
 

 
 

Motor Vehicle Division Informational Memo # 20-03 
COVID-19 Proclamation of Disaster Emergency-Effect on Certain MVD Functions 
– Revised 6.28.21 
 
DATE:   June 28, 2021  
FROM:  Melissa Gillett, Director, MVD 
TO:   All Motor Vehicle Division staff  
 
SUBJECT 
This informational memo explains the COVID-19 proclamation of disaster emergency originally issued by 

Governor Reynolds on March 17, 2020 and its effect on certain motor vehicle division functions. 

 
SUMMARY 
The Governor’s COVID-19 proclamation of disaster emergency contains waivers related to permits for 

overweight loads, and hours of service requirements for motor carriers.  While the original proclamation 

was signed March 17, 2020, section 23 of the original proclamation provided it was effective March 16, 

2020 through April 16, 2020. The proclamation was subsequently extended each month, including most 

recently on June 25, 2021 to last through July 25, 2021.  Sections 68-71 of the attached proclamation 

affect MVD services, and are further explained as follows: 

Driver’s Licenses.  As noted in the January 8, 2021 memo, the previous waivers related to driver’s 

license expiration have ended.  However, CDL and CLP holders with credentials that expired on or after 

March 1, 2020 are still covered under a waiver issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Administration (FMCSA).  Please refer to Informational Memos 20-04 and 20-31 for more information on 

CDL expiration dates.   

License plates. As noted in the May 3, 2021 memo, the previous waiver providing customers who 

purchased a vehicle from a dealer did not have to display license plates on the vehicle for 90 days after 

delivery of the vehicle to the purchaser if the customer displayed the temporary cards has expired.   

Overweight Loads for Motor Carriers. On non-interstate roads only, trucks hauling food, medical 

supplies, cleaning products, other household goods, agricultural supplies and commodities (including, 

but not limited to, livestock, raw milk, and crop supplies) may exceed the weights listed in Iowa Code 

321.463 by 12.5% without a permit, so long as they don’t exceed 20,000 pounds on an individual axle, 

and their total weight does not exceed 90,000 pounds. Trucks are still required to obey posted bridge 

restrictions. There is new warning language added to these sections indicating that Iowans should not 

expect this waiver to extend beyond July 25, 2021. 

The guidance in this memo is effective retroactively back to March 16, 2020; and will last through the 
end date of the current proclamation, which is July 25, 2021. 
 
LINK TO PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION 
A copy of the COVID-19 public health emergency proclamation issued June 25, 2021 is attached to the 
end of this memo.  
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

The following questions and answers will provide additional clarification for staff and customers. 

HOW DOES THIS PROCLAMATION AFFECT CUSTOMERS WITH AN EXPIRED DRIVER’S LICENSE? 

Customers with an expired driver’s license will no longer have the expiration date waived under 

this proclamation. That means if a customer is beyond the 60-day grace period printed on their 

license, their license is expired and they need to either renew online or schedule an 

appointment to renew their license. 

CDL and CLP holders with credentials that expired on or after March 1, 2020 are still covered 

under a waiver issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA).  Please 

refer to Informational Memos 20-04 and 20-31 for additional information on CDL expiration 

dates. 

HOW DOES THIS PROCLAMATION AFFECT CUSTOMERS WITH TEMPORARY TAGS ON THEIR 

VEHICLE? 

As noted above, the temporary tags provision in the proclamation has expired.  For vehicles 

delivered from the dealer on or after May 3, 2021 customers have the statutory 45 days.   Please 

refer to Informational Memo 20-30 for additional information on temporary tags. 

HOW DOES THIS PROCLAMATION AFFECT CUSTOMERS HAULING OVERWEIGHT LOADS OF 

DISASTER RELIEF SUPPLIES? 

Please refer to Informational Memo 20-12 for additional information on requirements for 

customers hauling overweight loads of disaster relief supplies. 

DOES THIS MEMO PROVIDE ANY ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE TO STAFF REGARDING MVD 

OPERATIONAL FUNCTIONS? 

No. The purpose of this memo is to explain the proclamation of disaster emergency originally 

issued by Governor Reynolds March 17, 2020 and the specific waivers that effect MVD business. 

IF I HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS MEMO OR MVD OPERATIONAL FUNCTIONS, 

WHAT SHOULD I DO? 

Please work with your supervisor or county liaison if you have questions, who will confer with 

the appropriate member of MVD management as needed.   
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