












 

Supplemental Attachment 

Explanation pursuant to Paragraph 7 of Iowa’s Certification for Beneficiary Status 

under the Environmental Mitigation Trust Agreement 
 

 Documentation and records submitted by the State of Iowa (“Iowa”) in support of each 

funding request and documentation and records supporting all expenditures of Trust Funds by 

Iowa may be accessed pursuant to Iowa Code, Chapter 22 and 761 I.A.C. 4. The procedures 

outlined in the Open Records statute and the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (“Iowa 

DOT”) rules are designed to support access and limit the burden on the general public’s access to 

public records. A person has the right to examine, copy, and receive a certified copy of a public 

record. Iowa Code § 22.2. Requests for access to public records held by Iowa DOT may be 

submitted to the custodian of record or Iowa DOT’s records center and Iowa DOT shall provide 

access to an open record promptly or as soon as feasible upon request. 761 I.A.C. 4.3(1) and (4). 

In addition, information about Iowa’s actions pursuant to the Environmental Mitigation Trust 

Agreement is available on Iowa DOT’s website, https://www.iowadot.gov/vwsettlement/. 

 Iowa has solicited and considered public input in developing its Beneficiary Mitigation 

Plan. On March 6, 2017, former Governor Terry Branstad announced the launch of Iowa’s VW 

Settlement website and solicited input from the public. The website provided links to a survey 

that requested input on, among other things, the types of projects the State should consider in 

allocating its portion of the Mitigation Trust Fund. The results of the survey have been 

considered by Iowa DOT and state agency working group members in drafting the Beneficiary 

Mitigation Plan. After the draft Beneficiary Mitigation Plan is completed, Iowa DOT will seek 

further public input on the plan through the website before the draft is finalized and submitted to 

the Trustee.  

 The certification in Paragraph 7 of Iowa’s Certification for Beneficiary Status is subject 

to the provisions of Iowa’s Open Records law and administrative rules governing the publication 

of confidential business information and personally identifiable information. See, Iowa Code § 

22.7 and 761 I.A.C. 4.9(22). Under Iowa law, certain personal information and trade secrets, 

among other categories of information, are to be kept confidential, unless otherwise ordered by a 

court, by the lawful custodian of the records, or by another person duly authorized to release 

such information. Iowa Code § 22.7. 


