
Discretionary Grant Resources



US DOT Grants

The U.S. Department of Transportation provides 
grants to help build up and maintain a fast, safe, 
efficient, accessible, and convenient transportation 
system for the American people, today and into 
the future

https://www.transportation.gov/grants


DOT Navigator

The DOT Navigator is a resource to help 
communities understand the best ways to apply 
for grants, and to plan for and deliver 
transformative infrastructure projects and services.  
This is an excellent site for “all thing grants” 
especially Technical Assistance resources, 
including access to several recent webinars 
highlighting new toolkits, guidance etc.

https://www.transportation.gov/dot-navigator


Calendar of Key NOFOs

In order to provide stakeholders with more visibility 
into upcoming funding opportunities, DOT 
publishes a list of anticipated dates for upcoming 
NOFOs for key programs within the BIL and the 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA).

https://www.transportation.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/key-notices-funding-opportunity


DOT Discretionary Grants 
Dashboard

The DOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard provides 
communities with an overview of discretionary grant 
opportunities that can help meet their transportation 
infrastructure needs.

The Dashboard also includes Federal grant programs outside of 
DOT that may be of particular interest to rural communities. The 
Rural Opportunities to Use Transportation for Economic 
Success (ROUTES) Initiative and an updated Rural Grant 
Applicant Toolkit was recently published to help rural 
communities harness the Dashboard. The Dashboard is 
updated weekly.

https://www.transportation.gov/grants/dashboard
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/eligibility
https://www.transportation.gov/rural
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/grants/toolkit


BIL Launchpad

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) offers unprecedented 
opportunities for local governments and communities to secure 
competitive federal grants and modernize America's 
infrastructure.

To help navigate transportation grant programs and expedite 
applications, the BIL Launchpad provides customized 
information on available funding, interactive technical support, 
data on successful awards, and essential resources.

https://billaunchpad.com/


Other Resources-FHWA 
Competitive Grant Funding 

Matrix

The United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) and 
FHWA have a variety of competitive grant programs used to 
fund various types of transportation projects and activities. The 
Competitive Grant Funding Matrix illustrates these programs 
broadly, organized by applicant type. Potential applicants 
should refer to the applicable column in the matrix. The matrix 
lists grant programs (rows), which can be matched with the 
potential applicant (columns) the program can fund

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/grant_programs.cfm


Other Resources-DOT 
Navigator Email List

Click this link to join the listserv or visit the USDOT Navigator to 
find information and resources on applying for USDOT grants 
and planning for and delivering transformative infrastructure 
projects and services. Example of listserv email:

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vc2VydmljZS5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvVVNET1Qvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9uZXc_dG9waWNfaWQ9VVNET1RfMTY1IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTAxOS44NDMyMTk5MSJ9.Ekw58L5f9w7jTP-x6hwQyZ8eutMBXPOYTWQ1OPkWVMk%2Fs%2F1198629138%2Fbr%2F228612315148-l&data=05%7C01%7Cjohnnie.gibson%40dot.gov%7C42b470e76a2a4ea4203608dbd0cb7e57%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638333344655404427%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e8MvVf1AgmtMSj1P65H6lUeht8wfXIBm3GzCcKtR4Xc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.transportation.gov/dot-navigator
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Gibson, Johnnie (FHWA)


From: Department of Transportation <usdot@info.dot.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 27, 2023 8:08 AM
To: Gibson, Johnnie (FHWA)
Subject: USDOT Navigator – November Biweekly Bulletin


Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 


 


 


The deadline to apply to be a Thriving 
Communities Program Capacity Builder is 
tomorrow, November 28! 
The deadline to apply to provide technical assistance, 
planning, and capacity building support at a national or 
regional level through the Thriving Communities Program 
(TCP) is tomorrow, November 28 at 4:59 p.m. ET! Find more 
information on the TCP website and in the TCP Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). NOTE: 
The separate Call for Letters of Interest to receive support through TCP has closed and 
submissions are being reviewed. 


USDOT Technical Assistance Spotlight  


 Prepare for upcoming Discretionary Grant Opportunities! USDOT is hosting a 
webinar on December 5 at 3:00-4:30 p.m. ET to spotlight a new Benefit-Cost Analysis 
(BCA) Tool developed by the Department and the updated Rural Grant Application 
Toolkit. Staff from the Office of the Secretary will provide a walkthrough of each. Register 
here to attend the webinar. Visit the USDOT Navigator webinars page to view slides and 
recordings from past webinars. If you'd like to learn more about BCAs, check out this DOT 
Navigator BCA resource. 


 Support for Rural Grant Applicants  


o The revised Rural Grant Applicant Toolkit for Competitive Federal 
Transportation Funding helps potential applicants identify and navigate 
discretionary grant opportunities for rural transportation projects. The Rural Grant 
Applicant Toolkit provides an overview of key activities in the federal discretionary 
grants process, as well as resources to help rural applicants maximize their 
potential for award success. Developed as part of the Rural Opportunities to Use 
Transportation for Economic Success (ROUTES) Initiative, the Rural Grant 
Applicant Toolkit complements the recently released DOT Discretionary Grants 
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Dashboard to help rural communities identify discretionary grant opportunities that 
fit their unique transportation needs. The toolkit is the focus of the December 5 
DOT Navigator webinar. 


o USDOT is advancing vital transportation projects in underserved communities 
across the United States by awarding 13 grants totaling $3.4 million through the 
new Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot Program (RTA). Administered by 
the Build America Bureau, the RTA grant program supports early-stage 
development of transportation solutions in rural and Tribal communities with grants 
funding technical, legal, and financial assistance. 


 Rail and Justice 40. This fall, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) launched its new 
Justice40 Rail Explorer tool. The Justice40 rail tool is an interactive web application that 
combines data from DOT’s Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer, the 
North American Rail Network (NARN), FRA’s Grade Crossing Inventory, and the 2020 
Census. The tool allows users to understand rail infrastructure and potential improvement 
projects in the context of the surrounding communities. On December 6, 2023 at 1:00 
p.m. ET, FRA will host a webinar to demonstrate its uses for the public, 
researchers, industry members, and grant applicants. Register here to attend the 
webinar. To access additional data tools that can help to inform planning, project 
development, and grant applications visit the DOT Navigator Data and Mapping Tools 
page. 


 Tribal Technical Assistance on Electric Vehicle (EV) Deployment. The Joint Office of 
Energy and Transportation has updated its Technical Assistance and Resources for 
Tribal Nations. These updates were made to streamline EV resources for Tribes to offer 
a quick and efficient means to identifying the most relevant and timely EV funding 
opportunities and locating EV-specific resources and project examples for Tribal 
communities. 


 Happy Anniversary BIL! To celebrate the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law’s (BIL) two-year 
anniversary on November 15, 2023, USDOT released a video featuring Secretary 
Buttigieg to highlight the work that has taken place across America as a result of BIL, 
including 37,000 infrastructure projects and counting in urban and rural communities 
across the country that are benefiting from the legislation. 


 Local Hire and Workforce Development. BIL made local hire eligible on almost all DOT-
funded construction projects. DOT produced a report detailing where local hire is currently 
happening and later this winter will share model plans for cities and states on how to 
implement effective local hire projects. Earlier this month, Amtrak signed its first local hire 
agreement as part of the Baltimore Workforce Hub. The Baltimore Workforce Hub is being 
led by a combination of the Mayor’s Office of Employment Development, the Workforce 
Funders Collaborative, and the Baltimore-DC Building Trades. You can read more about 
the local hire commitment and other accomplishments of the Baltimore workforce partners 
here. FHWA published formal guidance on how these dollars can be used, highlighting 
that they can be used for stipends and supportive services. DOT also produced a fact 
sheet on how State DOTs could partner with schools and youth-serving organizations. 
The DOT Navigator’s Checklist for Strong Workforce and Labor Plans is another resource 
that can be useful for addressing workforce actions in grant applications. 


 Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) updated 
the Pedestrian and Bicycle Funding Opportunities Table. Updates reflect several new BIL 
grant programs and new activities or project types such as charging stations for electric 
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bicycles and scooters, public education and awareness programs, and technical 
assistance. 


Upcoming USDOT Funding Resources and 
Opportunities 
The USDOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard provides communities with an overview of 
discretionary grant opportunities that can help meet their transportation infrastructure needs. The 
Dashboard also includes Federal grant programs outside of DOT that may be of particular 
interest to rural communities. The below list spotlights just a few of the currently open funding 
opportunities – visit the Grants Dashboard to find more or check out the calendar of open and 
upcoming grant opportunities! 


New and Notable! 


 On November 15, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) announced the availability of 
approximately $4.7 million in competitive grant funding to projects that improve 
access to vital transportation services for older adults, people with disabilities, and 
low-income individuals through the Innovative Coordinated Access and Mobility 
(ICAM) pilot program, which supports projects that improve transportation coordination 
and enhance mobility, including access to non-emergency medical 
transportation. Applications will be evaluated based on criteria outlined in the NOFO. 
Applications are due February 13, 2024. A webinar for the FY24 ICAM Pilot Program 
will be held at 3:00 p.m. ET on December 14, 2023. Registration is not required. Join the 
webinar on December 14.  


 FHWA is now accepting applications for its Advanced Transportation Technology and 
Innovation (ATTAIN) Program, which awards funding to eligible entities to deploy, install, 
and operate advanced transportation technologies to improve safety, mobility, efficiency, 
system performance, intermodal connectivity, and infrastructure return on investment. Up 
to $120 million ($60 million for FY 2023 and $60 million for FY 2024) is set aside for the 
ATTAIN Program to fund grants under this NOFO. Applications are due by February 2, 
2024. FHWA will host an information session on December 6 at 11:30 a.m. ET – 
register here to attend.  


Other Grant Opportunities 


 USDOT issued a NOFO to establish the USDOT Climate and Transportation Research 
Initiative (CTRI) to establish a partnership between DOT and a university or other eligible 
organizations to conduct research advancing solutions to the nation’s climate and 
transportation challenges. This NOFO will result in the award of one cooperative 
agreement for three years, with the opportunity for extension up to five years total. U.S. 
DOT anticipates Federal funding in the amount of $2.5 million for year one and up to $2.5 
million for years two and three, subject to availability of funds. For more information, reach 
out to ClimateResearch@dot.gov and review the DOT Climate Change Center website for 
additional details. Applications are due via grants.gov by today, November 27, 2023.  


 FHWA is accepting applications for up to $9.62 billion through the FY 2023 - 2026 Large 
Bridge Project Grant under the Bridge Investment Program. Large Bridge Project 
Grants  are available for bridges with total eligible project costs over $100 million, with 
minimum grant awards of $50 million, and maximum grant awards of 50 percent of the 
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total eligible project costs. Applications for FY 2023 and 2024 funding are due today, 
November 27, 2023 via grants.gov. Visit the Bridge Investment Program website to find 
more information, including the NOFO, a Benefit-Cost Analysis Tool, a fact sheet, Q&A, 
and information about 2022 recipients. 


 FHWA’s Tribal Transportation Program Safety Fund (TTPSF), which is intended to 
address transportation safety issues identified by federally recognized Indian Tribes, is 
accepting applications for its FY 2024 funding cycle until January 15, 2024. Find more 
information here. 


 FHWA is accepting applications under the $40 million Saving Lives with Connectivity: 
Accelerating V2X Deployment grant opportunity to advance connected and 
interoperable vehicle technologies. The initiative is focused on road safety, mobility, and 
efficiency through technology that enables vehicles and wireless devices to communicate 
with each other and with roadside infrastructure and provide warnings. V2X can contribute 
to the Safe System Approach adopted by the USDOT’s National Roadway Safety 
Strategy, a comprehensive approach launched in January 2022 to address the crisis of 
roadway deaths. Find the NOFO here; applications are due by January 17, 2024.  


Opening Soon! 


 FY23 Railroad Crossing Elimination Grant Program: The FRA anticipates announcing 
next month the availability of $573 million in competitive, discretionary funding for 
highway-rail or pathway-rail grade crossing improvement projects that focus on improving 
the safety and mobility of people and goods. FRA will host a webinar following the NOFO 
release to provide a program overview for potential grantees. 


 FY22-23 Restoration and Enhancement Grant Program: FRA will also announce the 
availability of $104 million in competitive, discretionary funding for operating assistance 
grants for initiating, restoring, or enhancing intercity passenger rail transportation. FRA will 
host a webinar following the NOFO release to provide a program overview for potential 
grantees. 


In preparing your application for any of the above programs, be sure to read the specific Notice of 
Funding Opportunity and related program materials to ensure your project and organization are 
eligible and you are meeting other program/application requirements. General information to help 
prepare for DOT applications can also be found on the DOT Navigator, including the Fiscal Year 
2023 Discretionary Grant Preparation Checklist for Prospective Applicants. 


Non-USDOT Capacity Building Resources and 
Opportunities 
With the goal of passing along outside resources specifically designed to build local capacity, 
especially for disadvantaged urban, rural, and tribal communities, to successfully develop 
transportation projects and funding applications, the DOT Navigator Bulletin includes 
opportunities that have been shared with the Department. Their inclusion does not indicate 
USDOT endorsement. 


 The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Environmental and Climate Justice 
Community Change Grant program (Community Change Grants) is accepting 
applications for $2 billion in grants to fund community-driven projects that address climate 
challenges and reduce pollution while strengthening communities through thoughtful 







5


implementation. This historic level of support will enable communities and their partners to 
overcome longstanding environmental challenges and implement meaningful solutions to 
meet community needs now and for generations to come. There will be two tracks of 
funding under this opportunity. Track I will fund approximately 150 large, transformational 
community-driven investment grants of $10 million - $20 million. Track II will fund 
approximately 20 meaningful engagement grants of $1 million - $3 million. Review the 
NOFO for further information about the opportunities under the Community Change 
Grants program and details about the application process. The NOFO is open for one 
year and will close on November 21, 2024, with EPA reviewing applications on a 
rolling basis. Click here to learn more about environmental justice at EPA. 


Popular USDOT Navigator Grant Application 
Resources 


 Understanding Non-Federal Match Requirements 


 Discretionary Grant Preparation Application Checklist 


 Checklist for a Strong Climate Change Mitigation, Adaptation and Resilience Grant 
Application 


 Federal Tools to Determine Disadvantaged Community Status 


 Use of DOT Funds for Public Involvement 


 


If you have information or resources you would like to be considered for inclusion in future 
USDOT Navigator biweekly bulletins, reach out to USDOTAssist@dot.gov. 


Click the link below to join the listserv or visit the USDOT Navigator to find information and 
resources on applying for USDOT grants and planning for and delivering transformative 
infrastructure projects and services. 


Subscribe to Email Updates  


   


 


You are subscribed to DOT email updates. 


Subscriber Services: Manage Preferences 
Questions for DOT? Contact DOT 


STAY CONNECTED 


           


  
  


 


  


U.S. Department of Transportation | 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE | Washington DC 20590 | 855-368-4200  
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