STATE

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

WELCOME . . . lowa is less than a century
old. A young state that leads the nation in
farming, literacy, and per capita wealth. Iowa,
comprised of twenty-five percent of the most
valuable farm land in the nation nevertheless
has acquired for your public estate over 18,500
acres for parks and preserves. These areas are

YOUR PUBLIC ESTATE . . . consists
of 18,500 acres of the finest scenery to be found
in the Middle-west, 41,000 acres of beautiful
natural lakes, and 800 miles of publicly owned
rivers, all for your pleasure and study. Within
this 18,500 acre estate are picnic grounds and
swimming beaches with ample parking areas,

OUTSTANDING FEATURES that

should be seen when visiting the State Parks
and Preserves!

BACKBONE — “The Backbone,” Richmond
Spring, the lake, largest trout hatchery in
the state.

BELLEVUE—views of the Mississippi river, golf
course, unusually mountainous park road.

BIXBY—peculiar phenomenon of Ice Cave.
trail to Chimney Rocks.

BLACK HAWK PRESERVE—{ish ponds.

BRUSH CREEK CANYON—"Fairyland” Gorge.

DOLLIVER—copperas beds, Boneyard Hollow.

ECHO VALLEY—Backbone, cedar-fringed lake,

FLINT HILLS—golf course, Flint Creek Valley.

FORT ATKINSON—ruins of the original fort.

FORT DEFIANCE—wild flowers, scenic valley.

GITCHIE MANITOU—Jasper Pool, Sioux
Quarizite outcroppings.

LACEY KEOSAUQUA—Ely's Ford, lodge and
cuisine, wild flowers, oak tirees, golf

McGREGOR AREAS—views along Mississippi
river, unusual Indian effigy mounds.

OKOBOJI REGION—the heart of lowa's Lakes.

GULL POINT—park lodge and cuisine.

ORLEANS—largest pike hatichery in the state.

PALISADES KEPLER—palisades of the Cedar
River, trail to Upper Palisades, lodge and
excellent dining facilities.

PAMMEL—highway tunnel.

PIKES PEAK—Picture Rocks, Bridal Veil Falls.

PILOT KNOB—panoramic view from tower,
wild flowers.

PINE LAKE—twin lakes, Falling Rock. golf
course, bathing, boating.

RICE LAKE—golf course.

SPRINGBROOK—Artificial Lake, old “Forty-
niners’ Trail,” unusual fall coloring of
trees.

SIEVERT'S SPRINGS—springs, fish hatchery.

STONE PARK—yucca and prairie flowers.

WALNUT WOODS—walnut trees, large elms,

WAPSIPINICON—caves. ledges., dens, golf

THE IOWA STATE PARKS and
Preserves do not have open and closed sea-
sons. The Conservation Commission believes
that your parks should be open to the public
at all times, and opportunities have been pro-
vided for sport, recreation, and relaxation
throughout the year. Each period offers new

WILD ELOWERS in vast quantities are to
be found in all the State Parks and Preserves.
The Conservation Commission is the first con-
servation organization in the country to make
a comprehensive study of the native habitat of
the wild flowers. A long time program for the
preservation of existing flowers and the resto-
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and recreation to 2,400,000 visitors each year.
State parks and reserves are not confined to
any one section but are scattered throughout
the state. Usudlly there are several areas
within a two hours drive of your home. En-
joyable access to the parks is possible during
all seasons of the year over lowa’s fine high-
way system. The primary purpose of having
your public estate is to preserve the unusual
and unique or historic spots of the state for all
time. in @ manner to permit maximum enjoy-
ment and recreation by the public. These
parks are the meeting place of the farmer, the
playground of the urban dweller, the labora-
tory of the student and a resting place for the
weary. A cordidl invitation is extended to you.
You are especially welcome.

nel within the state, the last being located at
Pammel State Park. Boneyard Hollow. the
Devil's Staircase, The Backbone, The Picture
Rocks, the Ice Caves, and many other beauti-
ful works of nature may be seen only by using
the 100 miles of foot trails. 18 lodges. which may
be reserved for a small fee, and 42 open picnic
shelters are available for picnic groups and the

casual visitors at all times. For cool and safe
bathing there are 12 supervised beaches and

bath houses. Your family may spend several
delightful weeks in any of the 27 cabins within
the parks. Your club or organization may
utilize the group camps. 28 fulllime conserva-
tion officers assigned as park custodians, as-
sisted by 21 part-time caretakers, represent
your host, the lowa Conservation Commission.

LEWIS AND CLARK—only ox-bow lake in state
park.
MRQUOKETA CAVES—caves, natural bridges.

WHITE PINE HOLLOW—largest stand of virgin
white pine in the state.
WILD CAT DEN—dens, old grist mill.

of the snow trillium and continues until late
fall when the witch-hazel blooms. Picnicking
is extremely enjoyable in April and May.
Swimming and the other aquatic sporis are
ushered in by the month of June. During the
hot months of July and August the cool, shady
glades and moist glens offer protection from
excessive heat. September brings the beauti-
ful fall season with the asters and the brilliant
sumac. October and November present the
golden panorama of autumn coloring. and
such.activities as hiking, riding, and wiener
roasts, During the winter months, skiing, tobog-
ganing, and skating are the chief attractions.
Throughout the year lodges, warm in the win-
ter, cool and inviting in the summer. are avail-

of the flowers in Wild Cat Den alone amounts
to over $50,000. In the Ledges near the east
entrance, is a hillside seven or eight acres in
extent solidly covered with hepaticas during
April. Over 350 varieties of wild flowers may
be found in Lacey Keosauqua. The entire area
of Pilot Knob is brilliant during the middle of
May with anemonellas, bloodroot. trilliums,
merrybells, and violets. From April until June
a wonderful display of thousands of wild flow-
ers is to be found at Fort Defiance. Prairie and
desert flowers may be seen in Waubonsie and
Stone Parks on the loess bluffs of western Iowa.
The beauties of nature are no: found around
the picnic areas, but must be discovered in se-
cluded glens and along quiet trails. Here is
inviting inducement for long, refreshing walks.
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