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Negative Declaration Section 4(f) Statement for Independent Bikeway or Walkway Construction


[Insert Project Description]
The referenced project, [Insert Project Description] in [Insert County] County, Iowa has completed the 4(f) process.  The project will require the transfer of [Insert Number of Acres] acres of [Insert Name of Park].  The bikeway or walkway construction will not substantially impair recreational attributes of [Insert Name of Park].  Independent bikeway or walkway construction projects are those highway construction projects which provide bicycle or pedestrian facilities in contrast to a project whose primary purpose is to serve motorized vehicles. The requirements for qualification of proposed bikeway or walkway facilities as independent bikeway or walkway construction projects are contained in Volume 6, Chapter 1, Section 1, Subsection 1, of the Federal-Aid Highway Program Manual * (the Federal -aid Highway Program Manuals were replaced by the Federal-aid Program Guide which includes selected verbatum sections of the CFR), codified as Part 652 of Chapter 1 of Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).
The primary purpose for the development of the [Insert Project Description] is to provide a facility for traffic which would have normally used a Federal-aid highway route.  As in this case, the [Insert Project Description]
will serve a dual function by also providing for recreational use. Where this situation occurs, artificially routing a bikeway or walkway around a compatible park area is not a prudent alternative because it would decrease the recreational value of the bikeway or walkway. 

The written approval of the [Insert Name of Official having jurisdiction] which has jurisdiction over the Section 4(f) property is attached. All possible planning to minimize harm has been accomplished in the location and design of the bikeway or walkway facility. 

Noise and air quality will not be affected by bicycles. There would be increase in the noise level if snowmobiles are permitted. However, this would likely occur at a time when other uses of the recreational facilities will be minimal. 

Temporary impacts on water quality will be minimal. Erosion control measures will be used through the construction period. A certain amount of land will be removed from other uses. The type of land and uses will vary from project to project. However, due to the narrow cross section of the bikeways and walkways, a minimal amount of land will be required for the project. The project will be blended into the existing terrain to reduce any visual impacts. 

Displacement of families and businesses will not be required. 

No significant adverse social or economic impacts are anticipated. There will be beneficial impacts such as the enhancement of the recreational potential of the parks and the provision of an alternate mode of transportation for the commuter. 
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