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Guidance for Preparing an Environmental Analysis 

Analysis of criteria to support a documented Categorical Exclusion (CE)
finding in accordance with 23 CFR Part 771.117.
Date      
Grant No.      
Grantee      
Please include the following information with the environmental analysis:

SECTION 1:  State the need for and provide a description of the proposed action. This section can include the facility feasibility study documentation as described in Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Circulars 9030 and 9300. This section should also include a description of alternatives to the proposed action.

SECTION 2:  Environmental Impacts Analysis Checklist 

SECTION 3:  List of Agencies and Persons Consulted
SECTION 1:

Please refer to the feasibility study guidance described in FTA Circulars 9030 and 9300. Provide a concise history of the proposed project. Please discuss the need for and purpose of the project. In accordance to the feasibility study guidance, please briefly discuss the alternatives and their environmental impacts to the proposed project that were studied. (Alternatives that should be discussed include alternative locations and designs; alternatives with different characteristics that may achieve similar benefits and are preferable from an environmental standpoint, and the do-nothing alternative.) Describe the scope of the project, including project elements that will mitigate or enhance the project’s effect upon the environment. Please provide a map showing land use, zoning, and any structures on the proposed project site and in the immediate vicinity of the site. Evaluate access, floodplain, drainage, sewer and water retention issues, topography and grading issues, facility linkages and economic factors such as likely fair market value, and eventual public ownership. Also provide an estimate of the facility’s useful life and basis for the estimate.

It is important to describe the transit components of the project proposed for FTA funding and if there are any “nontransit” components to the project, these also need to be described along with their funding sources. Please provide the project components in square footage estimates. Determine the site’s suitability for construction of a transit facility and the approximate costs of constructing the desired improvements. Appraisals are required for any property proposed for donation, purchase or lease. Please state if the property’s value will be used as local funding used as match to federal funds.” No property commitment such as donation, lease or acquisition can occur before the environmental process is complete. The environmental process culminates with a finding by the FTA.
If consultant services are procured for a feasibility study and/or for environmental reviews and documentation, make sure to advertize, take competitive proposals in a fair and open procurement, and document the “how/why” of the consultant selection. 

For more complete guidance on the construction of your facility, please see the following Web link for access to FTA’s Construction Project Management Handbook, April 2007.

 http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/Construct_Proj_Mangmnt_CD.pdf
SECTION 2:
Provide a detailed environmental impact analysis and determination of significant impact for each of the areas in the following “Environmental Impact Analysis Checklist.” Please note that just one sentence stating there is significant impact or there is no significant impact to the area under consideration, is not sufficient. Provide the basis for the determination of significant impact and properly justify your decision. Consult planners, engineers, ecologists, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) zoning officials, Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as necessary to gain supportive information, and properly document each individual area.  
Environmental Impact Analysis Checklist 
_____A.
Consistency with local and state plans, including Long Range Transportation Plan and State Transportation Improvement Plan: The comprehensive plan and other specific land use plans for the local area should be briefly described as they pertain and support the proposed project. 

If the transit project is within an urbanized area, please ensure the project is included in the Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (MPO) Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), as well as the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). FTA includes STIP documentation as part of the grant application process. The STIP program page number that includes the federal funding for the proposed project, and the STIP approval date need to be entered in the Transportation Electronic Award Management (TEAM) system as part of the grant application process. 
_____B.
Land use and zoning: Description of zoning, if applicable. Note if the site is zoned for the proposed use of the facility. If the site needs to be rezoned, has the rezoning been completed prior to the environmental impact analysis? Attach a map or diagram, identifying the location of the site and the surrounding land use. Provide evidence that the project is compatible with surrounding land uses and zoning issues. This is to identify any sensitive noise receptors such as school, hospital or residences.

_____ C.
Land acquisitions and relocations required: Describe land acquisitions and displacements of businesses and dwelling units. Describe the impact on businesses, residences, and the relocations required for the project. Provide size of project site in terms of acreage or square footage. The grantee needs to acknowledge that all federal land acquisition and relocation requirements will be met.


Discuss if land value is available for local match and if land value will be used for local matching funds. 

_____D.
Community disruption and environmental justice: Describe the impacts to the local community and the effects (positive or negative) of the proposed project.  Identify those areas of the community, if any that have been disrupted or displaced or those segments of community that have been isolated. Identify any opposition to the project.

_____E.
Noise, water, air quality, hazardous materials: Describe if the project will involve significant noise, water or air quality impacts and describe the effects of each of these. Provide a basis for this determination and address any increase in noise or water or air quality issues. Also describe what steps have been taken to determine if any hazardous materials exist on the site and how their existence will be mitigated. 

_____F.
Impacts on wetlands: Describe the project’s impact on nearby wetlands and associated wildlife resulting from both construction and operations of the project and measures to minimize adverse impacts and to avoid any disturbance of wetlands and the water resources supplying them. Provide information on location, type, and extent of wetlands that may be affected by the proposed action. Consult with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, or the Iowa DNR as needed. A detailed analysis is required if proposed project is located in or near a wetland.  

_____G.
Flooding impacts: Address possible flooding of the proposed project site and flooding induced by the proposed project site. A detailed analysis is not required if the proposed project is not located within a floodplain and does not involve changes in the existing pattern of water runoff. A determination should be made if the project is located within the 100 year flood plain. Also, state if to your knowledge, if the site has ever flooded.
_____H.
Impacts on navigable waterways and coastal zones: Provide detailed analysis if the project affects navigation or is located within or affecting a navigable waterway.    
_____I.
Impacts on ecologically sensitive areas: Describe woodlands, prairies, marshes, bogs, lakes, streams, scenic areas, landforms, geological formations, and pristine natural areas, which may be affected by the project. Consult the local DNR to determine whether such an area exists on or near the proposed project site. 

_____J.
Impacts on endangered species: Review the list of threatened and endangered fauna and flora published by the U.S. Department of Interior, and consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Marine Fisheries Service or other appropriate agencies.

_____K.
Traffic and parking impacts: Determine the proposed uses and develop a site plan and facility layout to assess if parking, access, and circulation are adequate given mandated setbacks from local zoning and subdivision ordinances. Describe the potential traffic impacts, including whether the existing roadways have adequate capacity to handle increased bus and other vehicular traffic. Changes to traffic patterns, traffic volumes, and supply of parking should be evaluated for possible negative impacts. The traffic analysis should evaluate impacts on adjacent streets and the impact on the total street system. If parking is being eliminated, an analysis should be conducted to determine the impacts of such an action.  

 _____L.
Impacts on energy: Evaluate the impacts to energy consumption and the possible opportunities to conserve energy. The grantee agrees to perform an energy assessment for any building constructed, reconstructed or modified with FTA assistance, as provided in FTA regulations, “Requirements for Energy Assessments,” 49 C.F.R. Part 622, Subpart C.
_____M.
Historic properties and parklands: Evaluate the impacts to historic properties and parklands. Coordinate with the SHPO and describe any natural, cultural, recreational, historic or other resource that might be located in the vicinity of the proposed project and if the project will have a significant impact on the resources. No further action is required if the SHPO determines the project will not affect any sites presently included in the National Register of Historic Places. However, if the project does have an impact, a detailed analysis is required to support the project and FTA, in coordination with the SHPO, will make a determination if the project poses a significant risk. The grantee will need to meet the requirements of: 40 U.S.C. 303 (Section 4(f)): Parks, Recreation Areas, Wildlife and Waterfowl Refuges, and Historic Sites and 16 U.S.C. 470f  (section 106): Protection of  Historic Properties in accordance with the standards of 36 C.F.R. 800.4(d), and in compliance with 36 C.F.R. 800.11.
_____N.
Impacts caused by construction: Identify the construction plan and describe impacts due to noise, utility disruption, debris and spoil disposal, air and water quality, safety and security, access and distribution of traffic, erosion, and dust control. Erosion of soil resulting from construction must be addressed and measures identified to eliminate or reduce the off-site transport of sediment.   

_____O.
Visual impacts: Evaluate the visual impacts of the project on the surrounding community. Identify line of sight impacts, aesthetics, view obstructions, pedestrian movements, and historical impacts.

_____P.
Impacts on safety and security: Describe the measures that would be taken to provide for the safe and secure operation of the project after its construction.  
_____Q.
Impacts on secondary development: Describe the secondary development that may result because of the project.
_____R.
Farmland conversion: Provide verification that any farmland conversion resulting from the project does not take property designated as prime farmland.
_____S.
Public involvement and public notification: Document public involvement in the process of site selection and the proposed facility use determination. The public notice should briefly describe the project, describe the location, and include the opportunity for a public hearing. Attach a copy of the public notice(s). Confirm project is included in the STIP. 

SECTION 3:

Provide a list of the governmental agencies and the individual consulted during the environmental analysis. Any public information techniques employed should be described in this section. Provide concurrence letters from the Iowa DNR, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, SHPO and any other office as applicable to the project. 
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