
 

3/24/2025 mvd.learninganddevelopment@iowadot.us  1 

Since April 2, 2012, Iowa DOT replaces license plates every 10 years because license plates commonly lose integrity and 
reflectivity within 10 years. The Midwest weather also affects license plates by causing bubbling in the license plate 
sheeting and affecting legibility. The American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA) recommends a 
rolling or full replacement cycle of license plates to ensure law enforcement and the traveling public have usable license 
plates. We understand some customers may not see a visible distinction in their existing plates after 10 years, but 
research shows the reduced reflectivity and legibility that supports this turnover process.  
 
ARTS is programmed to automatically issue the replacement plates starting every January for all plates due for 
replacement in that calendar year. The 10-year replacement plate cycle is set up to be issued with registration renewal, 
but due to vehicle purchases during the tenth year the replacements may be issued during a plate transfer.   
 

The following process is outlined to ensure dealers, counties, and customers are on the same page for issuing the 10-
year replacement plates and collecting the necessary fees.  
 
If a trade-in deal or plate transfer comes into the county with the plates transferring to a different vehicle and the 
system shows that the plates are within the 10-year replacement year: 
 
1. Do not issue the replacement plates if there will still be a registration renewal for the customer in the calendar year 
for the plates’ 10-year replacement cycle. The county will override the 10-year replacement plates, using the County 
Work Instruction below, and issue the replacement plates at registration renewal within that same calendar year (even if 
the transfer occurs up until the customer’s registration renewal month). 
Ex 1: Reg month is July; customer gets new vehicle in May and dealer sends in application with prorated registration for 
May thru July – Do not issue replacement plates because they will be issued upon July renewal. 
Ex 2: Reg month is July; customer gets new vehicle in May and dealer sends in application changing customer’s reg 
month to September by paying only the amount to get to that month – Do not issue replacement plates because they 
will be issued at renewal later that same year. 
 
2. Issue the replacement plates if there will not be a registration renewal for the customer in the calendar year for the 
plates’ 10-year replacement cycle. 
Ex 3: Reg month is July; customer gets new vehicle in June and dealer sends in application with full registration for June 
thru July of the next year - Issue replacement plates because there will not be a renewal in that calendar year. 
Ex 4: Reg month is July; customer gets new vehicle in March and dealer sends in application changing customer’s reg 
month to March by paying the full year of registration – Issue replacement plates because there will not be a renewal in 
that calendar year. 
 
3. Issue the replacement plates if the dealer or customer insists on getting replacement plates because the plates are 
damaged or otherwise in need of replacement. 
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1. Customer will pay the $5 plate replacement plate fee: 

a. If a dealer or customer insists on getting replacement plates, but there will still be a registration renewal in 
the same calendar year. (#3 above) 
b. If the transaction occurs before the customer’s registration month and there will be no renewal within the 
same calendar year, e.g. changing registration renewal month. (Ex 4 above) 

 
2. Customer will not pay the $5 replacement plate fee if the transaction occurs in the month before the customer’s 
registration month or any time after and there will be no renewal within that same year. (Ex 3 above) 
 
 

When the plates are due for replacement and you either process an Update Registration or a transaction with a plate 
transfer, the “Replace Plate” message appears in red text by the plate number.   
 
 
If you are not going to process the plate replacement on a trade-in (T & R), plate transfer, or other, you may auto-
approve the discretionary edit (DE 815) to avoid issuing the replacement plates. Situations where this may be necessary 
is during an Update Registration or plate transfer that occurs with a registration renewal remaining in the calendar year. 
After the transaction is complete, you will want to validate that the “Replace Plate” message is still showing for the 
vehicle in an Update Registration, so that the replacement plates are issued at registration renewal in the same year. 
 
The following example shows an Update Registration transaction with plates due for replacement in December 2025. 
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Following is the DE for auto-approval: 
 

 
 
The following example shows a title and registration transaction from a trade-in where the replacement plates do not 
need to be processed (#1 above). In this case, change the drop-down under the Plate Disposition column to “Transfer” 
and you may auto-approve DE 815. 
 

 
 
 
If you are going to process the plate replacement because they are due under the guidelines above, deals coming 
through ERT will need to be treated differently. In the Credits tab, select “Removed” in the drop-down under the Plate 
Disposition column because there is not a choice for the replacement cycle. Then, go under Dispose Plate to change that 
plate to “Replacement Cycle” instead of “Removed.” 
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The dealer should conduct a search in the Dealer Inquiry under Vehicle Inquiry to know if the plates are due for the 10-
year replacement. Within the Plate section, it will be noted that the plates are “Due for Replacement on Renewal Date.” 
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