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Between 1968 and 1972 the Iowa Highway Commission (the precursor of the Iowa Department of 
Transportation – Iowa DOT) excavated 19 Central Plains Tradition earth lodges during construction of 
US Highway 34 near Glenwood, Iowa. This project substantially changed the State of Iowa in a 
number of ways, especially with regard to consultation with Tribes and Nations and the critical 
planning that would be needed under the budding field of cultural resources management. For the 
ensuing four decades the Glenwood collection continued to be the focus of regular archaeological 
research conducted by professionals. In the spring of 2020, the Iowa DOT began development on 
various themed concepts for a rest area reconstruction associated with Interstate 29 (I-29) at 
Glenwood. After some consideration, the project team moved forward with an earth lodge theme, 
incorporating education and interpretation materials that focused on the indigenous experiences 
connected to the Central Plains Tradition (likely Caddoan speaking Tribes/Nations). Additionally, the 
project team sought to include contemporary indigenous experiences through the inclusion of 
murals completed by native artists. Opened in the spring of 2023, the I-29 rest area at Glenwood 
features the frame of a scaled Central Plains Tradition earth lodge, various educational panels 
(focused on the themes of agriculture, descendent communities, transportation, trade, and others), 
an inlaid earth lodge footprint in the floor, and four commissioned murals by indigenous artists. This 
presentation will share some of the lessons learned in developing this project and share ways in 
which unique and meaningful consultation can focus not just on the past, but also on the present 
and future.
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I-29 North Bound, near Glenwood
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Lessons Learned:

• Follow the Vision

• Say Yes (if/when you can), 
You Never Know Where Opportunities Will Come From

• Look for Ways to Innovate; We Looked to 
Go Beyond Consultation (Preservation is About People)



Questions – Comments: 

Brennan Dolan 
Cultural Resources Team Lead / Tribal Liaison

Location and Environment Bureau 
brennan.dolan@iowadot.us

515-239-1795

mailto:brennan.dolan@iowadot.us
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