
Iowa DOT 
Smart Arrow Board Deployment Plan 

August 8, 2019 

The Iowa DOT plans to develop and implement Smart Arrow Boards on all construction and 
maintenance projects by January 2022. 

Iowa Chapter of ATSSA Key Points  

Iowa DOT will: 

• Work with Iowa Chapter members and 
Arrow Board Manufacturers to finalize 
specifications and test smart arrow boards 
before the end of 2019. 

• Develop and Publish Supplemental 
Specifications for Smart Arrow Boards 
October 2020. 

• Deploy Smart Arrow Boards on Interstate 
Projects let on or after January 20, 2021.1 

• Deploy Smart Arrow Boards on all Iowa 
DOT Projects let on or after January 19, 
2022.1 

1 The Resident Construction Engineer (RCE) will determine need for change order on previously 
let projects. 

Currently, solar-assisted arrow panels must meet the requirements found in the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD - 2009) Part 6F.61 and Iowa DOT Specification Article 
2528.03.G.3.  The Materials Approved Products Listing Enterprise (MAPLE) listing of approved 
solar assisted arrow panels will be eliminated.  Specifications and requirements will be revised 
requiring manufacturers and contractors to provide certification that the existing arrow or 
retrofitted boards meet all requirements of the MUTCD and the smart arrow board 
specifications. 

There are retrofit packages available to convert most existing Solar Assisted Arrow Panels to 
Smart Arrow Boards 

Arrow Board Manufacturers’ Key Points 

Arrow Board Manufactures  reviewed and commented on the Smart Arrow Board Deployment 
Plan, dated January 10, 2019.  Comments received suggested providing another option to 
communicate with the Smart Arrow Boards.  A specification for this option has been developed 
and is included in the updated Smart Arrow Board Deployment Plan, dated August 8, 2019. 

http://www.iowadot.gov/erl/current/GS/content/2528.htm#Section252803G
http://www.iowadot.gov/erl/current/GS/content/2528.htm#Section252803G


The Iowa DOT plans to evaluate Smart Arrow Boards from beginning in September 2019 to 
validate the system requirements and specifications.  Your cooperation in providing Smart 
Arrow Board(s) for this evaluation would be appreciated. 


