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Cost Centers in Workday
When we made the switch to Workday last year, we were faced with a new vocabulary or at least a
different way to use some familiar terms. One of the terms that has subtly changed in Workday is “cost
center.”

The Workday “Business
Unit” number is going to
look familiar. It’s the
same number that was
used in the old system as
your “cost center.”
 
 

We also have “location
identifier” in Workday,
which for most people
will match the six-digit
“business unit”
number.                               
                               
If your “business unit” is
different than your
“location identifier,” the
“location identifier”
matches the six-digit
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“assigned cost center”
from our previous
system.
 

For Workday, the term
“cost center” is the four-
digit number the Iowa
DOT uses to report
financial information to
the Department of
Administrative Services.
 
It is a shortened version
of the “location” and/or
“business unit” number.
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