
B: �Adding an endorsement or removing a 
restriction with an existing CDL

If you are adding any of the following, see Figure A on reverse side:
• Passenger endorsement (P), 
• School bus endorsement (S), or
• Hazmat endorsement

Are you REMOVING  
one of these restrictions?

• Airbrake/Full Airbrake restriction
• Manual Transmission restriction
• Tractor-Trailer restriction

YES

Schedule an appointment 
at the DMV to take any  
required knowledge tests 
and get your Commercial 
Learner’s Permit (CLP)

YES

Pass required skills and/or 
drive tests

• Wait at least 14 days after getting
CLP to take test.

• Test in a commercial vehicle with
the equipment (airbrakes, etc.) for 
the restriction you’re removing.

Yay! You’re ready to have 
your new license issued.

OR

I O W A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N
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Done

Done

Done

FUND YOUR FUTURE 
WITH FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
FOR CDL TRAINING

You may be able to receive financial 
assistance if you are: 

• Obtaining a Class A or Class B CDL for
the first time;

• Upgrading an existing Class B CDL to a
Class A CDL; or

• Obtaining a school bus (S), passenger
(P), or Hazmat (H) endorsement for the
first time.

Iowa DOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all programs and 
activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
other nondiscrimination statutes.  If you need more information or special assistance for 
persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact Iowa DOT Civil Rights 
at 515-239-1304 or by email at civil.rights@iowadot.us.

SCAN THE CODE BELOW  
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

DOT

Are you adding one of 
these endorsements?

• Tank endorsement
• Doubles/Triples

YES

Schedule and pass a 
knowledge test at the 
DMV for the endorsement 
you’re getting.

Yay! You’re ready to have 
your new license issued.

IOIOWWA CDLA CDL  
OOVERVERVIEWVIEW

Build a chBuild a checklist of thecklist of the steps ye steps you nou need teed to o 
taktake te to get or upgro get or upgrade yade your Iowa CDL or our Iowa CDL or 

add an enadd an endorsemdorsement. ent. 

IOIOWWA CDLA CDL  
OOVERVERVIEWVIEW

Build a chBuild a checklist of thecklist of the steps ye steps you nou need teed too  
taktake te to get or upgro get or upgrade yade your Iowa CDL orour Iowa CDL or  

add an enadd an endorsemdorsement.ent.  



A: Getting/Upgrading Your CDL or adding a Hazmat Endorsement — Follow the steps to build your ‘To Do List.’

START
Do I need a CDL?
Scan the code if you’re 
not sure whether you 
need a CDL. 

Am I eligible to get a CDL?
• Must be at least 18 years old.
• Must hold a valid, unexpired vehicle

or motorcycle license. 

I have determined the type of CDL I need, including endorsements
Class A Class B Class C With Air brakes Without Air brakes

Double/Triple Passenger Tank School bus Hazmat

Study for the knowledge test
Done

Download our app. Search 
“Iowa CDL Test Prep” 
where you download apps.

Apple Android

Study the Iowa CDL manual   
(available online or in person 
at any Iowa DMV).

https://iowadot.gov/cdl-testing

Before your DMV appointment, determine which category you’ll operate in
Nonexcepted Interstate (need medical card)

Excepted Interstate

Nonexcepted Intrastate (need medical card)

Excepted Intrastate

To help determine your 
category and complete 
your certification, scan 
the code or visit: 

https://iowadot.gov/drivers-licenses-ids/commer-
cial-drivers/medical-cards-certification

Done

Get your Commercial Learner’s Permit (CLP)
Make an appointment at the DMV to take any of the following knowledge tests required 
for your CLP: 

• General CDL knowledge (required for all CDL types)
• Combination vehicle for Class A (required for all Class A CDLs)
• Endorsement Tests

Done

Are you applying for a  
 Hazmat Endorsement?

NO

Is this the FIRST TIME you 
are getting or upgrading to 
ANY of the following?
• Class A or B CDL
• Passenger endorsement (P)
• School bus endorsement (S)

NO

Pass 3-Part Skills Test  
(Pre-Trip, Basic Skills, Road Test) 

• 	�Hold CLP at least 14 days.

• 	�Make an appointment at CDL testing
site: https://iowadot.
gov/drivers-licenses-ids/
commercial-drivers/get-cdl/
cdl-testing

• 	�Test in a commercial
vehicle representative of the Class of
CDL for which you’re applying.

Yay! You’re ready to have your new 
license issued at the DMV.

Complete threat assessment 
for Hazmat Endorsement
Hazmat requires completion of a threat 
assessment initiated through the Hazmat 
Endorsement Enrollment website.

Complete this step at: 
https://tsaenrollmentbyidemia.
tsa.dhs.gov/programs/hme

Complete ELDT  
theory (knowledge) class
Do not need to complete if you  
previously held Hazmat at any time. 

Pass Knowledge Test
Schedule an appointment at the 
DMV to take the knowledge test 
for your endorsement.

Done

Done

Done

Done

Complete all three parts of ELDT (Entry-Level Driver Training)

�Find an approved ELDT training provider at:

Theory Range (vehicle maneuvers 
like backing, parking, etc.)

Road (open road 
driving, turning, etc.)

https://tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov

YES
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