43 Lincoln Land Grant Marker, Garwin

44 Conant’s Cabin and Park, Gladbrook

45 Gladbrook Movie Theater, Gladbrook

46 Matchstick Marvels Tourist Center,
Gladbrook

47 John W. Young Round Barn, Traer

48 Traer Salt and Pepper Shaker Gallery,
Traer

49 Round Barn, Buckingham Township

50 Lighthouse Opry Barn Dance, Gilman
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I Tama County Amenities
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1 Rube’s Steakhouse, Montour

2 50’s Style Diner at Meskwaki
Travel Plaza, Meskwaki Settlement

3 Meskwaki Bingo Casino Hotel,
Meskwaki Settlement

7 Big T Maid Rite, Toledo

8 Los Charros, Toledo

9 Trojan Inn, Toledo

10 Casey’s General Store, Tama
11 Lincoln Bridge Inn, Tama

4 Kwik Star, Toledo 12 King Tower Café, Tama
I 5 Designer Inn & Suites, Toledo 13 Aqui Te Espero Bar & Grill,
I 6 Super 8 Motel, Toledo Tama
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14 Tama Café, Tama

15 El Cerrito, Tama

16 Alfs BBQ, Tama

17 El Gallito, Tama

18 Rainbow Lake Little Lodge, Chelsea

19 Periwinkle Bed and Breakfast,
Chelsea

20 Silver Dollar Tavern, Chelsea
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Subsection 8: Marshall County

The Lincoln Highway travels through four towns in Mar-
shall County: LeGrand, Marshalltown, Lamoille, and State
Center.

Archaeological,

Natural, Recreational, and

Scenic Intrinsic Qualities
Background

Marshall County is the home to many quarries. In fact, one
un-incorporated town is named just that—Quarry. Many of
the quarries have been abandoned like Devil’s Anvil and
Three Bridges, but one continues on today, the LeGrand
Quarry.

The LeGrand Quarry, 2238 Zeller Ave., is the oldest quarry
in lowa and produced crushed stone for road and railway
ballast, agricultural lime and building stone for the Old
lowa State Historical Building and the Marshall County
Courthouse. The limestone is of the Kinderhook stage. The
quarry’s most significant product, however, is the small
flower-like animals, crinoids, that are preserved in the
rock. A small “nest” of crinoid fossils was found in 1874
at the LeGrand Quarry. Then in 1931, blasting exposed a
cluster of ancient starfish. Burnice Beane, a nearby farm-
er, saved block of stone that was over 600 pounds and
within it, he uncovered 183 starfish and a number of other
specimens. He has shared his collection with museums all
over the world. The largest slabs are at the Smithsonian,
the State Historical Society in Des Moines, and the Mar-
shall County Historical Society’s Museum in Marshalltown.

lowa was once covered by an ocean, forming the fossils
found in Marshall County. Today, the lowa River enters the
county from the north traveling southeasterly through the
town of Marshalltown, past Quarry, and then past LeGrand
where it exits the county.

The lowa River area was a popular area for Native Amer-
icans and many artifacts have been found. The Marshall

County Historical Society Museum has a large collection
of arrowheads, parts of bowls, ax heads, and stone tools.
The most unique items are mittens made from dog hair
and a necklace made from antelope hoof that once be-
longed to the niece of Sitting Bull.

Marshall County, Nature, and the Lincoln Highway

Marshall County is similar to other Central lowa counties
in that “muddy” was the description of the early Lincoln
Highway. There is a famous picture of Henry B. Joy, pres-
ident of the Packard Company, getting stuck in the mud
near LaMoille when taking his inaugural trip across the
Lincoln Highway (which he helped to develop).

The Marengo to Fort Dodge stagecoach road that travels
on the east side of Shady Oaks became part of the Lincoln
Highway and in 1925, the Lincoln Highway was paved past
Shady Oaks. Two years later it became known as Highway
30.

Over the years as roads and bridges improved, the Lincoln
Highway shifted the route and State Center has had four
different alignments.

Roads were not the only modes of transportation mak-
ing changes over the years. At one time, Marshalltown
had seven railroad lines. The four larger were the Cedar
Rapids and Missouri, lowa Central, Chicago Northwestern,
and the Union Pacific. Today, only the Union Pacific has an
office in town.

Business and Agriculture in Marshall County

In the 1870s, Marshall County operated one of the first
canneries in lowa. Corn was the main product that was
canned. Workers spent long hours in the short harvest
season cleaning and packing the corn. Most workers were
women and children who welcomed small wages despite
the hard work and could aid their struggling household
budgets. The first cannery is now the home to lowa Choice
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Harvest where apples, sweet corn, aronia berries, and
carrots are processed for local markets.

Wildlife/Natural Areas

There are many areas to observe and enjoy wildlife in
Marshall County. Bald eagles are a common sight here.

Alliant Energy’s Sutherland Generating Station, 3001
East Main St. Rd., is in the floodplain of the lowa River.
Its goal to establish an emerging wetland that comple-
ments the prairie forested wetlands that occur nat-
urally in floodplains was begun with the planting of
100 Red and White Oak trees in 2009. Grasses and a
walking trail have been added.

The Grimes Farm and Conservation Center, 2349 233rd
St., is 160 acres of forest, wetlands, and prairie with
an observation

e The Marshall-

deck. It has a
Nature  Center
built in 1993 and
trails added in
1998. The Amer-
ican  Discovery
Trail linking the
Atlantic and Pa-
cific Coasts by
bike trail will go Observation Tower, Grimes Farm and Con-
through this farm. servation Center

Leonard and Mil-

dred Grimes purchased the land in 1964 and began
restoring the land using conservation practices and
sustainable farming. They donated the land to the
Marshall County Conservation and lowa Heritage Foun-
dation in 1991 (42.022023,-92.9691211).

Green Castle Prairie Recreation Area, 2891 Green Cas-
tle Rd., is 116 acres with a 16-acre lake and has natu-
ral prairie with evergreen and hardwood trees. There
are small fens—a rare, spring fed type of wetland and
saturated soil. Over 200 plant species are found in the
fens. Green Castle is good for canoeing and kayaking
(41.927504.-92.8614511).

The lowa River Rail Trail Corridor was created after
the abandonment of the Chicago Northwestern Rail
line. In 1868, the rail line created to move coal out
of Eldora was extended to the south to Marshalltown.
It underwent many reorganizations and name chang-
es before becoming part of the C&NW line. In 2012,
the final train made its way down the tracks. By 2013,
work had been done to create the biking and hiking
trail from Eldora to Marshalltown.

Linn Creek Recreational Trail, trailhead at Grimes
Farm, 233rd St., runs through Marshalltown near Linn
Creek and the lowa River (42.022435,-92.971366).
Marietta Sand Prairie Preserve started with 17 acres
in 1984 and added 212 acres in 2006. The sand prairie
remnant is the rarest prairie type with only a few acres
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of it in lowa’s 35
million acres.
There is an in-
terpretive trail
(42.0987014,
-93.0385286).

town Public Li-
brary, 105 W.
Boone St., has
gone “green”
with its 90 175-
watt panels con-
nected to three
6,000-watt SMA
Sunny Boy in-
verters that pro-
duce 6 percent Marietta Sand Prairie Preserve

of the library’s

energy needs. At the time it was built, it was the larg-
est photovoltaic array in the state of lowa. The build-
ing is LEED certified to the Gold Level and was the first
LEED certified library in lowa. The “South Meadow” is
a reconstruction of a prairie and includes these native
species: Coneflower, False Indigo, Black Eyed Susan,
and Little Bluestem.

e Three Bridges County Park is 13 acres of bottomland

timber with limestone bluffs and was the former site
of the Three Bridges Quarry, the first quarry in Mar-
shall County. The park offers camping, picnicking,
hiking trails, stream fishing, boat ramp and the 1885
Quarry Bridge that is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. There are facilities for handicapped
(Subject to flooding)(42.03510,-92.806717).

e Shady Oaks Campground, 2370 Shady Oaks Rd., was

built in 1850 and is the oldest private campground in
lowa. It was first called Rock Valley. On the proper-
ty are a restored Lincoln Highway-era cabin (built in
1925), RV parking, tent sites, shower and bathrooms.
A Big Treehouse with 12 levels was added in 1983. It is
55 feet high and over 5,000 square feet of floor space.
The stand of trees on the campground contains some of
the oldest trees in lowa (42.0116554,-92.8557209).

Lakes, Rivers, and Ponds
The lowa River runs through Marshalltown.

Green Castle Lake is in the southwest corner of the county
(41.927504,-92.8636398).

Other Locations of Note

o Bear Grove Forest Management Area - 23 acres with

hiking trails and is open for hunting (42.0298153,
-93.101406).

e Furrow Access, 2991 Main Street Rd., six acres
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with stream fishing and boat access (42.0489179,
-92.9844122).

e Mag Holland, 2283 Zeller Av.e, 80 acres with stream
fishing, snowmobiling, and hunting (42.024282,
-92.7865385).

e Marshall County Conservation Board Headquarters,
2349 233rd St., two acres with picnicking space.

e Nicholson-Ford Access, 2814 E. Marion St., inside
the Nicholson-Ford OHV Park, 78 acres managed by
the DNR. Hunting and fishing with lowa River access
(42.35832,-92.525052).

¢ North Center Street Park, five acres with stream fish-
ing and canoe access (42.0602495,-92.9205906).

o Riverview Park, 402 Woodland, 128 acres with camp-
ing, fishing, cross-country skiing, picnicking, boat
ramp, electricity, drinking water and restrooms.

e Sand Lake Recreation Area, 2901 Main Street Rd.
(42.0493499,-92.8660013).

e The Wehrman Prairie Preserve, 3297 Lafayette Ave.,
Van Cleve, is one-acre with prairie flowers and is a
historic site of an early schoolhouse. This is a good lo-
cation for birding, watching wildlife and photography
(41.8782112,-93.0213163).

e The Wickersham Forest Management, (West) 2563 Star-
ry Grove Rd., 12 acres with opportunities for hiking
(41.9793214,-93.0697217),(East) on Marsh Ave.-five
acres open for hiking (41.9793214,-93.0697217).

Other Recreational Opportunities

e American Legion Golf Course, 1301 S. 6th St., is an
18-hole course.

o Ball Diamonds are located at 1002 S. 12th St. (Mar-
shalltown Little League Park) and at 6th St. (Softball
Diamonds).

o Collision Par 3 Golf Course at 1731 Taylor Ave. is an 18-
hole, par 54 course that opened in 1965.

e Elmwood Country Club was opened in 1921 and is a pri-
vate 18-hole, par 70 course at 1734 Country Club Lane.

e Harvester Golf Course at 833 Foster Dr., near Rhodes,
sits on 800-acres with a restaurant, golf shop, instruc-
tions, and natural landscape features (41.8769213,
-93.2132044).

e Lincoln Valley Golf Course and Clubhouse is an 18-hole,
par 72 golf course at 1538 235th St., State Center.

e Marshalltown Family Aquatic Center, 212 Washington
St., has a lazy river and slides.

e The Marshalltown Skate Park, 901 S. 6th St., is the site
for the annual Skate Park Fest in June. Skaters will find
half pipe, quarter pipe, and grindrails and can skate
unsupervised, at their own risk.

o Marshalltown Speedway, E. Olive St. and S. 12th Ave.,
on the Central lowa Fairgrounds.

« Riverview Park, 402 Woodland St., north of town, offers
camping and buildings to rent (community building,
reunion hall, and a log cabin). It also has tennis courts.
At the east end, there is a 4.5 acre, grassy, fenced-in

dog park for off-
leash fun. There

is a separate
area for smaller
dogs.

e Riverview Disc
Golf Course, 402
Woodland  St.,
north of town
at the Riverview
Park, is an 18-hole
championship cali-
ber disc golf course managed by the City of Marshall-
town.

e« Wandering Creek Golf Course,
(42.0177181,-92.9529266).

e  YMCA/YWCA, 108 Washington St., offers an indoor
pool, game room, and offers many programs from day
camps for children to Active Older Adults classes.

Marshalltown Skate Park

2436 233rd St.

Scenic Views

The open farmland with its undulating waves of row crops
is very picturesque as the traveler drives from town to
town and along the lowa River valley. Some residents even
find the JB Swift Meatpacking Plant at 402 N. 10th St. in
Marshalltown to be “scenic” as its many lights decorate
the night sky.

Historical and Cultural Intrinsic Qualities
Buildings and Objects of Note

e A statue of Henry Anson, founder of Marshalltown, is
at the corner of Main and Center St. It contains a time
capsule.

e The Elks Club placed a statute of an elk in the River-
side Cemetery, 611 N. Center St. The county has over
35 cemeteries, many of them with early pioneers.
Riverside appears to be the largest cemetery in the
county.

e The Fisher Community Center at 709 S. Center St. was
named for J. William Fisher, a Marshalltown industri-
alist. His company, started in 1880, is now known as
Fisher Controls International and operated worldwide.
The Center houses the Fisher Art Gallery, Chamber of
Commerce, and Community Nursing Services. There
are several bronze sculptures on the grounds, with the
signature piece being Christian Petersen’s final work
“Dedication to the Future.” After the sculpture near
the pond was installed, a resident called the police
thinking the sculpture was one person throwing anoth-
er person into the pond.

e Historic Barns may be found throughout Marshall
County and twice the lowa Barn Foundation has cen-
tered their annual tours in Marshall County. Three
featured barns were the Womack Barn, 2196 Lincoln
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Highway (42.0074818,-92.9885316); Powers Barn,
2396 238th (42.0105097,-92.9622978) and Highland
Acres Rd.; and Jackson Barn, 2383 Marshalltown Blvd.
(42.0323679,-92.9688871).

lowa Veteran’s Home at 1301 Summit St. is home to
565+  residents.

Six main nursing

care buildings and

one  residential

building sit on 150

acres.

The Marshall

County Court-

house at 1 E. Main

St. was built in

1884 and is of

the Italian Re-

naissance style.

“LeGrand white

marble,” a type

of limestone
from the LeGrand

Quarry was used

to build it.

The Marshall Coun-

ty Historical Society has four properties.

e Marshall County Historical Society Museum is at
202 E Church and has many permanent displays
of Indian artifacts, crinoid fossils, and early life in
Marshall County.

e Glick-Sower Historical Homestead, 201 E. State
St., is a pre-civil war home with period furnish-
ings. It is on the National Register of Historic Plac-
es.

e Taylor #4 Country School, 60 N. 2nd, is a one-room
schoolhouse built in 1913.

o Edel Blacksmith Shop, 214 1st St., Haverhill, is to
the south of the Lincoln Highway. The State Histor-
ical Society owns it, but the Marshall County His-
torical Society staffs the tours. The shop is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. In 1883
Mr. Edel, a German immigrant, opened the shop
to repair implements and shoe horses. He died in
1940 and the shop has remained intact.

The Marshalltown Public Library was established in

1898. Andrew Carnegie donated money to create a

new library at 105 W. Boone St. The Leise Addition was

added in 1975 and the current building built in 2008.

Mormon Ridge Log Cabin, 1466 Mormon Ridge Rd. in Al-

bion (not on the Lincoln Highway) is perhaps the oldest

building in Marshall County. It is believed to be built in

1856 and underwent many additions. So much so that

it was covered up and “rediscovered” during some ren-

ovations. The cabin then was donated to the Marshall

County Historical Society (42.140321,-93.085984).

The Orpheum Theater, 220 E. Main St., was the first

theater built by RKO after World War Il and opened in

The Marshall County Courthouse features
an original Lincoln Highway marker
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1949. In 1957, the U.S. premiere of “Saint Joan” was
in this theater because the star, Jean Seberg, was from
Marshalltown. It operated for many years and then
closed. Concerned citizens bought it and made it into
a multi-purpose community space for films, lectures,
symposiums. It also has a stage and screen museum.
State Center’s Main Street (Historic Row) has a re-
stored 1895 Watson’s Grocery Store, depot, one-room
schoolhouse, barbershop, and a 1937 gas station.
Stone’s Restaurant at 507 S. 3rd St. sits under the rail-
road viaduct and had been in business for 114 years,
starting in 1887. It has since closed, but the building
and iconic sign still stand.

The Martha Ellen Tye Playhouse, 709 S. Center St., is

the home of the Marshalltown Community Theater.

They have been performing since 1932 until World War

Il broke out and then restarted in the 1960s in sever-

al locations. When this Playhouse was built in 1967-9,

the Theater group found a permanent home. It is near

the Fisher Community Center and Art Museum.

Veteran’s Memorial Coliseum, 20 W. State St., was

constructed in 1929 and has a mural created in 1958

depicting 100 years of Marshalltown history.

A Vietnam-Era F-4C Phantom has been retired from ac-

tive duty and installed in a display at the American Le-

gion Grounds. It was flown in Vietnam by Joe Latham,

a native of Marshalltown.

The West Main Street Area contains many historic

buildings:

o Binford House at 110 N. 2nd Ave. is an 1874 Itali-
anate style home.

e« The Tremont, 20-8 W. Main was built in 1902 af-
ter the Tremont House hotel fire. This two-story
Classical Revival Style building uses tan brick with
limestone trim.

e Hopkins Building, 32-4 W. Main St., built in 1866.
A three-story brick Classica Revival Style received
some fire damage from the next-door Tremont
fire, but has been extensively renovated since.

=
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« Willard Build-
ing, 101-3 W
Main, built
in 1931. A
two-story
Brick Art Deco
was originally
used by Wil-
lard and Son

Furriers. Binford House
e Times Republi-

can Building, 135 W. Main St., is a 1927 Mission
Style building.

e« Carmean Home, 607 W. Main, was built in 1927
and was owned by a buggy manufacturer. It has six
rooms on three floors and curved windows.

o Willard Mansion, 609 W Main St, is an Edward-
ian-Georgian built in 1910. LeRoy Willard was the
owner of Marshall Oil Co. The three-story home
has 9,000 square feet with imported marble, mas-
sive woodwork of Oak, Mahogany, Birch and Wal-
nut. The curved Cherry stairway graces the entry
and the home also features four fireplaces (one
with Italian Marble) and Walnut built-in bookcases.

o Brothers Jesse and Lester Williams started a machine
shop in 1890 and a customized a trowel for a plasterer.

It became a success and today that business is known

as the Marshalltown Company.

Cultural Groups

The Friend’s Academy built a grade school in LeGrand in
1873. In the 1860s, the Christian Institute was built, with
a boarding house to follow in 1878.

The Quakerdale Wolfe Ranch, 2932 240th St., is part of
Josiah White’s dream to operate a shelter and give guid-
ance to orphaned youth. White, a Philadelphia Quaker,
started White’s Manual Labor Institute in Salem, lowa in
1851 for “poor, white, colored, and Indian youths” to re-
ceive a religious education. His operation moved to New
Providence and expanded to Marshalltown. Today, youth
and families at the Ranch find “solutions to problems as
they care for horses” (42.0067838,-92.8589106).

In the town of Bangor (not on the Lincoln Highway, but
in the NW corner of Marshall County) a group of Friends
(Quakers) settled here in 1850. By 1860, their church had
the largest Friends meeting in the world. Many church
members helped with the Underground Railroad. One
slave couple, the Warrens, stayed in the area and are bur-
ied in the local cemetery.

The LeGrand Quarry brought 50 Italian stonecutters from
Chicago to work at the quarry. They were housed in com-
pany housing and boarding quarters. This area became
known as “Little Italy.”

¢ lowa Mid-Am-

o State Center

ey |
I

Wineries and Breweries I

There are no wineries or breweries in Marshall County.
One of the earliest businesses was the Marshalltown Vin-
egar and Pickle Works started in 1869 by Joseph Holmes.
He was sympathetic to the Prohibition Party and helped
establish the Marshall Gold Cure Institute for the cure of
liquor, opium, and tobacco habits.

Events

o BacktoBacktothePark BBQ Bash is held in August at the

Riverview Park.

o Oktemberfest, held in September, has a parade, clas-

sic car show, concerts, spaghetti supper, crafters, pan-
cake breakfast, chili contest, motorcycle rodeo, and
many other events.

e Linn Creek

Art Festi-
val is held in
July at the
Fisher Com-
munity Cen-
ter. Strolling
musicians
entertain the
crowd as they
peruse  art-
ists’ work and Oktemberfest in Marshalltown

visit the food

and beverage tents. There are also art activities for
the kids.

ateur Golf
Championship
Tournament is
held at the ELl-
mwood Country
Club in May.

Rose  Festival
is held in June
with a parade,
crowning of
a queen and
princess, food, Lantern release in the rose garden at the
games, and tours State Center Rose Festival

of the Rose Gar-

den. The town is known as the “Rose Capitol of lowa,”
and is near the geographical center of lowa.

Colleges and Universities

Marshalltown Community College has two locations, one
in Marshalltown and the other one to the south in Grin-
nell. It is part of the lowa Valley Community College Dis-

101



e

trict offering classes in construction, business and indus-
try, and agriculture. It has community gardens and an art
gallery. The college also has the Orpheum Theater Center
in downtown Marshalltown.

Famous People along the Lincoln Highway

e Jean Seberg, born in 1938, appeared in stock the-
ater and plays on the East Coast. She had planned on
attending the University of lowa, but director Otto
Preminger picked her out of 18,000 aspiring actresses
to star in Saint Joan. She was also in Paint Your Wagon
and many roles in foreign films. She lived in Paris and
had the command of four languages.

e “Cap” Anson, major league baseball player and man-
ager. He was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame
in 1939.

e Mary Beth Hurt, actress born in 1946, starred in The
World According to Garp.

o Toby Huss, actor, born in 1966, starred in Down Peri-
scope and Rescue Dawn.

e Carl Kurtz, photographer, converted 167 acres of 250
acres of row crops and pasture land in lowa to peren-
nial prairie. He now manages the land for diversity and
harvests the seeds in the fall. His love of plants and
wildlife, led him to his career in photography.

010 JU0GE B PSY B GARETTES

Clockwise, from top left: Jean Seberg, Mary Beth Hurt, “Cap” Anson
baseball card
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National Register of Historic Places

County City Name Location
Marshall Marshalltown Binford, 110 N. 2nd
Thaddeus, Ave.
House
Marshall State Center | Dobbin Round Off CR S52
Barn
Marshall Haverhill Edel, Mat- 1st St. and
thew, Black- 3rd Ave.
smith Shop
and House
Marshall Marshalltown | Glick--Sower | 201 E. State
House St.
Marshall Le Grand Le Grand Co. Rd. T37
Bridge over backwa-
ter of lowa R
Marshall Marshalltown Marshall Courthouse
County Court- Sq.
house
Marshall Marshalltown | Marshalltown Roughly
Downtown bounded by
Historic Dis- | 2nd St., State
trict St., 3rd. Ave.,
and E. Church
St.
Marshall Clemons Minerva Creek | Co. Rd. S52
Bridge over Minerva
Cr.
Marshall Marshalltown | Quarry Bridge | Co. Rd. I-4
over lowa R.
Marshall State Center | State Center | Main St. Blks
Commercial | 200-100 West
Historic Dis- and 100 East
trict
Marshall Marshalltown | Sunday, Rob- 1701 Wood-
ert H., House field Rd.
Marshall State Center Watson’s 106 Main St.
Grocery
Marshall Marshalltown Whitehead, 108 N. 3rd St.
C. H., House
Marshall Marshalltown | Willard, Leroy [ 609 W. Main
R., House St.
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Liscomb
Green Century

Farm WMA

N
Grammer Grove
Wildlife Area

St. Anthony Arney Bend

Wildlife Area Albion

Marietta Sand Prairie '\\'

Clemons State Preserve Timmon's Grove

North Wildlife*Area
French Grove

Wildlife Area lowa River
WMA

Mag Holland
Access Area-

~
State Center

Marshalltown Le G| fand

Ferguson
Rhodes

. ’Vf\
Haverhill /Green Castle s

Melbourne ,
Recreation Area

o

Heart of lowa

-

Wehrmann
Prairie La U| rel
e Viles — Lncoln Highway ®  Nawral @ scenic
0 125 25 5 7.5 10 Lincoln Highway Corridor @  Recreational -=------ Trails
1 Kaufman Park, State Center 8 Linn Creek Recreational Trail, 14 Riverview Park, Marshalltown
2 Rose Garden, State Center Marshalltown 15 Marshalltown Speedway, Marshalltown
3 Landscape Character, State 9 Wandering Creek Golf Course, 16 Landscape Character, Marshalltown
Center Marshalltown 17 Alliant Energy’s Sutherland Generating
4 Lincoln Valley Golf Course, 10 American Legion Golf Course Station, Marshalltown
State Center and Lounge, Marshalltown 18 Shady Oaks Campground, Marshalltown
5-6 Landscape Character, Marshall 11 Marshalltown Skate Park, 19 The Big Treehouse, Marshalltown
County Marshalltown 20 Le Grand Community Center, Le Grand I
7 Marshall County Conservation 12 YMCA/YWCA, Marshalltown 21 Harvester Golf Course, Rhodes
Board Headquarters, Marshalltown 13 JB Swift Plant, Marshalltown 22 Collision Par 3 Golf Course, Marshalltown I
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Marshall County Cultural
and Historical Points of Interest
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Marshall County Cultural and Historical Points of Interest

1 Dobbin Round Barn, Marshall County

2 Womack Barn, State Center

3 Union Pacific Bridge, State Center

4 Lincoln Highway Marker, State Center

5 Home Qil Station, State Center

6 Garage Building, State Center

7 Terry’s Body Shop, State Center

8 Shepper Barber Shop, State Center

9 Frickeville Antiques Primitives

Collectables, State Center

10 Historical Lincoln Highway Route, State Center

11 Intersection of Historic Routes, State Center

12 Washington Township No. 6 County
School House, State Center

13 Watson'’s Historic Grocery Museum, State Center

14 Downtown, State Center

15 State Center Commercial Historic
District, State Center

16-17 Lincoln Highway Marker, State Center

18 Center Station Depot, State Center

19 Eckhardt Enterprises (Formerly Lincoln
Highway Auto Company), State Center

20 Cora Unashamed Film Location, State Center

21-24 Concrete Culvert, Marshall County

25 Round Topped Posts, Marshall County

26 Abandoned Section, Marshall County

27 Hick’s Corner, Marshall County

28 Residential Character, Marshall County

29 Jackson Barn, Marshalltown

30 Whitehill Chapel lowa Veterans Home,
Marshalltown

31 Grave of Chief Johnny Green, Marshalltown

32 lowa Veterans Home Cemetery (Old
Soldiers Cemetery), Marshalltown

33 lowa Veterans Home, Marshalltown

34 Vietnam-Era F-4C Phantom, Marshalltown

35 Heinz Hall (Former Old People’s Building),
Marshalltown

36 Assembly Hall, Marshalltown

37 David Lennox Grave, Marshalltown

38 Riverside Cemetery, Marshalltown

39 Grave of T. Nelson Downs, Marshalltown

40 Log Cabin Lodge, Marshalltown

41 Wood Sculptures in Riverview Park,
Marshalltown

42 Henry Anson Statue, Marshalltown

43 Marshalltown Public Library, Marshalltown

44 Echo Sculpture (13th St Park Plaza),
Marshalltown

45 “Perfect Setting” (lowa Artists on Display), Marshalltown

46 Small Building, Marshalltown

47 Automobile Sales and Garage, Marshalltown

48 Willard Mansion, Marshalltown

49 Taylor’s Maid Rite, Marshalltown

50 Taylor Country School, Marshalltown

51 Glick-Sower House, Marshalltown

52 Thaddeus Binford House, Marshalltown

53 Marshall County Courthouse, Marshalltown

54 Lincoln Highway Marker, Marshalltown

55 Marshall County Historical Society Museum, Marshalltown

56 C.H. Whitehead House, Marshalltown

57 Former Stone’s Restaurant, Marshalltown

58 Orpheum Theater, Marshalltown

59 Veteran’s Memorial Coliseum, Marshalltown

60 The Tremont, Marshalltown

61 Chalet (Former Hopkins Building), Marshalltown

62 Marshalltown Company, Marshalltown

63 Marshalltown Downtown Historic District, Marshalltown

64 ReStore Church (Former Tallcorn Towers), Marshalltown

65 Letts-Fletcher Building, Marshalltown

66 Former Fred Mount Motors, Marshalltown

67 Ford Dealer (Rhude), Marshalltown

68 Christian Petersen’s Final Sculpture, Marshalltown

69 Fisher Community Center, Marshalltown

70 Gas Station and Auto Garage, Marshalltown

71 Lincoln Highway Sign, Marshalltown

72 Vietnam Plane in Legion Memorial Park, Marshalltown

73 Freedom Rock in Legion Memorial Park, Marshalltown

74 Robert H. Sunday House (Frank Lloyd Wright Design),
Marshalltown

75 Marshalltown Community College, Marshalltown

76 Handorf’s Corner, Marshalltown

77 Former Shady Oaks Café, Marshalltown

78 Quakerdale Wolfe Ranch, Marshalltown

79 Historic Mill Site, Le Grand

80 Quarry Bridge, Le Grand

81 Quarry Depot, Le Grand

82 Le Grand Bridge, Le Grand

83 Le Grand Motel, Le Grand

84 Le Grand Motel (Sign), Le Grand

85 Le Grand Cemetery, Le Grand

86 Dance Hall in a Barn, Le Grand

87 County Paving Marker at Marshall-Tama County Line,
Marshall County

88 Matthew Edel Blacksmith Shop, Haverhill

89 Minerva Creek Bridge, Clemons

90 Mormon Ridge Log Cabin, Albion

91 Round Stone Barn, Marshall County
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| Marshall County Amenities
Liscomb

St. Anthony
Albion

Clemons

eL\
State Center

Ferguson
Rhodes
Haverhill~"| )
&,
- %
----- %
%
N7
Laurel ;
I Gilman
. | incoln Highwa Gas Station Restaurant

I I s e Miles ey . .

0 1.25 2.5 5 7.5 10 Lincoln Highway Corridor . Lodging Retail
1 Phillip’s 66, State Center 9 Casey’s General Store, State Center 19 Kwik Trip, Marshalltown 27 Best Western Regency Inn,
2 Fuel 24 Station, State Center 10 Casey’s General Store, Marshalltown 20 Casey’s General Store, Marshalltown
3 State Center B&B, State Center 11 Plaza Mexico, Marshalltown Marshalltown 28 Super 8, Marshalltown
4 Bailey’s Pizza & Brstd Chicken, 12 Marshalltown Downtown Historic 21 El Portal, Marshalltown 29 Hampton Inn & Suites,

State Center District, Marshalltown 22 Mama DiGrado’s Pasta and Marshalltown
5 St. Andrew’s Grill & Bar 13 It’s Unique (Florist), Marshalltown Pizza, Marshalltown 30 Cecil’s Café, Marshalltown
6 Frickeville Antiques Primitives 14 Taylor’s Maid Rite, Marshalltown 23 Comfort Inn, Ames 31 Cissy’s Convenience Store,

Collectables, State Center 15 Smokin’ G’s BBQ, Marshalltown 24 Franklin Motel, Le Grand
7 Downtown, State Center 16 Tremont Grille, Marshalltown Marshalltown 32 Le Grand Motel, Le Grand
8 State Center Commercial 17 Sub City, Marshalltown 25 Colonial Inn, Marshalltown 33 Sunrise Café, Le Grand

Historic District, State Center 18 Zeno’s Pizza, Marshalltown 26 Flamingo Motel, Marshalltown
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Subsection 9: Story County

In Story County, the Lincoln Highway travels through three
communities: Colo, Nevada, and Ames.

Archaeological, Natural, Recreational, and
Scenic Intrinsic Qualities
Background

Story County has some of the flattest topography of the
counties along the Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway. This
is due to the Des Moines Lobe and the area being known
as the “Prairie Pothole Region.” Early cultures traveled
and camped along the many rivers, especially the Squaw
Creek which meanders through the city of Ames, as well
as the Indian Creek in Nevada. The Skunk River was much
smaller in early days and was bordered by nearly impass-
able bogs. Indians preferred to live near, hunt, and fish
other streams. As Story County land was found to be too
“swampy,” Native Americans found travel by river to be
the best and often made camp near the riverbanks.

In the 1850s, as a large influx of early settlers arrived
(mostly from Indiana, New York, Pennsylvania, and later
directly from Norway, Germany, and Denmark) the land
was drained and the prairies converted to farm land. The
soil was found to be rich for row crops of corn and soy-
beans. The county has a Corn Suitability Rating of 77.6 by
the Department of Agriculture and lowa State University
Extension Service. It rates third in the state, with only
Grundy County at 84.7 and Mitchell County at 77.7 rating
higher. A map of CSR ratings can be found in Appendix H.

Today, north of Ames on I-35, there is an overlook and
down in the valley, a dam was once considered. An ar-
chaeological survey was done in that area. Findings from
that survey and other items such as bowls, weapons, toys,
utensils, and other articles found along river banks are evi-
dence that the Meskwaki and other Native American tribes
found this to be a rich area to hunt, fish, and sometime
plant crops.

Story County, Nature, and the Lincoln Highway

The wet, swampy land also posed a problem when com-
pleting the Lincoln Highway in 1913. lowa was known for
its mud and Story County was among some of the worst.
A famous photograph shows a motorist trying to navigate
the flooded Lincoln Highway near Colo, near the present
day Colo Bogs. The Colo Bogs drain into the lowa River
east of Marshalltown and is 410 acres managed by the
DNR. The land has been converted back to grasslands/
wetlands and offers habitat for pheasant and waterfowl.
It is open for public hunting, in season.

Wildlife/Natural Areas
Colo

e ColoBogs, described above. (42.0223895, -63.2610849)

e Hendrickson Marsh is 776 acres also managed by the
DNR. One-third of it is upland, two-thirds is marsh, with
an open water lake and offers habitat for waterfowl,
pheasant and rabbit (41.9406984,-93.2607153).

Nevada

e The Hertz Family Woods and Nature Preserve, 25369
Country Club Rd., south of Nevada, is a 21-acre re-
constructed prairie with 22 species of trees and an
abundance of spring wildflowers and a developed trail
(41.988378,-93.4464338).

Ames

e Ames High Prairie State Preserve, 1921 Ames High Dr.,
has 22 acres of prairie at the high school and offers
walks monthly from June-September.

e Cooper’s Prairie Marsh is ten acres open for public
hunting (42.063677,-93.538607).

o Jim Ketelson Greenwing Marsh is 68 acres of upland,
open for hunting in season and habitat for waterfowl
(42.0467096,-93.5629425).
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Reiman Gardens

o Peterson Park is 199 acres with an active 27-acre gravel
pit for fishing. Visitors will also find picnicking, hiking
trails, swimming, opportunities for winter sports, ca-
noe access, hunting, a pioneer cemetery, and remains
of a stagecoach trail (42.0920231,-93.5888814).

e Reiman Gardens, 1407 University Blvd., 17 acres of in-
door and outdoor garden areas, a 2,500 square foot
butterfly wing with emergence cases and a gift shop.
It is the largest public garden in the state of lowa
(42.0127697,-93.6401676).

o Robison Wildlife Acres is 78 acres of meadow and
woodlands and is used for winter sports. It has hiking
trails and pit toilets (41.928414,-93.439983).

o Skunk River Flats is 117 acres of prairie and is open to
trapping and hunting, when in season (41.9655463,
-93.5346585).

o Skunk River Greenbelt with 620 acres of hiking trails,
river fishing, hunting, and canoe access points. Trail-
heads at McFarland Park, Peterson park, Soper’s Mills,
Bear Creek, Anderson Canoe Access, E18 Greenbelt
Access. Water trail access points for canoeing: Story
City, E18, Anderson canoe, Soper’s Mill, Peterson Park,
Sleepy Hollow (616 W. Riverside Rd.), North River Val-
ley Park, SE 16th St., 265th St., Askew Bridge in Cam-
bridge.

o Sleepy Hollow is 24 acres that includes river fishing
and canoe access.

e Soper’s Millis 19 acres of picnicking, hiking trails, riv-
er fishing, canoe access, hunting and a historical site
(42.1065512,-93.5734741).

Lakes and Ponds

There are three man-made lakes or ponds in the commu-
nities along the Lincoln Highway.

e Ada Hayden Heritage Park offers fishing, a walking
path, nature area, bike path, and boat access for elec-
tric motors and canoes (42.067935,-93.6315684).

o Hickory Grove Lake, south of Colo, is 445 acres with

tent and trailer camping, electricity, drinking water,

showers, flush toilets, hiking, swimming, beach, boat
rental, 98-acre lake fishing, boat ramp (electric mo-
tors only), winter sports, hunting, and facilities for
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handicapped.

e McFarland
Park, a 200-
acre area with
tallgrass prai-
rie, woodland
and stream
habitats. It is
part prairie
and part for-
est.  Drinking
water, pit toi-
lets, picnicking, hiking and cross country skiing tails,
six-acre pond fishing, winter sports, facilities for
handicapped, and a conservation center with sanitary
facilities is open weekdays and summer weekend af-
ternoons (42.0957333, -93.5720701).

Hickory Grove Lake

Other Natural Locations of Note

Nan Ripley, a renowned Daylily grower, owns Walkabout
Gardens just 3 ¥2 miles south of the Lincoln Highway near
the town of Shipley at 26391 595th Ave. She is an instruc-
tor for the Hermerocallis Society and plants 2,000 seed-
lings each spring. Her garden is used as a display for Ball
Seed (41.973679,-93.5144127).

Other Recreational Opportunities

All of the above natural areas offer some kind of opportu-
nities for recreation. There are other public and private
recreational entities.

Colo

e Twin Anchors Golf Course. 68030 US Hwy 30, is located
near the Twin Anchors Campground, 68132 U S Hwy 30,
just south and west of Colo. The campground also of-
fers fishing in a small pond (42.0077608,-93.346715).

Nevada

e Harrington Park, E. Lincoln Way, Nevada, has a disc
golf course and skateboard park.

e The Indian Creek Country Club, 63012 260th St., is lo-
cated at the south end of Nevada and the Sports Bowl
(bowling alley) is at the east end.

e NABR (Nevada Annual Bike Ride), held the first week-
end in May.

e« Nevada Trail System, around town and along Indi-
an Creek. One trail head and parking (42.012000,
-93.444677).

e The SCORE (Story County Recreation for Everyone)
Park, 1543 Fawcett Parkway, Nevada, includes soccer
fields and ball diamonds. It is connected to the city
trail system and is adjacent to the Fawcett Aquatic
Center, 1717 Fawcett Parkway, which offers a water
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slide and zero entry
pool.

e Sports Bowl, 1229
12th St.

Ames

e Ames/ISU Ice Arena
is located at 1507
Gateway Hills Park Dr.

e Ames Dog Park, 605 Billy Sunday Rd.

e Brookside Wading Pool, 1325 6th St., is inside the
Brookside Park and a Skate Park, 1330 6th St., is across
the street.

e Carroll Marty Disc Golf Course, 1500 Gateway Park Dr.,
in Gateway Hills Park.

e Golfers in Ames have their choice between Veenker
Memorial Gold Course, 1925 Stange Rd.; Coldwater
Golf Links, 615 16th St.; and Homewood Municipal Golf
Course, 401 E 20th St.

« lowa State University has facilities for staff, students
and alumni including the Lied Recreation Athletic Cen-
ter, State Gym, Beyer Hall, and Forker Building, as
well as many green spaces.

e Perfect Games at 1320 Dickinson Ave. offers bowling
and an arcade.

o Skunk River Greenbelt Recreational Trail System- Mc-
Farland Park (pedestrian), Peterson Park (pedestrian/
bike/equestrian), Soper’s Mill to Bear Creek (pedes-
trian/bike), Anderson Canoe Access to E18 Greenbelt
Access (pedestrian/bikes/equestrian).

e Skunk River Water Trail offers many access points for
canoeing (Story City, E18, Anderson Canoe, Soper’s
Mill, Peterson Park, Sleepy hollow, North River Valley
Park, SE 16th St., 265th St., and Askew Bridge/Cam-
bridge).

« Swimming enthusiasts have a choice between open
swim time at the Municipal Pool at the high school,
1925 Ames High Drive; lowa State facilities on campus;

SCORE Park

Furman Aquatic Center

or at the new Furman Aquatic Center, 1635 13th St.,
which includes a 550’ lazy river, 50 meter pool with
diving boards and slides, and a 5,000 foot pool with
zero-depth entry, spray features, large play structure,
and children/toddlers slides.

Scenic Views

All of these natural areas, whether man-made or not, of-
fer scenic vistas and views. The geometric patterns of the
row crops and rolling hills offer scenic views as well. The
flatness of the land gives spectacular views at sunrise and
sunset. Two specific spots were pointed out in community
meetings and other public discussions as being important
scenic areas to be preserved. The first is at the east side
of the county, when heading west out of Colo towards
Nevada. The railroad overpass with the Lincoln Highway
curving underneath and the rolling hills reminds one of
the engineering feats taken by early road makers and the
strides that have been done in road and bridge construc-
tion over the years. The second area is in Ames at the in-
tersection of Lincoln Highway (Lincolnway) and University
Boulevard where a “much beloved” American Sycamore
tree has lived for an estimated 200 years.

Historical and Cultural Intrinsic Qualities

As settlers came to the new land west of the Mississippi,
they drained and converted the land for agricultural pur-
poses. In 1853, Nevada was selected as the county seat
and remains as such. Therefore, Nevada has one of the
first log cabins built, the Child Family Log Cabin. It was
the third house built in Nevada and was discovered in the
1990s when a homeowner had a house fire. Upon survey-
ing the damage, he discovered his house contained a log
cabin. He did not reconstruct and offered it to the Rotary
Club to restore. After much research, it was discovered
it was not on its original site and had a wall or two that
needed to be completely reconstructed which disquali-
fied it for placement on the National Register of Historic
Places.

As times were tough for the early settlers, they found
themselves not only building cabins but in need of ceme-
teries. Colo has a pioneer cemetery near Hickory Grove,
south of town and Peterson Park, near Ames has a pioneer
cemetery. Early cemeteries, as well as churches, were
usually located on a hilltop to be nearer the heavens. Sev-
eral other cemeteries dot the landscape in Story County
and across lowa.

Buildings and Objects of Note
Colo

e The Reed-Niland Corner, 24 Lincoln Hwy in Colo is at
the crossroads of the Jefferson Highway and the Lin-
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e

Reed-Niland Corner

coln Highway.
Pioneer Mound Cemetery (41.9902771,-93.778472).

Nevada

The Nevada Historical Society has several historic

sites:

« Halley One-Room School House is one of several in
the county have been preserved. The school house
was moved in from the country and first placed at
the Story County Fairgrounds and later moved to
Brigg’s Terrace.

e The Child Family Log Cabin has also been moved
to Brigg’s Terrace.

e Brigg’s Terrace, 1204 H Ave., is on the National
Register of Historic Places and is an eight-acre
former farm located in the middle of Nevada. It
has an 1879 Italianate home, carriage house, barn,
and other out buildings.

e The Dyer-Dowell Victorian House, 922 5th St., was
the first jail in Story County. The prisoners stayed
upstairs and the jailer’s residence was on the first
floor.

e The Nevada History Center, 624 J Ave., is in the
downtown and has several revolving displays.
Nevada’s downtown was placed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places in 2003 as the city celebrated its

sesquicentennial.

Another item of note in Nevada is the cannon outside

the Story County Administration Building, 900 6th St.

The plaque there reads “1861 Rifled Cannon captured

at the Battle of Shiloh Gifted to Story County by the

Jason D. Ferguson Grand Army of the Republic Post

#31. Ferguson was the Story County’s first fatality in

the Civil War, Killed April 6, 1852 at the Battle of Shi-

loh.” The cannon was fired for the last time on Armi-
stice Day, 1918 when it misfired and killed a young

Jens Jensen and injured a bystander. According to the

story, “After sedating the bystander with whisky, a

doctor ‘lopped’ off the rest of his arm on the spot.”
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Other WPA (Works Progress Administration) projects
were the 1941 Community Building, 57 | Ave. at the
Story County Fairgrounds, Nevada, and a tombstone
registration program that was done county-wide. The
Community Building is underwent a renovation in 2016.

Ames History Cen-
ter, 416 Douglas
Ave. #101

Ames has pre-
served the 1862
Hoggatt  School,
18th St. and Bur-
nett, on Meek-
er Elementary
School  grounds.
Out of the 53 re-

maining one-room schoolhouses in the county, it is one
of four used as a museum.

The Bandshell Park, 5th and Duff Ave., was Ames first
city park. The Union Pacific came through lowa, from
Clinton to Council Bluffs, and brought with it many op-
portunities for community growth. Towns often were
located along the route or moved to be on the route.
The railroad named many of the communities and re-
ceived donated land in hopes the rail would locate on
the property. Many smaller routes and spurs were built
that sometimes were sold to larger railroad or were
completely abandoned. The city of Ames received land
from the railroad with the stipulation that it be made
into a city park. This land became The Bandshell Park.
The first two band stands built either had the wood
rot or the brick crumble. The third band shell, built in
1934, still stands. It was built with a basement, which
was used as a voting precinct and driver’s license sta-
tion. Today the park hosts many outdoor concerts.

Hoggatt School

Bandshell Park, Ames
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o Downtown art sculptures and fountain on the corner of
5th and Kellogg St.

o lowa State University’s mas-
cot, “CY,” sculptures around
town.

e McMichael Pioneer Cemetery/
Stagecoach Trail, now Stage-
coach Rd. (42.0852432,
-93.5934427).

e The Ames post office has a mu-
ral entitled The Evolution of
Corn done by John Bloom in

1938.

+ Astagecoach trail and pioneer ¢, qquation Cy was fea-
cemetery is near Peterson Park. tured outside Parks Library

e At Soper’s Mill, a rainbow bridge  on the ISU campus
and dam was built 1876. The
bridge was moved to McFarland Park where it was de-
stroyed by flooding in 1996. The dam was reconstruct-
ed later as a WPA project, and ruble from that dam is
still visible.

e Tip-Top Lounge, 201 E. Lincoln Way, 1950’s look with
neon signs.

e “Woman’s Head” sculpture at Lincoln Way and Grand
(lowa DOT headquarters) was originally made of red-
wood in 1976, but due to rot was reconstructed in
steel by the same artist in 1998.

Cultural Groups

Many of Scandinavian descent settled in the northern part
of Story County. Nevada had a cluster of Danes who lived
north of the north tracks and had their own “Dane Hall”
for events and gatherings.

The Seventh Day Adventists built a school, sanitarium
(hospital), and housing for students and teachers in Ne-
vada. Students came from all over the Midwest to live
at the school and attend K- 12th grade. The junior and
high school have now been closed and student housing has
been converted to apartments and the teacher residences
to private residences. The sanitarium burned down many
years ago.

Development of the Lincoln Highway in Story County

As the Lincoln Highway developed, many gas stations,
restaurants, motels, and tourist cabins sprung up. There
was a tourist cabin area located between Colo and Neva-
da, but no cabins remain. Another tourist camp is at the
east end of Nevada. The cabins were converted into pri-
vate residences and the gas station is now an auto repair
shop. Ames has several buildings from the 1950s such as
motor lodges and the Tip-Top bar along the Lincoln High-
way.

The most famous and well preserved site is at the inter-

section of the Lincoln Highway and the Jefferson High-
way at the north side of Colo. The Jefferson Highway was
known as the “Pine to Palms” road, traveling from Winni-
peg to New Orleans. At this intersection, the Reed-Niland
Corner still has an operational café and motel. Gas is no
longer available there, but the station is museum-like.
The café offers a full menu and has displays of the Lincoln
Highway, as well as the Jefferson Highway. The Greyhound
and Jefferson bus lines both stopped here and everything
was open 24 hours, seven days a week. The Jefferson con-
joins with the Lincoln Highway and different alignments
took it south down what is now S14 on the west side of
Nevada or another alignment took it into Ames and down
what is now US 69. The Colo Community celebrates with
a Colo Crossroads Festival every year (cross roads of the
Lincoln and Jefferson Highways).

Lincoln Highway markers installed in 1928 by the Boy
Scouts are visible at the corner of Beech and Lincolnway;
the Dairy Queen at 316 Lincolnway near downtown; and
in Nevada at a private residence, 1135 E. Lincoln Hwy,
where a tree stump has been carved into the likeness of
Abe Lincoln.

The Hotel Sheldon Munn, 301 Main St., in downtown Ames
was a control point for early Lincoln Highway travelers to
check their mileage. The Dairy Queen mentioned above
has Lincoln Highway-era photos on display as does the
Ames Heritage Center, PepperJax, and Snacktime in Ne-
vada.

Breweries and Wineries

e Alluvial Brewing Company, 3715 West 190th St., Ames.

e Della Viti Wine Bar, 323 Main St., Ames

e Olde Main Brewing Company, 316 Main St., Ames.

e Prairie Moon Winery and Vineyards, 3801 W 190th St.,
Ames (42.078118,-93.670624).

o Torrent Brewing Company, 504 Burnett Ave., Ames.

Events

There are many events held yearly in Story County, espe-
cially through lowa State University. Among them are:

e Colo Crossroads Festival, a regular small community
festival with races, rides, music and food.

e Nevada’s Lincoln Highway Days in late August with con-
tests, races, parade, music, and food.

e Ames has several festivals throughout the year in their
many city parks and downtown area. The Fourth of July
has a fireworks display, parade, and many food vendors.

e Midnight Madness race held in July starts at City Hall
(5th and Clark).

e The lowa Masters Golf Tournament is held at Veenke

Memorial Golf Course in Ames in July.

lowa Senior Amateur Golf championship held at Ames
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Golf and Country Club in August.
Colleges and Universities

The lowa State Agricultur-
al College and Model Farm
(42.0244987,-93.6469804)
was established in 1858
by legislature of the State
of lowa. The original farm
was 648 acres. It is today,
a leader in agriculture, en-
gineering, extension, and
home economics. The first
Veterinary School was creat-
ed here in 1879. The school
changed its name to lowa
State University of Science
and Technology in 1957.
Many buildings on the cam-
pus are on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places.

lowa State’s iconic Campanile

The Lincoln Highway has a history associated with the
lowa State University. Road building was originally consid-
ered functions of local governments almost exclusively.
By the 1890s only seven states had established highway
departments.

From Rebecca Conrad’s The Lincoln Highway in Greene
County: Highway Politics, Local Initiative, and the Emerg-
ing Federal Highway System,

The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan

placed it under the direction of Marston and Charles F.
Curtiss, dean of agriculture at lowa State. They, in turn,
launched MacDonald’s career by placing him in charge of
field operations. As lowa’s chief highway engineer until
1919, MacDonald campaigned for good roads, conduct-
ed numerous investigations, helped to organize a profes-
sionally staffed highway department, and began to set
standards for highway construction....The State Highway
Commission now operated as a separate state body, still
housed on the lowa State College campus, but not sub-
ject to the college administration.”

“lowa briefly dabbled in plank road construction. Between
1849 and 1851 the General Assembly granted authority
to build fourteen different plank roads totaling about six
hundred miles, but only fifty miles were actually built.....
lowa truly began to assume control over its roads in 1902,
when the Anderson law created the state’s first highway
commission, which was actually a research entity located
at lowa State College in Ames. Although the commission
had little authority beyond data collection, planning,
and public education, the Anderson Act nonetheless be-
gan to reverse the tradition of local control.....For many
years the State Highway Commission really served as the
umbrella for engineer Thomas H. MacDonald’s vision of
the future. MacDonald studied engineering at lowa State
College under Anston Marston, dean of engineering. For
his senior thesis MacDonald had investigated the subject
of road building in detail, comparing different types of
road surfaces, querying counties and townships about the
actual use of road taxes and methods of road improve-
ment, and observing the uses to which roads were put.
In the year MacDonald graduated, 1904, the lowa leg-
islature established the State Highway Commission and
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The Lincoln Highway route was developed in 1913 and
by 1928 all of lowa was paved. Through MacDonald, the
highway commission, and lowa State Engineering good
methods in road and bridge construction were developed
and helped improve the Lincoln Highway.

The Des Moines Area Community College also has a satel-
lite campus in Ames, with its main campus to the south
in Ankeny. The DMACC Career Academy Hunziker Center
offers trade classes for high schoolers and adults.

New Technology along the Lincoln Highway

Technology still plays an important role in the landscape
along the Lincoln Highway and that is very evident with
the many wind turbines in and outside of Nevada and to
the north at the Fernald Wind Farm. Nevada was the sec-
ond community in lowa to have a wind turbine, with Spirit
Lake being the first. A prominent banker, Harold Fawcett,
donated a wind turbine to the Nevada school and one to
the Story County Hospital. The school has now removed
theirs as that model is out of production and hard to ob-
tain replacement pieces. Other wind turbines now dot the
skyline.

The Fernald Wind Farm to the north of Nevada is a 300
megawatt generation plant owned by New Era Energy Re-
sources. It can power 75,000 homes. Each windmill is 262
feet tall from ground to turbine center. The turbine has a
weather station at the top that tells the computer inside
the wind speed and direction so the blades can turn into
the wind.

The Lincoln Highway route from Nevada to Ames is prime
for industrial growth and constructed first was the Lin-
colnway Energy 50-million gallon per year coal-fired dry
mill ethanol plant. It processes corn into fuel grade etha-
nol and distiller’s grains. Corn oil is extracted from syrup
generated in production of ethanol. A third party collects
carbon dioxide gas produced as part of the fermentation
process and converts the raw carbon dioxide gas into a
liquid carbon dioxide.

Right next door, to the west, DuPont-Pioneer opened a




ey |

e Clarence Lane and Bernard W. Hammer, lowa State
University microbiologists, patented Maytag Blue
Cheese process.

e Mildred Day, a native lowan and lowa State Universi-
ty graduate, created the rice krispie treat while she
worked for Kellogg’s in Battle Creek, Michigan.

e Actor Nick Nolte lived in Ames for a bit as a child.

e Actress Neva Patterson was born in Nevada and was
in the movie “Desk Set” with Katherine Hepburn and
Spencer Tracy. She also portrayed Buddy Holly’s mom
in the “Buddy Holly Story” as well as numerous char-
acter parts in television westerns and the “V” series
on TV. Her father worked in the Nevada post office and

Wind Turbines near Nevada, lowa both parents are buried in a Colo cemetery.

The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan

cellulosic ethanol plant. It is among the first commer-
cial-scale cellulosic bio-refinery in the world. The plant =
converts corn stover (corn cobs, leaves, and stalks) into R r@'ﬁ%%” VYIL
30 million gallons of fuel-grade ethanol annually. o

On the west side of Nevada, just to the south of the Lin-
coln Highway on W. 18th St., is the Biomass Energy Con-
version (BECON) facility. It is the focal point for develop-
ing value-added products from lowa’s abundant biomass
resources and provides credible first-hand information on
biomass technologies to create fuels and chemicals, as
well as demos of pilot-scale biomass conversion systems.
The facility is open to researchers from all of lowa’s col-
leges and universities as well as from the private sector.

Famous People along the Lincoln Highway

Story County has been home for several people who have
become famous.

e Billy Sunday lived outside Ames on a farm and then
as a young boy found work in Nevada as a stable boy
for Colonel John Scott. For fun, Sunday began to play
baseball in Marshalltown and then played profession-
ally in Chicago for the White Stockings and also for
the Alleghenys and Phillies. After an all-night bender,
he sat on a curb in Chicago and heard an evangelist
preaching. He became saved that morning and started
preaching, becoming the “Billy Graham” of his time.
He was known for his “fire and brimstone” sermons.

o George Washington Carver was a plant scientist at
lowa State.

e Dr. John Atanasoff, also at lowa State, invented the
first electronic digital computer. He was assisted by
graduate student, Clifford Berry. The computer was
known as the Atanasoff-Berry Computer (ABC Comput-
er).

o Neta Snook was a pioneer aviatrix and teacher to Ame-
lia Earhart.

e Ada Hayden was an early prairie scientist.

e Art Fry invented the post-it note.

Clockwise, from top left: Billy Sunday, George Washington Carver, Neva
Patterson, and John Atanasoff
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National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

County City Name Location
Story Ames Agriculture Hall lowa State University
Story Ames Alumni Hall lowa State University campus
Story Ames Ames High School 515 Clark Ave.
Story Ames Bandshell Park Historic District Bounded by Duff Ave., E. 5th St., E.
6th St., and Carroll Ave.
Story Nevada Briggs Terrace 1204 H Ave.
Story Ames Budd, Prof, J.L., Sarah M., and Etta 804 Kellogg Ave.
Budd, House
Story Maxwell Calamus Creek Bridge 325th St. over Calamus Cr.
Story Ames Christian Petersen Courtyard Sculp- Union Dr. and Wallace Rd., lowa
tures, and Dairy Industry Building State University campus
Story Ames Colonials Club House 217 Ash Ave.
Story Ames Delta Upsilon Chapter House 117 Ash Ave.
Story Nevada East Indian Creek Bridge 260th St. over East Indian Cr.
Story Nevada Edwards-Swayze House 1110 9th St.
Story Ames Engineering Hall Union Dr., lowa State University
campus
Story Story City Grand Auditorium and Hotel Block Broad St.
Story Story City Henryson, Henry T. and Emilie (Wi- 619 Grad Ave.
ese), House
Story Story City Herschel--Spillman Two-Row Porta- North Park, Story St., and Grove
ble Menagerie Carousel Ave.
Story Ames lowa Beta Chapter of Sigma Phi 228 Gray Ave.
Epsilon
Story Gilbert Keigley Branch Bridge 550th St. over Keigley Branch
Story Ames Knapp-Wilson House lowa State University campus
Story Zearing Lincoln Township Mausoleum City Rd. E18, N end of Pearl St.
Story Ames MacDonald, Gilmour B. and Edith 517 Ash St.
Craig, House
Story Ames Marston Water Tower lowa State University campus
Story Ames Morrill Hall Morrill Rd., facing E toward central
campus, lowa St. University
Story Colo Mulcahy Barn 25623--710th Ave.
Story Ames Municipal Building 420 Kellogg Ave.
Story Nevada Nevada Downtown Historic District | Approx. 6th St. from | Ave. to M Ave.
Story lowa Center Octagon Round Barn, Indian Creek Off CR S14
Township
Story Ames Old Town Historic District Bet. Duff and Clark Ave., and 7th
and 9th Sts.
Story Ames Pleasant Grove Community Church 56971 170th St.
and Cemetery
Story Ames Roosevelt School 921 9th St.
Story Sheldahl Sheldahl First Norwegian Evangelical 3rd and Willow Sts.
Lutheran Church
Story Ames Sigma Sigma-Delta Chi Fraternity 405 Hayward Ave.
House
Story Ames Skunk River Bridge 255th St. over Skunk R.
I Story lowa Center Wood, William Kennison, House Co. Rd. off S27
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3 Donald & Ruth Furman
Aquatic Center, Ames

4 Ames Skatepark, Ames

5 Homewood Golf Course, Ames

6 Ada Hayden Heritage Park,
Ames

7.5 10

7 Perfect Games, Ames

8 Ames ISU Ice Arena, Ames

9 Carroll Marty Disc Golf

Course, Ames

10 Reiman Gardens, Ames

11 Squaw Creek Path, Ames

12 lowa State University
Research Park, Ames

13 Coldwater Golf Links, Ames

Lincoln Highway Corridor . Recreational

14 Ames Dog Park, Ames

15 Planned Greenspace, Ames

16 Grain Elevator, Nevada

17 Walkabout Gardens, Shipley

18 Sports Bowl, Nevada

19 Harrington Park, Nevada

20 The SCORE Park, Nevada

21 Indian Creek Country Club,
Nevada

Trails

22 Landscape Character,
Colo

23 Twin Anchors Golf
Course, Colo

24 Colo Wetland
Complex, Colo

25 Center Grove Orchard,
Cambridge
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Story County Cultural and
Historical Points of Interest
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Story County Cultural and Historical Points of Interest

1 Grant Wood Mural, Ames
2 Stephen Detailer Outdoor
Art, Ames
3 Christian Petersen Courtyard
Sculpture, Ames
4 Lincoln Highway Marker, Ames
5 ISU Memorial Union, Ames
6 Alumni Hall (Enrollment
Services), Ames
7 Marston Water Tower, Ames
8 Sloss House, Ames
9 Site of First House in West
Ames, Ames
10 Engineering Hall (Marston
Hall), Ames
11 Sigma Sigma-Delta Chi
Fraternity House, Ames
12 Gilmour B. and Edith Craig
MacDonald House, Ames
13 Morrill Hall, Ames
14 Agriculture (Catt) Hall, Ames
15 Wallace Wilson Home
(Farm House Museum), Ames
16 Dairy Industry Building, Ames
17 Curtiss Hall, Ames
18 Campanile, Ames
19 Delta Upsilon Chapter House,
Ames
20 Colonials Club House, Ames
21 lowa Beta Chapter of Sigma
Phi Epsilon, Ames
22 Downtown Art Sculptures and
Fountain, Ames
23 Dela Viti Wine Bar, Ames
24 Olde Main Brewing Company,
Ames
25 Torrent Brewing Company, Ames
26 Woman'’s Head Sculpture, Ames
27 lowa Department of
Transportation, Ames
28 Tip-Top Tavern, Ames
29 Lincoln Lodge Motel, Ames
30 Ames Motor Lodge, Ames
31 Gas Station, Ames
32 Old Town Historic District, Ames
33 Street Markers, Ames
34 Ames City Hall, Ames
35 Municipal Building, Ames
36 Prof. J.L., Sarah, and Etta Budd
House, Ames

37 Ames History Center, Ames

38 Bandshell Park, Ames

39 Hotel Sheldon Munn, Ames

40 Roosevelt School, Ames

41 Martin House, Ames

42 Original A&W (Currently Hanger
Clinic)

43 Hoggatt School, Ames

44 Cory Family Cemetery, Ames

45 Skunk River Bridge, Ames

46 McMichael Pioneer Cemetery/
Stagecoach Trail, Ames

47 Prairie Moon Winery and
Vineyards, Ames

48 Alluvial Brewing Company, Ames

49 Schoolhouse, Story County

50 Modern Lincoln Highway Marker,
Nevada

51 Lincoln Highway Marker, Nevada

52 Lincoln Highway Mile Marker Post,
Nevada

53 Starbuck’s Drive-In, Nevada

54 Cabin at Starbuck’s Drive-In,
Nevada

55 Modern Lincoln Highway Marker,
Nevada

56 Edwards-Swayze House, Nevada

57 Briggs Terrace, Nevada

58 Harrington Park Boy Scout Marker,
Nevada

59 Cabin Court Historic Original
Buildings, Nevada

60 Historic Gas Station, Nevada

61 Nevada lowa Historic District,
Nevada

62 Dyer-Dowel Victorian House
Museum, Nevada

63 Story County Redemption Center,
Nevada

64 Firehouse or Carriage House,
Nevada

65 Thompson House, Nevada

66 J.B McHose House, Nevada

67 Halley One-Room School House,
Nevada

68 The Nevada History Center, Nevada

69 1891 Rifled Cannon, Nevada

70 Community Building, Nevada

71 Nevada Downtown Historic District,
Nevada

72 Queen Anne Bed and Breakfast,
Nevada
73 Wilson Home/Farm, Nevada
74 William Sluggard Property,
Nevada
75 Bridge Support (L Symbol), Story
County
76 Lincoln Highway Monument,
Story County
77 Railroad Underpass, Story County
78 Abandoned Segment of Lincoln
Highway, Story County
79 Cabin Court Historic Location,
Story County
80 Boy Scout Marker Moved from Colo,
Story County
81 Niland’s Café, Colo
82 Colo Motel, Colo
83 Canopy Gas Station, Colo
84 Colo Co-Op, Colo
85 Lincoln Highway Sign, Colo
86 Jefferson Highway Marker, Colo
87 First Elevated Interchange Design,
Colo
88 Mulcahy Barn, Story County
89 Boy Scout Marker Moved, Colo
90 Sheldahl First Norwegian Evangelical
Lutheran Church, Sheldahl
91 Octagon Round Barn, Indian Creek
Township
92 T Bowman 50’, Story County
93 East Indian Creek Bridge, Nevada
94 lowa Center, Maxwell
95 Maxwell Depot, Maxwell
96 William Kennison Wood House,
lowa Center
97 Maxwell Historical Museum,
Maxwell
98 Calamus Creek Bridge, Maxwell
99 Pleasant Grove Church, Story
County
100 Keigley Branch Bridge, Gilbert
101 Grand Auditorium and Hotel,
Story City
102 Bartlett Museum (Henry T. and
Emilie Henryson House), Story City
103 Herschel-Spillman Two-Row Portable
Menagerie Carousel, Story City
104 Lincoln Township Mausoleum,
Zearing I
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Story County Amenities
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Miles = Lincoln Highway ‘ Gas Station . Restaurant

0 1.25 25 5 7.5 10 Lincoln Highway Corridor . Lodging Retail
1 Hilton Garden Inn, Ames 10 Ames Motor Lodge, Ames 19 Kum & Go, Nevada 25 Jack’s Beef Delight
2 Sleep Inn & Suites, Ames 11 Days Inn, Ames 20 Casey’s General Store, & BBQ, Nevada
3 Hy-Vee Gas, Ames 12 Tip-Top Tavern, Ames Nevada 26 Nevada lowa Historic
4 Kum & Go, Ames 13 Hy-Vee Gas, Ames 21 Queen Anne Bed and District, Nevada
5 lowa House, Ames 14 House of Chen, Ames Breakfast, Nevada 28 Colo Motel, Colo
6 West Street Deli, Ames 15 Ames Main Street, Ames 22 Alley’s Pizza, Nevada 28 Niland’s Café, Colo
7 Café Beaudelaire, Ames 16 Monte Bello B&B Inn, Ames 23 Starbuck’s Drive-In, Nevada 29 Casey’s General Store,
8 Jeff’s Pizza Shop, Ames 17 Hampton Inn, Ames 24 Mi Casita Mexican Colo
9 ISU Memorial Union, Ames 18 Cenex, Nevada Restaurant, Nevada
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Subsection 10: Boone County

The Lincoln Highway travels through three towns in Boone
County: Boone, Ogden, and Beaver.

Archaeological, Natural, Recreational, and
Scenic Intrinsic Qualities
Background

The Boone County Historical Center has a display of the
Boone County Woodland period burial mound excavated
in April, 1908. The mound was located south of the Kate
Shelley Memorial High Bridge near the Des Moines River.
The excavation was under the direction of the State His-
torical Society of lowa and consisted of ten men with two
teams of horses. The mound contained various potshards
(pottery fragments), stone tools, fresh water mussels,
animal bones, and human skeletal remains. After exam-
ination of the site, it was covered over and the surface
left for cultivation. The Office of the State Archeologist
re-interred the human remains.

Boone County Historical Center also has a display of a
mammoth tusk from 12,000-8,000 years ago and arrow-
heads and stone tools from the Archaic Period 8,000-
2,500 years ago. The Woodland Period (2,500-1,000 years
ago) display shows pottery, stone tools, and spears. The
Oneota Period (1,000- 400 years ago) is represented with
arrowheads and seeds for the corn, beans, squash they
raised. The three crops were known as the “Three Sisters
of Life.”

The Ledges State Park, to the south of the Lincoln High-
way near Luther, has archaeological evidence dating back
4,000 years ago. At the time of European settlement west
of the Mississippi, Sac and Fox (now called Meskwaki) and
Sioux inhabited this area along the Des Moines River. Na-
tive American Mounds can be found in the vicinity.

In 1835, the U.S. Government authorized the formation of

“Dragoons,” forerunners of the U.S. Calvary. Their name
comes from “dragon,” a short bored musket carried by
these lightly armed infantry. Their mission was to trace
the Des Moines River from Fort Des Moines to southeastern
Minnesota and note the pertinent flora and fauna. They
found wild strawberries, buffalo, deer, turkey, grouse,
ducks, and prairie chickens. Today, the 200-mile trail is
marked by the lowa DOT with “Dragoon Trail” signage.
John Fitzsimmons’, LHA co-president, home is located at
the Dragoon Trail waystation site.

Capt. Nathaniel Boone, youngest son of Daniel Boone
was the commander of Company H camped near Mineral
Ridge, now Boone County. The county was named for him
and the county seat established in Boonesboro, now west-
ern Boone. The railroad stop of Boone Station was a mile
and a half to the east and a town quickly grew up around
it. This community was incorporated at first as “Montana”
later became “Boone”. The towns of Boonesboro and
Boone eventually merged into one, called Boone.

Stagecoach lines came through in 1854 with a route from
Des Moines to Fort Dodge. There were two stops in Boone
County-Boonesboro and Belle Pointe. This allowed for mail
and passenger travel to help spur growth in the county.

Boone County and Nature

The Monarch Migration Path runs in the spring through
Boone and counties to the west. In the fall, Monarchs
travel from Wisconsin into eastern lowa before heading to
Mexico for the winter. Boone County is in the flight pat-
tern for both spring and fall migration for the American
White Pelican. They follow a path along the Des Moines
River Valley to Des Moines and then south through either
Saint Louis or Kansas City.

Cicadas, Brood lll, emerged in 2014 in Boone County and
lowa. They are on a 17 year life-cycle, and are predict-
ed to return in 2031. There are 3,390 species of cicadas
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(sometimes referred to as locusts) in the world. They sub-
sist off sap in plant roots and the males use their cel-
lophane wings to make an incessant mating call for six
weeks. It can be as loud as 40 decibels, like the sound of
a lawnmower, and as many as 40,000 can be in one tree.

Wildlife/Natural Areas

Don Williams Recreation Area, 610 H Ave., is 598 acres
with a 160-acre manmade lake. The dam was created in
1964 and the first water flowed over it in 1967. Major fish
species are Largemouth Bass, Bluegill, Channel Catfish,
Crappie, and minor species are Walleye and Tiger Musky.
There are boat ramps, no wakeboarding, a bait house,
camping, electricity, drinking water, two shower hous-
es and flush toilets, picnicking, hiking trails, swimming,
nine-hole golf course and clubhouse with dining in the
clubhouse, another restaurant, dump station, and facili-
ties for handicapped (42.1082377,-94.0404243).

lowa Arboretum, 1875 Peach St., near Madrid is on 378
acres and called the “Library of Living Plants.” It has dis-
plays of hundreds of species of trees, shrubs and flowering
plants that can be grown in lowa and offers scenic na-
ture trails, a meeting room, and modern restrooms. Open
sunrise to sunset, daily. Guided tours by appointment
(41.9381709,-93.8687861).

Ledges State Park, 1515 P Ave., Madrid, (41.9921878,
-93.8759676) is 1200 acres managed by the DNR and
has picnic areas, hiking trails, stream fishing, a scenic
overlook, camping sites (40 with electricity), and allows
snowmobiling. Canyon Drive, winding through the park,
allows motorists to crosses low streams without bridges.
It became one of the first lowa State Parks in 1924. Some
park facilities were created by the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) in the 1930s using native timber and field
stone. Examples are the arch stone bridge, shelter in Oak
Woods, stone trail steps, and the stone shelter in the Low-
er Ledges.

The High Trestle Trail near Madrid is a ten feet wide
concrete trail for bikes, walkers, and runners. Running
parallel is a 10-15 foot wide surface trail for horseback
riding. Flat Iron Lounge is located on the trail. Trailside
Rentals rent out two-wheel bikes, tandems, trikes, kids
bikes, recumbent bike or wheelchairs by the hour. Oth-
er trailheads are in Ankeny, Sheldahl, Slater, and Wood-
ward. Parking at the Madrid trail head is at Dalander Park
(41.8740577,-93.8150387).

Lakes, Rivers, and Ponds
The Des Moines River travels through Boone.

Beaver Creek runs outside of Ogden. Don Williams Lake is
north of Ogden (42.1199818,-94.029032).
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Entrance to Ledges State Park

Other Locations of Note

e The 4-H Center, at 1991 Peach Ave. near Madrid, was

started in 1949 by the 4-H Foundation. It is 1100 acres
of woodlands, meadows, wetlands, and fields in the
scenic Des Moines River Valley. Deer, wild turkey, rac-
coons, migratory waterfowl, and other birds call this
area home (41.9267513,-93.8633466).

e Camp Hantesa, 1450 Oriole Rd., (means “Red Cedars”)

is a Camp Fire camp located at the north gates of the
Ledges State Park. It began in 1919 and offers day
camps, family camps, and equestrian camps.

o Camp Mitigwa, 1820 Magnolia Rd., near Woodward, is

450 acres of rolling river valley land used by the Boy
Scouts of America. It has a rappelling tower, swimming
pool, campsites, and dining hall.

o Camp Sacajawea, 638 L Ave., is a 430-acre Girl Scout

Camp with wooded ravines, just northeast of Boone.

o Dickcissel Recreation Area, 1701-1799 219th St., 38

acres, has a five-acre pond and picnicking. Named for
the small sparrow-like Dickcissel, a seed-eating bird
of the prairie grasslands (42.0369554,-93.8177328).

o Dogwood Access, on 290th St., west of Madrid, man-

aged by CORPS, with a boat ramp.

e Harrier Marsh, 423 acres managed by the NR, USF

&WS with marsh and upland areas. Hunting allowed
and home to waterfowl and pheasants (42.0306409,
-94.0329983).

e Holst Forest Area, 170th St. and Kale Rd., is 313 acres,

managed by the DNR, has a forest area with hunt-
ing allowed. It is home to squirrel, deer, and rabbit
(42.0369554,-93.8177328).

e Long Refuge, 40 acres managed by the DNR with

a forest area. Good for bird watching, no hunting
(41.9486,-93.83912).

¢ McCoy Wildlife Area (near Luther), 435 acres managed

by the DNR with upland and timber areas. Open to
hunting and home to squirrel, deer, rabbit, and turkey
(41.9749842,-93.8835611).

o Riverbend Access, 216th Dr., Boone, managed by
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CORPS, with a boat ramp.

o Saylorville Wildlife Area, between Hwy 30 and E52, SW
of Boone (portions are in Dallas and Polk County), is
10,904 acres managed by the DNR. It has timber and
upland areas, a reservoir and is home to squirrel, deer,
pheasant, waterfowl, rabbit, and turkeys.

e Sportsman Access, Magnolia Rd. and 290th St., north
of Woodward, managed by CORPS, with a boat ramp.

Other Recreational Opportunities

o Boone Speedway, 1481 223rd PL., has sanctioned mod-
ified, stock car, hobby stock and non-sanctioned dwarf
car races on a dirt track. The Grandstand seats 5,000
people.

e Cedar Pointe Golf Course, 601 S. Cedar St. is an 18-
hole championship course. The front 9 is 100 years old
with the back 9 being added later.

e Honey Creek Golf Club, 1323 Noble Lynx Dr., is an 18-
hole championship course with bent grass fairways that
are prairie grass rough. Colorful and mature trees and
views of the Ledges State Park surround the course.

e« Seven Oaks Recreation, 1086 222nd Dr., is south of
the Lincoln Highway, just off new Highway 30. It of-
fers snowskiing, snowboarding, snowtubing, paintball,
canoeing, kayaking, tube floats, tent camping, hiking,
and mountain bike rentals.

Scenic Views

The view from the Kate Shelley Bridge overlooking the
Des Moines River Valley is among the best in lowa. Travel-
ers on the Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad as it crosses
the 156 foot tall Bass Point Creek High Bridge get up-close
views of the Valley and the wildlife who call it home.
Deer, turkeys, and eagles are often seen.

Visitors to the Ledges State Park will enjoy the beauty of
the canyons and bluffs as well as the scenic overlook in
the park.

Historical and Cultural Intrinsic Qualities
Buildings and Objects of Note

o Kate Shelley High Bridge is the highest double track
railroad bridge in the U.S., just three miles west
of Boone. It is 185 feet above the Des Moines River,
with a length of 2,685 feet and named for Kate Shel-
ley, who as a 15 year old crawled across the tracks
to warn an oncoming train that a bridge has washed
out on a stormy night in 1881. The bridge she crawled
across was replaced in 1900 with a new iron bridge,
but its length and height are the same as the original
(42.0593212,-93.9693673).

e Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad’s line first started
out as a line to Fraser to transport coal. It was later
electrified with a power plant at Fraser. The Interur-
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ban, as the electric line was known, thrived for quite
a while until 1954, when flood water inundated the
Fraser power plant. The electric capabilities were re-
moved and diesel engine purchased instead. In 1968,
the Chicago Northwestern bought the line and quick-
ly discontinued it. A “Boone Railroad Society” was
formed, purchased the line and gave their first rides
in 1983. Today at 225 10th St., they offer picnic train
rides, dinner rides, and group rides over breathtak-
ing views of the Des Moines River Valley. The line also
serves the industrial area to the east of town. The Chi-
cago Northwestern drops cars for them to transport
to businesses and back again to the C&NW. The BSVRR
has steam, electric, and diesel engines they use.

The James H. Andrew Railroad Museum, 225 10th St.,

has a large collection of memorabilia, a theater, and

research library. The Museum is named for Mr. Andrew,
who served as a quartermaster in the U.S. Army and
was involved in shipping military supplies by rail. When
he retired, he amassed a large collection of items.

Some of the items on sale are track equipment, toy

trains, dining room china, passenger train timetables,

lanterns, and more.

Boone Historical Society and Museums has four proper-

ties they oversee:

e Boone County Museum, in the former Champion
Memorial Masonic Temple at 602 Story St., has dis-
plays with Indian artifacts, Kate Shelley and the
railroad, as well as wildlife and fish dioramas. The
building was built in 1907.

o Kate Shelley Memorial Park and Railroad Museum,
outside of Moingona, a depot marks the spot where
Kate arrived on that night when she saved a train.
A video about Kate can be viewed inside the period
depot, furnished as it would have been that fate-
ful night. There are also hiking trails in the park
(42.016609.-93.9371511).

e Hickory Grove School is located at the corner of
Lincoln Highway and J Ave., just west of the Battin
Chapel Church complex. It was built in 1889 and

Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad
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Hickory Grove School (left) and the Mamie Dowd Eisenhower Birthplace
are two of the historic sites managed by the Boone Historical Society

operated until 1956. Located at the Don Williams
Recreation Area initially, it was moved to its pres-
ent location in 2006 (42.0377595,-93.9891203).

e« Mamie Dowd Eisenhower Birthplace, 709 Carroll
St., is where the former first lady (wife of Pres-
ident Dwight D. Eisenhower) was born in 1896.
She and her family moved to Cedar Rapids when
she was an infant and later to Colorado. She nev-
er lost touch with her extended family in Boone.
The home was moved across the street in 1975 to
save it from being demolished by concerned citi-
zens who restored it. The property has a detached
summer kitchen and carriage house.

e A 1921 Sears and Roebuck Kit home was built in Boone.

The Sears Starlight was the most popular style and was
available through a catalog purchase. The design of-
fered two bedrooms, a kitchen, living room, pantry,
dining room, and front porch. Buyers could pick op-
tions of with or without a bathroom. Another Sears
house was moved from Beaver to Ogden near the roller
rink.

e Legend has it that other buildings were moved around

such as the Marion Street gas station moved to E26 and
a depot moved to Boone from Berkeley.

e Madrid Mining Museum, 1090 W. 2nd St., has a life-

size replica of a portion of a coal mine and a scale
model of one of the area coal mines. The towns of
Boonehill, Fraser, Moingona, and Madrid were known
for their coal mines. Eventually they were all tapped
out, causing the towns of Boonehill, and Fraser to dis-
appear. On Highway 17 in Madrid, there is a statue of a
coal miner. (41.8747874,-93.8156773). Madrid is the
oldest town in Boone County.

e The town of Beaver is almost a ghost town as it is the

last town in Boone County on the Lincoln Highway. It
has one functional business, the grain elevator, and
a population of 48 in 2010. The remains of “Spark’s
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Garage” can be seen.

e The lowa Barn Foundation Tour once stopped at the

Good Barn at 787 210th St. Legend has it the owner,
C.G. Good, bought the world-famous Belgian horse at
the 1915 World’s Fair for $47,000. He was used as a
service stud and when he died, Good (following a Eu-
ropean custom) had him buried in the stall of the stud
barn, standing up. It took several men several days to
dig the grave (42.0492312,-94.0191331).

Cultural Groups

Boone, being a railroad town, saw and still sees its share
of hobos riding the rails. Hobos often make camp where
ever they can and make “hobo stew” in large barrels.
Whatever the group has to offer is added to the stew for
everyone to enjoy. They have their own language and
leave trail markers for others to know which businesses
and homes will offer them food or shelter.

Between 1910 and 1945, Italians and Croatians immigrat-
ed to the Madrid area to work in the coal mines. Another
coal mining town, Fraser, had a large African American
population who worked in the mines and the town had a
larger population than Boone.

Development of the Lincoln Highway in Boone County
In 1929, as the city of Ogden was paving their portion of
the Lincoln Highway through their main street, someone
stepped in to the wet concrete.

From George Franza’s book,

“Realizing the mix was still fluid, he hesitated, then pro-
ceeded across the paving as fast as he could, and proba-
bly ducked into a saloon before anyone caught onto what

he’d done.”

These foot prints were filled in with a different mix as

1921 Sears Catalog House
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to not cause accidents to
motor or foot traffic. They
are still visible, but fading.
Repairs and resurfacing to
the street have occurred
over the years, but stopped
short of covering the foot
prints.

Recently, a long-time cit-
izen stepped forward and
said he had created those
footprints in his youth, but
told no one because he did
not want to get in trouble.
The city has salvaged the
footprints to place them
in a public park for all to
enjoy for years to come.
The street was repaved in
2016.

The famous Ogden footprints

Wineries and Breweries

Snus Hill Winery, north of Madrid at 2183 320th St.,
was begun in 1999 and now creates 18 wines. There is
a large banquet room with a dance floor (41.8926074,
-93.7400444).

Events

Pufferbilly Days are held in September in Boone. “Puffer-
billy” is a slang term for a small old-time steam engine.
Boone is a railroad town and they pay homage to their
railroad history. The festivities include a quilt show, craft
fair, motorcycle show, fireworks, bands, food stands and
much more.

The Farm Progress Show is a biannual event with over
500 farm related exhibitors. It is the largest outdoor logo
event with field demonstration, manufacturers, and sup-
pliers. The 100-acre site at the junctions of Highway 30
and 17 also houses the Central lowa Expo Center.

Stratford Bluegrass Festival (not on the Lincoln Highway)
is held in July in the Stratford City Park. Groups perform,
but jamming welcomed.

Colleges and Universities

Des Moines Area Community College (DMACC) began in the
Des Moines Metro in 1966 and built its main campus in
Ankeny in 1968. By 1969, it expanded with its campus in
Boone when the college bought the Boone Junior College.
Expansion continued with the Urban campus in 1973, Car-
roll Campus in 1979, Newton Campus in 1993, and West
Campus in 2001. The college has grown as a response to
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the 21st Century renaissance of interest in career and I
technology degrees.

New Technology along the Lincoln Highway

Wind turbines are allowed in Boone County, but ordinanc-
es limit the height and power for land less than one acre.

Famous People along the Lincoln Highway

Mamie Geneva Doud Eisehnhower, born in 1896, mar-
ried Dwight D. Eisenhower at the age of 19. They moved
around frequently between military postings. She served
as First Lady 1953-1961 when Dwight was elected Presi-
dent of the United States.

John “Hard Rock Kid” Mislen, hobo, was a five-time Hobo
King at Hobo Days in Britt, lowa. He lived in New Hamp-
ton, but died on his annual trek through Ogden on his way
to the celebration. He is buried in Ogden. Over 150 peo-
ple attended his funeral including Fry Pan Jack, Sparky
Smith, and Virginia Slim.

First Lady Mamie Doud Eisenhower and John “Hard Rock Kid” Mislen
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National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

County City Name Location
Boone Boone Barkley, Alonzo J. and Flora, 326 Boone St.
House
Boone Ogden Beaver Creek Bridge 210th St. over Beaver Cr.
Boone Madrid Big Creek Bridge 2110 300th St. over Big Cr.
Boone Madrid Big Creek Bridge 2 2130 320th St. over Big Cr.
Boone Boone Boone Bridge Old US 30 over Des Moines R.
Boone Boone Boone Bridge 2 1000 200th St. over Des Moines
R.
Boone Boone Boone County Courthouse N. State and W. 2nd Sts.
Boone Boone Boone Viaduct W. of Boone
Boone Madrid Cassel, Carl and Ulrika Daland- 415 W. 2nd St.
er, House
Boone Boone Champlin Memorial Masonic 602 Story St.
Temple
Boone Boone Ericson Public Library 702 Greene St.
Boone Boone First National Bank 8th and Story Sts.
Boone Boone Herman, John H., House 711 S. Story St.
Boone Boone Perrigo-Holmes House 721 Carroll St.
Boone Boone Riekenberg, J. H., House 310 N. Tama St.
Boone Ridgeport Squaw Creek Bridge 120th St. and V Ave. over
Squaw Cr.
Boone Ridgeport Squaw Creek Bridge 2 110th St. and V Ave. over
Squaw Cr.
Boone Boone Stoll Building Works 824 Allen St.
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Boone County Natural, Recreational, and Scenic Points of Interest |
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17-19 Landscape Character, Boone County

Boone County
10 Camp Hantesa, Boone County
11 Honey Creek Golf Club, Boone
12 Boone Speedway, Boone
13 McHose Park, Boone
14 Cedar Pointe Golf Course, Boone
15 Industrial Views, Boone

20 Suburban Views, Boone County
21 Camp Mitigwa, Woodward

22 Sportsman Access, Boone County
23 lowa Arboretum, Madrid

24 4-H Center, Madrid I

25 Dogwood Access, Madrid

26 High Trestle Trail, Madrid I
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Boone County Cultural
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Boone County Cultural
and Historical Points of Interest

1 Marsh Arch (Rainbow) Bridge, Beaver

2 Beaver Post Office, Beaver

3 Spark’s Garage, Beaver

4 “L” Bridge, Boone County

5-6 Architectural Character, Ogden

7 The Good Barn, Ogden

8 Boy Scout Marker Moved from Unknown

Location, Ogden

9 Concrete Curbing, Ogden

10 Hobo John “Hard Rock Kid” Burial Site

11 Footprints in Concrete (Partially Removed
for Installation in a Park), Ogden

12 Old Standard Station, Ogden

13 Former Motorcourt, Ogden

14 Former Maid Rite, Ogden

15 Historic Downtown, Ogden

16 Residential Character, Ogden

17 Burma Shave Signs, Ogden

18 Battin Chapel Complex, Ogden

19 Hickory Grove School, Ogden

20 Architectural Character, Boone County

21 Camelback Bridge, Boone County

22 Kate Shelley High Bridge, Boone County

23 Danger Hill, Boone County

24 Abandoned Route with Bridges, Boone
County

25 Des Moines River Bridge, Boone County

26 Abandoned Route and Rose Ferry Bridge
Remains, Boone

27 Kate Shelley Railroad Depot, Boone

28 “Biggest Tree” in Boone County, Boone

29 Honey Creek Bridge Site, Boone

30 Restored Brick Standalone Station and
“Standard Gas” Sign, Boone County

31 Milton Lott’s Grave Site, Boone County

32 Boom Town lowa (John Fitzsimmon’s Museum
of Old Mining Bldgs), Boone County

33 Sacred Heart Cemetery (Kate Shelley Grave
Site), Boone

34 Abandoned Route, Boone

35 Lincoln Highway Sign, Boone

36 Shale Pile (On Private Property, May Be Seen
from Mamie Eisenhower Ave), Boone

37 Canopy Gas Station, Boone

38 Lincoln Highway Boy Scout Marker, Boone

39 Boone County Courthouse, Boone

40 32nd Infantry Monument, Boone

41 Freedom Rock (At Courthouse), Boone

42 Industrial Architecture, Boone

43 Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad and James
H. Andrew Railroad Museum, Boone

44 Former Capri Motel, Boone

45 Former Don and Ray’s Body Shop, Boone

46 Former Small Gas Station, Boone

47 Lincoln Highway Marker, Boone

48 Hotel Buildings, Boone

49 Kruck Plumbing, Boone

50 Boone Railroad Depot, Boone

51 Stoll Bottling Works, Boone

52 Barkley House Bed and Breakfast, Boone

53 J.H. Riekenberg House, Boone

54 Boone History Center, Boone

55 First National Bank, Boone

56 Ericson Public Library, Boone

57 Mamie Doud Eisenhower Birthplace, Boone

58 Perrigo-Holmes House, Boone

59 lowa Suffragist Parade Marker, Boone

60 J.B. McHose Historic Home B&B, Boone

61 Former Mondt Hotel, Boone

62 Former Livery Stable, Boone

63 Boone Valley Brewing Company, Boone

64 Linwood Park Cemetery, Boone

65 John H. Herman House, Boone

66 Theodore Roosevelt Statue, Boone

67 Former Machine and Welding Shop, Boone

68 Topper Motel, Boone

69 Lincoln Highway Marker, Boone

70 Former Green Gables Cabin Site, Boone

71 Boone Grain Elevators, Boone County

72-77 Concrete Culvert, Boone County

78 High Trestle Trail Bridge, Madrid

79 Madrid Mining Museum, Madrid

80 Carl and Ulrika Dalander Cassel House,
Madrid

81 Madrid History & Clay Castle, Madrid

82 The Filling Station (Former Gas Station),
Madrid

83 Big Creek Bridge (2), Boone County

84 Snus Hill Vineyard & Winery (and Old Corn
Crib), Madrid
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Boone County Amenities
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Lincoln Highway Informational . Restaurant

0 1.2525 5 7.5 10 @ Gas Station ® lodging Retail

1 Lincoln Highway Conservation 8 Barkely House Bed and 14 Van Hemert’s Dutch 19 La Carreta, Boone
Interpretive Panel, Ogden Breakfast, Boone Oven Bakery, Boone 20 The Colorado Grill,

2 Clark’s Grocery Store, Ogden 9 J.B. McHose Historic House 15 Boone Valley Brewing Boone

3 Lucky Pig Pub & Grill, Ogden B&B, Boone Company, Boone 21 Super 8, Boone

4 Casey’s General Store, Ogden 10 Belluci Pizza House, Boone 16 The Good News Room 22 Baymont Inn &

5 Shell, Boone 11 Jimmy’s Barbeque Pit, Boone Coffee Shop, Boone Suites, Boone

6 Adobe Lounge, Boone 12 Whistle Stop Café, Boone 17 Shell, Boone 23 The Filling Station,

7 Casey’s General Store, Boone 13 Tic Toc Italian Trattoria, Boone 18 American Inn, Boone Madrid
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Subsection 11: Greene County

The Lincoln Highway travels through four communities in
Greene County: Grand Junction, Jefferson, Scranton, and
Ralston.

Archaeological, Natural, Recreational, and
Scenic Intrinsic Qualities
Background

As with other central lowa counties, Greene County has
its share of Native American artifacts in its museum as
the Raccoon River and in the surrounding area were used
for camps and transportation. Indian mounds are located
around the county as well. There are ten pioneer ceme-
teries cared for by the Greene County Pioneer Cemetery
Commission, with restoration beginning in 1990. Some of
the cemeteries are in the middle of fields and not always
accessible to the public.

Early settlers found coal in the southern part of the coun-
ty near Rippey and Angus, neither on the Lincoln High-
way. Keystone Coal Company opened two mines in An-
gus between 1878 and 1887. By 1887, some of the mines
were tapped out. Keystone developed new mines south
of Rippey and continued them on into the 20th Century.
Keystone was joined by Snake Creek Coal Company and
Buckeye Cola Company.

Sand and gravel was mined, mostly along the Raccoon Riv-
er Valley and used for local roads. The railroad operated
a pit for several years until the turn of the century. Spring
Lake formed in that pit and is now used for fishing.

Many creeks and rivers travel through Greene County. The
largest is the Raccoon River. Others are: East and West
Beaver Creek, Hardin Creek, and Otter Creek.

The land in Greene County was found good for farming,
once the wetlands were drained. Under lowa code, drain-
age ditches were created and are under the control of

the Board of Supervisors unless the trustees of the district
have elected their own trustees. The districts must main-
tain the original capacity and landowners, not the county,
owns and pays for all maintenance and repairs. Indepen-
dent contractors hired by the trustees perform the work
and bill the district.

Greene County land scores a 76.4 in the Corn Suitability
Rating, which is the 5th highest county in lowa. This is
an indicator of the suitability of the soil for row crops. A
map of lowa CSR ratings can be found in Appendix H.

Wildlife and Natural Areas

o Bristol Wildlife Area is 120 acres with hunting (in
season) and home to waterfowl and pheasants
(42.042431,-94.474798).

o Daubendiek Park, on W. Russell, on the west side of
Jefferson, just west of the waste water treatment
plant, has a .66 mile walking and hiking trail placed in
a natural setting of prairie grasses and wildflowers. It
has a shelter house, restrooms, and a jetty for fishing.
(42.0053471.-94.389237).

e Dunbar Slough Wildlife Management Area, three miles
SW of Scranton, is 2,135 acres of shallow marsh and
prairie. It is home to waterfowl, rabbit, and dove
(41.9873858,-94.6079293).

e Goose Lake Wildlife Management Area is 464 acres of
shallow marsh land and home to pheasants, water-
fowl, and rabbits (42.1138201,-94.6079293).

e Hyde Park is 57 acres along the North Raccoon Riv-
er that is mostly forested. It has 28 electric camping
sites and unlimited primitive sites as well as a con-
crete boat ramp, fishing riffle, sledding hill, and shel-
ter house (42.1127559,-94.5040019).

e McMahon Access is 261 acres of timber with stream
fishing, boat ramp, hunting, shooting range, historic
site, and facilities for handicapped. Hunting is allowed
(in season) and the area is home to squirrels, rabbits,
and deer (42.0297723,-94.504019).

e Perkins Prairie is 30 acres of remnant prairie, south-
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Dunbar Slough Wildlife Management Area

west of Jefferson near Seven Hills Park. Carroll Perkins
donated this land that is rare virgin prairie as 1/10
of 1% of prairie remains in lowa. A burn of the prai-
rie is done every other year and invasive species kept
out. Seed collection is done in the fall (41.992131,-
94.396998).

Pound Pits Wildlife Area is three miles north of Grand
Junction on Hwy 144. It is 155 acres of timber/brush,
wetlands, and crop ground. It is home to pheasants,
waterfowl, small game, fur bearers, and deer. Butter-
ick Creek runs through the wildlife area and there are
five former gravel pits with variety of species for fish-
ing (42.0710351,-94.242412).

Spring Lake Park near Grand Junction is 240 acres with
camping, electricity, drinking water, showers, flush
and pit toilets, picnicking, hiking trails, swimming
beach, 50-acre pond fishing, boat ramp, baseball di-
amonds, and winter sports (42.070515.-94.2918279).
The Thomas Jefferson Gardens are located just off the
square in Jefferson, lowa. It was created to connect
and honor agriculture, education, and the accomplish-
ments of Thomas Jefferson with Green County.

Tipton Prairie, a remnant prairie, is owned by Greene
County Conservation and located on E 57 and P Ave.,
between Cooper and Rippey. It is named for a nearby
neighbor. The four-acre prairie with its assemblage of
grasses, flowers, insects, birds, and soil organisms has
been there for 7,000 years. It is maintained through
burning, mowing sumac, and holding back trees
(41.92690,-94.33890).

The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan

Other Locations of Note

Deal’s  Orchard,
1102 244th St., is
a third-generation
apple orchard with
45 acres of trees
and 25 variations
of apples. Oth-
er fresh produce
such as cherries,
tomatoes, sweet
corn and pump-
kins is available. Every

year 25,000-30,000 gallons of apple cider is produced
and sold by the Orchard. Located three miles west of
the Lincoln Highway and "4 mile south (42.0025216,
-94.4317851).

Finn Pond is 56 acres, managed by the DNR, is a nat-
ural marsh and upland that allows hunting (in season)
and is home to waterfowl, rabbits, and pheasants.
(42.0320859,-94.4214739).

Snake Creek Marsh, P46 & W Ave., is 480 acres man-
aged by the DNR with marsh and upland. It is home
to waterfowl, pheasants, and rabbits (41.9707431,
-94.21375313).

Squirrel Hollow Wildlife Area is 147 acres with hik-
ing trails, stream fishing, canoeing, hunting, and a
Works Progress Administration (WPA) building site
(41.9492618,-94.2942989).

Waters Wildlife Area is 40 acres with hiking and stream
fishing (42.029612,-94.300192).

Deal’s Orchard

Other Recreational Opportunities

Henderson Park is 39 acres with camping, electrici-
ty, drinking water, pit toilets, picnicking, hiking
trails, stream fishing, and a boat ramp (42.0022127,
-94.2817426).

Hill Golf Course at 1949 220th St. in Grand Junction is
a nine-hole public course with a driving range.
Jefferson Community Golf Course, 501 Greenwood
Rd., has nine holes, a putting green, and clubhouse. It
has a slope of 119 and a rating of 69.

The Jefferson Municipal Pool is open seasonally at 710
Maple St.

Lakeside Golf Club, 1896 205th St., is a public golf
course with nine holes, a slope of 118, and a rating of
35.3.

Raccoon River canoe access can be found at Hyde

Lakes/Ponds Park, Brown Bridge, McMahon Access, Henderson Park,
Squirrel Hollow, and Adkins Bridge. The Jefferson Parks
and Rec Department rents out canoes.

Raccoon River Valley Trail is 145 acres that covers 12
miles of converted railroad right-of-way. The trail of-
fers hiking and biking from Jefferson into Dallas Coun-

ty (42.015303,-94.368132).

Spring Lake was created by an abandoned railroad gravel

pit as it filled naturally (42.070515,-94.2940166). The -
Raccoon River system, East and West Beaver creek, Har-

din Creek, and Otter Creek run through Greene County.
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o Seven Hills Park is an 80-acre sledding park with elec-
tricity, drinking water, pit toilets, picnicking, hiking
trails, stream fishing, canoeing, hunting, and a historic
site (42.002404,-94.383967).

o Spare Time Lanes and Lounge is a bowling alley at 701
S. 10th St. in Jefferson that offers open and league
bowling.

o Squirrel Hollow Park is the second oldest county park
in lowa and is listed on the National Register of Histor-
ic Places. The 56 acres has camping, electricity, drink-
ing water, pit toilets, picnicking, hiking trails, stream
fishing, boat ramp, and baseball diamonds. The focal
point is the rock built shelter house on a bluff over-
looking the Raccoon River (41.94927,-94.2899215).

e One of the newest additions to Greene County is the
Wild Rose Casino and Resort at the intersection of Hwy
30 and Hwy 4. It features Lucky’s Bar, Coaches Corner
(restaurant), Cobblestone Hotel, and an lowa Store.

e The Grand Junction Swimming Pool, 9th St., is a 50
year old facility with a baby pool, diving board, and a
water slide.

e Misty Lanes in Grand Junction is a bowling alley estab-
lished in 1981, located at 208 Main St. East.

Scenic Views

The view from the Mahanay Bell Tower is spectacular. On
a clear day, you can see five to six counties and the Lin-
coln Highway travels as a ribbon in both east and west
directions across the countryside. Another feature that
can only be viewed from the tower is the rooftop art that
has been placed on several downtown buildings.

lowa agricultural land offers many scenic views of the
geometric patterns made with row crops and undulating
hills. As the seasons change, so do the colors. The fresh
green of late spring as crops and grasses spring to life are
changed to golden yellows in the fall when the same crops

Rooftop art (left) can be seen from atop the Mahanay Bell Tower

mature and are ready for harvest. The brilliant white of
winter snow changes the landscape yet again.

Historical and Cultural Intrinsic Qualities
Buildings and Objects of Note
Grand Junction

e Grand Junction has the Higgins Museum, the Kenne-
dy Museum, and a Fire Department Museum, 107 Main
St., all open by appointment only.

e The Greene County Lincoln Highway Museum, 201 Main
St., is in downtown Grand Junction on the Lincoln
Highway and is in the Watts building. It features many
items from the first transcontinental road. On the east
side of the building is a garden made in the shape of
the United States with many plantings and garden art.

e The Watts Home, 1100 E. Main St., Grand Junction,
was built in 1910 by a very successful business family,
the Watts. The three-story building with 3,285 square
feet of living was built on three acres of well-groomed
land. It looked like a palace and had a carriage house,
later converted to a rental residence. In 2011, it was
sold at auction and the new owners hope to bring it
back to its former glory.

Jefferson

e Abraham Lincoln Statue, 114 N. Chestnut, was given as
a gift in 1918 from local resident E.B. Wilson to honor
the first transcontinental highway across the nation.
The Lincoln Highway travels directly in front of the
statue outside the Greene County Courthouse.

e The A&W in Jefferson will be moving to a new loca-
tion in 2016, but the original style building’s fate is
unknown.

e The Deep Rock Gas Station, E. Lincolnway and S. Cedar
St, Jefferson, has been restored.

e The Gallup House, 703 S. Chestnut, was built in the
1900s and is an octagon-shaped boyhood home of
George Gallop. It is on the National Register of Historic
Places. It has been restored and is used for meetings
and retreats.

e The Greene County Courthouse at 114 N. Chestnut was
built in 1917 and has a domed rotunda with a stained
glass ceiling. Offices are accessed through archways of
marble that frame murals depicting the “progress of
civilization as recorded in lowa.”

e Greene County Historical Museum, at 219 E. Lincoln
Way, houses information and historical items relating
to the history of Greene County starting with the first
settlers in 1849.

o Jefferson Public Library, 200 W. Lincolnway, is a 1903
Carnegie Library.

e The Lincoln Hotel, 117 E. Lincolnway, is near the
square as is the former Lincoln Theater, 101 N. Chest-
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nut, now housing the All
Abilities Bike Shop.
Mahanay Bell Tower, 100
E. Lincolnway, is a 168-
foot tower built with 14
bells cast at world-fa-
mous Pettit and Frit-
zen Bell Foundry in the
Netherlands. Mr. Floyd
Mahanay had seen such
a tower in Florida and
wished to replicate it
in Jefferson, lowa. The
tower was dedicated in
1966. A glass elevator
rises up the 14 stories
(120 feet) to the en-
closed observation deck.
On a clear day you can see five to six counties. It is
open May-September and is located on the southwest
corner of the Greene County Courthouse Plaza.

The Milwaukee Depot, E. Lincolnway, is on the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places and serves as the trail-
head for the Raccoon River valley Trail. It is a restored
depot with tourist information, Greene County arti-
sans and craft displays, railroad memorabilia, picnic
tables, gardens, and public restrooms (42.0151668,
-94.3702592).

Post offices were also used to display art through mu-
rals. The Jefferson Post office, 106 W. Harrison, has a
mural done in 1938 called The New Calf by Tom Sav-
age.

RVP ~1875, 115 S. Wilson Ave., is one block south of
the Square in Jefferson. Robby Pedersen, Master Fur-
niture Maker, builds period furniture using only hand
tools, techniques and finishes from that time period.
His living history museum showcases over 100 of Rob-
by’s creations and the largest collection of hand tools.
Tours, hands-on programs, and weekend workshops
are available.

Sally’s Alley, east of 111 E. Lincolnway, is a quaint pock-
et park near the downtown square. It has a wrought
iron railing and bronze plaque, bench, plantings, and
a “little library” (42.015287,-94.3741175).

The Telephone Museum, 105 W. Harrison St., is one
block south of the square in the basement of the Jef-
ferson Telecom building. It is one of the first museums
ever dedicated to telephone preservation.

Trailside Lodging offers two locations for a traveler
along the 89-mile Raccoon River Valley Trail to stay.
One is called the Old Lincolnway Hotel, 502 E. Lincol-
nway, and the other Little House on Russell.

War Memorial Tank is located across the street from
the Milwaukee Railroad depot and the Raccoon River
Valley Trailhead. The tank was donated by the Army
as a memorial to all land wars and was dedicated on
November, 1998 (42.015299,-94.3681603).

Abraham Lincoln statue outside
the Greene County courthouse
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Doreen Wilbur Statue, Lincolnway and Vine, is located
on the Lincoln Highway in Jefferson to honor her for
receiving a gold medal in the 1972 summer Olympics.
She placed first in the women’s section of the first
modern Olympics in Archery at the age of 42.

Scranton

The Eberle Gas Station on Highway 25, outside of
Scranton, is a good example of an early gas station.
Scranton Water

Tower, Madison and
Main, is the old-
est working water
tower in lowa and
the ninth oldest in
the U.S. It holds
48,000 gallons and
is 148 feet high.
In February 1907,
water mains froze
and men decided
to light a fire under
the tower to melt
the ice away. The
fire got out of con-
trol and men climbed

up to throw water down on the fire, only to fall inside
the tower. One man helped the others too weak to
grab the thrown rope. He lowered everyone down and
was deemed the town’s hero.

Scranton Water Tower

Greene County

There are four historic farm sites with historic barns in
Greene County:

McDonald Barn, 1756 F Ave., is actually has two his-
toric barns. The one built in 1876 was blown across
the road in a windstorm in 1898. Family picked up the
pieces and rebuilt it in 1903. It has 12x12 foot mortise
and peg boards (41.9712494,-94.6020235).

Marland Acres, 527 240th St. (E53) outside of Scran-
ton is on the south side of the Lincoln Highway. The
weathered barn built in in 1890 was put together with
wooden pegs (42.0083541.-94.5478345).

Ausberger Barn on Parkland Ave. is west of Grand Junc-
tion and east of Jefferson on P Ave. that curves into
Parkland Ave. It was built in 1906 and has a tenon and
mortise construction. The center portion is pegged
with a bridge truss system and a hay mow surrounds
three sides of the barn (42.088606,-94.334805).
Richards Barn at 2201 R Ave. is three miles south of
the Lincoln Highway and has a 1930s milking barn with
original stanchions and a drive-through hay mow. The
horse barn has original stalls and houses grain bins and
another haymow. The family is working on preserving
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the crib, machine shed and chicken house. The orig-
inal home, wash house, and cellar date back to 1874
(42.0367689,-94.3376857).

Cultural Groups

Early settlers created quilts using scrap material sewn to-
gether to create the coverings. Patterns were often very
intricate. Today, we pay homage to this skill by painting
quilt designs on barns. In Greene County, there are 20
such designs painted on a square frame over eight feet
in size and placed on agriculture buildings around Greene
County.

Greene County, like most lowa counties, is known for its
civic-minded citizens. In 1900, the President of the Cul-
ture Club, a woman’s society group, organized an “Art
and Loan Exhibit” fundraiser to help establish a library.
Funds from the Carnegie Foundation allowed for a build-
ing to be constructed in 1903 at 200 W. Lincolnway. In
1967, an addition greatly expanded the space for the col-
lection and renovations to the facility were done in 1990.

Grand Junction has recently built the New Grand Junction
Community Center with the help of Vision lowa funds. It
has an informal meeting room, small meeting room, large
meeting room, and large kitchen to be used for communi-
ty gatherings and events.

Greene County’s community-minded citizens in Jefferson
built the Greene County Community Center, 204 W. Har-
rison St. It houses basketball courts, racquetball courts,
100 meter walking track, an area for cardio and weight
classes, a classroom, and meeting rooms.

The City of Scranton has also created a community center
in a former school at 900 Eagle St. The gym has been re-
stored and a commercial kitchen and different size meet-
ing rooms were created in the former shop area and class-
rooms. A museum of memorabilia is in one classroom. The
City Clerk’s office and City Council meetings have been
moved to this center too.

Vineyards, Wineries, and Breweries

John 15 Vineyard at 343 180th St., Scranton also has con-
ference/event center, lodging, treehouse camping, 18-
hole Par 3 pitch and putt golf, besides the vineyard. They
produce grapes for jams and jellies, pies, grape juice, and
syrup; but do not sell grapes to wineries (42.092624,
-94.5874107).

Events
The Mahanay Bell Tower Festival is held every year in Jef-

ferson in early June. In 2016, the festival will celebrate 50
years. Activities include craft and food vendors, car show,
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free shows, beverage garden, nightly musical entertain- I
ment, and of course tours of the Mahanay Bell Tower.

Deal’s Orchard Fall Festival is held the second weekend
in October with live entertainment, food, and homemade
apple pies.

Development of the Lincoln Highway in Greene County

Greene County residents saw the need for paving the Lin-
coln Highway and in 1919 paved a 6 2 mile stretch on
either side of Jefferson. It was the first pavement in lowa
paid with Federal Aid money and the second paved sec-
tion of the Lincoln Highway in lowa. The first paved sec-
tion was the “seedling mile” in Linn County and that was
paid for by the Lincoln Highway Association.

With the many creeks and rivers in Greene County, it
meant several bridges were built for the Lincoln Highway.
Many of them still exist. After leaving Boone County, just
on the west side of Beaver, is the L-Bridge (42.049098,-
94.141557). Then to the west is the West Beaver Creek
Lincoln Highway Bridge, in the Lions’ Tree Club Park
(42.0326309,-94.2086684). It was built in 1915. The
Butterick Creek Bridge is next going west (42.015139,-
94.325280), followed by the Hardin Creek Bridge
(42.017929,-94.294317). The Tunnel Bridge and Eureka
Bridge (42.012031,-94.4292613) are at the Raccoon Riv-
er and the Union Pacific Railroad has a high trestle bridge
over the Raccoon River. The Skew Bridge (42.049059,-
94.620822) going over Otter Creek is near the Carroll
County line.

In 1921, James Moss installed two markers with busts of
Abraham Lincoln as a monument at the curve on E39 (Lin-
coln Highway) just north of Scranton. Mr. Moss was a deco-
rated veteran who lost a leg in the Civil War (42.048836,-
94.552115).

Greene County has many early Lincoln Highway-era build-
ings and businesses. Some are still intact like the Jan-
co Motel and Tanning, 902 US 30, in Grand Junction and
the Redwood Motel at 209 E. Gallup Rd. in Jefferson.
Grand Junction has two canopy gas stations and there
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are two in Jefferson. On
the west side of Grand
Junction is the remains
of the Star Motel, Camp
Cozy, and Dales Stan-
dard (42.0229441,-
94.2421715).

There is an original Lin-
coln Highway marker
installed by Boy Scouts
at the corner of Lincoln
Highway and Hwy 4 in
Jefferson and one in

Scranton at the gazebo  moss marker outside of Scranton on
on Main Street. the Lincoln Highway

When the a new Highway 30 route was created, deviating
from the original Lincoln Highway just outside of Grand
Junction, it left an odd-shaped piece of land with no ap-
parent purpose. The Lions Club created the Lion’s Club
Tree Park on it and planted many trees. The Lincoln High-
way Association added to the Park with many interpretive
panels and a parking area. From this park, you can see
three generations of the Lincoln Highway bridges cross-
ing the Beaver Creek. One bridge, to the north, is in a
field and owned by the Ausbergers. The railroad has its
own bridge and the current Lincoln Highway Bridge is just
to the south. Looking even further south, the new High-
way 30 travels yet over another bridge. In 2016, this last
bridge will be converted into a three-box culvert instead,
when the overpass that takes new Highway30 over the
Lincoln Highway is rebuilt. The lowa DOT will be using
Lincoln Highway elements and logo in this new overpass
design.

Colleges and Universities
There are no colleges or universities in Greene County.
New Technology along the Lincoln Highway

Hardin Hilltop Wind Farm was built in 2007 to the north of
Jefferson on Hwy 4 and was the first locally-owned wind
farm. Seven partners own seven turbines. lowa ranks sec-
ond in wind production (Texas being first), but is first in
the nation for share of energy derived from wind (20 per-
cent). The Junction Hilltop Wind Farm was built in 2012
with nine partners owning five turbines.

A solar power “farm” has been built in 2015 in Grand
Junction. Its 44 kw photovoltaic solar array is near the
waste water lagoon on the east edge of Grand Junction.
The power produced is being used by the new Grand Junc-
tion Community Center and help meet its goal to have
net-zero energy cost.
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Famous People along the Lincoln Highway

George Horace Gallop, former resident, was an Amer-
ican statistician and invented the Gallop poll, a suc-
cessful statistical method of survey sampling for mea-
suring public opinion.

Doreen Wilbur, born in 1930, was a gold medalist in
archery at the 1972 Summer Olympics.

Eva Leonard, a Ziegfeld Follies entertainer from Grand
Junction. Her parents owned a business along the Lin-
coln Highway.

Bryce Paup, born in 1968, was a football player from
Scranton who played defensive end and outside line-
backer for the Green Bay Packers, Buffalo Bills, Jack-
sonville Jaguars, and the Minnesota Vikings.

Earl Wampler from Scranton, born in 1895, made his
heavyweight boxing in 1930.

Eva Leonard and Joseph Gallup
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National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
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County City Name Location
Greene Jefferson Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 507 E. Lincoln Way
Depot--Jefferson
Greene Grand Junction Frantz Round Barn Off US 30
Greene Jefferson Gallup, George H., House 703 S. Chestnut St.
Greene Jefferson Greene County Courthouse E. Lincoln Way and Chestnut
Sts.
Greene Jefferson Jefferson Square Commercial Courthouse Sq. and fronting
Historic District blocks of N. Wilson, N. Chest-
nut, E. Lincoln, E. State & 115
S. Wilson Sts
Greene Jefferson Lincoln Highway Marker (1) Address Restricted
Greene Jefferson Lincoln Highway Marker (2) Jct. of Lincoln Way and Chest-
nut Sts.
Greene Jefferson Lincoln Highway--Buttrick’s | Approximately 3.5 mi. E of Jef-
Creek Abandoned Segment ferson on S side of Buttrick’s
Cr. bridge
Greene Grand Junction Lincoln Highway--Buttrick’s From Buttrick’s Cr. E to IA 144
Creek to Grand Junction Seg-
ment
Greene Grand Junction Lincoln Highway--Grand Junc- | Through and 1 mi. E of Grand
tion Segment Junction, S of Chicago &
Northwestern RR tracks
Greene Grand Junction Lincoln Highway--Little Beaver | 2.5 mi. E and 1 mi. N of Grand
Creek Bridge Junction across Little Beaver
Cr.
Greene Jefferson Lincoln Highway--Raccoon Co. Rd. E53 approximately 0.1
River Rural Segment mi. W of Jefferson City limits,
going W across Raccoon R.
Greene Grand Junction Lincoln Highway--West Beaver Approximately 1 mi. E of
Creek Abandoned Segment Grand Junction between Chi-
cago & Northwestern RR tracks
and US 30
Greene Scranton Lincoln Highway--West Greene | N from jct. of IA 25 and US 30,
County Rural Segment approximately 0.5 mi. N of
Scranton, then W to jct. with
us 30
Greene Jefferson Lincoln Statue Jct. of Lincoln Way and Chest-
nut Sts.
Greene Jefferson Squirrel Hollow County Park E bank of N. Raccoon R. SE of
Historic District Jefferson
Greene Churdan * St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, | 4 mi. W of Churdan on E 19, .5

Cedar

mi. N on gravel rd.
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Greene County Natural, Recreational, and Scenic Points of Interest
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2 Community Center, Scranton 9 Greene County Community 15 Perkins Prairie, Jefferson Swimming Pool,
3 McMahon State Wildlife Center, Jefferson 16 Landscape Character, Grand Junction
Management Area, Scranton 10 Jefferson Municipal Pool, Grand Junction 21 Lakeside Golf Club,
4 Prairie Area, Jefferson Jefferson 17 Hill Golf Course, Jefferson
5 Landscape Character, Jefferson 11 Russell Park, Jefferson Grand Junction
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Jefferson Course, Jefferson
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22 Raccoon River Valley
Trail, Jefferson

23 Squirrel Hollow Park,

19 Misty Lanes, Grand Junction Jefferson
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1 Skew Bridge, Ralston

2-3 Concrete Culvert, Ralston

4 Burma Shave Signs, Ralston

5 Concrete Culvert, Greene County

6-7 Moss Marker/Corner, Greene County

8 Super-Elevated Curve, Greene County

9 Concrete Culvert, Scranton

10-12 Gas Station, Scranton

13 Auto Garage, Scranton

14 Scranton Water Tower, Scranton

15 Lincoln Highway Boy Scout Marker, Scranton

16 Highway Commission Garage, Scranton

17 Marland Acres, Scranton

18 Concrete Culvert, Scranton

19 Concrete Field Markers, Scranton

20 Concrete Culvert, Scranton

21 Scranton Grain Elevators, Scranton

22 Concrete Field Markers, Scranton

23-25 Concrete Culvert, Greene County

26 Architectural Character (Old Garage with a
“Portage Tire” Sign), Greene County

27 Eureka Bridge Abandoned Segment, Jefferson

28 Abandoned Motel, Jefferson

29 Danger Hill, Jefferson

30 Concrete Field Markers, Jefferson

31 Quirks Cabin Court, Jefferson

32 Deal’s Orchard, Jefferson

33 Eureka Bridge, Jefferson

34 Concrete Culvert, Jefferson

35 Wild Rose Casino & Resort, Jefferson

36 Mural, Jefferson

37 Thomas Jefferson Gardens, Jefferson

38 Mahanay Bell Tower, Jefferson

39 Mural in Post Office, Jefferson

40 Doreen Wilbur Statue, Jefferson

41 Rooftop Art, Jefferson

42 Mural in Greene County Courthouse, Jefferson

43 Book Body Shop, Jefferson

44 A & W Drive-In (CLOSED), Jefferson

45 Cabin Court, Jefferson

46 Canopy Gas Station, Jefferson

47 Lincoln Marker, Jefferson

48 Deep Rock Station (Pete and Paul’s), Jefferson

49 Lincoln Marker, Jefferson

50 Lincoln Statue, Jefferson

51 Lincoln Building (Old Lincoln Hotel), Jefferson

I 52 Jefferson Cemetery, Jefferson

I 53 ILHA Offices, Jefferson

Greene County Cultural
and Historical Points of Interest

54 Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Depot, Jefferson

55 Greene County Courthouse, Jefferson

56 Greene County Historical Museum, Jefferson

57 Jefferson Public Library, Jefferson

58 Lincoln Theater (All Abilities Cycles), Jefferson

59 RVP 1875, Jefferson

60 Telephone Museum, Jefferson

61 War Memorial Tank, Jefferson

62 Lincoln Highway Boy Scout Marker (Near Fire
Station), Jefferson

63 Cabin from Former Green Gables (403 W Lincoln
Way), Jefferson

64 George H. Gallup House, Jefferson

65 Concrete Field Markers, Greene County

66 Burma Shave Signs, Greene County

67 Buttrick Creek Abandoned Segment, Jefferson

68 Grand Junction Cemetery, Grand Junction

69 Former Site of Camp Cozy, Star Motel, Grand Junction

70 Gas Station, Grand Junction

71 Highway Maintenance Building, Grand Junction

72 West Beaver Creek Abandoned Segment, Grand
Junction

73 Gas Station and Garage, Grand Junction

74 Lincoln Highway Marker, Grand Junction

75 Three-Gas-Station Corner, Grand Junction

76 Downtown, Grand Junction

77 Greene County Lincoln Highway Museum, Grand
Junction

78 Watts Home, Grand Junction

79 Fire Department Museum, Grand Junction

80 Lincoln Highway Boy Scout Marker (Near LH Garden),
Grand Junction

81 Residential Character, Grand Junction

82 Lion’s Club Park Bridges, Grand Junction

83 Lion’s Club Park, Grand Junction

84 Abandoned Gas Station, Grand Junction

85 Railroad Crossing, Grand Junction

86 West Beaver Creek Abandoned Segment, Grand
Junction

87 Little Beaver Creek Bridge, Grand Junction

88 Wooden Rail Culvert, Grand Junction

89 McDonald Barn, Scranton

90 Trestle Bridge on Raccoon River Valley Trail, Jefferson

91 St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Churdan

92 John 15 Vineyard, Scranton

93 Ausberger Barn, Jefferson

94 Richards Barn, Jefferson
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1 Casey’s General Store, Scranton 9 Uptown Café, Jefferson

2 Old Lincoln Highway 30 Bar & Grille, Scranton 10 Bunkers Dunkers Bakery, Jefferson

3 Redwood Motel, Jefferson 11 Homestead Coffee & Bakery, Jefferson
4 Casa De Oro, Jefferson 12 Greene Bean Coffee, Jefferson

5 Shell, Jefferson 13 Breadeaux Pizza, Jefferson

6 Kum & Go, Jefferson 14 Casey’s General Store, Grand Junction
7 Trailside Lodging, Jefferson 15 Janco Motel, Grand Junction
8 Peony Chinese Restaurant, Jefferson
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Subsection 12: Carroll County

The Lincoln Highway travels through four communities in
Carroll County: Ralston, Glidden, Carroll, and Arcadia.

Archaeological, Natural, Recreational, and
Scenic Intrinsic Qualities
Background

Carrollton was the first county seat until the railroad built
to the north and west and a new town developed nearby,
called Carroll City. In 1875, the name was changed to Car-
roll. As Carrollton’s population declined, the county seat
was moved to Carroll. Many of the buildings in Carrollton
were then moved to the country to be used as stables and
outbuildings. Today, the Carrollton Community Heritage
Club oversees the Carrollton Cemetery and hopes to re-
store the prairie and buildings to tell the story of early
settlers and the Carrollton community.

A warpath existed north and south through Carroll Coun-
ty to divide the Meskwaki and Pottawattamie from the
Sioux. Sioux warriors chased a buffalo over the line and
a battle broke out. Reports were that 300 Pottawattamie
hid in ambush on the southeast side of Swan Lake and 700
Sioux advanced from the west. Rifles were used at first
until they gave out, then bows and arrows, and finally
tomahawks in hand-to-hand battle. It was a fight until the
end. Only three Pottawattamie and one Sioux survived.

The Carroll County Museum has an Indian peace pipe,
moccasins from the 1800s, arrowheads, tomahawk heads,
and stone tools, among other artifacts in their collection.

Carroll County, Nature, and the Lincoln Highway

The Missouri and Mississippi Divide is located west of the
town of Arcadia. It is marked at a roadside park, with a
large rock monument and DOT Historic Sign. The location
of the M and M Divide, as it is called, is among the highest
elevations in the state at 1429 feet above sea level. The
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rivers and streams on the east side flow southeasterly to
the Mississippi River and the rivers and streams to the
west flow southwesterly to the Missouri River.

In 1867, after the Civil War, the Chicago Northwestern
Railroad entered Council Bluffs and established a switch
station to the east, called Eastside (no longer exists) and
a town on the west side, called Westside (still exists).
In the middle, was what the railroad called Tip-Top. A
wealthy New Englander traveling from CA to NY was so im-
pressed with the area that he bought 4,000 acres, platted
the town, and persuaded the railroad to rename it from
Tip-Top to Arcadia.

Wildlife/Natural Areas

Swan Lake State Park is a 510-acre multi-use park with
a 110-acre lake. It offers hiking, picnicking, fishing, ski-
ing, swimming beach, boat ramp, tent and trailer camp-
ing, electricity (30 amps), baseball, cross country skiing,
bridle and snowmobile trails, winter sports, nature cen-
ter, Farmstead Museum, wildlife exhibit, drinking water,
showers, flush toilets, facilities for handicapped.

Sauk Rail Trail (42.034328,-94.847567) runs from Swan
Lake State Park to Black Hawk State Park. It is 33 miles
of native prairies, wetlands, farmland, and timber areas.
Most of it is on an abandoned rail bed and railroad right-
of-way. The 250 acres offers hiking, cross country skiing,
winter sports, and hunting in certain sections (Permit re-
quired for hunting access).

Rivers/Lakes/Ponds

Swan Lake is the largest lake in Carroll

(42.034934,-94.8563644).

County

Branches of the Raccoon River run through the county
and the major species of fish is the channel catfish. Other
minor species are Bullhead, Smallmouth Bass, Flathead
Catfish, and Walleye. Eagles often nest along the Raccoon
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Sauk Rail Trail

River system in Carroll County.

The Raccoon River south of Carroll is good for canoeing,
but may have areas where portage is desired. A low head
dam near Adel in Dallas County requires portage.

Other Locations of Note

o Dickson Timber north of Glidden on N50 (Velvet Ave.)
is a forest preserve with 12 electrical campsites for
RVs, eight electrical equestrian campsites, and tent
camping available. If too muddy, the equestrian trail
might be closed (42.1171908,-94.6924445).

e« Great Western Park, west of Birch Ave. in SW corner
of Manning (not on the Lincoln Highway), is managed
by the Carroll County Conservation and has a 12 acre,
14 foot deep lake and offers fishing, boat ramp, shel-
ter house, modern restrooms, play grounds, walking
trails, campground with water and electric hook-ups.
The shooting range is closed during pheasant season
(41.900893,-95.079634).

o Hazelton Wildlife Area is two acres and allows no hunt-
ing (42.06943,-94.78082).

e Mid-Prairie Park is 17 acres with stream fishing and
hunting (42.0700452,-94.8978565).

e Bob VanHorne, Glidden, is a big game hunter and has
a wildlife collection he likes to share with visitors to
Carroll County.

« Swan Lake State Park, 22676 Swan Lake Trail, is
the trail head for the Sauk Rail Trail (42.034099,
-94.8514317).

Other Locations of Note

e Glidden Aquatic Center, corner of Hwy 30 and Arizona
St., opened in 2015 and has zero depth entry, sprays,
children’s play structure, fume slide, family slide, div-
ing area, lap swimming, basketball, and concessions.

e Carroll Aquatic Center, 600 E. 11th St., has two 41-foot
speed slides, one- and three-meter diving boards, zero

depth entry, drop slide, basketball hoop, playground
area, lounge areas, concessions, and locker rooms.

e Carroll County Rec Center, 716 N. Grant Rd., has an
indoor pool, basketball courts, racquetball courts,
weight and cardio equipment, and ping-pong.

e Carroll Country Club, 20069 Olympic Ave., is a cham-
pionship-style 18-hole course with a full-length driving
range, putting green, and short game chipping area. It
also has a private swimming pool, restaurant, and bar.

e Carroll Municipal Golf Course, 112 E. 5th St., an 18-
hole course with par 71 for men and par 72 for women.
There is a club house with snack and beverages and a
golf shop.

e Manning has a shooting range in Great Western Park.

Scenic Views

Carroll County has some of the highest elevations in the
state and the locals call one high point north of town on
Hwy 71, Mount Moses. No one is sure how it got its name.
One theory is that an Indian battle might have occurred
there, but no documentation exists to support that. In
the past, young people found it to be a good lover’s area.
Today, it is not used so much for that reason as the res-
idents in the recently built nursing home have a direct
view of Mount Moses.

As with other Lincoln Highway counties, the changing
seasons bring new colors. The lush greens of spring and
summer turn to golden hues as harvest season arrives in
the fall. There are a lot of grassy miles used for animals
to graze and the row crops create their own geometric
patterns.

Historical and Cultural Intrinsic Qualities
Buildings and Objects of Note
e Glidden was
the birthplace

of Merle D. Hay,
the first lowa

soldier killed
in WWI. He is
buried in the

Glidden ceme-
tery, along the
Lincoln  High-
way, with a mon-

ument in his honor (42.0639304,-94.739226).

e The Carnegie Library, 123 E. 6th St., on the corner of
Lincoln Highway and Court St. in Carroll, is now home
to the Carroll County Historical Society. The Society
also manages a log cabin and school house in Graham
Park, 8th and Grant Rd., and Farmstead Museum,
22676 Swan Lake Dr,. at Swan Lake State Park.

Merle D. Hay Memorial
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Carroll Depot

The Carroll Depot, at 112 E. 5th St., just to the south of
the Lincoln Highway, was designed by Charles Sumner
Frost. He designed over 200 railroad depots for the
Chicago Northwestern Railroad, the Chicago Navy Pier,
and Navy Pier terminal. The Depot burned in 1867, was
rebuilt in 1896, and restored in 1990. It is used as an
office for the Carroll Chamber of Commerce.

The Carroll Stadium was built in Merchant’s Park in
1949 for Carroll’s semi-pro baseball team, the Mer-
chants. The team played from the late 1940s into the
1950s and won a championship in 1953. The stadium
was a unique site for high school baseball games and
hosts many tournaments each year including the state
baseball championships in the 1990s to 2005.

The Chamber of Commerce and Carroll County Muse-
um have brochures available for a driving tour of the
south part of Carroll. It includes the former county
fairgrounds and the cemetery. The cemetery is divid-
ed into the City of Carroll Cemetery and the Catho-
lic side. The cemetery is surrounded by a WPA (Works
Progress Administration) built rock wall. There are two
WPA buildings inside the cemetery for the sexton to
use and a WPA Veterans’ Monument in the south side
of the cemetery. On the east side, are other war mon-
uments created to look like WPA work.

The Lakers Basketball Court was installed in Veteran
Memorial Park, 2100 N. Grant Rd., in Carroll to com-
memorate the 50th year of a near-fatal crash of the
then Minnesota Lakers. In 1960, a DC-3 plane carrying
ten Minnesota Lakers and 13 others made an emergen-
cy landing in a cornfield near Carroll. All survived. Just
a year before, Richie Valens and Buddy Holly died in a
crash near Clear Lake, lowa.

A trapper’s cabin was brought into Graham Park, 8th
and Grant Rd., near the Raccoon River in Carroll, and
is open by appointment. It was originally located near
Coon Rapids, in the southeast corner of the county.
The Carroll Historic Preservation Commission offers a
walking tour on the north side of the City of Carroll.
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The Commission is in a three-year program to place
plaques on buildings with the history and a picture of
what the building used to look like. At this time Adams
St. is completed, and other streets are in the process.

e The old Wittrock Auto dealership, at 218 W. 6th St. in
Carroll, is located on the Lincoln Highway. It has been
re-purposed as the home of the Santa Maria Winery
complete with a tasting room, restaurant, and large
and small conference rooms.

e Manning, a community in the southwest corner of the
county, imported a German Hausbarn that was brought
over from Germany and reassembled in Manning in
1999. It is located in the Hausbarn and Heritage Park
at 12196 311th St. (41.904906,-95.0522027).

e Manning also has the Leet-Hessler farmstead with
eight farm buildings from 1910, within the Hausbarn
and Heritage Park, showcasing early farm life in the
area.

e A Freedom Rock has been painted in Manning to honor
veterans. Located in the Hausbarn and Heritage Park.

e Lanesboro is in the very northeastern corner of the
county and is home to Esther’s Gas Station, a Standard
Oil station that has been restored.

Cultural Groups
Catholic Influence

In 1908, Father Joseph Keumper started the St. Angela
Domestic Institute as an all-girl boarding school designed
to educate women in the art of Christian Homemaking. It
continued until 1954. Under Father Lenz, ten area par-
ishes invested in and supported a new non-tuition, co-
ed high school called Carroll-Kuemper. Catholic grade
schools began consolidating in 1964 and by 1976 all K-8
Catholic schools in Carroll County were merged into one
Catholic School.

The Santa Maria Winery (above) is
housed inside the old Wittrock Motors
building (left).
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Bootlegging History

Carroll County is known for its connection to bootlegging
during the Prohibition years. The Wartime Prohibition Act
was passed in 1918 and went into effect on July 1, 1919
on what was known as the “Thirsty First.” Around 1920,
Templeton residents, in a town directly south of Carroll
and a little west, they crafted a bootlegged keg whisky
that soon found its way to Chicago and into the hands of
Al Capone. It became his personal favorite and was called
the Good Stuff. Even after he was sentenced for tax eva-
sion and sent to Alcatraz, rumors were the Good Stuff still
made its way to Capone.

In an article by Bob Saar in the spring 2015 Edible lowa,

“Carroll County, lowa is synonymous with bootlegging.
Folks around there are reluctant to give names, dates,
or details about the whisky-making for which the town of
Templeton and surrounding area is famous...One anony-
mous person said, ‘ The Templeton Rye | knew was boot-
legged. | remember adults talking about it; brewed in
people’s chicken coops. They’d have false floors in their
garages. They also brewed it in the basement of the Cath-
olic Church- everybody was in on it. The way you’d get
a bottle was, you’d go to your barber and say “Can you
get me some?” You never mentioned what. So the barber
would go to the baker, who’d go to the candlestick maker,
and it would go around like this until it finally got to the
person who knew where it was.”

Folks say 350 barrels of hooch took the train to Chicago
each day, straight to Al Capone. ....There were at least 30
Templeton-area rye whisky recipes at one time.’ Families
would pass down the recipe. ‘These weren’t bad people.
They made whisky to save their farms and back in the
old, old days, to feed the kids. They’d give you the shirts
off their backs.

In a cemetery in Carroll and in one in Templeton, there
are headstones with hidden compartments to afford the
bootleggers a place to hide the Good Stuff.

Quakers and the Underground Railroad

To the south of Glidden, there once was a large Quak-
er population. The Quakers were known to help operate
the Underground Railroad. One family story is that the
Farmstead home, in Swan Lake State Park, was part of
the Underground Railroad. The basement had both an in-
side and outside entrance. Usually homes were built with
just an outside entrance, so it helps add credence to the
family legend.

Arts in Carroll
The arts are important in Carroll.

e All  Strings At-
tached, 1208 Hwy
30W (SuiteH1), is a
non-profit  organi-
zation specializing
in music education.
Rebecca Windshitl
has 39 years of ex-
perience as a music
educator and spe-
cializes in the violin, viola, cello, and bass. Individuals
may perform as part of string ensembles, jazz band,
or orchestra.

e Artworks Studio, 512 N. Adams St., offers classes for
three years old and up. Painting, jewelry making, and
card making are just some of what is offered. Artists
can also schedule studio time.

o Serendipity Acting Studio, 425 US 30 #310, offers youth
and adult acting classes.

o Fusion Dance, 1111 Plaza Dr., offers youth dance class-
es.

e« Renee’s Dance and Tumble, 519-521 N. Main St., offers
dancing and tumbling classes to youth.

All Strings Attached

Wineries and Breweries

Santa Maria Winery, 218 W. 6th St., started as a home busi-
ness for John Guinan in Omaha. He and his wife moved to
Carroll and started winery outside of town. One day they
drove by the old Wittrock Auto dealership and thought
it would make a nice winery, event center, and tasting
room. And it has. Santa Maria bottles a Lincoln Highway
wine, a semi-sweet wine with a refreshing cherry, rasp-
berry, and wild plum flavors with a pleasant smooth finish.

There are two current distilleries in Carroll County, Tem-
pleton Rye and lowa Legendary Rye. Templeton Rye, 209
E. 3rd St., began in
2001 in Templeton as
Scott Bush’s idea to
bring back the skill
of whisky making and
selling it to the pub-
lic. He partnered with
Meryl Kerkhoff, the
son of Alphonse Kerk-
hoff, one of the most Templeton Rye was said to be a favorite
prolific  Prohibition-era of Al Capone during the Prohibition Era
producers of the Good

Stuff. By 2006, they had 68 barrels aged for four years
and ready to be bottled and shelved legally for the public.

lowa Legendary Rye, 707 N. Main St. in Carroll, is owned
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by Lisa and Richard Eggers.
They use rye from Carroll
County farmers and cook it in
small batches to preserve the
original taste.

Events

e Glidden holds FFA (Future
Farmers of America) Fun
Days in early August with a parade, walk/run, games,
and a street dance.

e Carrollfest is held in August with crafts, art, farmers
market, car show, tennis tournament, sand volleyball
tournament, and evening bands.

e Carroll Amateur Golf Championship is held every June
at the Carroll Country Club.

e Carroll, lowa RPM (Revolutions Per Minute) Car Club is
a group of motorheads interested in classic and vin-
tage automobiles. Every July they hold a car show in
Carroll.

e Arural Carroll county resident hosts an annual Harvest
Party. He does threshing, makes butter apple cider,
and other farming the old-time way. It is by invitation
only and held near Maple River to the north and west
of Carroll.

e Manning’s Kinderfest is held every June. The celebra-
tion has been going for over 130 years and is believed
to be lowa’s oldest heritage celebration. Events in-
clude a parade, games, and contests.

e Manning’s Oktoberfest is at the Hausbarn and Heritage
Park with music and dancing.

e Manning also holds the Weihnachtfest in November,
on the Friday after Thanksgiving. The celebration in-
cludes a lighted parade, lighting of Main Street, Fes-
tival of Trees, holiday music, and the arrival of Santa
Claus.

e Coon Rapids hosts the Carroll County Fair every July

lowa Legendary Rye in Carroll

Manning Oktoberfest Celebration
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with 4-H and FFA exhibits, commercial exhibits, Bill
Riley Talent Show, and a parade.

e Coon Rapids is home to Figure 8 Racing at the fair-
grounds on Saturdays in June and July. Race classes
are rear wheel drive, front wheel drive, and stock rear
wheel drive.

Colleges and Universities

Des Moines Area Community College built its Carroll cam-
pus in 1979, after establishing its main campus in Ankeny
in 1968. Other campuses are in Boone (1969), Urban
Des Moines (1973), Newton (1993), and West Des Moines
(2001).

New Technology along the Lincoln Highway

The City of Ralston (on the Lincoln Highway,) with part in
Carroll County and part in Greene County, has an ethanol
plant producing 12 million gallons of bio-diesel per year
since 2001.

The Carroll Area Wind Farm, owned by the New Jersey
Resources Clean Energy Ventures (NJRCEV), can be seen
from the Lincoln Highway at the north side of Carroll. It
is built on 1,000 acres of rural ag land and the power sold
to MidAmerican Energy who supply energy to customers
in lowa, Illinois, and South Dakota. The farm has a total
capacity of 20 megawatts.

Famous People along the Lincoln Highway

e Lance Cade, professional wrestler.

e Adam Haluska, professional basketball player.

e Ken Henderson, major league baseball player 1965-
1980.

Adam Haluska (left) and Ken Henderson
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National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) I
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County City Name Location
Carroll Carroll American Express Build- Jct of N. West and W. Fifth Sts.
ing--Carroll
Carroll Coon Rapids Armour Creameries Poultry 218 5th Ave. S.
House
Carroll Carroll Carnegie Library Building 125 E. 6th St.
Carroll Carroll Chicago & Northwestern Jct. N. West and W. Fifth Sts.
Passenger Depot and Baggage
Room--Carroll
Carroll Coon Rapids Coon Rapids Bridge Sumpter Ave. over Middle
Raccoon R.

Carroll Lanesboro Fobes Octagon Barn IA 286

Carroll Carroll Kittyhawk Avenue Bridge Kittyhawk Ave. over unnamed
stream

Carroll Manning Leet, William A., and Frederick 12196 311th St.

Hassler Farmstead District

Carroll Carroll Olympic Avenue Bridge Olympic Avenue over unnamed
stream

Carroll Carroll Quail Avenue Bridge Quail Ave. over unnamed
stream

Carroll Carroll Robin Avenue Bridge Robin Ave. over unnamed
stream

Carroll Carroll Storm Creek Bridge Phoenix Ave. over Storm Cr.

Carroll Carroll Storm Creek Bridge 2 190th St. over Storm Cr.
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I Carroll County Natural, Recreational, and Scenic Points of Interest
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1 Concrete Culvert, Arcadia

2 Landscape Character, Westside

3 Missouri and Mississippi Divide,
Arcadia

4 Concrete Culvert, Carroll County

5 Culvert, Carroll County

6 Bridge, Carroll County

7-9 Concrete Culvert, Carroll County

10 Kittyhawk Avenue Bridge, Carroll

146

Miles

10 Lincoln Highway Corridor

11 Mount Moses, Carroll

12 Carroll Municipal Golf Course,
Carroll

13 Graham Park, Carroll

14 Carroll Aquatic Center, Carroll

15 Graham Athletic District, Carroll

16 Carroll Recreation Center, Carroll

17 Sauk Rail Trail, Carroll

18 Carroll Country Club, Carroll

=== | incoln Highway

Coon Rapids /
®

Bridges . Recreational

‘ Scenic

19 Olympic Avenue Bridge, Carroll
County

20 Storm Creek Bridge, Carroll County

21 Robin Avenue Bridge, Carroll County

22 Storm Creek Bridge (2), Carroll
County

23 Glidden Aquatic Center, Glidden

24 Concrete Culvert, Glidden

25 Small Arched Bridge, Glidden

Natural



The Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway Corridor Management Plan

Carroll County Cultural and Historical
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Carroll County Cultural and Historical
Points of Interest

1 Architectural Character, Carroll County

2 Architectural Character, Carroll County

3 Architectural Character, Carroll County

4 Architectural Character, Carroll County

5 Architectural Character, Carroll County

6 Architectural Character, Carroll County

7 Landscape Character, Carroll

8 Agricultural Industry, Carroll

9 Lakers Basketball Court, Carroll

10 Serendipity Acting Studio, Carroll

11 Fusion Dance, Carroll

12 Artworks Studio, Carroll

13 Renee’s Dance and Tumble, Carroll

14 lowa Legendary Rye, Carroll

15 Industrial Character, Carroll

16 Lincoln Highway Marker, Carroll

17 Carroll Chamber of Commerce, Carroll

18 Lincoln Highway Sign, Carroll

19 Industrial Character, Carroll

20 Carnegie Library, Carroll

21 Chicago & Northwestern Passenger
Depot and Baggage Room, Carroll

22 Old Wittrock Auto Dealership (Santa
Maria Winery), Carroll

23 Lincoln Highway Trading, Carroll

24 Trapper’s Log Cabin

25 Farmstead Museum, Carroll

26 Quail Avenue Bridge, Carroll

27 Landscape Character, Carroll

28 Glidden Cemetery, Glidden

29 Merle Hay Memorial, Glidden

30 Dairy Mart, Glidden

31 Concrete Lincoln Highway Marker
Post, Glidden
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32 Hotel, Glidden

33 Former Franzwa Garage, Glidden

34 Concrete Fence Post and Property
Marker, Glidden

35 Abandoned Farmstead, Glidden

36 Concrete Fence Post and Driveway
Markers, Glidden

37 Architectural Character, Glidden

38 Railroad Crossing, Ralston

39 Gregory Corner, Ralston

40 Architectural Character, Ralston

41 Driveway and Fence Line Markers, Ralson

42 East Gregory Marker, Ralston

43 Manning Commercial Historic District,
Manning

44 Kinderfest, Manning

45 26th Annual Show & Shine Car Show,
Manning

46 9th Annual Midwest Old Iron Tractor
Ride & Fun Day, Manning

47 Weihachtsfest, Manning

48 Octoberfest, Manning

49 William A. Leet and Frederick Hassler
Farmstead District, Manning

50 Manning Hausbarn Heritage Park, Manning

51 Templeton Rye, Templeton

52 Carroll County Fairgrounds, Coon Rapids

53 Armour Creameries Poultry House,
Coon Rapids

54 Fobes Octagon Barn, Lanesboro
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Carroll County Amenities I
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1 Front Street Station, Arcadia
2 Days Inn, Carroll 9 Adams Street Bed & Breakfast,
3 Carrollton Inn, Carroll Carroll
4 Lincoln Highway Trading, Carroll 10 Super 8 Carroll (East), Carroll
5 Santa Maria Vineyard and Winery, 11 Shell Gas Station, Carroll
Carroll 12 Casey’s General Store, Carroll
6 Sam’s Sodas and Sandwiches, 13 Dairy Mart, Glidden
Carroll 14 Las Margaritas Mexican
7 The Piranha Club, Carroll Restaurant, Glidden

Dedham

Lincoln Highway

8 Queen Beans Coffeehouse, Carroll

1

N\
5= &
i; s Ralston

‘ Gas Station . Restaurant

Lincoln Highway Corridor ‘ Lodging Retail

15 Casey’s General Store, Glidden

16 BP, Glidden

17 Country Corner Restaurants,
Ralston

18 Manning Commercial Historic
District, Manning

19 Raychelle’s 5th Avenue Diner, I
Coon Rapids
20 Main Street Pizza & Sub, Coon Rapids I
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Subsection 13: Crawford County

The Lincoln Highway travels through five communities in
Crawford County: Westside, Vail, Denison, Arion, and Dow
City.

Archaeological, Natural, Recreational, and
Scenic Intrinsic Qualities
Background

The earliest sign of humans in Crawford County was found
at the M.A.D. site when archeologists found evidence that
tobacco was cultivated here during the Late Woodland Pe-
riod (500-1700AD).

Crawford County was once a part of the Empires of three
great European powers- Spain, England, and France. They
did not like to govern this land that was hunting grounds
at various times for the Sioux, Omaha, Otoes, and oc-
casionally Pottawattamie. Indians often camped along
the Boyer River and campfire and bones from meat eaten
around the campfire have been found.

Fur traders on the Missouri River were the first white peo-
ple in the area. President Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark
to explore this new land and they camped at mouth of
Boyer River, a popular spot for the fur traders. Lewis and
Clark traveled westward. The Dragoons were also sent out
to explore the land to the north, into Minnesota. A buffa-
lo slaughter area from the Dragoons (lightly armed militia
sent to the new territory to document the flora and fau-
na) was found in Crawford County.

After the land opened up for settlers coming west there
became three sources of immigrants.

1. Natural flow of incoming from the East since 1849.

. The Mormon migration to the west in 1846.
3. Promotion of the land of new frontier by Providence
Western land Company of Providence, Rl. The compa-
ny purchased 70,000 acres and persuaded settlers to
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purchase land to create a town. The county seat was
to be located in the middle of the county and named
for the company agent, Jesse Denison.

In 1862, the War Department recalled frontier troops, so
it left Crawford County open to bands of Sioux and other
Indian raiders. Forty Enfield rifles and rounds of ammu-
nition were obtained from the state by residents to help
tame the land and the equipment returned to the state
after the war.

The notorious outlaws, Frank and Jesse James, eluded au-
thorities for 16 years between the 1870s and 1880s. Some
of their time was spent being laid up in Crawford County
hills, near Stagecoach Road by Vail.

Crawford County, Nature, and the Lincoln Highway

Mr. Thomas Rae gives a description of the county when he
first saw it in the spring of 1867:

“Between my home and Denison was the Butler farm and
the Corbin farm at the sawmill site near Denison. There
were few bridges, but many good fords. Where the creeks
could not be forded, travelers were forced to go around
to the head of the stream on the ridge, thus beginning
the ridge roads for which the county is famous. These
roads were but paths or trails, leading the most direct
way between different homes. The scenery in the val-
ley was very beautiful. Vegetation was luxurious, and the
rolling prairie made a pretty sight. Outside of the few
houses in the Paradise valley, there was nothing to be
seen but open prairie, north, west, and east as far as the
eye could reach. Across the valley to the south were the
homes of several settlers.”

As in other counties along the Lincoln Highway, the road
follows the Union Pacific Railroad line. The Lincoln High-
way also crosses the winding Boyer River at least four
times before heading south into Harrison County.
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Crawford County has the unique privilege of having the
northern most point of the entire Lincoln Highway as it
travels coast-to-coast. Crawford County lies to the west
of the Missouri and Mississippi (M and M) Divide. All creeks
and rivers in the county flow westward towards the Mis-
souri River.

In 1910, eight landowners joined forces as a drainage dis-
trict to alleviate flooding issues and paid 6.47 cents per
cubic yard for excavation and re-channelized the Boyer
River from 44 miles down to 11 miles. The Paradise Creek
was also straightened out.

Just to the east of Denison, the first glimpse of terrace
farming is seen. The different terraces created allow the
farmers to grow crops on the otherwise dangerous hills for
larger farm equipment and alleviates soil erosion.

Wildlife/Natural Areas

¢ Yellow Smoke Park, 2237 Yellow Smoke Rd., is 358 acres
of grassland and woodlands with a four-mile paved
trail, picnicking, hiking and biking trails, camping,
primitive camping (ten sites), drinking and shower wa-
ter, pit and modern toilets, trailer dump station, beach,
bathhouse, swimming, concession stand, nature cen-
ter, handicap accessible facilities, boat ramp, boating,
canoeing, fishing pier, and fishing. The lake covers 40
acres and is 35 feet deep with Bluegill, Channel Cat-
fish, Crappie and Largemouth Bass. Yellow Smoke Park
is named for Chief Yellow Smoke of the Omaha Tribe
who was the last keeper of the “sacred pole” previous-
ly displayed at the Smithsonian Museum (42.0300845,
-95.3251832).

e Neal Moeller
Environmental
Education Cen-
ter, in Yellow
Smoke Park, has
had a naturalist
on staff since
1990 to educate
the public on
environmental
issues.  Inside
the center are
various displays
portraying envi-
ronmental issues (42.0300845,-95.3251832).

« Newcom Dale Riggleman Natural Resource Area, four
miles north of Deloit, is a 132 acres donated to Craw-
ford County in 1998. There is 110 acres of natural prai-
rie, 30 acres of timber. A dam was built to impound a
six-acre pond stocked with Bluegill, Catfish, and Bass.
The area is open for hunting and horseback riding
(42.158480,-95.219851).

¢ Milwaukee Road Habitat was donated by Pheasants

Neal Moeller Environmental Education Center
inside Yellow Smoke Park

Forever in 1995. It is a one-mile stretch of former
railroad property that preserves prairie remnants and
wildlife habitat. Public hunting is allowed (41.945096,
-95.4353746).

e Thul Woodland is a 320-acre woodland northwest of
Ricketts. Since 2002, it has been owned by the lowa
Natural Heritage Foundation and managed by the
Crawford County Conservation for timber preservation
and public hunting (42.2346633,-95.7231821).

Lakes/Ponds

Yellow Smoke Park has a 40 acre lake (42.0312161,
-95.8235524). Most water activities occur there or on
the Boyer River.

Other Locations of Note

e Ahart/Rudd Natural Resource Area, near Dow City, is
92 acres with 20 acres of reestablished prairies and a
seven-acre fishing pond. The area is home to pheas-
ant, quail, deer, song birds and waterfowl. Hunting is
allowed (41.9147322,-95.5353276).

e Bliesman Landing is north of Deloit with Boyer River
access for canoeing and flat bottom boats. It also has
snowmobile access (42.1194313,-95.2941627).

o Boyer River accesses closest to the Lincoln Highway
are:

o Fairground Access, 800 IA39, at the Denison fair-
grounds allows entrance to the Boyer River for ca-
noeing and flat bottom boats. Also has access for
snowmobiles.

e Arion Access is a carry-in only Boyer River access
for canoes and flat bottom boats with snowmobile
access as well (41.942750,-95.458782).

e The County Farm is 173 acres of upland and home to
pheasants, quail, and deer. Hunting allowed in sea-
son. The original County Home was built on the east
side of the Boyer River and after it burned down, it
was rebuilt on the west side of the River. The original
land became a park (41.9562966,-95.4644157).

e Nelson Park by Dow City is 80 acres with electricity,
drinking water, pit toilets, picnicking, hiking trails,
stream fishing, canoeing, and hunting (41.9398623,
-95.5928011).

e Near the city of Vail there are two natural prai-
ries preserved at local cemeteries, Vail Cemetery
(42.0646493,-95.211512) and King Cemetery
(42.1009131,-95.2409611).

Other Recreational Opportunities

e The Crawford County Speedway, 800 IA39, Denison,
was once a horse track and is now transformed into a
premier dirt racetrack. It has a 3/8 mile semi-banked
oval. Racing classes include Modifieds, Sport Mods,
Hobby Stocks, Stock Cars, and Sport Compacts.
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I e The Denison Aquatic Center at 70 North 16th St. has

a six-lane indoor pool and a climate controlled sauna.
The outdoor pool has a child’s activity pool, frog wa-
terslide, fountain, and bubbly geysers, a spacious sun-
deck, two 150- foot water slides, beach area, diving
board, eight-hole mini-golf and sand volleyball court
has something to offer to everyone.

e« The Majestic Hills Golf Course is a public 18-hole
course at Boulders Inn and Suites, 2505 Boulders Dr.

Scenic Views

The hills at Yellow Smoke Park and the hill by Job Corps,
both at the east side of Denison, allows the viewer to
look down on the Boyer River. While traveling the Lincoln
Highway in the lowlands along the Boyer River as it winds
around the country side and crisscrosses with the Highway
is also picturesque. As the seasons change and the crops
mature, the colors of vegetation also changes. Crab trees
in the county blossom in the spring with pink, purple or
white blossoms. The Loess Hills begin to form just to the
west of Denison and are more predominant in Harrison
and Pottawattamie Counties.

Historical and Cultural Intrinsic Qualities
Buildings and Objects of Note

e Within the city of Vail, a restored old gas station is
located on the west side of the Lincoln Highway. A
blue stripe was found around the building when sand-
blasting, indicating it was a Standard Station. Approx-
imate building date is 1928. Owner, Mark Crampton,
has plans to install gas pumps for out front and restore
the interior. He will have open hours and photos inside
for visitors to peruse.

e The Five Mile House outside of Westside, 2401 390th
St., is the home of the “King Shoot,” an annual shoot-
ing event (42.0760967,-95.0988811).

e The Donna Reed Performing Arts Center, 1305 Broad-

Donna Reed Performing Arts Center
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way, Denison, includes the Donna Reed Theatre, Mu-
seum and Reiney’s Soda Fountain. The Center build-
ing was once an opera house. The soda fountain came
from Fat Moe’s Deli in Chicago. Donna Reed was a TV
star (Donna Reed Show) and movie star (It’s a Wonder-
ful Life). Letters Donna wrote to a pen pal in Penn-
sylvania from 1934, as a high school senior, until the
1980s are on display.

The McHenry’s House, 1428 1st Ave. N, was built in
1885 and is now a museum. On display is their prize
possession—Donna Reed’s Academy Award for From
Here to Eternity.

Clarence Chamberlin’s home is on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places. He worked as a jeweler in Den-
ison and owned the first automobile in town. He had
a knack for fixing electronics and joined the Army Sig-
nal Corp during World War |. After receiving his train-
ing, the war ended and he returned to the jewelry
business in Denison. He worked as a chauffeur to a
well-to-do businessman to and around the World’s Fair
when his love for flying was reignited. He worked as a
“barnstormer,” flying at low altitudes above towns to
gather people’s attention and as a fight instructor, air-
mail pilot, and aerial photographer. His most famous
accomplishment was being the second man to pilot
a fixed-wing aircraft across the Atlantic Ocean, from
New York to the European mainland while carrying the
first transcontinental passenger.

Denison offers a walking tour of homes from the 1870s
to the 1900s.

Cronk’s Café, 812 4th St. S, is now a landmark in Den-
ison. The restaurant was started earlier when the Lin-
coln Highway was but a dirt path. In 1929, the business
relocated to the present location on the Lincoln High-
way. When L.J. Cronk bought the lot, he tore the home
down that was on the property. Over the years, famous
people have eaten at Cronk’s such as Debbie Reynolds
and Shelley Fabres when they were in town for the
Donna Reed Festival (event has been discontinued).
Politicians have stopped in while stumping for local,
state and national contests.

The Dow House Historical Site, 513S Prince St., Dow
City, is a 13-room brick prairie farm home on four
acres overlooking Dow City and the Boyer Valley. The
home was completed in 1874 and became the area’s
social center as well as a haven for travelers. It is on
the National Register of Historical Places and opens
around Memorial Day through September. It has avail-
able drinking water, public toilets, picnicking, and fa-
cilities for the handicapped.

Dow City Park, Prince and Park St., has a Rock Island
Caboose, country schoolhouse, and town’s original
jail. Open in season for tours.

Cultural Groups

The population of Crawford County peaked in the 1930s
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The McHenry House

with 21,028 residents. It declined somewhat and then
since 1990 has started to climb again. Current population
projections are around 17,500 residents. This may be due
to the influx of Hispanic people. Currently, the Denison
school is 51 percent Hispanic, with the state school aver-
age at 21 percent Hispanic. Diversity has brought with it
many new restaurants and a Hispanic newspaper.

Although the census information does not reflect a large
Asian group, those that have moved to the area have also
opened restaurants with Burmese and Korea influences.
Some Sudanese have also moved into Denison.

Wineries and Breweries
There are no wineries or breweries in Crawford County.
Events

e The town of Vail holds two annual events in Septem-
ber. The first is Vail Fun Days and the second is Back
Road Bash in the schoolyard of the old elementary.
Several country bands and individuals perform.

e Westside holds an annual Western lowa Tractor Festi-
val and the King Shoot, held the first Sunday in June.
The area men belong to “Schuetzen Vernin,” meaning
shooting club, and have had this King Shoot event for
over 100 years.

e “Red, White, and Boom” is the Fourth of July celebra-
tion in Denison, held at Yellow Smoke Park. Cardboard
boat races, sand castle building contest, kid’s carni-
val, and fireworks round out the day-long event.

e The Crawford County Fair is held in mid-July at the
Fairgrounds in the northwest section of town. It fea-
tures livestock shows, 4-H exhibits, a carnival, and
grandstand events.

e The Tri City BBQ Fest held in September in Deni-

son brings in competitors from Omaha, Des Moines,
and Sioux City to compete for $10,000 in prizes and
awards. There is a craft beer tent, carnival games, ro-
deo, petting zoo, pony rides, car show, historic tours,
and street vendors.

e The town of Arion celebrates Buffalo Day the Sunday

before Labor Day.
Development of the Lincoln Highway in Crawford County

The Lincoln Highway was created in 1913 and named for
President Abraham Lincoln. He had ties to Crawford Coun-
ty as he was a land surveyor and received land in both
Crawford and Tama County in lowa as payment for his ser-
vices during the Black Hawk Wars. His land in Crawford
County was 120 acres in Goodwin Township, seven miles
N of Denison on Hwy 59 and two miles east on | Ave. (a
dirt road). The DOT historic marker sign routes the trav-
eler on H Ave. as it is a graveled road in a little better
condition, but the DAR marker, surrounded by a fence, is
at the intersection of | Ave. and 230th St. (42.094682,
-95.420208).

Dwight Eisenhower traveled through Crawford County in
the 1919 Army Convoy that traveled the Lincoln Highway.
One stop was in Denison, lowa. Eisenhower later became
the President of the United States. His Army trip on the
Lincoln Highway has been credited as giving him the idea
to create the interstate system we have today to move
traffic quickly across the nation.

The Lincoln Highway became important in the economic
development of Crawford Company when the lowa Beef
Processors started their rural meat operation in Denison.
Collector streets brought the beef into Denison and the
Lincoln Highway took the processed meat to Omaha and
onto other markets.

Colleges and Universities

Western lowa Technical Community College began in Sioux
City in 1966. The Denison Campus at 111 North 35th was
built in 1993. It houses a science lab, nursing lab, and
HVAC lab, among other amenities for the students. Other
campuses are in Cherokee, LeMars, Mapleton, and Sioux
City.

Denison Job Corp Center at 10 Opportunity Dr. offers a
no-cost education and career technical training program
administered by the U.S. Department of Labor that helps
young people ages 16-24 improve the quality of their lives
through career technical and academic training. Job Corp
is the nation’s largest residential educational vocational
training program for economically disadvantaged youth.
The Denison Center, the only in lowa, has male and fe-
male dormitories, a cafeteria, and a wellness center.
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I Famous People along the Lincoln Highway

e Clarence Duncan Chamberlin, aviation pioneer.

e Chuck Darling, a member of the Olympic basketball
team which won a gold medal in 1956.

e James E. Hansen, head of NASA’s Goddard Institute for
Space Studies.

o Donna Reed, Academy Award-winning actress.

e Brandon Scherff, offensive tackle for the Washington
Redskins.

e L.M. Shaw, born in 1848 and died in 1932, was the 17th
Governor of lowa and United States Secretary of Trea-

sury.
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National Register of Historic Places

Clarence Chamberlin (left) and Donna Reed
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County City Name Location
Crawford Schleswig Beaver Creek | 