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Traveling on Interstate 35 between Des Moines and Ames is
one of the most important technology corridors in the world.

- In the 1930s, the first digital electronic computer was invented

o by John Vincent Atanasoff, professor of physics, and Clifford
Berry, his graduate student, at lowa State College, which is
now lowa State University.

: Atanasoff realized that a combination of the binary number

S system and electronic switches, together with an array of
capacitors on a moving drum, could perform tedious
mathematical calculations. The idea worked and the whaole
world changed. Today, almost every human endeavor has
been touched and advanced by this invention.
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“Then he went back and built the
machine. It worked.

The whole world changed.”




