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COVER PHOTOGRAPHY:
Des Moines pedestrian bridge with the Iowa State Capitol in the background; Model T on Lincoln 
Highway in Story County between Ames and Nevada, 1918; Sioux City Flying Service Inc., 1948 
(courtesy of Sioux Gateway Airport and Sioux City Public Museum); Kenwood Park Trolley, 1898;  
new U.S. 218 interchange featuring ramp roundabouts; a Cessna Citation X business aircraft; and 
new Des Moines Area Regional Transit (DART) Central Station.

W e l c o m e  t o  I o W a !

On behalf of the more than 3 million Iowa friends and neighbors, it is 
our pleasure to welcome you to our great state. At the crossroads of the 
nation, Iowa’s transportation system is unlike any other — bordered by 
two navigable rivers, traversed by 10 interstate highways, uplifted by eight 
commercial service and 101 general aviation airports, supported by 18 
freight railroads and two Amtrak routes, and moved by 35 transit agencies 
that serve all 99 counties.

Whether out of necessity or through innovation, transportation in Iowa 
has undergone many transformations since statehood in 1846. Much of 
that history has been preserved and is available for visitors to witness and 
experience on our trails, along our scenic byways, in our museums, and on 
steamboat and passenger train excursions.  

This is a special year for transportation in Iowa — the 100th Anniversary 
of the Iowa Department of Transportation. From its roots at the Iowa State 
College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts in Ames, to an independent 
agency as the Iowa State Highway Commission, to the Iowa Department 
of Transportation today, Iowans have dedicated their careers to providing 
its residents and visitors with a reliable, safe and efficient transportation 
system.  

We encourage you to visit Iowa to experience its rich history and modern 
transportation systems, and invite you to make Iowa your home.    

Sincerely,

I o W a  W e l c o m e  c e n t e r s

arnolds Park — 243 W. Broadway    

Bloomfield — 301 N. Washington  

Burlington — 400 Front St.   

council Bluffs — Interstate 80, exit 1B    

Davis city — Interstate 35, north of exit 4    

Dows — Train and Garfield streets

Dubuque — 300 Main St.    

elk Horn — 4038 Main St.    

elkader — Iowa 13, 5 miles south of Elkader

emmetsburg — 1121 Broadway St.    

lamoni — Interstate 35, exit 4    

missouri Valley — U.S. 30, 3 miles east of Missouri Valley    

nashua — 10 Amherst Blvd.    

northwood — Interstate 35, exit 214    

Percival — Interstate 29, exit 10, 2804 Crossroads Drive    

sergeant Bluff — Interstate 29, south of exit 141    

sioux city — 1000 Larsen Park Road

Underwood — Interstate 80, north of exit 17    

Wilton — Interstate 80, west of exit 271, west of Davenport    

t r a V e l  I n f o r m a t I o n

For information on Iowa attractions, accommodations,  
recreation and festivals, contact:

IoWa toUrIsm offIce 
Iowa Economic Development Authority 
200 E. Grand Ave.  
Des Moines, IA 50309  
515-725-3084   |   800-345-IOWA 
traveliowa.com

 Wireless Internet

All of Iowa’s full-service interstate rest areas offer wireless Internet.
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t r a n s P o r tat I o n  m a P  c o V e r s  o f  t H e  Pa s t

iowadot.gov/history




