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Towa’s Parks, Lakés and

Streams
OR RECREATION, social diversion, . seientific

interest, scenic beauty and histotical | reminder,
thestate parks, lakes and streams of/Towa’ almost
defy classification. It would be impossible/there to
list the manifold attractions of lowa’s publi¢ domain
in its setting of urban and rural activities:

Jowa’s state parks and preserves number forty-
two, and aggregate some 8,000 acres. These tracts
range in size from a small park of a few acres, situ-
ated on a beautiful lake, to a tract of some 1,300
acres of wooded hills, verdant forest cover’and
majestic rocks. Combined with Iowa’s" sixty-five

public lakes of over 40,000 acres of water, and her:
15,000 miles of rivers and streams—800 miles’ of"

which are owned by the state—these ‘recreation
areas present a picture beautiful and. enchanting;
andsoffer sométhing of interest tojall ¢

A’ number' of .the' parks have ‘al historical or
memorial associdtion, aside-frtom their scenic, scien-

 tific and recreational aspects, that recalls the pioneer
“Udays of exploration and settlement./Among these

are Fort Atkinson, built some fiiné*décades ago by
the Federal government; Fort Defiance, Pammel,
Lewis & Clark, Dolliver Memorial, Lacey-Keo-
sauqua, Lepley, Palisades-Kepler, T. F. Clark, and
A. A. Call.

Other parks are Backbone, the Ledges, Bellevue,
Rilot-Knob, Wild Cat Den, Oak Grove, Waubonsie,
Eldora—Pme Creek, Farmmgton Centervﬂle, Elbert
Trach, Sprmgbrook and Oakland Mills. These offer
scenic views and erniticing drives and trails to add to
the ¢harm of the natural outdoor museum.

Again; the ice cave at Bixby, the interesting
plant life and geological éxposure at Gitchie-Manito,
the natural bridge and cavities of Maquoketa Caves,
capturé especially the interest of the scientifically-
minded visitor.

Many of the state areas\are located on the shores
of glearmling lakes, providing access to the public
waters.{ Among these are!,Clear Lake, Eagle Lakes
Lost Islafid, Okamanpedan| Rice Lake, Rush Lake;
IS‘111\<7er Lake, Pillsbury Point) Stdrm Lake and Twm

akes

game of Scotland, thetgolf| coufses of Flint-Hills,
LQ.C@" Yeoeauqua Ond Wapsxplnlcor\ parl’e OEQT a
challenge notsto be deniéd.

Five time§ in/| geological| history have great
glaclers invaded this{state, each one leaving its im-
print for those who can interpret. The last, known
as.the Wisconsin ice¢/sheet, covered the north cen-
tral portion of the state, and created most of the
natural lakes. "Spirit Lake is the largest of these,

with 5,600 acrés. There are many others of lesser™"

size, among which are West Okoboji, Clear Lake and
Storm Lake, each exceeding 3,000 acres:

And as a fitting frame for all this; on the east
the Mississippi+Father. of “Watets—and on the
west the Missouri, on its way fromiithe snow-clad
Rocky Mountains. Augmented by ifhe interior
rivulets, brooks and streams/of the-state there is
created ‘a natural mosaic| that indeed tenders true
the definition of “Iowa” as “The"Beautiful Land.”

For those who are interested 4n~that dncient

Farmington State Park
MAP KEY Q-21

ho‘ney.” We come to Iowa.

Tribute o lowak

E COMEnow to “‘a good land and a large,” as the Bible says, “‘a ldnd ﬂowmg with mzlk and
9 Here men of the hill

from Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee, first felt the enchantmentiofi.the Great Prairie.

Eldora Pine Creek State Park
MAB KEY /6-15.

, from New Yotk and New England;
The good

black earth lay many feet deep. Rich grasses rose to the height of @ man’s shoulder, and the wild rose,

later choserby the peoplesas their state flower, smiled its gentle-welcomessd T those earlydays,

to showvthe p’romtse of thedland and to guide thessettlers on their path, a furrow was plowed all the way

from lowa City to Dubugué. Mile after mile for seventy miles the-shining steel slzpped through the

tockless loam, tummg over warm black ribbons of fertility. § The great prame Stll':“

casts-its spell over

lowa, but today the wind ripples over wast acres of oats and wheat and tasseling corn. More of the

land of lowa is undericultivation thanfthat of any other state. Corn and hogs are her wealth, but not

by any means her only sealth. § Greatibeds of coal lie under her broad acres. Diversified manu-

factures flourish in her-gities, At Keokuk a mile long dam harnesses the water power of the Mississippi.

At Ames her college of agriculture leads in wesedrch and experiment, and at Iowa City her splendid

university, with its nine thousand students, is the visible expression of a cultural impulse which has

given to lowa the highest literacy in America. § It was her adopted son, James Wilsod,; who zfted

the national Department of Agricultme to.its high plane of dignity and service. ]onathan Prentiss

Dolliver-and Albert
glamoroiis hero of. bo;yhood : “Buﬂa lo Bill}”’

Baird Cummms led 'the battle for_progressive-ism in our pol

?Hough Herbert Qu'ck Susan Glaspell ‘Ellis Parker Butler, Ruth Suckow, and many another
‘ nterpreter of Amerlcan life. The thlrti ﬁrst President of the United States; Herbert, Hoowver; ‘was

born in an Iowdfarming willage. The lowa prairies helped to give Antonin Dvorak, the Bohemian

composer, inspiration for his music; the “Largo” of his “New World Symphony’” was completed here

in the “Hawkeye State.”

9 Such is the empire to which we now invite you—a fruitful land, a land of

sturdy independent men and women, yes, and a land of beauty. Thirty-nine state parks are dotted with

lakes and-traversed by gently

flowing/streams. Glorious»mads are everywhere, including the Lincoln

nghway Happmess awaits Yotk Hospztalzty adaits yow, Climb into your car and drive’to Towa.

9 To lowa, out white, the' tabl'éom grows!

—‘?BRUC:;!; Bagz

ical life. [The

sprang from-her soil. To litevature she has given Emerson

Rice Lake State Park
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‘Ohe $Roads of Iowa

OTHER{NATURE, in a generous mood,

created{lowa—a beautiful land.

Deep, nch so1l a bounteous rainfall, a tem-
perate clim uited to the growing of crops and
Jivestock—a land destined to become the “State
Where the Tall\Corn Grows.”

Early visitors to lowa returned to their homes
with wondrous stories of opportunities awaiting
settlers imgthe landvbeyond the Mississippi. They
were soon-followed By.an ever-increasing wave
\grants: From IllinofssJIndiana, Ohio,
Kentucky and east of the Allegheny Mountains
they came; by boat down th&'@hie and up the
Mississippi. They penetrated’this promised land
by the water routes up the.Des Moines, the Iowa
and other rivers. By wagonsithey came over-
land—in “prairie schoongrs#”/On they plished,
into the interior, following madstly the Indian
trails and military roads’which’ led back from
the rivers. But whether'they came by the water
routes or overland; these eatly(lowa pioneers, as

{they pushed onZinto the Jhinterland, started a

\battle with [owa-‘roads that“has only recently

been won. Deep/black soil with proper moisture
grows tall corny'with t66 mugh-moisture it prod
duces mud roads. The deéperiandsblackerith
soil, the deeper and. blacker the mud! -

The fizst gomcern of the pioneer was.a home-—
shelter,sfood*and clothing. His next
was a/gdvernment, churélies, and schools="He
toletAtedsthehraw prairie road while he fought
and won the battle fOr these fundamental things.
Thissbatele over afidithe objectives/won, he at
tacked the problem of roads. {

i eiploneer is gone Bt his-childterand his
chﬂdren s children have carrieds6n. Today
Jowa’s roads beckongthre*fhotorist come. From

~éast to west, from north to south, beautiful rib-

. ‘wherever you go.

bons of concrete stretch in unbroken paths
They have no starting point

and no terminus. They are simply here... When

=you rpund @ curve oftop a hill, there is the pave-

ment “hefore. you, leading on into the distant
haze as far as theseye cah see. On and on you
go, and still no ‘end) Splendid alignment, sweep-
ing curves, easy gtades, smooth surface! " Your
motor jumps.tg;its task. | Miles on end glide by
like magic. Your destiflation is reached or the
border of the state is passed before you are aware.
And this was the mud-roads state!

Come when you will, leave  when you  are
ready. Neither wind nor rain, nor cold, ot
€.




