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Project Overview
Project Background
•	Iowa 7 Corridor Safety Enhancements Identified  

•	Originally constructed in 1937 and due for 
pavement and modernization improvements

•	Additional safety measures needed at 
Railroad Crossings 

•	Increased truck traffic along Iowa 7 and 
sideroads

•	Recent Buena Vista County improvements to 
70th and 80th Avenues

•	Scheduled for Summer 2027 Letting
Project Location 
Iowa 7 Corridor west of the 70th Avenue Intersection 
to east of the 80th Avenue Intersection
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Project Challenges
•	Maintaining Traffic and Property Owner Access during 

Construction
•	Reconstructing Intersections adjacent to Canadian 

National Railroad
•	Accommodating Truck Traffic at the 70th Avenue and 

80th Avenue Intersections 

Proposed Project
•	Preliminary Design

•	Evaluated Intersection and Corridor Design 
Options

•	Reviewed Construction Staging Alternatives
•	Collaborated with Buena Vista County
•	Coordinated with Canadian National 

Railroad
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Iowa 7 & 70th Ave./Villa Rd. Intersection
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 Proposed Raised Median
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 Proposed Temporary Easement
 Lot Lines
 Property Lines
 Existing Right of Way Lines
 Proposed Grading Limits
 Drainage Arrows
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Iowa 7 & 80th Ave. Intersection

//////////////////////////

80th Ave

7

N

Legend 
 Proposed Pavement
 Proposed Granular Surface
 Proposed Raised Median
 Proposed Permanent Acquisition
 Proposed Temporary Easement
 Lot Lines
 Property Lines
 Existing Right of Way Lines
 Proposed Grading Limits
 Drainage Arrows

7

Canadian National Railroad



DOT

Letting
Summer 2027

Project Schedule & Cost

Preliminary Project Schedule

Design
2026-2027

Right-of-Way  
Acquisition  

Summer/Fall 2026

Construction  
Begins

Fall 2027

Construction  
Ends 

Winter 2028/2029

•	Construction Phases
•	North Side – Iowa 7 & 80th Avenue Intersection
•	South Side – Iowa 7 & 80th Avenue Intersection
•	Iowa 7 & 70th Avenue/Villa Road Intersection and remaining portions of Iowa 7
•	Detours Possible for Selected Movements
•	Local access Maintained during Construction 

•	Construction Cost Estimate: $9.9 Million (Today’s Dollars)




