FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

For

U.S. 63
FROM FRANKLIN STREET TO DONALD STREET
NHSX-63-6(69)--3H-07

CITY OF WATERLOO, IODWA

The FHWA has determined that this project will not have any significant impact on the
human and natural environment. This Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is based
on the attached Environmental Assessment which has been independently evaluated by
the FHWA and determined to adequately and accurately discuss the need, environmental
issues, impacts of the proposed project and appropriate mitigation measures. It provides
sufficient evidence and analysis for determining that an Environmental Impact Statement
is not required. The FHWA takes full responsibility for the accuracy, scope and content of
the attached Environmental Assessment.

W o3 /77714/ M/ ﬁ@L\

Date For FHWA




COMMENTS AND COORDINATION

Notification of the availability of the Environmental Assessment (EA) was forwarded to local, state and
federal agencies on December 1, 2008. Notice of public hearing and availability of the document was
published in the Waterloo/Cedar Falls Courier newspaper on December 30, 2008, and January 15, 2009.
The agency review period expired on January 30, 2009. Three comment letters were received on the
Environmental Assessment and Draft Section 4(f) Statement from agencies. A Location Design Public
Hearing was held for this project on January 29, 2009, in Waterloo, lowa. Closing date for comments on
the Public Hearing and EA was February 16, 2009. A transcript of the hearing has been prepared and
forwarded to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The transcript is available to anyone by
request through the lowa DOT Office of Location and Environment, Public Hearing section.

Approximately 133 persons were present at the January 29, 2009, Public Hearing held at St. Paul's
United Methodist Church in Waterloo, lowa. Several persons had questions during the open house style
hearing. Only one letter was received following the hearing.

The major issues and questions presented in the letters and at the hearing included: (Responses appear«
in parenthesis.)

) Most attendees had a favorable opinion of the project.

e  Several attendees asked about the acquisition and relocation process, such as timing of the
acquisition, who they would work with during the process, etc. (DOT Right-of-Way staff
discussed the process with each individual, cautioned them that acquiring a new home before
they finalize negotiations with DOT could jeopardize Relocation Assistance benefits, and gave all
potential relocatees pamphlets that discuss the process.)

. Some persons expressed concern with the availability of housing within the community. (As of
February 18, 2009, there were 246 single-family homes for sale in Waterloo in the price range
from $12,000 to $100,000 according to the Waterloo/Cedar Falls Board of Realtors website.)

. A few attendees had questions about the bike trail, such as its location, who is responsible for
snow clearing and connectivity. (The city’s Leisure Services Department will clear snow from the
trails. This trail would connect with the Donald Street Trail on the north and bring users closer to
downtown trails at the south end of the project.)

. One person commented that she thought there would be a formal presentation at the hearing.
(The hearing was advertised to be an open house format.)

o The Leisure Services Department requested that no grass medians be narrower than 10 feet for
mowing purposes. (Grass median width will be coordinated with the Leisure Services
Department during final design to ensure it accommodates their equipment.)

. One person asked why no bike trail or sidewalk is proposed along U.S. 63, from Franklin Street to
Parker Street. (Portions of the right-of-way are very tight in this segment and would require
acquiring more right-of-way from property owners. The Canadian National Railroad underpass
provides only 10 feet from the curb to the retaining wall, which is insufficient for a bike trail. There
is no sidewalk in this portion of U.S. 63 now. The trail is proposed to go on Logan Avenue, from
Parker Street to Almond Street. During final design, the city may consider changes to this
concept.)

o One person asked about walkability and bike trail design standards relative to safety and user-
friendliness. (The new bike trail and sidewalks would be set back farther from the road and
widened to current design standards; rows of bushes/shrubbery next to the trail whlch would limit
visibility were not planned.)



o A few people mentioned concerns about safety with regard to making sure the bike trail is well
lighted; Logan Avenue is not as safe due to poor lighting in the Franklin Street to Almond Street
section. (Lighting will be provided for the bike trail along U.S. 63, from Parker Street to Donald
Street. The city may consider changes to the bike trail from Almond Street to Parker Street.)

A letter was sent December 1, 2008, to all resource/regulatory agencies to advise of the EA availability.
Three agencies responded to the EA notification and distribution. Letters from the National Park Service,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and lowa Department of Natural Resources appear in Appendix A of this

Finding of No Significant Impact. Responses to each letter are located next to the letter in Appendix A.
SPECIAL CONDITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH LOCATION APPROVAL
Relocation Assistance

A total of 26 residences and 3 businesses, as well as some strip right-of-way from other parcels, will be-
acquired for this project. These total and partial acquisitions will be made in accordance with the Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended.

Cultural Resources

Seven historic structures, including the National Register-listed Dunsmore House, are located adjacent to
U.8. 63. It is recommended to have some precautions taken to prevent indirect impacts to these
structures from vibration. Some precautionary methods include a precondition survey of adjacent
structures, threshold and peak limits on vibration, seismic monitoring of the structures during construction
and special construction methods that limit vibration.

Two historic residences will be displaced by the project, located at 1252 and 1302 Logan Avenue. A
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the lowa State Historic Preservation Office, FHWA, lowa
DOT was signed in May 2008. The MOA describes the marketing plan, mitigation and documentation
stipulations for these properties. The terms of the MOA must be carried out within seven (7) years from
the date of execution unless the signatories agree in writing to an extension for carrying out its terms.

Permitting and Approvals
Construction of the project will involve routine permitting and coordination with railroads. A National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit will be obtained during final design of the

project. The Canadian National and lowa Northern Railroads will be coordinated with to ensure the
proper approvals are obtained prior to construction.

93122/4-09 FONSI-4F-EA Submittal/US 63 FONSI.doc



Appendix A
Agency Comment Letters
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U.S. 63 Environmental Assessment from Franklin to Donald St

Underground Storage Tank Sites
Waterloo, 1A






