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“For lowa, the land serves as more than introduction.

It is the major story line.”” Tts rich prairie soil — “fat dirt”
writer Paul Engle called it — courted agriculture and
settlement. Thus, pioneers in this place we call Iowa
have often drawn inspiration from the land and the
rhythms of rural life.

Regional cultures are born from the ties between land
and people. These ties, both powerful and distinct, can

| also be complex and unclear. The ways in which people

use land and space to create communities, networks,
and common bonds can also create conflict or differing
points of view.

We invite you to think expansively about what it means to
have been, and to be, a pioneer in Ioway—Beautiful Land.
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