
Public Information Meeting
Northeast Mixmaster (NEMM) Interchange

PROJECT PURPOSE
Proposed interchange improvements will improve the flow 
of traffic, accommodate future traffic growth in northeast 
Des Moines, and improve safety.

NEED FOR ACTION
Capacity – Many of the I-80/I-35/I-235 traffic movements 
that occur within the interchange are expected to operate 
at or over capacity by year 2050. Traffic capacity analysis 
indicate over-capacity conditions by the year 2030 without 
improvements. The total daily volume of cars and trucks 
served by the NEMM is expected to grow from approximately 
149,000 in year 2012 to approximately 208,000 by year 
2050. Capacity improvements at this interchange will also 
be needed to match planned regional mainline capacity 
improvements along the interstate.

Traveler Experience – Currently drivers navigate left-side 
exits from I-80 at the NEMM. In the eastbound direction, the 
left-side exit is the continuous movement of northbound I-35 (Figure 1, blue). In the westbound direction, 
the left-side exit is the westbound I-80 to southbound I-235 movement (Figure 1, green). There are also 
adjacent loop ramps in the northeast and southwest quadrants that serve northbound I-235 to westbound 
I-80 (Figure 1, orange) and southbound I-35 to eastbound I-80 traffic (Figure 1, red). The left side exit 
and loop ramp entrance in each direction of I-80 are located at approximately the same location along a 
reverse curve. This creates challenges for drivers as they make driving decisions regarding exit and entry 
movements while navigating a reverse curve on the mainline. The driver experience will be improved by 
replacing left-side exits with right-side exits and separating these exits from loop ramp entrances. 

Safety – The most recent five year crash data (2009–2013) indicate that crash rates on several of the NEMM 
interchange ramps and mainline segments within the system interchange exceed statewide averages. 
There were six fatalities within the study area between 2009 and 2013. Roadway improvements that 
accommodate more drivers and improve the traveler experience will reduce conflicts and improve safety 
throughout the interchange.

Welcome!
The Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT), in partnership with Polk County, is proposing 
improvements at the intersection of I-35/I-80/I-235 Northeast Mixmaster (NEMM) in northeast 
Des Moines, Iowa. The reconfiguration of the interchange will eliminate the need for exits on 
the left side of the interstate. Improvements will also bring roadway geometrics up to current 
design standards and add capacity for more vehicles. Due to funding constraints, reconstruction 
will occur in multiple phases. This project phase will consist of the northbound I-35 ramp, 
westbound I-80 to northbound I-35, and eastbound I-80/I-35 to I-235 ramps. 
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Figure 1: Current 
Traffic Movements
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PROJECT COSTS AND SCHEDULE
This project is currently listed in the 2018–2022 Transportation Improvement Program at $35.9 million for 
grading and new bridges in 2022. Total project construction costs are estimated at $59.1 million.

CONTACT US STAY INFORMED

If you have any concerns regarding the project 
presented today, please contact:

Tony Gustafson, P.E.
Assistant District Engineer
Iowa DOT District 1 Office
1020 S 4th St
Ames, IA 50010 

Phone: 515-239-1635 or 800-899-0623
Email: tony.gustafson@iowadot.us

Project Updates 
Available Online!
Please visit our website 
for more information and 
updates concerning this 
project at:

www.iowadot.gov/pim


