
 

 

 
40th meeting of the 

IOWA FREIGHT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
March 10, 2023 

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Courtyard by Marriot 

2405 SE Creekview Dr, Ankeny, IA 50021 

 

Members   

X Mike Steenhoek (Chair), Soy Transportation Coalition X Jillian Walsh (Vice Chair), Travero 

X Gabe Claypool, Des Moines Industrial  Joe McConnell, PDI 

 Greg Dickinson, Ten D, Inc. Companies X Jackson Doud, Iowa Farm Bureau 

X Doug Martin, Amazon DSM5  Allison Meiners, IMTA 

X Bob Rafferty for Delia Meier, I-80 Group X Jared Meinhardt for James Niffenegger, Landus 

X James Mattsen for Joe Parsons, IAIS X Brad Sabin for Amy Homan, IANR 

X Kelly O’Brien, Union Pacific X Mark White, Agribusiness Association of Iowa 

 Marty Wadle, Ruan   Ron White, Artco Fleeting Service 

 Peter Skosey, BNSF X Ty Rosburg, Rosburg Livestock/Iowa Pork 

Ex-Officio Members   

X Zhi Chen, Des Moines MPO  Colonel Jesse Curry, USACE Rock Island District 

 Andrew Goodall, USACE Rock Island District X Mike Hadley, Keokuk County Board of Supervisors 

X Mike Harrington, IDALS  Todd Valentine, Iowa DPS (for Michael Kober) 

X Sean Litteral, FHWA Iowa Division X Scott Marler, Director, Iowa DOT 

X Tim Marshall, FHWA Iowa Division  Shirley McGuire, Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

X Zach James for Mike Norris, SEIRPC X Beth Balzer for Joseph Rude, IEDA 

X Louis Vander Streek, Iowa Utilities Board  Corey Champlin, Iowa State Patrol 

X Jennifer Wright for Aime Davidson, Iowa DNR   

Iowa DOT   

X Stu Andreson X Blake Wittrock 

 Mikel Derby  Brenda Freshour-Johnston 

X Jim Glaspie X Sam Hiscocks 

X Maria Hobbs X Alex Jansen 

 Renee Jerman X Garrett Pedersen 

X Amanda Martin X Tammy Nicholson 

X Caleb Whitehouse X Charlie Purcell 

Guests   

X Erich Cochran, Iowa State University X John Holterhaus, Pella Corporation 

X Jessica Sprung, Sukup Manufacturing X Marv Wilson, Soylei Innovations 

X Matt Leyser, John Deere X Nacu Hernandez, Soylei Innovations 

X Larry Lloyd, Canadian Pacific   

 

  



 

 

Meeting input objectives 
1. Provide questions and comments related to the state legislative session and IIJA implementation.   
2. Provide questions and comments on recent Iowa State University research.  
3. Discuss ongoing shipping and manufacturing challenges and identify any actions moving forward. 

 
10:00 AM Safety Briefing  Amanda Martin 

Iowa DOT 
 

 Amanda Martin gives the safety briefing. Caleb Whitehouse is designated as the 911 caller with 
Maria Hobbs as the backup. 
 

 Welcome & Introductions 
Ice breaker: Provide any comments, updates, notable items, etc. 
related to your business since the last meeting.  
 

Mike Steenhoek, Chair 
Soy Transportation 
Coalition 

 Mike Steenhoek welcomes the members to the room and begins introductions with Sam 
Hiscocks. Following, Mike asks new members Ty Rosburg and Mark White to give longer 
introductions to the group.  
 
Steenhoek then prompts the railroads to update the group on the status of rail service and the 
ripple effects from the Norfolk Southern derailment in East Palestine, Ohio.  
 
Kelly O’Brien says that UP has worked with their customers to deal with the embargo situation. 
O’Brien says rail service is improving but invites members to discuss specific issues with her. 
O’Brien says that UP is required to carry all hazardous materials and all the railroads are 
enhancing safety voluntarily. She also says that the rail industry uses an app available to first 
responders that provides detailed information about the contents of rail cars.  
 
Larry Lloyd adds that derailments and accidents have been reduced by 50% since 2000 due to 
safety investments. CP is adding 1,000 new wayside detectors and reducing the space between 
detectors to 15 miles from 40 miles as an industry standard. Lloyd emphasizes that safety is a 
partnership between the railroad and local first responders. CP anticipates that as part of their 
merger with KCS, they will continue to invest in training for local jurisdictions. 
 
Brad Sabin says that the Class I railroads are very helpful to the short lines concerning training 
and assistance for safety. James Mattsen says IAIS is also investing in safety and that public 
perception of rail safety is being skewed by the media and the industry is still focused on safety.  
 
Steenhoek asks the members whether positive train control (PTC) which is a mandate that allows 
for the remote control of a train to avert an accident, was present on the Norfolk Southern route 
in East Palestine. Lloyd says that he would defer to the NTSB. O’Brien says that PTC was a 
requirement from the government that the railroads had to invest in.  
 
Steenhoek updates the group on the status of the inland waterway system and specifically the 
rise in water levels since the last meeting. Water levels in St. Louis are higher than they were this 
time last year. It is predicted that the Missouri river will have an abbreviated shipping season due 
to low water levels.  
 

10:30 AM 
 

Iowa DOT Update Stu Anderson 
Iowa DOT 



 

 

General update from the Department, including the 2023 legislative 
session, continued implementation of the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (IIJA), and current and future Mid America Association of 
State Transportation Officials (MAASTO) that Iowa DOT is involved 
with. 
 

 

 Stu Anderson begins with an update on federal funding. Iowa DOT did not receive any funding 
awards in the latest rounds of the INFRA, Mega, or Rural programs. Anderson says that the 
Lansing bridge and Wright Brothers interchange projects scored well but didn’t make the cut.  
 
The Sac & Fox tribe was awarded $1.2 million for a Reconnecting Communities grant.  
 
97 counties in Iowa aggressively pursued SS4A funding. Almost every county received funding for 
safety action plans, and Fayette County received $10.4 million to implement safety 
improvements on local roads.  
 
2024-2028 Highway Program development is underway (approval in June 2023). Despite inflated 
costs, DOT does not anticipate having to remove projects, but some will be delayed by 1-year. 
Staff are seeing signs that costs are beginning to moderate.  
 
The DOT legislative priorities include a bill to allow local jurisdictions more flexibility in issuing 
oversize/overweight (OSOW) permits (passed and signed), federal commercial driver’s license 
(CDL) requirements (passed in the house), Driver’s Education bill (passed by house and senate), 
CDL third-party tester expansion (passed by house and senate), and expansion of Restricted CDL 
for ag purposes (passed in the house).  
 
The Iowa DOT internal business plan includes a 2023 objective to “implement transportation 4.0” 
which is an initiative to implement new transportation technologies. There is an initial emphasis 
on freight corridors and freight transportation.  
 
Anderson also provides an explanation of MAASTO and their activities, including the Mid-
American Freight Coalition and Truck Parking Information Management Systems (TPIMS).  
 
Finally, Anderson tells the members that the mooring cell project at Lock 14 will have a 
groundbreaking ceremony later in the spring, but Iowa DOT’s contributed funds agreement is 
still being processed by USACE at their headquarters in DC.  
 

11:15 AM 
 

Next generation soybean-based treatments and additives for 
sustainable pavements 
Overview of soybean oil related research that has led to the 
development of rejuvenators, maintenance treatments, and polymer 
modification systems for asphalt pavements. 
 

Eric Cochran 
Iowa State University 
 

 Eric Cochran introduces himself the group. Cochran begins with how soybean oil is used to create 
other chemicals including several polymers. Cochran is partnering with Soylei to produce soy-
based asphalt treatments and asphalt shingles, as well as researching other uses of soy and 
soybean oil. Specifically, the oils they produce can be used to rejuvenate old, crushed asphalt.  
 
This technology has been a part of demonstration projects throughout the country, but mostly 
the Midwest with good results. The goal is to avoid pavement from cracking or rutting, which 



 

 

requires a balance between hardness (to prevent rutting) and flexibility (to prevent cracking). Stu 
Anderson asks if Cochran or Soylei have done carbon life cycle reduction calculations to estimate 
its environmental benefits. Cochran said they haven’t but would support a third party conducting 
the calculations.  
 

12:00 PM 
 

Lunch  
 

12:45 PM 
 

Panel: Shippers and Manufacturers 
A discussion of ongoing challenges and opportunities for Iowa 
shippers and manufacturers.   
 

Mike Steenhoek, Chair 
Soy Transportation 
Coalition 

 • Jessica Sprung, Sukup Manufacturing 

• John Holterhaus, Pella Corporation 

• Matt Leyser, John Deere Des Moines Works 
 

 Mike Steenhoek begins the panel by introducing the panelists and asking them to briefly describe 
their supply chain. He also asks the panelists what they make at their facilities. Sukup works with 
IANR to deliver materials to their facility in Manly.  
 
Steenhoek asks the panelists about trucking regulations. Jessica Sprung says that Sukup lost 
several of their older drivers after the ELD mandates and is not looking forward to speed limiter 
requirements. Scott Marler asks what the concern is about the speed limiters. Sprung says that 
the restriction on the drivers irritates them, and passenger vehicles do not have speed limiters, 
and the speed differential that it creates is dangerous. Matt Leyser says that John Deere works 
with TMC for freight transportation. TMC says they have issues replacing older drivers.  
 
Steenhoek asks the panelists if they are reexamining a “just in time” supply chain mentality. 
Sprung said Sukup is adding redundancies to their supply chain such as additional suppliers, 
keeping more raw materials in house, and building extra products preemptively. John Holterhaus 
says that Pella is not moving away from “just in time” because their business model is effectively 
“make to order”. However, they are adding suppliers and being more selective about choosing 
suppliers with resiliency in mind. Leyser says that John Deere is also rethinking which suppliers 
they use with resiliency in mind.  
 
Steenhoek asks the panelists about workforce issues such as finding drivers and workers. Sprung 
says that there has been turnover because of daycare costs so Sukup has built a daycare center 
on site. Sprung says that a lot of the labor issues have come down to raising wages to attract 
workers, and scheduling for drivers. Holterhaus echoes Sprung’s statement on wages and 
scheduling, as well as local/onsite childcare. Leyser says John Deere has been hiring for a while 
before and after the labor strike in 2021. He said that many new hires quit very soon after being 
hired, which is irritating. Holterhaus and Leyser both say that they must compete with other 
manufacturers for labor.  
 
Scott Marler asks if getting CDLs has been a bottleneck for new drivers. Sprung says yes and that 
Sukup has been looking to hire younger drivers. Holterhaus says that Pella does not have a CDL 
training program, but they’ve considered starting one. They also have had to lessen their 
requirements for new drivers to attract younger people.  
 
Steenhoek asks what the most frequent complaint is from their drivers. Holterhaus says that it is 
ELDs and that he doesn’t hear much about infrastructure issues, but voiced support for the 



 

 

Super-2 improvements planned for US 34 in southern Iowa. Steenhoek asks Leyser if John Deere 
runs into regulatory issues with OSOW loads. Leyser says that Deere must have it figured out 
because he doesn’t run into any issues.  
 
Steenhoek asks if they have any opinion on new trucking technologies like automated drivers or 
platooning. Holterhaus says they aren’t looking into anything beyond electric vehicles for onsite 
equipment. He also says that they have implemented forward facing and driver facing cameras 
implemented into the ELD. He claims that the drivers see the benefit of the surveillance 
technologies.  
 
Steenhoek asks if failed drug test issues have impacted the panelists. Holterhaus and Sprung say 
they haven’t had this issue.  
 
Steenhoek asks about their sustainability efforts. Leyser says that John Deere has set several 
goals surrounding Co2 and water usage. They haven’t yet seen it translate to change in behavior 
from their suppliers.  
 
Garrett Pedersen asks if there are disincentives for dual-source supplying. Holterhaus says that 
there are some quality control concerns by expanding suppliers because a new supplier might 
not be able to keep up with their demand. Sprung says that Sukup just got a bad batch of bolts 
from a new supplier. Leyser says that John Deere focuses on multiple factories getting in the way 
of each other when choosing suppliers. They have also been turned down from suppliers 
recently because of their own issues finding parts or labor. Holterhaus follows up saying that 
distributors have been having labor issues in warehouses.  
 
Tammy Nicholsen asks if they have pursued different demographics for drivers. Sprung says that 
Sukup hasn’t purposely sought-after new demographics. Holterhaus says that Pella has sought 
more diversity throughout the corporation as part of their DEI initiative. Leyser says John Deere 
is looking everywhere.  
 
Steenhoek asks broadly “how is business” and where each panelists companies hope to grow in 
the next 5 years. Sprung says that sales of Sukup’s commercial grain bins have grown recently. 
Steenhoek says that farmers have been seeking more storage to weather out supply chain 
disruptions. Leyser says that John Deere’s technological advancements within the machinery is 
continuing to grow. John Deere has been having internal discussions about whether they should 
identify as a tech company because of the growth of their abilities in software and computers. 
Holterhaus says that since 2019, Pella has been attempting to double their business by 2025 and 
has experienced a lot of expansion into the vinyl sector.  
 

2:00 PM Adjourn 
 
Future meetings: 

• June 16, 2023 

• September 8, 2023 

 
 
 

• December 15, 2023 

 

 


