
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Black Hawk Bridge, which carries IA 9 and WI 82 over the Mississippi River, 
is nearly 90 years old. The study will examine operational issues that affect 
vehicles crossing the river and navigational challenges for barges traveling 
on the river.

The study objectives are to:

• Provide infrastructure that meets current operational standards

• Provide appropriate clearances for river navigation

• Consider impacts to environmental and community resources

Work completed as part of the 2004 Black Hawk Bridge Feasibility Study 
is serving as the foundation for this detailed study of the crossing and 
improvement options to address the transportation needs identified in the 
study area.

Proposed improvement of the IA 9 and 
WI 82 crossing of the Mississippi River 
at Lansing, Iowa 
WELCOME! The purpose of this meeting is to acquaint the people 
of Lansing and the surrounding area with the study to improve 
transportation infrastructure across the Mississippi River.
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Federal and state laws prohibit employment and/or public accommodation discrimination on the basis of age, color, creed, disability, gender 

identity, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran’s status. If you believe you have been discriminated 

against, please contact the Iowa Civil Rights Commission at 800-457-74416 or Iowa Department of Transportation’s affirmative action 

officer. If you need accommodations because of a disability to access the Iowa Department of Transportation’s services, contact the agency’s 

affirmative action officer at 800-262-0003.

STUDY AREA
The study area is outlined below in red. This area may 
be modified as the study process advances.
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Contact Us
John Narigon, PE
Project Manager
Iowa DOT
800 Lincoln Way
Ames, IA 50010
515.233.7782
John.Narigon@iowadot.us

Krista Rostad
Transportation Planner
Iowa DOT District 2 Office
428 43rd Street SW
Mason City IA 50401
641.422.9447
Krista.Rostad@iowadot.us

Tom Kratt, PE
Transportation Planning 
Engineer
WISDOT SW Region – La Crosse
608-789-7874
Thomas.Kratt@dot.wi.gov



RESOURCES 
CONSIDERED

Impacts to a variety of 
environmental resources will 
be evaluated during the study 
process. We welcome your 
input on these important 
resources:

• Land use

• Farmland

• Geology and Soils

• Socioeconomics

• Low Income/Minority 
Populations

• Relocations

• Considerations Relating to 
Pedestrians and Bicycles

• Transportation

• Air Quality

• Noise and Vibration

• Light Emissions

• Hazardous Materials and 
Wastes

• Construction Impacts

• Historic, Architectural, and 
Archaeological Resources

• Wetlands and Waters of the 
US

• Water Quality and Pollution 
Prevention

• Floodplains/Floodways

• Permits

• Wildlife, Plants, and Fish

• Threatened or Endangered 
Species

• Public Lands

• Recreation

• Visual Resources

• Indirect/Cumulative Effects

Section 106 Process

One of the key environmental factors that must be considered in an EA is 
cultural resources. The Section 106 Process is named after the portion of 
the National Historic Preservation Act that requires agencies to take into 
account the effects of those actions on historic properties.

The study team will follow a four step process to determine and address any 
potential impacts to cultural resources. 

1 - Establish Area of Potential Effects (APE)
The APE will be defined to encompass both direct (project footprint) and 
indirect (adjacent areas) effects. The APE will be used to examine the 
potential effects of the project on architectural resources as well as historic 
districts.

2 - Identify Resources and their Significance
Data and field research is conducted to identify cultural resources within 
the APE. Their significance or potential significance is documented and 
discussed with staff of the Iowa State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
and other parties interested in cultural resources, including the historic 
preservation commission and tribal governments.

3 - Determination of Effect
The study team determines how the alternatives might affect cultural 
resources within the APE. If a resource is adversely affected, options for 
avoiding or mitigating those effects are proposed.

4 - Resolve Adverse Effects
The study team works with the SHPO, other state and Federal agencies, and 
consults with the public to determine the best course of action for resolving 
adverse effects on historic properties.

Black Hawk Bridge is one of many historic resources in the study area.
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Additional information 
on cultural resources 
can be found at:  https://
iowadot.gov/ole/public-
involvement/video-gallery

PURPOSE & NEED - WE ARE HERE!

The first step in the study process is to define the reasons why 
improvements should be made to a roadway or bridge. Referred to as the 
“Purpose and Need”, these statements identify the issues to be addressed by 
the options or alternatives that are proposed.

The need for the proposed action is based on a combination of the 
following factors:

• Roadway Deficiencies – The existing bridge lacks shoulders, has 
narrow travel lanes, and has a weight restriction. The intersection 
at IA 9 and IA 26 does not provide adequate space for vehicle 
movement and maneuvering.

• System Linkage – The crossing supports regional mobility and 
connectivity to employment, retail, and educational centers. The 
structural limitations affect the traffic that uses it.

• Modal Interrelationships – The location of the existing bridge piers 
pose challenges to navigation resulting in collisions. The design of 
the crossing is prohibitive to its use by bicyclists, motorcyclists, and 
pedestrians. 

WHAT IS AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT?

The Federal National 
Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) requires us to 
complete an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) to 
document the impacts a 
transportation project may 
have on the human and 
natural environment. 

Through this process, we will 
coordinate and document 
public and agency input on 
the proposal, alternatives, 
impacts, and mitigation. In 
addition to the public, the 
US Coast Guard, US Army 
Corps of Engineers, US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Native American Tribes, 
conservation groups, local 
governments, and many 
others will be engaged in the 
study process.  

 STEPS TO DEVELOP AN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT:

The purpose of the proposed action is to improve the river 
crossing that carries IA 9 and WI 82 across the Mississippi River 
at Lansing, Iowa. 
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Purpose 
& Need

Identify 
Reasonable 
Alternatives  

Assess Impacts 
on Human 
& Natural 

Environment

Develop EA 
Document


