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Deadlines, Due Dates, Time Limits…

Found in the Transit Manager’s Handbook and Policy Manual, 
https://iowadot.gov/modes-travel/transit/policy-regulation-legislation/transit-manager-handbook

https://iowadot.gov/modes-travel/transit/policy-regulation-legislation/transit-manager-handbook


Delinquent 
Reporting and 
Contract Non-
performance 
Penalties Policy

In effect since July 1, 
2018

Found in Chapter 6 of 
the Transit Manager’s 
Handbook
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STA funds withheld, last 18 months



UPDATED 
Delinquent 
Reporting and 
Contract Non-
performance 
Penalties Policy

To go into effect 
January 1, 2026

Sent to all Transit 
Managers via email 
on November 19, 
2025

Applies to any reports 
or data deadlines
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What’s changed?

• First month following deadline – no changes. 

• Second month following the deadline – rather than a letter, an email will 
be sent to the transit agency’s board of directors or governing body.

• Third month following the deadline – a certified letter will be sent to all 
public transit agency board members indicating the transit system is 
subject to a permanent loss of STA funds being withheld to date if prompt 
action is not taken.

• NEW: Fourth and subsequent months following the deadline – All STA 
formula funds withheld to date will be distributed to all Iowa transit 
systems in the following fiscal year using the STA formula allocation.  This 
is a permanent loss of STA formula funds for the delinquent transit system.  
The withheld FTA, STA Special Project, and PTIG funds will be released to 
the transit system once the delinquency is rectified.
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In Conclusion, this is a policy we hope to never need

• No funding is permanently taken away until four months after the deadline

• With the effective date of January 1, 2026, the earliest STA formula funds 
would be permanently withheld would be May 1 if a small urban or regional 
transit agency neglects to submit their quarterly charter report to Iowa DOT 
by January 25. As an example:

Charter report due January 25
February 1, STA formula funding withheld, but returned once compliant
March 1, STA formula funding withheld, but returned once compliant, and 

email to transit agency board of directors
April 1, STA formula funding withheld, but returned once compliant, and 

certified letter sent to transit agency board of directors alerting them of 
permanent loss of funds if report not submitted by May 1
May 1 and beyond until compliant, STA formula funding withheld to date will 

not be returned to the transit agency and will be distributed via STA formula to 
all transit agencies the following fiscal year



T r a n s i t  T i d b i t s  D e c e m b e r  4 ,  2 0 2 5

Questions – Contact

Kristin Haar
Public Transit Director

kristin.haar@iowadot.us

Want to know more on a specific transit 
topic? Submit it for a future Transit Tidbits!

mailto:Kristin.haar@iowadot.us
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