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As our pioneer forefathers urged their ox
teams westward into Iowa one hundred
years ago, their reception was more of a
challenge than a welcome. True, the wild
prairie grass growing higher than a man’s

living pattern of bountiful crops. Comfort-
able farmsteads and thriving towns and
cities connected with thousands of miles
of improved highways have taken the place
of lonely sod houses and ugly isolated

head gave ample promise of rich, fertile
soil that would some day yield abundant
crops. But the discouragingly impassable
trails, the frequent threat of unfriendly In-
dians, and the lonesome distances from
trading posts and other human habitations Today we point with justifiable pride to
were obstacles that would have turned the achievements of the century just past.
back a people less courageous than they. Will it be said of us at the end of another

Today the scene is changed. The wild century that we met the challenge of our
prairie has been transformed into a colorful day as well?

trading posts. The unfriendly Indians are
gone; friendly folks are everywhere. The
challenge of one hundred years ago has
been met.
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