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APS have in them the stuff of which adventure is made. They mark the paths leading to the spot at
9 which to dig for treasure—whatever kind the map-follower has set forth to find. | But the road map
L o _ —and this is notably true of the road map of lowa—should not be marked with any single X to desig- |
. nate the treasure trove for that adventurer whose search is for BEAUTY. § IowA, indeed, has no one destination ii\
. for that seeker. It is itself the spot—56,000 square miles in extent—upon which to place the X. Let the adven-

I()WA never was a wilderness, using the
word in the sense of a wild land that is

IOWA is well defined as “The Beautiful
Land.” To those unfamiliar with her

scenic features, as well as to those who I iy | e 3 : . : < o S :
iy bnov Towa, she (ofieis sipie  turer whose pursuit is BEAUTY pass into Iowa over either of her mighty border rivers, or from north or south 1 : :&ff&;ﬁ;ji“ﬁf gnf;:sitb f:;‘sa“r]%lgﬁegsf
ingly varied and interesting landscape. & between them, or let his exploration start at any point within her boundaries, and his quest begins at once to meet : W0 in that it was pathless.
The majestic, rugged hills, tree-clad val- , - : . P i 2 3
Jeys and sock exposuses of the eastern < .. fulfilment. {Nor need he leave the road to take his share, whatever the season of his setting forth. { Situated al- M i A?d“ to lthe eager trla}\reler, _1pqshmg
portion ?ft }:he Stahte; the feﬁdﬁl Sol;ing f 2K/ b most in the center of the United States, the Hawkeye State is, on her map, a nation in the little. 10WA in outline ; : S s]thlillyql?nggg\vilfirerig;erfo?ra}ts;e Ixi?g:
terrain O e northern part, aotte ere E 4 P : 2 - G Ly b L ‘
and there with sparkling lakes; the hills more nearly than any of her sister states parallels the geographic pattern of the nation—the Mississippi river her At- E no roads as we think of roads today.

But, as in Biblical days, there came a

= _ lantic and the Missouri her Pacific coast, and even her Key West looks out over broad waters at Keokuk. { From the
: ' northward the nature of the North comes down to TowA, bringing the forests, the flowers and the life of the North.
' ' Roughly at her southern boundary the Southland reaches its northernmost frontier. So, too, the East and the West come
face to face here between Iowa’s flowing meridians. | Within, the state invites the map follower to pass in review an infinite
variety of interest and BEAUTY. | IowA’s fangible assets, her resources of field, of orchard, of mill, mine and factory, her unpar-
alleled educational facilities, her achievements in civilization—all these are listed by the statistician, the economist and the his-
torian. They proclaim themselves through their own evidence to the traveler who goes with only his eyes open through her
cities and towns and rural areas. || But he must move with thé eyes of his soul opened wide to see the other real Towa.  Only
" the poets can suitably enumerate and appraise the state’s intangible wealth, the value of the possessions which the pioneers
~ found here, which we all still share in common, and which will ever remain. There are the BEAUTIES that meet not
" only the eye, but also the ear and the nostril. They are the charms of vision, of sound and of fragrance. | No-
~ where more radiantly than by an IowA roadside does the fruit tree toss its spring plumage of white or pink,
ot breathe forth more sweetly the exquisite perfume of its blossoms. No scene inspires the meadow lark to
purer fluting. Only on an IowA field does that deep green of waves of growing corn turn to gentle surf
under the kiss of the summer breeze. { Day opens on the IoWA roadside landscape with the cheery
cockcrow. Evening greets the night to the accompaniment of the peaceful lowing of cattle. Between
morning and night, and between night and morning, lowa is BEAUTIFUL. | While this map is your guide,

and dales of the Missouri Valley on the
west, and the rolling prairie of the central
portion, verging to a more deeply stream-
carved topography in the southern half,
all combine to delight the eye and to
challenge the statement that “lowa has
no scenic beauty.” :
Jowa has 65 natural lakes of more tha
40,000 acres; her 50 state parks and pre-
serves cover some 9,000 acres, all in the
public domain. She has over 150,000
miles of streams and 2,000,000 acres of
woodland within her borders. With an
educated citizenry who ‘“live above the
“ fog in public duty and private thinking,”
blessed with a wonderful heritage of geo-
graphical position, geological formation
and climatological condition—with all of
these Jowa is “‘Conservation Conscious.”

In response to public demand, a survey
of the State’s natural resources has been
made, and a long-term development plan
evolved to insure their “wise use for the
benefit of humanity.” This plan, known
as the “Iowa Twenty-five Year Conserva-
tion Plan,” pertains to the conservation
of soil, waters, woodlands, wild life and
game, fishery resources, and historical
and archaeological phases. In preparing
such a plan, lowa has led all other states.

Readily accessible by good roads, many
beauty spots and recreational areas are
available. Leaving the- highway, one
may pause without trespass on public
areas that provide scenic views, outdoor
recreation, scientific information, his-
torical reminder and social diversion.

voice crying in the wilderness which the
state then was, and saying as in the Gos-
pel according to St. Luke:

“Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be brought low;
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways shall be made
smooth.”

The voice this time was the voice of
progress and of civilization.

Being provident, lowa took the de-
mands in natural sequence. Cutting
down the hills she used the materials thus
displaced to fill the valleys and she dis-
covered that the glaciers which had built
the hills had buried in some of them the
materials with which to surface the lev-
eled road and to make it smooth.

Gravel surfaced highways, graded for
all the centuries to come, succeeded the
mud roads which, when wet, were only
too gripping evidence of the fertility of
the fields between which they lay. The
path that had become a road had then
evolved into a highway.

But the voice was not yet stilled and
in response to its further urging lowa con-
tinued to straighten and to make smooth,
and from the primitive path that once

-wound a meandering course from place
to place, developed a magnificent state
system of paved traffic carriers that now
are boulevards, dependable, comfortable,
economic and vital avenues of communi-
cation and transportation—a system to
which the state invites the rraveler with
pride and sarisfaction.
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