PROJECT DESCRIPTION


Iowa Department of Transportation (Iowa DOT) has initiated planning and preliminary design studies for the [project location] in [city], Iowa in [County] County. A project map is attached.

[insert brief description of the project]

A Planning and Environment Linkage (PEL) study with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) elements will be prepared for the proposed project. A PEL represents a collaborative and integrated approach to transportation decision-making that 1) considers environmental, community, and economic goals early in the transportation planning process, and 2) uses the information, analysis, and products developed during planning to inform the environmental review process.

ANTICIPATED IMPACTS

A wide spectrum of resources will be evaluated including cultural resources, floodplains, impacts to homes and businesses, socioeconomic resources, noise and air quality. Impacts may vary depending on the elements of the final design.  

As part of the proposed project, existing right-of-way will be used whenever practical although additional right-of-way may be required to accommodate the proposed improvements. Precise right-of-way impacts, as well as potential impacts resulting from noise levels, air quality, cultural resources and natural resources, parks or recreation facilities and the natural environment, will be determined as planning and design activities continue.

DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURES

This project is being developed for federal funding participation. A determination will be made later in the planning process by the Iowa DOT and the Federal Highway Administration to determine the appropriate NEPA classification. 

Current regulations governing development of federally funded highway improvements require early coordination with units of government who may have interests in the project or its potential impacts. This is intended to provide early notification of the proposed project and to solicit comments regarding the potential impacts of such an action. Several federal, state and local agencies will also be contacted directly to request their early input as part of the project impact identification process.  
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